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THE magnitude and importance of the fubject in
negnc:atmn between the Parliaments of Great Britainand Ire-
land, and the extreme defirablenefs that the two kingdoms
thould clearly underftand each other, were the confiderations
that firft fuggefted to the Reporter the idea of paying a vifit to
Dublin, with a view to endeavour, as far as his abilities and
judgment would enable him, to collectand to ftate the fenti,
ments of the Reprefentatives of the People of Ireland, indivi-
dually delivered in Parliament upon fo interefting an oceafion.
‘He flattered himfelf, that if he thould have the goad fortune to
prove, in any degree, equal to the tafk, he fhould perform an
acceptable piece of fervice to both countries; and he was the
rather induced to undertake it, from the acknowledged want of
a publication, that cither profefled or attempted impartially to
report the general turn of the arguments upon each fide of any
queftion, that came under difcuffion in the Houfe of Commons
of Ireland. Under thefe impreflions he'attended the debates,
of which he has aimed at giving a fketch'in the following pa-
ges; andhe trufts, that, however deficient in point of execu-

- tion the publication may appear, there will not be found in it
the fmalleft portion of prejudiceror party colouring. In order
to render his fketch as authentic as pofiible, he has fpared no
pains to procure every affiftance within his reach; and, he is
proud to acknowledge, he has been honoured with a very con-
fiderable fhare, It is neceffary, however, that he thould fig-
nify, that he has rather fought to colle&t the fentiments of the
Speakers, than faftidioufly endeavoured to affect a fuperior de-
gree of accuracy, by f{tating minutely the trifling occurrences
incident toall, and infeparable from moft debates, thatrun into
any length.---- Hence he has purpofely omitted to enumerate
every fingle and fpecific interruption given to Gentlemen while
on their legs, and has merely noticed fuch as contributed to
elucidate the argument, and to explain the particular £2&, to
which they alﬁﬁicd He has, alfo, contented himfelf with

e ftating

5N




(tuid :
ftating on which fide of the queftion feveral Gentlemen fpoke,
whom he either heard indiftinétly, or who did not accompany
the delivery of their opinion with any arguments or obferva-
tions that were new, or more pointedly applied than they had
been before by other Speakers. If it fhall be found, that he
has neither marred the meaning, nor weakened the reafoning
of thofe Gentlemen who principally diftinguithed themfelves on
each fide of the queftion, and that the fenfe of the debate, in
general, is fairly and fubftantially conveyed by this publication,
his objeét and his defign will have been fully accomplithed.

5 In order to give the Reader a complete idea of the Parlia-
mentary Proceeding refpecting Ireland, a copy of the Bivry,
introduced by Mr. ORD E, acopy of the ELEVEN Pro-
POSITIONS as they were fent from Ireland to Great Bri-
tain, and a copy of the TWENTY RESOLUTIONS of
the two Houfes of the Britith Parliament, with their joint

Appress to His MAJESTY, and bis Majefly's
ANSWER, are annexed.

ERR ATA.

Page 29, line 21, for the extenfion—read, the extinéFion.

Page 13, line 37, for God—the community——read, God and the community.

Page 59, L 7, for ¢ enwvelope”—read, € enveloped.”

Page 64, after Eaft-Indies, in the 2d line, add, ¢¢ during the exiftence of a char-
¢« tered company, and from ever carrying on a trade to thofe parts, cvén
¢ after its expiration, except under Britifh regulations.”

Page 184, L. 10, ¢ for ¢ Let us tell them™——read, ¢ Let me tell them.”

Page 189, 1. 25,~—dele ¢ he obferved.”

Page 190, lines 29 and 30, inftead of ¢ The Bill regulated their trade univers
€ [ally with Portugal, with Spain, ewith all the wworid;” read, ** The Bill
¢¢ fubjected to Britifh regulations their trade in the produce of their colonies,
¢ with Portugal, with Spain, with all the world.”

Page 194, 1. 3, % When known, and Ircland unprejudiced”==dele a5d,
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MR. Orde began with obferving that the tafk he had
to perform was extremely important and extremely de-
licate ; he faid, he was glad however that the time was
come to put an end to doubts and mifreprefentations,
and to prove the confiftency of his condu&@ in not offer.
ing to the Houfe any thing difagreeing with the declara-
tion that he had fo often made ; That he never would
bring forward any thing that was an infringement of the
conftitution of Ireland. He had on all occafions, he
would readily acknowledge, received a peculiar degree of
indulgence from the Houfe, but he that day ftood in need
of a more than ordinary fhare of that indulgence, as he
really felt great pain in rifing ; mot that he had an

doubts of the merit of the Propofition he had to offer,
but his embarraffment arofe from a confcioufnels of his
own inability to do it juftice. In confidering it, every man
ought, he faid, to diveft himfelf of what he had already
heard, to throw afide all prejudice and to come to the dif-
cuffion with his mind open and free from bias of every
kind. For his part he would not attempt a parade of
words ; plaufibility was neceilary where there was a doubt
of truth, but on ‘the prefent bufinefs there was not any
occafion for it—he intreated therefore an impartial hear-
ing. A Requifition he was induced to make, from the
great degree of mifconftru@ion that had gone abroad,
as well as manifefted itfelf in that Houfe on various re-
cent occafions. He apologized for ftanding forward, de-
claring, that the charges of contradi®ion that had been
advanced againft him made it neceflary ; he therefore
avowed his real refponfibility for the meafure he fhould
propofe. He faid this to avoid mifreprefentation ; he fpoke
to Ireland, and he withed to be heard in Great Britain,
becaufe there was nothing that he dared not honeftly a-
vow, nor would he propofe any thing, that he was not con-
vinced would conduce to the benefit of Ireland. He ftood
ll?‘&%_ﬂlf“ aflertor of the Jultice and fairnefs of the
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propofition he fhould have the honour to offer, and he
begged to be underftood, as not a&ing merely officially,
but that his heart went with it. If it did not, he would
not have endeavoured to bring it forward, as it was im-
poffible for him to have any other obje@& in his perfeve-
rance, but credit and the fatisfaGion of doing what was
right ; indeed upon no other ground could he expe& the
fupport of his friends. In order to ftate the queftion fair-
ly, it became neceflary for him to take a review of what
had been done ; but before he did fo, he thought it right
to fay a few words on the fubje& of the Propofitions ; as
to the Houfe being pledged to the Propofitions as origi-
nally voted, no Gentleman could affert that they were
to be confidered in that point of view 5 it was impoffible
but that fome fhades of difference fhould appear in the Re-
folutions upon the table, but the fubftance of the Propo-
fitions the Houfe yet had it in its power to maintain. He
would not, he faid, move that the Addrefs of the laft feffion
fhould be read; thé Houfe need not be reminded of it,
nor of any of their own paft proceedings on the fubje&.
The Houfe was not in confequence pledged to particular
points, though it was to preferve the fubftance of the
Eleven Propofitions, becaufe that would have been to have
precluded all difcuffion in England. With regard to go-
vernment’s being pledged to any thing, he begged leave to
remind the Houfe, that the bufinefs had been undertaken at
their defire by the government on both fides of the water.
The FEleven Propofitions of the Parliament of Ireland
were indeed a ground-work on which Government wifhed
to lay a fair foundation for an edifice to be ercéed for the
purpofe of containing an inexhauftible ftore of benefits
and happinefs for both countries, and he ftill hoped to fee
it brought to perfe&tion. Other materials had however
fince been added, but they were congenial to the firft, and
if properly arranged, the only bufinefs that would remain to
be performed would be, for the wifdom of the legiflatures to
form a pile from the general mals, and cement it together, fo
that it might defy the injuries of time and laft for ever.
The Bill that had been brought into the Britifh Parliament
by the Minifter gave them an idea how the bufinefs ftood
:n Great Britain, and the Bill that he thould move to bring
in, would give the Houfe a full idea of the bufinefs as it
flood there. One complaint that had been made, had not,

he faid, been well founded, namely, that they had net
heard
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heard evidence upon their refolving the Propofitions at
firft. Inorder to examine and afcertain the validity or in-
validity of this complaint, it was indifpenfibly neceflary to
confider the effential difference between the two countries.
What came from that Houfe, inthe firft inftance, wastobe a
Propofition to England as the foundation of a treaty, and in
the nature ofthings, conceflions were to be made on the part of
England, andtheir queftion was, what they could concede ?
Hence the Propofition of Ireland was before the Parliament
of Great Britain for explanation on certain points, and for
arrangement on others, to which England was to anfwer,
that all might be drawn into form ; thence it be-
came indifpenfibly neceflary for Great Britain to go into
evidence, though it had not been neceffary for Ireland to
do fo. Their Propofitions had arifen from an Addrefs of
that Houfe at the clofe of the laft feffion, and Gentlemen
would recolle&, that the circumftances which led to that
Addrefs, and in which the prefent government upon its
arrival found the kingdom were fuch, that it was impoffi-
ble to proceed without fome {yftem to refcue the country
from fo much uncertainty and diftrefs. = Government there-
fore, at the defire of that Houfe, had taken up the prefent
meafure ; for one he had approved of it, and given it his
confent, but Gentlemen would recolle& it was a propofition
of expe&ation from the other fide ; almoft every part of it
led to concefion—it was all beneficial to Ireland, and
therefore they were almoft unanimous.

On this account it became neceflary on the other fide the
water to inveftigate it with more attention, and to confider
what they fhould concede in a {yftem, which at leaft the force
of prejudice taught them to look upon with apprehenfion.
Much confequent difcuffion enfued, and Twenty Refoluti-
ons, containing the whole purport and fpirit of the Eleven
Propofitions of Ireland, together with the conditions on
which England was ready to affent to them, had been pafied,
and had been brought into the Englith Parliament in the
form of a bill. Such modifications as had been made in
the Britifh Parliament muft neceflarily have arifen out of
the Propofitions. The queftion had been different there

- from what it was in Ireland. The queftion in Great Bri-
tain had been, how far they could go towards agreeing with
the Eleven Propofitions. ~'The refult, however, after all
the modifications and conditions, the Britifh Parliament had

3 thought neceflary had been a Bill, the foundation of which
B2 wa
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was acknowledged to be the Irith Propofitions. Hav-
ing fucceeded fo far asto bring in a Bill, Minifters had ftop=
ped in order to fubmit the fyftem to the confideration of this
country, and had waited its decifion, that they might not
feem to'carry the {yftem without its confent, but to pro-
ceed according to its opinion, hoping tos bring the
whole to an unanimous conclufion. He would therefore
advife that their proceedings fhould be brought into a fi-
milar fthape ; and as fome explanations were / certainly ne-
ceffary on their part, that they fhould put the whole toge-
ther for comparifon ; for which reaton a Bill was neceflary,
After bringing in a Bill, and printing it, it was his intention
to paufe, in order to know the {entiments of the country re-
fpeéting it.  Thus they would bring their proceedings to
a point in like manner as the Britifh Parliament had done,
and fee what remained between the two countries that pre-
vented an agreement. To this mode of proceeding he
faw no real obje&ion, but had. heard many fuggefted. It
had been faid that it would preclude examination and was
hurrying the bufinefs ; an affertion, that he begged leave to
deny, becaufe, fo far from hurrying the bufinefs, he withed

for more deliberation. He would move for leave to bring

in a' Bill, under the title of, ¢ a Bill for effe&uating the
¢¢ intercourfe and commerce between Great Britain and
¢¢ Treland on permanent and equitable principles, for the
¢¢ mutual benefit of both countries.” Thiswould put the
matter in train for general information and inveftigation,
and would leave it open for the colle@ion of general cpini-
on ; a bill fo_introduced could not pafs in either country,
but that the general opinion might be known. As to the
Bill’s pledging Ireland, as it had been faid, and that Great
Britain would ftill remain free while they bound themfelves,
and likewife that it precluded examination, that was not
the cafe.  He fhould be forry, indeed, to hurry it after de-
liberation on the other fide the water. He wifhed to follow
the example of the Englifh Parliament, and that the Houfe
might decide on the beft information to be had, let them
hear every perfon who wifhed to be heard,—let them re-
ceive every petition that could be brought, and let them
liften to all the evidence that could be offered. For all
thefe reafons he propofed proceeding by Bill; and when the
Bill was before them, they fhould be no longer harrafled
with ill-founded apprehenfions. = =~ '~ © " ko
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The Refolutions they had voted were, he faid , leofe in their
nature, and would be ufelefs after a Bill was brought in.
It was alfo to be remembered, that they were not of record,
and that they had been ufed here merely to colle@ the ge-
neral fenfe of the country. It muft further be owned that
a Bill was neceffary in order to avoid mifreprefentation and
to bring the matter to a precife point. He fpoke of the
allowance for intention between two fifter and not two rival
Kingdoms, rhat ought to be entertained, and faid he trufted
that the Houfe was determined at all events to judee from
reafon and not from prejudice. On his part, he promifed
them that he would propofe nothing againft the conftitution 3
he had no autiiority to introduce any thing that would bear
an interpretation of that fort; fo far from it, he fhould a&
againft authority if he attempted it. But it really was not
in his contemplation, and he was extremely anxious to prove
it, by explaining the features of the Bill, to which he
begged leave to invite examination, and to defire a full, a
minute, and an impartial fcrutiny into all its parts.

Asto theobje&ion that a Bill would pledgethe country, he
muft obferve, the paffing a Bill on'either fide, amounted to
nothing more than a propofition drawing nearer to a point
upon which each might form a more accurate decifion.
What he fhould propofe was, a conditional Bill which mut
be again confirmed before it could pafs into a law : To this
he could conceive no obje&ion, as any change to be made
on the other fide of the water muft neceffarily be in fa-
vour of Ireland. ‘The Bill was to be formed on the prin-
ciples of their own Refolutions, and whatever modifica-
tions, alterations, and additions had been already made to
thofe Refolutions, would, he doubted not, appear to be for
the mutual benefit of both countries. He trufted that
a Bill fo formed, could not fail to preferve the commercial
interefts and conftitutional and legiflative rights of Ireland.

Having endeavoured to prefs this idea very forcibly
on the Houfe, Mr. Orde defired to remind gentle-
men of the neceflity which appeared to form fome liberal
fyftem, in order to afcertain and regulate the future commer-
cial conne&tion between the two countries. He reminded
the Houfe of the Refolution of the Britith parliament
on the 17th of May 1782, which was unanimoutly agreed
to, and was conceived in the following words :

~That it is the opinion of this Houfe, * that it is indifpenfible to the in.
wl & ‘en“
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¢ gereft and happinefs of both kingdoms, that the connedtion between
¢ them fhould be eftablifhed by mutual confent ypon a folid and perma-
¢ nent footing ; and that an humble Addrefs fhall be prefented to his Ma-
« jefty, that his Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to take fuch meafures as
“ his Majefty in his royal wifdom fhall think moft conducive to that ime

d portant end,”

nor was he faid, the neceffity of the eftablifament of fome
liberal fyftem more manifeft than the good confequences that
muft neceflarily refult from it. He mentioned the uncer-
tainty on points of trade that at prefent exifted, and its bad
cffe&s. It cramped, confined and kept back the induftry of
the people of Ireland, and materially affeGted and injured
the interefts of the empire. He ftated the nature of the
connexion between Great Britain and Ireland in commer-
cial affairs, defcribing it to be a ftate of rivalfhip, at which
Forcigners only could rejoice, and fhewed how indifpenfibly
neceflary it was to draw the two kingdoms clofer in com-
mercial refpe&s. The ftate of different countries and of our
own, made it, he faid, the mutual intereft of GreatBritainand
Ircland not to continue rivals. Indeed they could not re-
main as they were, and it was from its being the fenfe of
the Houfe that they could not, that the Addrefs of the laft
{eflions had been voted, and in confequence of that Addrefs
the eleven Propofitions. The obje& of the Propofitions
had been to open each country to the other, and to
form a partnerfhip and common caufe between them ; to
make a free intercourfe between both, by removing
prohibitions and prohibitory duties, and to induce Great
Britain to agree to a fhare of equality on imports and
exports, and a due and equally favourable conftruétion of
the navigation a&. He pointed out the advantages that Ire-
land would derive under the operation of a fyftem like that
which he had defcribed. She would obtain fecurity and
permanency to the benefits of intercourfe with Great Bri-
tain, in exports to it and fupply from it. It was fufficient
to mention the article of coals to illuftrate the extent of this
benefit. She would alfo receive the materials of manufa&ure,
and a conftant preference would be given to her produce,
though in fome refpe&s at the expence of Great Britain.
This it was needlefs to add would be peculiarly advantage-
ous to her ftaple manufa&ure, the manufaéure of linen.
It was propofed that a return fhould be made on the part of

this country, by a fair and equal affiftance to the ftrength
of



) £

Cay )

of the empire, and that by an appropriation ot the furplus of
the Hereditary Revenue, fubjeét to limitations and conditi-
ons.

Having faid a few words upon this point, he obferved
that other matters had been mentioned for arrange-
ment, though that arrangement had not been compleated.
‘The Eaft India trade, he faid, was propofed to be placed
upon an equal footing between the two countries. By this,
he meant to be carried on upon the fame principle, by both,
as far as the exclufive monopoly held by the Eaft India
company would permit. Thefe were, he declared, the cir-
cumitances under which the Propofitions had been made
to England for the aflent of the Britith Parliament. He
confidered the Refolutions here as a FPropofition only
with the concurrence of the government and the appro-
bation of Parliament. For his part, he faid, he could
have wifhed that ftill more liberal terms of adjuftment
could have been confonant to the feelings and fuppofed in-
terefts of both countries. His ideas and his hopes had gone
to open ports, and a total dereli@ion of duties between the
two kingdoms. He could have wifhed that every fort of
diftin&ion was wiped away, and a full and free community
of rights and commerce cftablifhed between them. But as
the different circumftances of each and the different maturity of
their trade rendered fuch an adjuftment impra&icable, it was
neceffary to look out for fomething near it, and the next
beft {yftem that could be adopted, undoubtedly was, a prin-
ciple of equality eftablifhed on a certain ftandard. The
carrying this idea into effe& was not, he faid, without its dif-
ficulties; but it was eafy to account for the alarm with which
thefyftem had been received in England. Particular interefts
were naturally alarmed, and it was neceffary to attend to them
in fome inftances, not lefs than to refift them in others. In-
dividuals there naturally looked at their own private aims,
and not at the general advantage. Numberlefs complaints
had in confequence been made againft the {yftem, and the
minifter had been obliged to liften to thofe complaints, tho’
the inftances in which he refifted, outnumbered thofe in
which he gave way. His fituation however, had been
extremely arduous, his chief view having been to pleafe
and to do juftice to both kingdoms.

Notwithftanding all the alterations and modifications that
had been made, Mr. Orde faid, the fyftem was {till as advan-
tageous to this country as it ever had been before. Another
difficulty,
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difficulty, that prefented itfelf in the way of the minifter, had
been the conduc of the oppofition in hoth Houfes ofthe Bri
tifh Parliament. They had endeavoured toincreale the mini-
fter’s embaraffments, by adding to the alarms and apprehen-
fions that prevailed without doors, and by a declaration that
they held it to betheir duty to confider the interefts and advan-
tages of Great Britain alone, and thence had determined ne-
ver to do any thing that might advance the interzft of Ireland.
He alluded to the infidious amendments that had been of-
fered by the oppofers of zovernment, and flated what had
been the minifter’s conduét throughout the wvhole of the pro-
cceding.  He afked, did it appear that the minifter had, on
any point, given way unneceifarily ? ‘on the contrary, was it
not evident that, af&uated bythe moft liberal principles
he had uniformly ftood up the advecate and friend of Ire-
fand, confcious that, in that chara&er, he could beft pro-
mote the mutual interefts. of the two kingdoms? After
all, he could venture to fay, that little or no diminution to
the intereft of Ireland would follow, from the alterations that
had been adopted, though a gratification had been afforded
to England by the guards and referves that had been provided,
the nature of which arofe from the nature of the agree-
ment endeavoured to be effeCted between two countries fo
fitnated. They ought not, he faid, to enter into a detail
till they had fixed a point to which they could refer the
whole, and, therefore, a bill was the propereft mode of
proceeding. It was their duty, at the prefent moment, to
take a large view of the bufinefs, and not to dwell on the
confideration of minute particulars. It was neceffary to
confider the great. ohjelt, to hold in view the mutual be-
nefit on the whole, and to regard the increafed ability
and importance of the empire. ~In fhort, it was neceffary
to fix the general principle before they proceeded to detail,
as fuch an equality as was meant to be the bafis of the
fyltem, was to be found rather in large maffes than in
fractions.. Henee the comparifon of fmaller articles with
each other was wrong, as it could afford no juft criterion
of cntire equality. From a view of the Englith Bill, he
faid, he was encouraged to propofe fuch provifions as might
carry into effeé almoft every effential point of their own
Propofitions.” He would fpeak of the furplus of the Here-
ditary Revenne hereafter. Great alarms, he obferved, had
been taken at the multiplication of the Refolutions, from ele-
ven ko twenty; Butit wasto be remembered that various a-

‘ mendments
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mendments had been propofed, by oppofition, in England, and
fome of them carried, which neceflarily increafed the num-
ber of the Refolutions ; becaufe the fyftem, in confequence;
became fo involved, that it had been the boaft of oppofition,
that, by their alterations and additions, tht;y had effeéted their
grand purpofe of perplexing the bufinefs, and of creating
difcontents in Ireland, without allaying thofe that exifted
in Great Britain. He trufted, however, that their aim
could not fucceed and that he fhould be able, in the
courfe of the bufinefs, to expofe their mifchief and mifre-
prefentations. Much, indeed moft, that had been faid in
obje&ion to the prefent ftate of the bufinefs was, that there
were conditions annexed to the original Propofitions ;. they
would, hereafter, fee what conditions oppofition would
have introduced, that were inadmiffible. As to the con-
{titutional and commercial rights of Ireland, many addi-
tions had been propofed in the Britifh Parliament that would
have invaded both. He would propofe none to that Houfe
which might not arife fairly and juftly from the {yftem, and
be confidered as a neceflary confequence of it. It had been
made an obje&ion, that the conditions had not been mention-
ed there firft. Inanfwerto that, it wasto be urged that the
Propofitions from thence had been agreed to upon certain
conditions which did not diminifh their advantages: and
this, he trufted, would be admitted, if he could prove that
we fhould have a tull participation of the trade and com-
merce of Great Britain on f{imilar conditions with herfelf;
and, that could furely never be confidered as a queftion of
Conftitution or Legiflation. In order to explain and elu-
cidate this argument, he went into a ftatement of the con-
ditions in queftion, and proceeded to juftify and defend
them. They differed not, he faid, from the conditions of
the former colonial {ettlement in 1780, as to principle, but
only in extent ; there was nothing new in them, except as
circumftances had improved for Ireland. The fyftem of
arrangement would give that country a larger right to co-
lony trade, and, confequently, it was neceflary to accom-
pany it with more extenfive conditions. He afked how it

was poffible for conditions to be avoided under any new
arrangement whatever. Would the Houfe have wifhed to
have avoided all conditions? Suppofe that the ten refo-

lutions, originally voted, had paffed folely, muft there have

been no effential conditions?  Was not that the fpirit of

the whole, as binding on both, as fuppofed to bind to per-

C manency
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manency by mutual intereft ? Were not they to exaét an
engagement of conditions from Great Britain? Was fhe
not to make it 2 condition to admit Irith goods at their
own duties, to reduce her duties in divers inftances, and to
conform to a variety of ftipulations? Was not this to be
a mutual legiflation ?  Did not Ireland legiflate for Great
Britain in the Propofitions? Was it theéir meaning to
make no condition, and only to take away all power of
legitlation from Great Britain, to forbid. her to lay duties
on the export of coals; on the import of linems, &c. &c.?
The thing could not exift without conditions ; their trade
was now under conditions by the agreement of the year
1780 : conditions, exaétly fimilar in nature as far as they
went, and therefore there was no queftion at all in the pre-
fent inftance of legiflation or conftitution. The queftion
was merely of the goodnefs of the bargain—a queftion
which could be afcertained only by an examination of the
bill, as there was no occafion fgr pedantic reference to
trcaties or compats, nor no neceflity, in their cafe, for
example. He advifed them to confider what the conditions
enabled them to do: fo far from binding their pofterity,
they did not even bind themfelves irrevocably. The con-
ditions were optional; Ircland had a conftant annual op-
tion of renewing laws for duties. He wifhed the country
dlways to have the liberty of parting with the arrangement
rather than fubmit to what fhe thought inconveniences.
He was; neverthelefs, not afraid that this would deftroy
the permanency of the agreement, becaufe the nature of
the permanency was mutual benefit. 'That was the founda-
tion ; that muft be the caufe of contimuance ; that muft
perperuate the compaét.  He faid he was glad to fee it fo,
and that there would be a concurrent power in both coun-
tries to judge of the whole and any parts. The additions
were, - certainly, for the advantage of Ireland, as they
gave her a greater power of determining for herfelf than
hefore 3 thercfore, he dectared he had no dread of thefe
conditions, nor could he be at all afraid of any refolution
like that offered to be moved the preceding day, afferting
the public independence of the legiflative rights of the
Parliament of Ircland. But, when he had flated the Bill,
and cfpecially that part of it, he trufted it would be found
that {uch a refolution would be ¢ither nugatory or perfeétly
nnneezfiarys

Mr.
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Mr. Orde next proceeded to an inveftigation of the cleven
Propofitions of Ircland, and twenty of Great Britain, in
order to fhew that they differed more in form than in fub-
flance. He began by confidering the nature of the naviga-
tion alts, as adopted by Mr. Yelverton’s Bill, and to prove
that England was now proceeding confonant to the fpirit of
that Bill, but upon an enlarged fcale, and much more to the
advantage of Ircland, he read an extra& from the intended
Bill to the following purport :

““ And whereas by an aét pafled in thiskingdom, in the 211t and 22¢ years
of his Majefty’s reign, intitled, An aé& forextending certain of the provifiong
contained in an A&, intitled an A& for confirming all the Statutes made in
England, reciting  that it is the earneft and affe@ionate defire, as well as
“ the true intereft of his Majefty’s fubjes of this kingdom, to promote, as
“ faras in them lies, the Navigation, Trade, and Commercial Interefts of Great
“ Britain, as well as Ireland, and that a imilarity of laws, manners, and
“ cuftoms muft naturally conduce to firengthen and perpetuate that affetion
“ and harmony which does, and ought atall times to fubfift between the

“ people of Great-Britain and Ireland;™ it is enaded that all fuch claufes
and provifions contained in any fiatutes therctofore made in England or

Great.Britain, concerning commerce, as import to impofe equal reftraints
on the fubjeéts of England and Ireland, and to entitle them to equal bene-
fits; and alfo all fuch claufes and provifigns contained in any ftatute made
as aforefaid, as equallyconcern the fzamen of England and Ireland, or of
Great-Britain and Ireland, fave fo far as the fame have been altered or re-
pealed, thould have been accepted, ufed, and executed in this kingdom
according to the prefent tenor thereof refpeétively.

“ In order therefore to carry into further effet the earneft and affei-
onate defire of his Majefty’s fubjeéts in this kingdom to promote the navi-
gation, trade and commercial jnterefts of both kingdoms; and in order to
provide for fecuring to the fubjects of both a full and equal enjoyment in
all times to come of the exclufive pri?ile_ges of the trade and ,n?vigation of
the empire,”

“ Be it declared by, &c. That that it fhall be held and adjudgedto be a
fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement, that all
privileges, advantages and immunities, which are now, or may hereaftef
be enjoyed, by fhips built in Great-Britain, or by fhips belonging to his
Majefty’s fubjelts refiding in Great-Britain, or by‘lhjps' manned by Britifh
{feamen, or by fhips manned by certain proportions of Britifh feamen, fhall
toall intents and purpofes whatever, be enjoyed in the fame manner, and
under the fame regulations and reftriQions refpectively, by fhips built in
Ireland, or by fhips belonging to any of his Majefty’s fubjeits refiding in
Ireland, or by fhips manned by Irith feamen, or by fhips manned by

- gestain_proportions of Irifh feamen; and that all laws which fhald
' hereafter
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hereafter be enacted by the Parliament of Great-Britain for fecuring ex-
clufive privileges, advantages and immunities to the fhips and mariners of
Great-Britain, and of the Britith Colonies, Settlements and Plantations,
thall fecure the fame privileges, advantages and immunities, in all refpeéts,
and in as full and ample manner to the thips and mariners of Ireland, as
to the fhips and mariners of Great-Britain, and of the Britifh Colonies,
Settlements and Plantations ; and that the like exclufive privileges fhall
from timeto time be confirmed and fecured in the fame manner, and un-
der the fame reftraints and regulations, in this kingdom, as in Great Britain,
to the fhips and mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britith Colo-

nies, Settlements and Plantations,
<« And be it declared, that it fhall be held and adjudged to be a funda-

mental and effential condition of the prefent fettiement, that Irifh fail-
cloth fhall be deemed Britifh, within the meaning of every aé, refpecting
the furnifhing of fhips therewith, and be entitled to equal preference or ad-
vantages as Britifh, for the ufe of the Britith navy,”

Havingread thefe claufes fromthe manufcript, Mr. Orde pro-
ceeded to ftate his Bill as applying to the eleven Propofitions :
he began with reading the firft, which was a general idea
comprifed in'the title of his Bill ; he next fpoke of the
fecond, which had been adopted and put into effect by the
Bill, except with refpe& to Eaft-India goods, which was pro-
vided for in a fubfequent part of it, as hewould ftate in due
order. When he came to the fourth, he read the Englifh
Refolution of May, 1782, refpeéting the connexion between
the two countries. © By the feventh, prohibitions, meeting
prohibitions were expunged. This was in favour of Eng-
fand, with regard to woollens and wool 3 but he muft ob-
{erve that no new Prohibitions were henceforth to be laid,
and thence the refult would be in favour of Ireland. The
linen was to be fecured, duty free, for ever, into England,
and, therefore, they gave her the wool; they fecured, alfo,
the fupply of coals, hops, falt, and bark to this country.
The ninth, under which an effe€tual preference was to
be given to articles of the growth, produce and manu-
fabture of each country, afforded a fecurity to the linen
manufaéure of Ircland. He confidered the tenth Refo-
lution as conneéted with this fyftem ; and that the ele-
venth was a pledge for the performance of it. That refo-
lution he fhould propofe under the limitation and condition
under which it had been confirmed in that Houfe. He
faid, the amount of the furplus of the annual revenue
was to be taken, not trom the a&ual receipts and expen-

ecs, byt from an annual eftimate, backed by the opinion
' of
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of that Houfe in an annual fupply; he explained this by
{tating that the furplus of the Hereditary Revenue, being
to be made an obje@ to be appropriated to the ftrength
of the empire, by its being applied towards the annual
expence of the navy, he fhould propofe that it ~fhould
depend upon the eftimate of expence agreeing with the
report of expence; and if there were any excefs, it thould
be deducted out of the furplus of the Hereditary Reve-
nuc. ‘This he fhould propofe the more readily, becaufe
if there fhould be any excefs, it muft be the fault of
government. Having faid this, he took notice of fome
opinions that had been explained and fuggefted in the houfe
on a preceding day, on the fubjeét of the condu& of the
Parliament of Great Britain touching the tenth Refolution,
and affured the houfe, that thofe opinions had been erro-
neous and ill-founded. 'There had, he admitted, been a
difficulty in wording the Refolution, and an offer had been
made of an alteration in refpe@ to its conftrutive and
phrafeological arrangement, but that had been abandoned
on the idea, that it was moft advifeable to refer to the Par-
liament of Ireland for an explanation of its own Refolution.
He defired to add, that it was his wifh that nothing fhould
be confidered as complete on either fide, till a mutual de-
claration of perfe& fatisfacion with the conditions and every
part of them fhould have paffed in the Parliaments of both
countries refpectively. By this means there would be to the
laft moment a fair and full opportunity for explaining
doubts and removing difficultics, if any fhould arife, or be
ftarted in the courfe of the difcuffion, that the introdu&ion
of a Bill would neceffarily introduce. It only remained for
him, he faid, to mention the particulars added to the Bill,
which tended to mothing but neceflary fecurities to
Great Britain. Ireland, he was perfuaded, was not fo un-
reafonable as todefire a participation of benefits on other
terms. Moft of thefe fecurities were obvioufly proper, and
- had only in view the prevention of fmuggling ; but he

would not take up the time of the Houfe, by going into a

detail of thofe additions to his bill that related to fmug-

gling. It was, a common caufe between the two coun-

tries. The Minifter, he obferved, had not interfered with

the foreign trade of this country, except as far as was ab-

folutely neceffary in prote&ion of the produce of the Colo-
A nies of Great Britain, and as that trade was given as an
' indulgence to Ireland, the condition of preference was
' founded
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founded on a principle of fairnefs and equality, but in
point of trading with America as a foreign country, the
Bill would in no refpe& interfere with the rights of Ireland.
‘The condition of 1980 was, he faid, the fame as the con-
ditions of the prefent adjuftment, by the arrangement then
the duty was referved to Great Britain; but by the pre-
fent arrangement the two countries would be further put
upon an ¢qual footing with refpe& to imports.  They would
alfo, as he had ftated, have a fecurity of that Colony
trade, which was not, by the agreement ofi1780, per-
manently fecured to Ireland, and the fecurity of their
linen trade into Great Britain, would likewife be effe&u-
ated. In his Bill, he faid, it was intended that there
fhould be an exception refpeéting the duty on rum, which
fhould continue to ftand as it did before, and as it did at
that inftant. He fpoke of the mode of enforcing this and
other covenants, and read the following claufes of his Bill :

Claufe 17. And be it further declared and enated, that jt fhall be held
and adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent
fettlement, that the people of this kingdom now and at all times to come,
fhall have the benefit of trading te and from the Britifh Colonies and Plan-
tations in the Weft Indies and America, and to and from the Britifh fet-
tlements on the coaft of Africa, and in all articles of their growth, pro-
duce, or manufa&ure, in as full and ample manner as the people of Great-
Britain ; and fhall likewife have the benefit of trading in the like ample
manner to and from all fuch Colonies, Settlements, and Plantations, which
Great-Britain may hereafter acquire or eftablifh ; and alfo to and from
fuch Britih fettlements as may exift in the countries beyond the Cape of
Good Hope, to the Streights of Magellan, whenever the commerce to the
faid countries fhall ceafe to be carried on by an exclufive company, having
liberty to import into the port of London only, and therefore that the com-
merce to and from the faid Colonies, Settlements, and Plantatioas, fhal! at all
times be carried on between Ireland and the faid Colonies, Plantations, and
Settlements, under the like regulations, reftrictions, and prohibitions, as
between Great-DBritain and the faid Colonies, Plantations and Settlements,
and fo that all articles imported from the faid Colonies, Plantations, and
Scttlemgnts’ ‘into Ireland, fhall be made fubjed to the fame d.utics as .the
like articles are, or from time to time fhall be fubject to on importation
and that all articles exported from Ireland to any of

inte Great-Britain ;
g may be made liable to fuch

the faid Colonjes, Plantations and Settlements, .
duties, and entitled to fuch drawbacks only, and put under fuch regulati-

ons as may be neceffary, in order that the fame may not be exparted wtth
lefs duties or impofitions than the like articles fhall be burthened thh
when exported from Great-Britain, and that the importation of the s,

of the growth, produce or manufadture of the faid Colonics, Plamat:on;
7 an
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and Settlements in America, the Weft-Indies, and the coaft of Africa, fhaif
be favoured by this Kingdom in as full and ample manner as by Great-
Britain, againft the inteference of fimilar articles from foreign colonies ;
and that the importation of fuch articles of the growth, produce or manu«
facture of any Britith colonies or fettlemenss beyond the Cape of Good
Hope, to the Streights of Magellan, fhall be fovoured in like mannsr ag
by Great-Britain, againft the interference of fimilar articles from any coun-
tries beyond the faid Cape to the faid Streights.—And be it therefore enact-
ed, that fuch perfons to be appointed as aforefaid, fhall prepare a like
fchedule or fchedules of fuch duties, prohibitions and regulations, as may
now be neceffary for the faid purpofe, refpecting the Britith colonies and
plantations, the Weft-Indies and America, and rhe Britith fettlements on
the coaft of Affrica, to be laid before the Houfe of Commons of this king-
dom in the next feflion of Parliament, or as foon after as conveniently
may be,

Claufe 18. Provided always, and it is hereby declared and enaled, that
it is not effential to, rior is it intended by the prefent fettlement that any
duty thould at any time be impofed on the exportation of linens or provi-
fions from this kingdom to any Britith Colony, Plantation or Settlement,
or any additional duty on the importation into this kingdom of rum from
any fuch Colony, Plantation, or Settlement, or of any material of manu-
falture which is now or may hereafter be allowed to be imported duty free,
into either kingdom,

Claufe 19, And be it declared, that it fhall be held and adjudged to be
a fundamental condition of the prefent fettlement, that all rum, peltry,
whale-fins, or oil imported from the countries belonging to the United
States of America, or as the produce of fitheries carried on by the fubjeés
of the faid States, fhall be fubjeét to the fame duties on importation into
this kingdom, as the fame are or may be fubjeét to on importation in like
manner into Great-Britain. _And be it therefore enaded, that the perfons
to be appointed as aforefaid, fhall prepare a fchedule or fchedules of fuch
duties as may be now neceffary to be impofed for that purpofe, and lay the
fame beforc the Houfe of Commons of this kingdom on the firft day of the
next feffion of Parliament, or as foon after as conveniently may be,

While America remained a Colony, trade with her, Mr.
Orde obferved, had been granted to Ireland. Now, that
America was independent, it muft be confidered as a fo-
reign ftatey and.the trade was free, only a prote@ion was
afforded by this arrangement to certain enumerated ar-
ticles, fuch as Oil, Peltry, W hale Fins, and New-Eng-
land Rum, of which a compleat fupply could be had.
He bcggcd_ however to be fully underftood, that the quef-
tion of the conftitution had never been withed to be dif-

turbed or interfered with ; and, if the houfe would refer to
the Britifh Bill, they would fee that it was propofed to make
: 15 it
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it a fundamental and effential condition of the fettlement,
that the full right of the participation of trade with the co-
lonies of Great Britain, as well the prefent as the future,
fhould be made its great obje&t. The houfe therefore would
confider, that fo long as that fhould be enjoyed in Great
Britain, in whom moft indifputably and of neceflity ex-
ifted the regulation, Ireland would enjoy the fame benefit.
Heé would here repeat, and he faid he could not too often re-
peat, that the conditions of the fyftem were purely optional,
yet they certainly would be expected to be complied with, till
Treland fhould refufe to continue to enaét in conformity to
them, when fhe fhould be of opinion that they became detri-
mental to her interefts; notwithftanding which option he de-
clared, he never would defert this rooted perfuafion, that the
fyftem would be lafting between both countries, becaufe it
was founded on mutual benefit.  There were fome few par-
ticulars, he faid, that {till remained to be mentioned, which
were among the advantages that would refult from the
fyftem to Ireland. He alluded to the export of Irifh
fail-cloth, (the claufe of the Bill that referred to which,
he had already repeated) and faid, what would be propo-
fed would remove a diftin&ion, and enable Ireland to
farnifh Britith fhips with Irifh fail-cloth, as it was in future
to be confidered as Britifh fail-cloth ; he alfo again alluded to
the export of linen and provifions, duty free, and the trade
to the Colonies, bothat prefent and in future, given in full
poffeffion, the ‘equal right of fithing upon the Coafts of
Great Britain, &ec. &c. He obferved, likewife, that
what the Knglifh had done with regard to copy-rights
and patents might poffibly be thought proper to be 1mi-
tated by the Pacliament of Ireland; but that would
remain for their future confideration. With regard
to the Eaft Indies, he faid, it had been the wifh of
Government to have put that trade upon a footing of
mutual participation, but, for obvious reafons, fuch an
idea was found to have been impra&icable. The Houfe,
he had ‘no doubt, therefore, would agree with him, that
refpedt ‘muft be paid to the charter of the Eaft-India Com-
pany. Hence by -the Bill Ireland was to trade with the
Eaft.Indies in like manner as Great-Britain did, but when
there fhould be no' chartered Company fhe would trade
with the Eaft-Indies exa&ly as fhe traded to the other
Britith Colonies.' But there was one moft effential advan
tagé which the Bill gave Ireland in this refpect, and that
was,
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was, the Bill allowed the export of Irith produce and ma:
nufa@ure to the Eaft-Indies, as freely and as fully as Bri-
tith produce and manufaéture. He ftated this advantage
alone to be of more value than all Ireland gave up, fince
fhe could not enjoy it if fhe did not give it up: nay, fo
beneficial to her did it appear to him, that he thought it
more fo, than if Ireland took the trade to the Indies whoily
upon herfelf on the fame terms as Great Britain now held it.

Mr. Flood afked the Right Hon. gentleman, if his Bill
was a copy of the Bill that had been introdced in the Bri-
tith Houfe of Commons by the Minifter ?

Mr. Orde replied, nearly.

Mr. Flsed wiflied to know what the differences were, and
to have them pointed out. .

Mr. Orde then faid, it differed in fome points, but it
agreed in effentials, and in making it a condition that
Great Britain fhould extend all the advantages of her trade,
commerce, and navigdtion laws to Ireland, If any thing
of doubt now remained on the mind of any gentleman, he
had only to lamerit that he had in vain endeavoured to put
every thing in the cleareft point of view, and he it fay
again and again that it never was, never had been, nor
never could be intended, that Ircland fhould abandon
in any fort whatfoever her conftitutional right of le-
giflating exclufively for herfelf, both externally and in-
ternally. But to put it out of difpute; he would end
with reading the concluding claufe or two of the Bill which
muft, in his opinion, remove all apprehenfions with
regard to the Conflitution: for, though he thought
thofe apprehenfions unneceflary, fie could have no hefita-
tion to fatisty fcruples that were fo extremely honourable 4
they deferved attention, and called for explanation. ‘Thofe
claufes would fhew, upon record, that Parliament neither
intended, nor had it in their power to relinquith the fmalleft
portion of the nation’s legiflative independence 5 they
would alfo fhew in what manner it fhould be known when
Ireland fhould confider the fettlement to be mfrinced ; and,
as fome partiality towards England might be {uppofed to
reft with the Minifters of the Crown, that queftion was left
to the decifion of the two Houfes of the Irith Parliament.
He repeated it, that Ireland was not called upon to bind
herfelf to follow the laws of another country except as they
were to their advantage, and that fhe would have the power
of relieving herfelf annually.

A D

Here
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Here Mr. Orde read the following concluding claufes of
the Bill.

« AND whereas no law made by the prefent Parliament can, or ought to
limit or reftrain the free and unqueftioned exercife of the difcretion of any
fucceeding Parliaments, who muit be competent squally, as is the prefent, te
every alt of legiflation whatever, and to deliberate upon, ena&, or decline
to enad, any of the regulations or provifions to be confidered as effential
and fundamental conditions.of this fettlement.”

¢ And whereas the continuance of the prefent fettlement muft depend
on the due obfervance, in beth kingdoms, of the feveral matters herein
declared to be fundamental and effential conditoins thereof, according te
their true intent, {pirit and meaning.”

“ Be it declared, that the continuance of the prefent fettlement, and the
duration of this a&, and of every thing herein contained, fhall depend upon
the due obiervance in the kingdom of Great Britain of the feveral matters
herein declared to be fundamental and effential conditions of the faid
fettlement, according to the true intent, meaning and fpirit of thereof,

« Provided neverthelefs, that all the faid fundamental and effential
conditions, fhall in all times be held and deemed to b, and to have been
duly obferved in the kingdom of Great-Britain, unlefs it fhall have been
exprefsly declared by a joint addrefs of both Houfes of Parliament of this
kingdom to his Majefty, that the fame have not been duly obferved,”

Having read thefe diftinétly, Mr. Orde apologized to
the Houfe for having fo long occupied their attention
by a fpeech that he feared had proved extremely dull, tedious,
and heavy, qualities of which he was confcious it muft
unavoidably partake. He had, however, thought it his
duty to defy the imputation of dullnefs, fo long as he left
nothing unfaid, that appeared to him to convey informa-
tion or explanation to his hearers: he concluded with thank-
ing the Houfe for their indulgence, and faying that with
their permiffion he would move, that leave be given to bring
in « g BILL for effectuating the intercourfe and commerce
between GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND, on per-
manent and equitable principles, for the mutual benefit of both
kingdoms.” : '

"The Chancellor of the Exchequer feconded the motion.

Mr. Orde tofe again to declare, that he had it in com-
mand from his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, to prefent 2
copy of the minutes of the evidence adduced at the bars
of the two Houfes of the Britifh Parliament, and of all the
papers printed by their orders ; a fchedule of which he pro-
mifed to deliver the next day.

The papers were laid on the table accordingly. .
Fe
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Mr. Connolly faid, he had before declared the bufinefs to

be intricate and myfterious ; he now foundit to be extremely
delicate. Inftead of conciliating, and as he had faid, dove-
tailing the two countries, it would in his opinion, have a con-
trary effeét; it would take away their conftitution and leave
them no commerce at all. He had the day before faid, he
would move a long adjournment, and propofe an addrefs to
his Majefty to explain the reafons of it, but his idea was
now totally changed : Having heard the Bill, he would ob-
je& to the motion for leave to bring it in. The Bill barter-
ed away the conftitution of Ireland. It was well known
he had been no advocate for the attainment of that confti-
tution ; but that Houfe having afferted the conftitution,
and the conftitution having been recognized, he had no right
to give his confent to alter or relinquith it, nor had any mem-
ber of that Houfe any fuch right, and the kingdom he was
perfuaded, would never fubmit to fuch a facrifice. The Bill
propofed to be brought in by the right honorable Gentleman,
notwithftanding the mazes and the labyrinth into which he
had endeavoured to lead the Houfe, with a view to difguife
and glofs over its real purport, it was evident, was in fub-
ftance and effe@, the fame with the Bill upon the table :
the bill breught into the Britifh Parliament, by the mini-
fter. It ought, therefore, to be oppofed in the firft inftance.
They had better not fuffer the Hydra that threatned ruin to
both kingdoms to grow up ; let them meet the mifchief in
its infancy and ftrangle it in the cradle. He had voted

. for the original Propofitions, becaufe he thought a per-

manent {yftem for the benefit of the two countries ; but the
Bill, now opened to the Houfe by the right honourable
Gentleman, inftead of dovetailing and uniting them, could
tend only to their mutual difcontent and feperation. Mr.
Conolly talked of the bad policy of Great Britain in confi-
dering Ireland as her rival in commerce, and by her con-
du& keeping three millions of people in that kingdom,
many of them in a ftarving and miferable condition, ra-
ther than having five millions of ufeful and induftrious fub-
je&s, for fo many, he faid, he was perfuaded the country
was capable of maintaining, and maintaining well, if pro-
per encouragement were given. He faid, he would again
refer to the allufion, he had made on a preceding day;
the whole bufinefs of the Propofitions was one continued
drama produced by the pen of the fame author, the Mini-
fter of Great Britain ; whether it was to be tragick or comick
remained to be proved. ‘The writer of the dramatis per-

: D2 : fone
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fone had firit made Mr. Ireland fpeak, and then Mr. England
{poke in his Refolutions ; he had fpocken a fecond time in
the Bill upon the table, and now the felf-fame author made
Mr. Ireland fpeak again to agree to the Bill, and fay, ¢ I
don’t think either conflitution or trade worth troubling my
head about ; if I keep them, you'll only torment me de die in
diem, fo that it is better to give up both at onge.” Mr. Ire-
land however, now fpoke, he hoped f for the laft time, and that
they fhould fee the curtain drop and hear no more of the

drama. He would not wifh to injure Great Britain. He

believed no man there would. But as an Irifhman, an
honeft man, and a friend to his country, he defpifed,
he reje@ed the right honourable Gentleman’s Bill ; he
would meet it in 1ts teeth, and give the motion for bring-
ing it in a dire& negative; as an Englifhman, alfo, he
would do the fame, for he was perfuaded thc interefts ot the
empire would be injured by it, and, in fo doing, he aled
upon no principle of party. He had been two and twenty
years a member of that Houfe, and he had voted with geo-
vernment whenever he could, b:caufe he a[wqys ‘thought it
right to fupport the government of the country. It was

well known, that he had done the fame, when he was a mem-

ber of .the Englith Parhamcnt, excepting in regard to one
meafure only, the American war, which he had umformly
oppofed ; he defied any man, therefore, to afcribe his vote
of that day or of any day to a party motive. The right hon.
Gentleman, he obfcrved had made it a matter of exulta-
tion to ftate the oppofition of England, as having thrown
difficulties in the way of the minifter, and had impyted the
objeétionablenefs of the plan to them. ‘The triumph was
as illtimed, asthe imputation was illfounded. The oppofition
in the p'lrhament of Great Britain had indeedobjeéted to the

plan, on the g'round that he fhould hlmfclf‘otc againft the

bringing in the Bill upon, Viz. becaufc it would lay the foun-
dation of lafting jealoufies 3nd perpctual difcontent between
thetwo countries. He was aware it had been faid that the
Duke of Portland had declared, in the Englith Houfe of
Lords, that it had never been the intention of the Cabinet,
over which he prefided, to make any further commercial
conceflions to Ireland. He had the beft authority to deny
that the noble Duke, for whofe many publick and private
virtues he entertained the moft profound refpect, had ever
made fuch an affertion, and he defied any man to prove that
he had. It was impoflible that the noble Duke could have
done fo, and he would tell the Houfe why : During Lnrd
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Northington’s adminiftration, three Bills had been brought
into that Houfe for the protection of Irifh manufadtures:
one impofing a duty on beer, the other a duty upon iron
wire, and the third on refined fugar imported from Great
Britain. Inthofe three inftances further benefits were grant-
ed to Ireland, which was an unanfwerable proof that the
noble Duke could not have faid what had been imputed to
him in the newfpapers. Mry. Conolly concluded with re-
_peating his intention of giving the motion a dire€t negative.

Mr. Orde rofe as foon as Mr. Conolly fat down, and de-
clared, that he had not made it matter of exultation, that
‘the oppofition in the two Houfes of the Britifh Parliament,
had thrown difficulties in the way of the minifter. The
fac undoubtedly was fo, but he confidered it as a matter
to be lamented, rather than a matter of triumph.

Mr. O’ Neil, (Fobn) declared, that the prefent moment
was of the moft important concern to the country ; the
conftitution was at ftake. The whole of the Refolutions
upon the table were ohnoxious, but the fourth was peculiar-
ly difgraceful. He withed therefore fome gentleman before
the Houfe rofe, would make a motion expreflive of the |
abhorrence the Houfe entertained of that Refolution. |
They ought not to fuffer the fettlement of the conftitution
in 1782 to be difturbed, much lefs to be overthrown. Un-
der that impreflion, he faid, he would give his negative to
the motion of the Right Hon. gentleman. (

Sir E. Newenbam reprobated the entire principle of the
intended Bill, as being the groffeft infult that could
be offered to an independent nation 3 and faid, that even
the introdu&ion of it would be a difgrace to Parliament.

As a friend to both countries, he withed neither the Propo-

fitions or Refolutions had ever been moved for ; that Great i
Britain {uffered already by obftinately perfevering in taxing
without reprefentation.

Mr. Grattan.. Sir, I can excufe the Right Hon. member \
who moves you for leave to bring in the Bill, he is an *
Englifhman, and contends for the power of his own coun-
try while I.am contending for the liberty of mine; he
might have {pared himfelf the trouble of ftating his own
Bill. I read it before, I read it in the twenty Refolutions,
I read it in the Englith Bill, which is to all intents and

_ purpofes the fame : and which he might read without the
trouble of reforting to his own. His comment is of little
moment, a Lord Licutenant’s Secretary is an unfafe com-
' mentator
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mentator on an Irifh conftitution ; the former merit of the
Right Hon. gentleman in prefling for the original Propofi-
tions and contending againft the prefent, which he now
fupports, may have been very great, and I am willing to
thank him for bis paft I\{Ervicﬁ; they may be a private con-
folation to himfelf. No morc====l differ from him in his
account of this tranfa&ion. He was pledged to his cleven
propofitions ; his offer was the Propofitions, our’s the taxes ;
he took the latter, but forgets the former. Ileave both,
and come to his fyftem. Here it becomes neceflary to go
back a little—I begin with your free trade obtained in
1779 ; by that you recovered your right to trade with every
part of the world, ‘whole ports were open to you, fubjeé to
your own unftipulated duties, the Britifh plantations only
excepted ; by that, you obtained the benefit of your infular
fituation, the benefit of your weftern fituatien, and the
benefit of your exemption from intolerable taxes. What
thefe advantages might be; no man could fay, but any man
who had feen the ftruggle you had made during a century
of depreflion, could forefee, that a fpirit of induftry operat-
ing upon a ftate of liberty in a young nation, muft in the
ceurfe of time produce fignal advantages—the fea is like the
earth, to nonexertion a waffe, to induitry a mine; this trade
was accompanied with another, a plantation trade; in this,
you retained your right to trade direétly with the Britifth
plantations in a variety of articles, without a reference to
Britith duties ; by this, you obtained a right to trade with
the Britith plantations direétly in each and every other ar-
ticle, fubje& to the rate of Britith duty; by this, you ob-
tained a right to fele@ the article, fo that the general trade
fhould not hang on the fpecial conformity ; and by this,
you did not covenant to affedt, exclude, or poftpone the
roduce of foreign plantations—the reafon was obvious,
ou demanded two things, a free trade and a plantation
trade 3 had the then minifter infifted on a covenant to ex-
clude the produce of foreign plantations, he had given you
a plantation trade inftead of a free trade, (whereas your
demand was both) and his grant had been inadequate, unfa-
tisfactory and inadmiffible,—thefe points of trade being fet-
tled, a third in the opinion of fome remained ; namely, the
intercourfe with England or the channel trade—A fuccefs-
ful political campaign, an unfuccefsful harveft, the pover-
ty of not a few, together with the example of England
brought forward in the year 83, a number of famifhing
manufa&urers

& - ol A o G eariar— i tank . o e s o “ij



&

(L8 )

manufa&urers witha demand of prote&ing duties ; the ex-
tent of their demand was idle, the manner of conveying
that demand tumultuary, but not being wholly refifted nor
yet adequately affifted, they laid the foundation of another
plan, which made its appearance in 1785, oppofite indeed
to their wifhes and fatal to their expe@ation ; this was the
fyftem of reciprocity, a fyftem fair in its principle and in
procefs of time likely to be beneficial but not likely to be
of any great prefent advantage, other than by ftopping the
growth of demand, allaying a commercial fever and pro-
ducing fettlement and incorporation, with the people of Eng-
land ; this fyftem was founded, on the only principle which
could obtain between two independent nations-equality, and
the equality confifted in fimilarity of duty; now as the
total abatement of duties on both fides, had driven the
Irifhman out of his own market, as the raifing our duties
to the Britifh ftandard had driven the Englithman out of
the Irith market, a third method was reforted to, the abate-
ment of Britifh duty to the Irifh ftandard: but then this
equality of duty was inequality of trade, for as the Englifh-
man with that duty againft him had beaten you in the Irifh
market, with that duty in his favour he muft keep you out
of the Englith : fo that under this arrangement the Eng-
lifth manufaéturer continued prote&ed, and the Irifh manu-
faturer continued expofed, and the abatement of duty was
no more than difarming the argument of retaliation. Had
the arrangement ftopped here, it had been unjuft indeed,
but as Ireland was to covenant that fhe would not raife

~ her duties on Britifh manufa&ures, England on her part

was to covenant, that fhe would not diminifh her prefer-
ence in favour of Irifh linen, and the adjuftment amount-
ed to a covenant, that neither country in their refpe@ive
markets would affe& the manufaure of the other by any
operative alteration of duty ; however, the adjuftment did
not ftop at the home manufa&ure, it went to plantation
produce, and here you flood on two grounds, law and
Juftice ; law,; becaufe you only defired that the fame words
of the fame a& of navigation fhould have the fame con-
ftruction on one fide the Channel as they have on the
other ; how they had ever borne a different one, I can-
not conceive, otherwife than by fuppofing that in your an-
cient ftate of dependency you were not intitled to the com-
mon benefit of the mother tongue ; the anfwer to this ar-
gument was unfatisfaGtory ¢ that England had altered the
' law,
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law,” but if England had /s altered the law, it ceafed to
impofe the fame reftriGions and confer the fame advan-
tages; and then a doubt might arife whether the aé of ma-
vigation was the law of Ireland, fo that you feemed en-
titled to the conftru@ion or free from the a& ; now it 13
of more confequence to England that you fhould be bound
by the a&t of navigation, than to Ireland to have the be-
nefit of the fair conftrution of it. But you ftood on ftill
better ground, juffice; was it jult that you fhould receive
plantation goods from England, and that England fhould
mot receive them from you ? here if you don’t find the law
equal, you may make it fo : for as yet you are a free Par-
liament.

I leave this part of the fubje& ; equality of duty but no
prefent equality of trade. I come to that part of the ad-
juftment which is inequality of both ;—and firft, the part
which relates to the primum of your manufa&ures. When
the original Propofitions were argued, Gentlemen exclaim-
ed, ¢ England referves her WooE and Ireland does not re-
ferve her Woollen Yarn,” it was anfwered, ¢ Ireland may
if fhe pleafes,” what will thofe Gentlemen now fay, when Eng-
land referves both ;—the primum of her manufaétures, and
of yours ; and not only woollen yarn but linen yarn, hides,
&c? To tell me that this exportation is beneficial to Ire-
land is to tell me nothing, the queftion is not about ftop-
ping the export, but giving up the regulation, in inftances
where England retains the power of regulation, and the a&
of prohibition. To tell me, that this exportation is necef-
fary for England is to tell me nothing, but that you are ma-
terial to England and therefore fhould have obtained at leaft
equal terms. Iown, toaffit the manufa@ures of Great
Britain as far as is not abfolutely inconfiftent with thofe of
Ireland is to me an objeé?; but ftill the difference recurs, fheis
not content with voluntary accommodation on your part, but
exaéls perpetual export from you in the very article, in which
fhe retains abfolute prohibition—¢ no new prohibition”—e-
very prohibition beneficial to England was laid before—none
in favour of Ireland. Ireland till 1779 was a province, and every
province is a vi&im, your provincial ftate ceafed, but before
the provincial regulations are done away, this arrangement
eftablithes a principle of u#i poffidetis, that is, Great Bri-
tain thall retain all her advantages, and Ireland fhall retain
-~ all her difadvantages. But I leave this part of the adjuft-
ment where reciprocity is- difclaimed in the outfet of

treaty
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treaty and the rudiment of manufa&ure ; I come to inftan-
ces of more ftriking inequality, and firft your fituation in
the Ealt. You are to give a monopoly to rhe prefent or any
future Eaft India Company during its exiftence, and to the
Britifh nation for ever after ; it has been faid that the Irifh-
man in this is in the fame fituation as the Englithman, but
there is this difference, the difference between having, and
not having the trade ; the Britith Parliament has judged it
moft expedient for Great Britain to carry on her trade to
the Eaft, by an exclufive Company ; the Irith Parliament
is now to determine it moft expedient for Ircland to have
no trade at all in thefe parts. 'Thisis not a furrender of the
political rights of the conftitution, but of the natural rights
¢f man; not of the privileges of Parliament, but ¢ of the
rights of nations,”—¢ not to fail beyond the Cape of Good
Hope and the Straits of Magellan” an aweful interdié&t | Not
only European Settlements, but neutral countries ex-
cluded, and God’s providence thut out in the moft opulent
boundaries of creation ; other interdi&s go to particular
places for local reafons, becaufe they belong to certain Eu-
ropean States, but here are neutral regio:s forbidden and
a path prefcribed to the Irithman on open fea. Other inter-
di&s go to a determinate period of time, but here is an
eternity of reftraint, you are to have no trade at all during
the exiftence of any Company, and no free trade to thofe
countries after its expiration ; this refembles rather a judg-
ment of God than an a& of the legiflature, whether you
meafure it by immenfity of {pace or infinity of duration, and
has nothing human about it except its prefum ption.

What you lofe by this furrender, what you forfeit by giv-
ing up the poflibility of intercourfe with fo great a propor-
tion of the inhabited Globe, 1cannot prefume to Jay 5 but this
I can fay, that Gentlemen have no right to argue from pre-
fent want of capital againft future trade, nor to give up
their capacity to trade becaufe they have not yet brought
thatcapacity into a&ion, ftill lefs have they a right to do
fo without the thadow of compenfation, and leaft of all on the
affe@ed compenfation which, trifling with your underftand-
ing as well as intereft, fuffers a veflel to go to the Welt, in
its way to the Eaft. I lcave this uncompenfated furrender—
I leave your fituation in the Eaft which is blant—I leave
your fituation in the Eaft which is the furrender of
trade itfelf ; and I come to your fituation in the Weft which
35 a furrender of its freedom. EYos‘-m to give 2 monopoly
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to the Britith plantations at their own taxes; before, you
did fo only in certain articles, with a power of fele&ion,
and thenonly as long as you pleafed to conform to the con-
dition, and without any ftipulation to exclude foreign pro-
duce. It may be very proper to exclude foreign produce
by your own temporary laws, and at your own free will
and option, but now you are to covenant to do fo for ever,
and thereby you put the trade out of your own power for
ever, and you give to the Englifh, Weft as well as Eaft,
an eternal monopoly for their plantation produce in the
taxing and regulating of which you have no fort of delibe-
ration or interference, and over which Great Britain has a
compleat fupremacy. Here you will confider the advan-
tage you receive from that monopoly, and judge, how far
it may be expedient to fet up againft yourfelves that mono-
poly tor ever ; there is fcarcely an article of the Britifh plan-
tations that is not out of all proportion dearer than the fame
article is in any other part of the Globe, nor any one arti-
cle that is not produced elfewhere, for fome of which arti-
cles you might eftablifh a mart for your manufa&ures.
Portugal, for inftance, capable of being a better market
for our drapery than Great Britain ; this enormity of price
is aggravated by an enormity of tax, what then 1s this co-
venant ? to take thefe articles from the Britifh plantations,
and from none ether, at the prefent high rates and taxes,
and to take them at all times to come, fubje& to whatever
further rates and taxes the Parliament of Great Britain fhall
ena&. Let meafk you, why did you retufe Proteéting Duties
to your own people? becaufe they looked like a monopoly ;
and will yougive to the Eaft India merchant, and the Weft
India planter fomething more? a monopoly where the mo-
nopolift 1s in fome degree the law-giver. The principle of
\ equal duty or the fame reftri€tion is not the thadow of fe-
curity ; to make fuch a principle applicable the objeéts
muft be equal, but here the objeés are not only diffimilar
but oppofite ; the condition of England is great debt and
greater capital, great incumbrances, but ftill greater abili-
ties; the condition of Ireland, little capital but a {mall
debt, poveriy but exemption from intolerable taxes. Equal
burthens will have oppofite effeéts, they will fund the debt
‘of ohe country and deftroy the trade of the other ; high du-~
ties will take away your refource, which is exemption from
thom, but will' be a fund for Great Britain : thus the co-
\ lony principle in its extent is dangerous to a very great de-
gree.
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gree. Suppofe Great Britain fhould raife her colony duties

to a ftill greater degree, to anfwer the exigency of fome

future war, or to fund her prefent debt, you muft follow,

for by this bill you would have no option in foreign

trade ; you muft follow, not becaufe you wanted the tax, but

left your exemption from taxes thould give your manufa&ures

any comparative advantage. Irith taxes are to be precautions

againit the profperity of Irith manufaéures ! You muft fol-

low becaufe your taxes here would be no longer meafured

by the wants of the country or the intereft of her commerce,

becaufe we fhould have inftituted a falfe meafure of taxation ;

the wants and the riches of another country, which exceeds

you much in wants, but infinitely more in riches. I fear

we fhould have done more, we fhould have made Englith

jealoufy the barometer of Irifh taxes. Suppofe this countr

fhould in any degree eftablith a dire& trade with the Britifh

plantations, fuppofe the apprehenfions of the Britith manufac-

turersinany degree realized, they may diétate your duties, they

may petition the Britith Parliament to raife certain duties,

which fhall not affe& the articles of their intercourfe, but A
may ftop yours ; or, which thall affe& the articles of their '
intercourfe a little and annihilate yours ; thus they may by

one and the fame duty raife a revenue in England, and de-

ftroy arival in Ireland. Camblets are an inftance of the

former, and every valuable plantation import an inftance of 4
the latter ; your option in foreign trade had been a reftraint ;
on Hagland, or a refource to Ireland, but under this adjuft-

ment you give up your foreign trade, and confine yourfelf to

that which you muft not prefume to regulate. 'The exclu-.

fion of foreign plantation produce would feem fufficient, for

every purpofe of power and domination, but to aggravate, |
and it would feem, to ifult, the Independent States of 1
North America are moft ungracioufly brought into this ar- '
rangement, as if Ireland was a Britith colony, or North {
America continued a part of the Britifh dominion 5 by the

North America was to

be imported to Ireland, fubjet to Britifh duties 5 the bill is

more moderate, and only enumerates certain articles, but

what right has Great Britain to interfere in our foreign

trade, what right has fhe to dictate to us on the fubje@ of

North dmerican trade? How far this country may be further

affeéted by clogging her plantation trade and furren-
Ihall not for the prefent ftop more
t I muft flop to proteft againft one
2 circumftance B/

dering her free trade,
minutely to inquire, bu
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circumftance in this arrangement, which fhould not ac-
company any arrangement, which would be fatal to fettle-
ment itielf, and tear afunder the bands of faith and affec-
tion ; the circumftance I'mean, isthe opening of the fettle-
ments of the Colony trade, and free trade of 1779+ this ad-
juftinent takes from you the power of choofing the article,
fo that the whole covenant hangs on the {pecial circum-
ftance, and takes from you your option inthe produce of
foreign plantations, and even of America. It is a revifion
in peace of the fettlements of war, it is a revocation in
peace of the acquifition of war. I here afk by what autho-
rity ? By what authority is Ireland obliged now to enter into
a general aceount for paft acquifitions ? Did the petition of
the Manufa&urers defire it ? Did the addreffes of the laft
feffion defire it ? Did the Minifter in this feffion fuggeft it ?
No; I call for authority, whereby we can be juftified in
waving the benefit of pait treaties, and bringing the whole
relative fituation of this country into queftion in an ar-
rangement, which only profeffesto fettle her channel trade ?
T conceive the fettlements of the lalt war are facred; you*
may make other fettlements with the Britifh nation, but
ou will never make any f{o beneficial as thefe are ; they were
the refult of a conjuné&ure miraculoufly fermed, and fortu-
nately feized. The American war wasthe Irifh harveft. From
that period, as from the lucky moment of your fate, your
commerce, conftitution, and mind took form and vigour ;_
and to that period, and to a firft and falient principle muft
they recur for life and renovation. Tistherefore I confider
thofe fettlements as facred, and from them Iam naturally
led to that part of the fubje@ which relates to compenfa-
tion, the payment which we are to make for the loffes which
we are to fuftain; certainly compenfation cannot apply to
\ the free trade fuppofing it uninvaded, firft, becaufe that
J trade was your right ; to pay fortherecovery of what you fhould
never have loft, had been to a great degree unjuft and de-
rogatory ; fecondly, becaufe that free trade was eftablifhed
in 1775, and the fettlement then clofed and cannot be opened
now ; to do fo were to deftroy the faith of treaties, to make
it idle to enter into the prefent fettlement, and to render it
vain to enter into any fettlement with a Britifh Minifter.
The fame may be faid of the Colony trade ; that too was
fettled in 1779 on terms then fpecified, not now to be
opened, clogged, conditioned or circumfcribed 5 ftill lefs
does compenfation apply to the free conftitution of 1782.
is
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His Majefty then informed you from the throne ¢ thefe

things come unaccompaniced with any ftipulatlon,” be-
fides, the free conftitution like the frec trade was your right.
Freemen wont pay for the recovery of right ; payment had
derogated from the claim of right; fo we then ftated to mi-
niftry. It was then thought that to have annexed fubfidy
to conftitution had been a barren experiment on public
poverty, and had marred an illuftrious experiment on the
feelings of the nation, and had been neither fatisfadtion to
Ireland, nor revenue to Great Britain. 'This bolder po-
licy, this happy art, which faw how much may be got by
tax, and how much muft be left to honour, which made a
bold pufh for the heart of the nation, and leaving her free
to aceuire, took a chance for her difpofition to give, had its
effe@, for fince that time until the prefent moff unfortunate
attempt, a great bulk of the community were on the fide of
government, and the parliamentary conftitution was a
guarantee for public peace.

See then what you obtained without compenfation,—a
Colony trade, a free trade, the independency of your Judges,
the government of your army, the extenfion of the un-
conftitutional powers of your council, the reftoration of the
judicature of your lords, and the independency of your
legiflature !

See now what you obtain by compenfation—a covenant
not to trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits
of Magellan ; a covenant not to take foreign plantation pro=
duce, but as the Parliament of Great Britain fhall permut;
a covenant not to take certain produce of the United States
of North America, but as Great Britain thall permit ; a co-
venant not to take Britith plantation produce, but as Great
Britain fhall prefcribe 5 a covenant to make fuch aés of na-
vigation as Great Britain fhall prefcribe ; a covenant never
to prote& your own manufa&ures, never to guard the pri-
mum of thofe manufaures !—Thefe things are accompa-
nied, I do acknowledge with a covenant on the part of
England to difarm your argument for prote&ing duties, to
give the Englifh language in the a& of navigation the fame
conftru@ion in Ireland, and to leave our linen markets
without moleftation or diminution. One fhould think fome
God prefided over the libertics of this country who made it
frugality in the Irith nation to continue free, but has an-
nexed the penalties of fine as well as infamy to the furren
der of the conftitution {. From this confideration ot com-

meree,




L e L A R, _ S L o o *'uw‘“"".s-"*‘vw

(.80 3)

merce, a queftion much more high, much mere deep,
the invaluable queftion of conftitution arifes, in which
the idea of proteéting duties, the idea of reciprocal du-
ties, ‘countervailing duties, and all that detail vanith, and
the energies of every heart, and the prudence of eve
head, are called upon to fhield this nation, that long
deprefled, and at length by domeftic virtue and foreign
misfortune emancipated, has now, to defend her newly-
acquired rights and her juftly-acquired reputation ; the
queftion is no lefs than that, which three years ago
agitated, fired and exalted the Irifh nation—the indepen-
dency of the Irith Parliament! By this Bill we are to cove-
nant that the Parliament of Ireland fhall fubfcribe what-
ever laws the Parliament of England fhall prefcribe, re-
fpeé&ting your trade with the Britith Plantations, your trade in
the produce of Foreign Plantations, and part of your trade
from the United States of North America. There is alfo a
fweeping Covenant or Condition, whereby we are to agree to
fubfcribe whatever laws the Parliament of England fhall pre-
fcribe refpecting Navigation ; the adjuftment fubjeé&s alfo
our reverfionary trade to the Eaft to the fame terms—over
all thefe objects you are to have no propounding, no deli-
berative, ne negative, no legiflative power whatfoever.
Here then is an end of your Free Trade and your Free
Conftitution ; I acquit the people of England ; an ill-ground-
cd jealoufy for their trade feems aggravated by a well-found-
ed alarm for your liberty ; unwilling to relinquith, but when
relinquithed, too magnanimous and too wife to refume ab-
dicated tyranny ; they feel in thefe Propofitions an ho-
nourable follicitude for the freedom of Ircland and the good
faith of Great Britain, and fee the darling principles and
paffions of both countries wounded in an arrangement
which was to compofe them for ever : To a propofal there-
fore fo little warranted by the great body of the people of
England, fo little expe&ted by the people of Ireland, fo lit-
tle fuggefted by the Minifter, and {o involving to whatever-
is dear to your intereft, honour and freedom, I anfwer, #o.
I plead pait fettlements, Iinfift on the faith of nations, the
objection fhould have been made when thefe fettlements
was making ; but now the logic of Empire comes
too late 3 no accommodation, no deprecation on this
fubje&t : Affertion, national affertion, national reaffrzi-
on! If three years after the recovery of your freedom,
you bend—your children, corrupted by your example, wif/
furrender 3—but if you ftand firm and innexorable, you

make
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make a feafonable impreffion on the people of England,
you give a wholefome example to your children, you af-
ford an awful inftrution to his Majefty’s Minifters, and
make (as the Old Englifh did in the cafe of their Charter)
the attempt on Irifh hiberty its confirmation and eftablifh-
ment ! :
However, left certain gloffes fhould feem to go un-
-anfwered, I fhall, for the fake of argument, wave paft fet-
tlements and combat the reafoning of the Englith Refoluti-
ons, the Addrefs, his Majefty’s anfwer, and the reafoning
of this day. It is here faid, that the laws refpecting Com-
merce and Navigation fhould be fimilar, and inferred, that
Ireland fhould fubfcribe the laws of England on thofe fub-
je&ts : that is the fame law, the fame legiflature, but this
argument goes a great deal too far—it goes to the Army, for
the Mutiny Bill fhould be the fame ; it was endeavoured to
be extended to the celle&tion of your Revenue, and is in
train_to be extended to your taxes ; it goes to the extin&i-
on of the moft invaluable part of your Parliamentary ca-
pacity ; it is anunion, an incipient and a creeping union ;
a virtual union, eftablithing one will in the general con-
cerns of Commerce and Navigation, and repofing that
will in the Parliament of Great Britain ; an union where
our Parliament preferves its exiftence after it has loft its an-
thority, and our people are to pay fora Parliamentary Efta-
blithment, without any proportion of Parliamentary Re-
prefentation. In oppofing the Right Hon. Gentleman’s
Bill, T confider myfelf as oppofing an union in /fimine,
and that argument for union which makes fimilarity of law
and community of intereft (reafon ftrong for the freedom
of Ireland !) a pretence for a condition which would be diffi-
milarity of law, becaufe extin&ion of conftitution, and
therefore hoﬁility, not community of intereft; I afk on
what experience 1s this argument founded ?—Have you ever
fince your redemption refufed to preferve a fimilarity of
law in_Trade and Navigation ? Have you not followed
Great Britain in all her changes of the A& of Navigati-
on, during the ‘whole of that unpalatable bhufinefs, the
American War ? Have you not excluded the cheap produce
of other Plantations, in order that Irifh poverty might
give a monopoly to the dear produce of Britith Colonics ?
Have you not made a better ufe of your liberty than Great
Britain did of her power? But I have an obje&ion to this
argument, ftronger even than its want of foundation, in
reafon and experiment ; I hold it to be nothing lefs than
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an intolerance of the Parliamentary Conftitution of Ire-
land, a‘declaration that the full and free external legiflation
of the Irifh Parliament is incompatible with the Britith Em-
pire. Idoacknowledge that by your external power, you
might difcompofe the harmony of Empire, and I add, that
by your power over the Purfe, you might diffolve the State,
but to the latter you owe your exiftence in the Conftituti-
on, and to the former, your authority and ftation in the
Empire ; this argument, therefore, refts the conneétion
upon a new and a falfe principle —goes directly againft the
root of Parliament—and is not a difficulty to be accommo-
dated, butan error to be eradicated ;3 and if any body of men
can ftill think that the Irifh Coaftitution isincompatible
with the Britith Empire, do&rine which I abjure as fediti-
on againft the Conftitution—but if any body of men are
juftified in thinking that the Irifh Conftitution is incom-
patible with the Britith Empire,—perifh the Empire | —live
the Conftitution! Reduced by this falfe dilemma to take a
part, my fecond wifh is the Britifth Empire, my firft with
and bounden dutv is the liberty of Ireland—but we are told
this imperial power is not only neceffary for England but
fafe for Ireland. What is the prefent queftion ? what but
the abufe of this very power of regulating the trade of Ire-
land by the Britith Parliament excluding you, and includ-
ing herfelf bgr virtue of the fame words of the fame A& of
Navigation ¥ And what was the promovent caufe of this
arrangement ! what but the power you are going to fur-
render, the diftin& and independant external authority of
the Irith Parliament, competent to queftion that mifcon-
ftru&ion ? What is the reimedy now propofed ? the evil,—go
back to the Parliament of Eng{and ~I afk again, what were
the difficulties in the way of your Eleven Propofitions? what
but the jealoufy of the Britith Manufa&urers an the {ubjeét
of trade ? And will you make them your Parliament, and
that too for ever, and that too on the fubje& of their jea-
loufy, and in the moment they difplayed it—fafe! I will
fuppofe that jealouly realized, that you rival them in fome
market abroad, and that they perition their Parliament to
impofe a Regulation which fhall affe& a tonnage which
you have and Great Britain has not ; how would you
then feel your fituation, when you fhould be obliged to re-
gifter all this? And how would you feel your degradation,
when you fhould fee your own Manufa&urers pafs you by
as a cypher in the Conftitution, and deprecate’ their ruin

at
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at the bar of a Foreign Parliament—{fafe! Wherice the
American war? Whence the Irith reftriGtions ? Whence
the mifconftruétion of the A& of Navigation ? Whence
but from the cvil of fuffering one country to regulate the
Trade and Navigation of another, and of inftituting, un-
der the idea of gencral Protectorefs, a proud domination,
which facrifices the intereft of the whole to the ambition of
a party; and arms the little paffions of the Monopolift with
the fovereign poteney of an imperial Parliament ; for great
nations when curfed with unnatural fway follow but their
nature when they invade ; and human wifdom has not bet-
ter provided for human fafety than by limiting the principles
of human power. The furrender of Legi flature has been
likened to cafes that not infrequently take place between
two equal nations covenanting to fufpend in particular
cafes their refpective legiflative powers for mutual benefit ;
thus Great Britain and-Portugal agree to fufpend their le-
giflative power in favour of the Wine of the one and the
Woollen of the other, but if Portugal had gone farther,
and agreed to fubfcribe the laws of England, this cove-
nant had not been treaty but conqueft ; fo Great Britain
and Ireland may covenant, not to raife high duties on each
others manufadures, but if Ireland goes farther, and cove-
nants to fubfcribe Britifh law, ‘this is not a mutual fufpenfion
of the exercife of legiflative. power, but a transfer of the.
power itfelf from one country to another, to be ex-
ercifed by another hand j fuch covenant is not reci-
procity of trade, it is a furrender of the government of
your trade, inequality of trade and inequality of conftitu-
tion. I {peak however as if fuch transfer could take place,
but in fa& it could not, any arrangement fo covenanting
is 2 mere nullity, it could not bind you, {till lefs could
it bind your fucceflfors, for man is not omnipotent
over himfelf, neither are Parliaments omnipotent over
themfelves to accomplifh their own deftruction and propa-
gate death to their fucceffors ; there is in thefe cafes a
fuperiour relationfhip to our refpe&ive Creators—God—the
Community, which in the inftance of the individual, ar-
refts the hand of fuicide, and in that of the political body,
ftops the a& of furrender ; and makes man, the means of
propagation, and Parliament the organ to continue liberty,
not the engine to deftroy it. However, though the furren-
der is void, there are two ways of attempting it, one by a
furrender in form, the other by a furrender in fubftance $
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appointing another Parliament your fubftitute, and' con-
fenting to be its regifter or ftamp, by virtue of which to in-
troduce the law and edi& of another land ; to cloath with
the forms of your law, foreign deliberations, and to prefide
over the difgraceful ceremony of your own abdicated autho-
rity 3 both methods are equally furrenders and both are
wholiy void. I fpeak on principle, the principle on which-
you ftand—your creation. We, the limited Truftees of de-
legated power, born for a particular purpefe, limitted to a
particular time, and bearing an inviolable relationfhip to
the people who fent usto Parliament, eannot break that
relationthip, counteraé& that purpofe, furrender, diminifh,
or derogate from thefe privileges we breathe but to pre-
ferve. Could the Parliament of England covenant to fub-
feribe your laws ? Could fhe covenant that Young Ireland
thould command and Old England fhould obey? It fuch a
propofal to England were mockery ; to Ireland it cannot be’
conftitution. Ireft on authority as well as principle, the
authority on which the revolution refts ; Mr. Locke, who
in his chapter on the abolition of Government, fays, that
the transfer of legiflative power is the abolition of the ftate,
a0t a transfer. Thus I may congratulate this Houfe and:
myfelf, that it is one of the bleflings of the Britifh Contftitu-
tion, that it can not perifli of a rapid mortality nor die in
day, like thé men who fhould prote& her; any a& that 2
would deftroy the lberty of the people is dead-born from
the womb ;' men may ptit down the public caufe for a fea-
{on, but another year would fee Old Conftitution advance
the honoursef his head, and the good inftitution of Par-
liament fhakingoff thetomb to reafcend in all its pomp:
and pride,-and plenitude and privilege !

Sir, Ihave ftated thefe Propofitions and the Bill as 2 mere
transfer of external legiflative authority to the Parliament of
Great Britain, but I have underftated their mifchief, they
¢ to taxation, taxes on the trade with the Britifh' planta~
tions,  taxes on the produce of foreign plantations, taxes or
forme of the produce of the United States of North America ;
they go to port duties, fuch as Great Britain laid on
America; the mode is varied, but the principle is the famz.
— Here Great Pritain takes the ftamp of the Frifh Parhiament,
Great Britain is to preferibe, and Ireland is to obey! We
anticipate the rape by previous furrender, and throw into
the feale our honor, as weil as our liberty. Do not ima-
gine that all thee Refolutions are mere aéts of regulation 3

they
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they are folid fubftantial revenue, great part of your add:-
tional duty. I allow the Bill excepts rum and tobacco ; but
the principle is retained, and the operation of it only
kept back. I have ftated that Great Britain may by thefe
‘Propofitions cruth your commerce, but fhall be told that the
commercial jealoufy of Great Britain is at an end  But are
her wants at an end ? are her wifhes for Irifh fubfidy at an

end ? No—and may be gratified by laying colony duties on

‘herfelf, and fo raifing on Ireland an imperial revenue to be
fubferibed by .our Parliament, without the confent of our
Parliament, and in de(pite of our people. Or if a minifter
fhould pleafe to turn himfelfto a general excife, if withing
to relieve from the weight of further additional duties the
hereditary revenue now alienated, if wifhing to relieve the
alarms ofythe Englith manufa&urers, who complain of our
exemption from excifes, particularly on foap, candles, and
leather : he fhould proceed on thofe already regiftered arti-
cles of taxation, he might tax you by threats, fuggeflting
that if you refufe to raife an excife on yourfelf, England
would raife colony duties on beth. See what a mighty
anftrument of coercion this Bill and thefe Refolutions— ftir
and Great Britain can cruth you—ftir and the minifter can
crufh you in the name of Great Britain—he can crufh your
imports—he can cruth your exports,—~he can do this in a
manner peculiarly mortifying, by virtue of a claufe in a
Britith a& of Parliament that would feem to impofe the
fame reftri&ions on Great Britain ~he can do this in a

- manner ftill more offenfive by the immediate means of your

own Parliament, who would be then an a&ive cypher,
and notorious ftamp in the hands of Great Britaiq, to forge
and falfify the name and authority of the people of Ireland.
I have confidered your fituation under thefe Propofitions
with refpe& to Great Britain: fee what would be your
fituation with zefpe& to the Crown ! You would have
granted to the King a perpetual Money Bill, or a Money
Bill to continue as long as the Parliament of Great
Britain fhall pleafe, with a covenant to increafe it as often
as the Britith Parliament fhall pleafe. By the Refolutions
a great part of the additional duty would have been fo
granted—the trade of the country is made dependant on
the Parliament of Great Britain, and the Crown is made
lefs dependant of the Parliament of Ireland, and a code of
prerogative added to a code of empire. If the merchant
after this fhould petition you to lower your duties on the
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articles of trade, your anfwer ¢ trade is in covenant.”
If your conftituents fhould inftru& you to limit the Bill of
Supply, or pafs a fhort Money Bill, your anfwer, ¢ the
purfe of the nation lke her trade is in covenant.”—No
more of fix months Money Bills—no more of inftru&tions
from conftituents—that conne&lion is broken by this Bill,
— pafs this, you have no conflituent—yon are notthe reprefen-
tive of the people of Ireland, but the regifterof the Britifh
Parliament, and the equalizer of Britifh duties! :
In order to complete this chain of power, one link (I do
acknowledge) was wanting—a perpetual Revenue Bill, or
a covenant from time to time to renew the Bill for the
collection thereof. The twentieth Refolution and this Bill
founded upon it attain that objeé. Sir, this Houfe refts
on three pillars—your power over the annua! Mutiny Bill
—your power over the annual Additional Duties—your
power over the Colleétion of the Revenue. The latter
power is of great confequence, becaufe a great part of our
revenuces are granted for ever. Your anceftors were flaves ;
and for their eftates, that is, for the a& of fettlement grant-
ed the hereditary revenue, and from that moment cealed
to be a parliament ; nor was it till many years after that
Parliament revived § but it revived as you under this Bill
would continue 5 without " parhamentary power'; cvery evil
meafure derived argument, energy and cffence from this
conftitutional fund. If a’ country gentieman complained
of the expences of the crown, he was told a frugal govern-
ment could go on without a Parliament, and that we held
our exiftence, by withholding the difcharge of our duty.
However, though the funds were granted for ever, the
provifion for the colle&tion was inadequate—the {muggler
learned to evade the penalties, and Parliament, though not
neceffary for granting the Hereditary Revenue, became ne-
ceflary for its colleétion.——Here then we reft on three
pillars—the annual Mutiny Bill—the annual Additional
Supply—and the annual Collection of the Revenue. If you
remove all thefe, this fabric falls ; remove any one of them,
and'it totters ; fon it is not the mace, nor the chair, nor
this dome, but the deliberative voice refident therein that
conftitutes the effence of Parliament. “Clog your delibera-
tions, and you are no longer a Parliament, with a thoufand

gawdy furviving circumftances of thew and authority.
Conteraplate for a moment the powers which this Bill
prefumes to perpetuate—a perpetual repeal of trial by jury—
' -~ aperpetual
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a perpetual repeal of the great charter—a perpetual writ of

affiftance—a perpetual felony to ftrike an excifeman !
The late Chief Baron Burgh fpeaking on the revenue

bill, exclaimed, ¢¢ you give to the dipping rule what you

thould deny to the fceptre.”

All the unconftitutional powers of the excife we are to
perpetuate, the conftitutional powers of Parliament we are
to abdicate. Can we do all this? can we make thefe
bulky furrenders, in diminution of the power, inderogation of
the pride of Parliament, and in violation of thofe eternal
relationfhips, which the body that reprefents fhould bear to
the community which conftitutes ?

The pretence given for this unconftitutional idea is weak
indeed ; that as the benefits are permanent, fo thould be
the compenfation. But trade laws are to follow their na-
ture—revenue laws to follow their’s. © On the permanent
nature of commercial advantages depends the faith of trade,
on the limitted nature of revenue laws depends the exiftence
of Parliament. But the error of the argument arifes from
the vice of dealing. It is a market for a conititution, and
a logic applicable to barter only, is applied to frecdom.—
"To qualify this dereliG&ion of every principle and power, sive
furrender is made conftitutional; that is, the Britifh market
for the Irith conftitution, the fhadow of a market for the
{ubftance of a conftitution ! ¥You areto referve an option—

trade or liberty,—if you mean to come to the Britith market

you muft pafs under the Britith yoke. I objeét to this
principle in every thape, whether you are, as the Refolution
was firft worded, direétly to transter legiflative power to the
Britith Parliament ; whether, as it was afterwards altered,
you are to covenant to fubfcribe her a&s 5 or whether, as
it is now foftened, you are to take the chance of the Britifh
market, fo long as you wave the blefiings of the Britith con-
ftitution—terms difhonourable, derogatory, incapable or
forming the foundation of any fair and friendly fettlement,
injurious to the political morality of the nation; 1 would
not harbour a flavifh principle, nor give it the hofpitality
of a night’silodging in a land of liberty! Slavery 1s hke
any other vice, tolerate and you embrace ; you fhould
guard your conftitution by fettled maxims of honour, as
well as wholefome rules of law ; and one maxim fhould be,
never to tolerate a condition which trenches on the privi-
lege of Parliament, or derogates from the pride of the ifland:
#=Liberal in matters of revenue, praticable in matters of
R ' . commerce ;
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commerce ; on thefe fubje&s I would be inexorable ; if the
genius of Old England came to that bar, with the Britith
conftitution in one hand, and in the other an offer of all
that England retains, or all that fhe has loft of commerce,
I fhould turn my back on the latter, and pay my obeifance
to the bleffings of her conftitution, for that conftitution will
give you commerce, and it was lofs of that conftitution that
deprived you of commerce. Why are you not now 2 wool-
len country? becaufe another country regulated your trade.
—Why are you not now a country of re-export ? becaufe
another country regulated your navigation. I oppofe the
original terms as flavifh, and I oppofe the conditional
claufe as an artful way of introducing flavery, of foothing
an high fpirited nation into fubmiffion by the ignominious
delufion that fhe may fhake off the yoke when fhe pleafes,
and once more become a free people. The direé&t uncon-
ftitutional Propofition could not have been liftened to, and
therefore refort is had to the only poffible chance of de-
ftroying the liberty of the people, by holding up the bright
reverfion of the Britifh conftitution, and the {peculation of
future iberty, as a confolation for prefent fubmiffion.
But, would any gentleman here wear a hvegr to-night,
becaufe he might lay it afide in the morning ¢ or would
this Houfe fubftitute another, becaufe next year it might
refume its authority, and once more become the Parliament
of Ireland? I do not believe we fhall get the Britith—but
I do not want to make an experiment on the Britifh market,
by making an experiment likewife on the conftitution and
{pirit of the people of Ireland. But do not imagine if you
fhall yield for a year, you will get fo eafly clear of this
inglorious experiment ; if this is not the Britifh market,
why accept the adjuftment ? and if it is, the benefit thereof
smay take away your deliberative voice. You will be bribed
out of your conftitution by your commerce—there are two
ways og taking away free-will, the one by dire& compulfion,
the other by eftablifhing a prapollcnt motive. Thus a
fervant of the Crown may lofe his free-will, when he is to
zive his vote at the hazard of his office, and thus a Parlia-
ment would lofe its free will, if it a&ed under a conviGion
that it exercifed its deliberative funion at the rifk of its
. commerce. No one queftion would ftand upon its own
legs, but each queftion would involve every conlideration
af trade, and indeed the whole relative fituation of the

two countries. And I bcfcc.ch you to confider that ﬁtuatloné
an
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and contemplate the powers of your own country, before
you agree to furrender them. Recolle& that you have now a2
right to trade with the Britith plantations, in certain arti-
cles, without reference to Britifh duties—that you have a
right to trade with the Britifh plantations in every other
article, fubje& to the rate of Britith duties—that you have
a right to get clear of each and of every part of that bargain
—that you have a right to take the preduce of foreign
plantations, fubje& to your own unftipulated duties—that
you have a right to carry on a free and unqualified trade
with the United States of North America—that you have
a right to carry on an experimental trade in countries con-
tiguous to which Great Britain has eftablifhed her mono-
polies—the power of trade this, and an inftrument of
power and ftation and authority in the Britith empire!
Confider that you have likewife a right to the exclufive
fopply of your own market, and to the exclufive referve
of the rudiment of your manufa&tures. That you have an
abfolute dominion over the public purfe, and over the
colle&ion of the revenue—if you atk me how you
fhould ufe thefe powers, I fay for Ireland, with due regard
to the Britifh nation; let them be governed by the fpirit
of concord, and with fidelity to the connexion; but
when the mover of the Bill afks me to furrender thofe
powers, I am aftonifhed at him. I have neither ears,
nor eyes, nor funétions to make fuch a facrifice. What!!
that free trade, for which we exerted every nerve in 177¢,
- that free conftitution for which we pledged life and fortune in
1782 ! Owr lives are at the fervice of the empire —but—our
liberties! No—we received them from our Father, which
is in Heaven, and we will hand them down to our children.
But if gentlemen can entertain a doubt of the mifchief of
thefe propofitions, are they convinced of their fafety ? the
fafety of giving up the government of your trade ? no! the
mifchief 1s prominent, but the advantage is of a moft
enigmatical nature. Have gentlemen confidered the fub-
je&, have they traced even the map of the countries, the
power or freedom of trading with whom they are to fur-
render for ever ? Have they traced the map of Afia, Africa,
and America ? Do they know the French, Dutch, Portuguefe,
and Spanifh fettlements? Do they know the neutral powers of
thofe countries, their produce, aptitudes and difpofitions ?
Have they confidered the ftate of North America? its pre-
fent ftate, future growth, and cvery opportunity in the
- endlefs
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endlefs fucceffion of time attending that narfe of come
merce and afylum of mankind ? Are they now competent
to declare on the part of themfelves and all their pofterity
that a free trade to thofe regions will never in the eflux of
time be of any fervice to the kingdom of Ireland? If
they have information on this fubje& it moft be by a com-
munication with God, for they have none with man ; it
muft be infpiration for it cannot be knowledge... In fuch cir-
cumitances to fubfcribe this agreement ; without knowledge,
without even the affe&ation of knowledge, when Great
Britain with all her experience and every means of infor-
mation from Eaft Indies, Weft Indies, America, and with
the official knowledge of Ireland at her feet, has taken fix
months to deliberate, and has now produced twenty Refo-
lutions with an hiftory to each, amounting to a code of em-
pire, not a {yftem of commerce: Ifay in fuch circumftances
for Ircland to f{ubfcribe this agreement would be in-
fatuation, an infatuation to which the nation could
not be a party, but would appear to be concluded
or indeed huddled with all her pofterity into a fallaci-
ous arrangement, by the influence of the Crown with-
out the deliberation of Parliament, or the confent of the
people ! This would appear the more inexcufable becaufe we
are not driven to.it, adjuftment 1s not indifpenfible ; the
areat points have been carried ; an inferior queftion about
the home market has been ftarted and a commercial fever
artificially raifed, but while the great points remain undif-
turbed the nations cannot be committed; the manufac-
turers applied for prote&ing duties and have failed; the
minifter offered a fyftem of reciprocity and fucceeded in
Ireland, but has failed in England ; he makes you another
offer inconfiftent with the former, which offer the Englith
do not fupport and the Infh deprecate. -

We can go on, we have a growing profperity and as
yet an exemption from intolerable taxes ; we can from time
to tume regulate our own commerce, cherifh our manu-.
factures, keep down our taxes, and bring on our people, and
hrood over the growing profperity of Young Ireland. In the
mcan time we will guard our Free Trade and Free Con-
{titution as our only real refources ; they were the ftruggles
of great virtue, the refult of much perfeverance, and our
hroad.bafe of public altion! We fhould recolle& that this
Houfe may now with peculiar propriety interpofe, becaufe
vou did with great zeal and fuccefs, on this very fubje& of

{ trade, bring on the people, and you did with great pru- 4
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dence and moderation on another occafion, check a cer-
tain defcription of the people, and you are now called upon
by confiftency to defend the people. Thus mediating between
extremes, you will preferve this ifland long, and preferve
her with a certain degree of renown. Thus faithful to the
conftitution of the country you will command and infure
her tranquillity, for our beft authority with the people is,
oteétion afforded againft the minifters of the crown.
t is mot public clamour but public injury that thould alarm
you ; your high ground of expoftulation with your fellow
fubje@s has been your fervices; the free trade you have
given the merchant; and the free conftitution you have given
the ifland! Make your THIRD GREAT effort, preferve them,
and with them preferve unaltered, your own calm fenfe of
public right, the dignity of the Parliament, the majefty
of the people, and the powers of the ifland | Keep them un-
fullied, uncovenanted, uncircumferibed, and unftipendiary !
Thefe paths are the paths of glory, and let me add, thefe
ways are the ways of peace ; fo fhall the profperity of your
country; though without a tongue to thank you, yet laden
with the blefiings of conftitution and of commerce, bear
atteftation to your fervices, and wait on your progrefs with
involuntary praife | e .

Mr. Mafon, (in anfwer to Mr. Grattan) faid, he was not
furprized that the right hon.' Gentleman fhould be exceed-
ingly jealous ofany meafure thatappeared to him to infringe,
even in the flighteft degree, that conftitutional independence

_ which he himfelf had reftored to his Country ; but that jea-

loufy was a paffion whichapplies itfelf more powerfully to the
imagination, than it docs to the underftanding of the per-
fons poffeiled with it, and is apt, as Shakefpeare tells us, to
make the food it feeds on:i This, faid he, was precifely
the cafe of the right honourable Gentleman on that occafion;
as he would venture to affert, that this attack on the con-
{titution of Irelandy which the right horiourable Gentleman
had repelled with fo much ability and zeal, had no real ex-
iftence, but was merely the creature of his own imagination.

He faid, he fhould not be furprized if the commercial
regulations of the Bill then moved for fhould occafion a
great diverfity: of opinion; or that fome of them, when
confidered fingly, and not as compofing part of a fyftem,
fhould appear exceptionable § for if, in a treaty of that na-
turdwst“ci'y’ article was in favour of one of the parties, there
:ﬁé an end of tbat-equaééyyhiah muff neceffarily be

the
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the bafis of any permanent agreement between the two na-
tions ;—but that the objeétions that had been urged againft
thofe regulations on conftitutional grounds appeared to him
entirely void of foundation; to be fraught with abfurdity
and mifchief, and calculated to anfwer the worft of pur-
pofes; to fpread a falfe alarm through all parts of the king-
dom, to irritate the public without juft caufe againft the
Britifh Parliament, and to perfuade the people, that the
conftitutional independence of their country was in danger
at the very moment that it was moft {ecure ;—at the very
moment that all the branches of the legiflature in both

kingdoms were vying with each ether; which of them fhould:

affert the independence of Ircland in the ftrongeft terms;
at the very time when the Minifter of Ireland had moved
for a Bill, intended to contain a claufe for that purpofe ;
when the Minifter of Great Britain had a&ually prefented
a Bill declaring that the Parliament of Ireland alone was com-
petent to make laws to bind that kingdom, in any cafe what-
cver ; and when both the Houfes of Parliament in Great
Britain had concurred in prefenting an Addrefs to the
‘Throne, containing the like explicit deelaration ; nay, even
the ftipulation required by Great Britain, that Ireland fhould
adopt her future commercial regulations, was the ftrongeft ac-
knowledgement of their independence ; for why had fhe de-
parted on that occafion from her eftablithed praétice of re-
gulating the commerce of every part of the empire by her
own Parliament only 2 Why had fhe then relinquithed that
power which fhe had exercifed without controul for 120

ears? Becaufe fhe acknowledged the independence of Ire-
land; becaufe fhe well knew that no a& of her Parliament
would be confidered as valid by the people of Ircland, if
it were not confirmed by the Irith legiflature.

He faid, that he had liftened with- attention to the fe-
veral claufes of the intended Bill, and fhould not hefitate
to affert, that if there was any one claufe more abfolutely
neceffary than the reft, any one with which it was impoi-
fible to difpenfe, it was that very claufe which the right
honourable Gentleman had reprobated ; for what wasthe ob-
je&tof the pending negociation between Great Britain and
Ireland? It was to form upon principles of juftice and equa-
lity a final and permanent adjuftment of commercial in-
tercourfe between the two countries. Now if they took into
confideration only the commercial regulations at prefent ex-

‘ifting, they might form a fyftem that would be juft and equal ;

but
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but in order to render it permanent alfo, they muft go fome-
what farther—they muft look forward to futurity, and take
care not only that the commercial regulations of both king-
doms were the fame at that day, but that they fhould ever be
the fame at all times hereafter. If they did not that, their
{yftem could neither be final or permanent, and their eternal
adjuftment would laft but for a feflion. A perpetual confor-
mity of commercial regulations was neceflary to render the
fyftem permanent, which could never be preferved unlefs the
parliament of one country fhould agree to adopt the commer-
cial regulations that fhould, from time to time, be eftablifhed
in the other ; the queftion therefore was reduced to the fingle
point, in which of the two kingdoms the future commercial
regulations of the empire ought properly to originate? Should
they originate in Ircland, a country that as yet had but lit-
tle experience in matters of commerce, in the infancy of its
trade, manufa&ures and induftry ? or fhould they originate
in Great Britain, the greateft commercial nation upon earth,
the feat of empire, and of courfe the kingdom on which
muft depend their treaties of commerce with foreign na-
tions ? She was miftrefs of the Colonies to which the prin-
cipal part of their trade would be dire&ed, and miftrefs of
the navy that muft prote& that trade. There was furely no
man fo blindly prejudiced in favour of his country as not
to acknowledge that the future ecommercial regulations of
the empire ought rather to originate in Great Britain than
in Ireland. '

When Mr. Yelverton propofed his bill for adopting in
Ireland all fuch commercial laws of Great Britain as con-
ferred equal benefits, and impofed equal burdens on the
fubje&@s of both kingdoms, the motion was received with
general applaufe ; now the only purport of the claufe in
queftion was, to extend to futurity the provifions of that Bill,
which they all approved of, and to recommend it to fuc-
ceeding Parliaments to adopt fuch future commercial re-
gulations as fhould be founded on the fame principles of
juftice and equality. :

He next begged leave to remind the Houfe of the terms
on which they then enjoyed the privilege of trading with the
Britifh plantations ; the terms, he faid, were, that they
fhould conform from time to time to fuch rules and re-
ftritions as Great Britain fhould ena& for regulating the
Weft India trade, and alfo that they thould adopt fuch duties
on all commodities exported from Ireland tothe plantations,
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and imported from them, as Great Britain impofed upon
the fame articles—not only the duties exifting at rhat day,
but alfo thofe that Great Britain thould think proper to lay
on at any future time; and accordingly, thougl}: they paffed
one equalizing Bill in 1780, they were forced to pafs ano-
ther in the following feffion, in order that their duties might
correfpond with thofe which Great Britain“had impofed
within that interval. Thofe, faid he, were the terms diGat-
ed by Great Britain, and accepted by Ireland ‘on that oc-
cafion. ~ Did the right honouraElc Gentleman’s pride revolt

againft that ftipulation ? ' Did he rejeét with fcorn thofe

humiliating conditions, as infringing  on the legiflative in-
dependence of Ircland? No, he reccived this conceffion
like the reft of his fellow citizens, with fatisfa&ion and
gratitude ;—yet that ftipulation was furely more offenfive
than that which was the fuifaje& of the prefent debate; for in
order to avail themfelves of the treaty which they were then
about to conclude, mnothing ‘was required but that Ireland
fhall adopt fuch commercial regulations of the Britifh Par-
liament as fhould confer equal benefits, and impofe equal
burdens on the fubje&s of both kingdoms, and fhould tend at
the fame time to increafe the fhipping and mariners of the
empire.© But in order to enjoy the commerce of the plan-
tions, they bound themfclves not only toadopt herregulations,
but alfo to impofe fuch duties as Great Britain fhould pre-
fcribe on all commodities, whether native or foreign, ex-
?ortcd. to the Weft Indies, and on every article imported
rom thence, rum only excepted. He therefore contended
for it, that that ‘was the more offenfive ftipulation of the
two, as if ever a country was to be jealous of the interfer-
ence of a foreign legiflature, the ought furely to be moft
fo in matters that related to the impofition of taxes. ™

He fuppofed it would be faid, that by accepting of the
trade to the plantations, om the terms he had ftated, Ire-
fand bound herfelf to nothing ;—that fhe had it always in
her power to refufe to impofe the fame duties with Great
Britain, and that the only confequence of that refufal would
be a fufpenfion of their trade to the Weft Indies, with re-
fpe& to that article, the duty on which they refufed to equa-
lize; but he faid, that in the prefent cale they ftood pre-
cifely on the fame ground, for that it would be always in
the power of the Parliament of Ireland to reje& the com-
mercial regulations of Great Britain, and that the only
confequence of that rejeétion would be, a diffolution of

the prefent treaty.
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No man, he faid, could be fo ignorant asto imagine
that Great Britain required by this ftipulation that they
thould pafs any law, rendering it compullory on future Par-
liaments to regifter the commercial ediéts of Great Britain
every man of common fenfe muft know that this was irm paf-
fible ;—that it was not in the power of a Parliament by any
a& of theirs to bind fucceeding Parliaments, or even to
bind themfelves in a fubfequent feflion.  All they bound cur-
felves to by accepting of thofe conditions, was to adopt fuch
laws as had been paffed by Great Britam fince Mr. Yel-
verton’s Bill, impofing equal burdens, and conferring equal
benefits on the {ubje&s of both kingdoms, and then to re-
commend it to fucceeding Parliaments to follow their ex-
ample, and to adopt from time to time fuch further regu-
lations as fhould be founded on the fame principles of juftice
and equality.—But notwithftanding their recommendation
and example, every future Parliament would have its option,
cither to adopt or reje& thofe regulations. How then, faid
he, in the name of God, can this ftipulation affe& the
fupremacy of the Irifh Legiflature ?

' "He exprefled his hope that the treaty if concluded, would
be final and permanent, but defired the Houfe would re- |
colle@ that they were not about’to form an indiffoluble |
contra&, like the treaty of union between England and
Scotland ; for the moment the a& of union pafled, the Par-
liament of Scotland was annihilated, or rather merged in
that of Great Britain ; and if the articles of union had prov-
ed highly oppreffive to the people of Scotland, they were
left without refource, exeept what they fhould find in the
moderation of the “Britith Parliament, or the hazards of a
civil war ; the body of men to whom they would otherwife
have applied for redrefs no longer exifted—their Parliament
was no more ; but the Parliament of Ireland, notwithftand-

ing that treaty, would remain in full vigour, and would al-
ways be able'to reje&, if they pleafed, the regulations of
Great Britain. sl : '

“ He faid, that he was confident it would ever be their in-
tereft to adopt thofe regulations ; for though they could not
be too jealous of the monopolizing fpirit of that kingdom,
whilft fthe affumed the right of making laws to bind them,
and of promoting her own commerce by the deftru@ion of

theirs ; from the time that, in confequence of the prefent

treaty, the commerce of both countries would become the

[ar e, and their interefts fo united, it would be im lf;
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fible for Great Britain to make any laws injurious to the
trade of Ireland, which would not be equally fatal to her
own ; they fhould run no hazard by adopting "the policy of
the wifeft commercial people in Europe. But if, contrar
to every reafonable expe@ation, Great Britain thould happen
to pafs any laws injurious to the commerce of the empire—
if Old England thoyld fall into a ftate of dotage, and grow
too foolith to underftand or to purfue her real interefts, it
would then be in the power, and become the duty of the
Parliament of Ireland to declare off from any commercial con-
neétion with that devoted people ; and the worft that could
happen to them was, that after having enjoyed for centuries
together a full participation of the Britifh commerce, and
increafed both the wealth and confequence of the nation by
that participation, they might be forced in the end to break-
off the conne&ion, and ftand precifely in the fame fituation,
with refpe& to Great Britain, that theyd:d at that day.

Mr. . B. Ponfonby faid, as this queftion was merely a
motion for introducing a bill, he would not hefitate to vote
for it. He thought deliberating upon the fubje& but a
proper degree of refpe@ to the manner and perfon who
introduced it, and when the Bill was before the Houfe,
they would be beft able to judge whether it affe@ed their
conftitutional rights or not.” He profefled himfelf as warm
a friend to thofe rights as any man, and declared, he would
ever fupport the Conftitution ; but he faid, ke would referve
himfelf till he faw the Bill, and if it fhould then appear, that
it militated againft the conftitution, he fhould refift it.

8ir Nicholas Lawlefs—Sir, fince this kingdom has hap-
pily recovered her conftitutional and commercial rights, it
has ever appeared to me that a fyftem fomewhat of the nature
of the Propofitions, agreed unto by both Houfes of our Par-
liament, was neceflary to the fupport of a political and friend-
ly union between this country and Great Britain. From
a conviétion, Sir, of fuch neceflity, I fupported the origi-
nal Refolutions, and fhould have been happy to have feen
them returned agreeable to this country. ‘The Right He-
nourable Gentleman has now given us the outline of the
Bill he means to introduce, and I confefs, I cannot fee it in
the alarming light in which it appears to fome gentlemen ;
and indeed from the highly honourable chara&er of our
Chief Governor, and the opinion which I entertain of the
candour and integrity of the Minifter in this Houfe, Ican-
not think that they could be induced to forward a Bill fo very
oppofite in its nature and tendency to the repeated declara-
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tions of regard to our rights which we have heard him make,
For thefe reafons, Sir, I wifh that leave may be given to
bring in the Bill, and that after jts mntroduétion fufficient
time may be given to all whom jt may more immediately
concern, and indeed to the country in general, to confider
it in every point of view ; and if upon confideration it fhall
be found to trench upon our conititutional or commercial
rights, I give my word that I fhall be one of the laft men in
this Houfe to give it my affent; but as ] hope that its ten-
dency will be found dire&ly contrary, and that I with to
ftrenghthen as much as poffible the chain of conneétion be-
tween both countries, and perhaps it may at this time be
more particularly defirable to fhew the world that we are in
perfeét harmony with the fifter country, and wifh fo to con-
tinue—for thefe reafons, Sir, I repeat it, I am for givin
the Right Honorable Gentleman leave to bring in his Bill.
Mr. Gardiner rofe and declared that he meant not to en-
ter into the fubje& at large, as he thought the Right Hon.
Gentleman had faid as much as it was poflible to fay upon it.
The only queftion before them was, as to the admiflion of
the Bill, and whether it was derogatory to that Houfe to
admit it. He did not think jt was; but, if he had been
of opinion that the Bill was likely to infringe the rights of
the conftitution, no man would have been more r
have oppofed its introduion than himfelf. His notion was,
and indeed he was convinced, that it would never be poffi-
ble for Ireland to participate in the commerce of Great
Britain, unlefs fhe confented to regulate that commerce b
a fimilarity of laws. Occafions muft occur, in procefs of
time, which would excite jealoufies and rivalthips equally
deftru&ive to “both countries, unlefs their commerce was
carried on underthe fame laws. Nor was the practice new ;
it had alrcady obtained; they were at that time obliged
to tollow Englith laws. He begged to know, whether Gen-

tlemen thought it poffible to arrange and eftablith a fyftem
of mutqal commerce with Great Britain o

cady to

cable. If the cafe were fo, and Gentlemen neverthelefs re-
tufed to admit the Bill, merely becaufe it called upon Ireland
henceforward to pafs fuch laws, in refpeét of trade and na-
vigation as the Parliament of Great Britain fhould think
neceflary to pafs, he would beg leave to afk the Houfe, wh

had they entered at all upon the fubje&, or addreffed the
Crown refpe@ing it ? It ftruck him, that no reafonable ob.
Je€tion could be urged againft the mode propofed for the re-

gulation
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gulation of the commerce of the country in future, becaufe;
in point of fa&, Ircland had been aéting under fimilar laws
with Great Britain ever fince her attainment of her Free
Trade. The capital objeétion to the Twenty Refolutions,
he obferved, neverthelefs was, that they were to be bound
by Britith laws; a ftrange obje&ion truely, when it was
confidered that their Plantation I'rade had hitherto been,
and was to continue to be fubje& to a fimilar obligation.
"Fhat Refolution therefore could not put them into a worfe
fituation than they were in at prefent; thefe, he faid, were
his plain ideas: Another matter that he would juft obferve
upon, was, who were to be the judges of the infra&ion of
the compa& between the two countties By the Bill, it
was declared that the three eftates of Great Britain, the
King, the Lords and the Commons, muft pronounce by
a pofitive ftatute, that Ireland had broken the Treaty be-
fore any breach of it could be charged upon her ; whereas,
on the contrary, if Ireland thought Great Britain had vio-
lated it, an addrefs of the two Houfes of the Irith Parliament,
was deemed to be a fufficient authority for charging the
breach upon her. ‘Thiswas 2 guard and fecurity to Ireland

init the influence that Minifters who guided the Crown
might be fuppofed to have over it, and confequently an ad-
vantage on the part of Ircland. There was, however, he
faid, one obje&ion againit the fyftem, andthat was, while
it guarded the raw materials of England, it left thofe of
Ireland open and unguaarded ; but that was rather a matter
to be difcuffed when the Bill was in a Committee than at
: prefent, and wasno reafon for refufing to fuffer the Bill to
be introduced in order to be difcuffed and examined ; he
therefore fhould give his confent to the motion, having fo
much confidence in the Houfe, on all occafions, and in its
integrity and vigilance, moft efpecially when matters of
confequénce to the interefts of their country came under
confideration, that he kad no doubt that they would deal
with the meafure as it fhould, upon examination, be found
to deferve. For which reafon, he trufted, that even at this
late feafon, they would meet it manfully, and not ftifle it in
its birth, in compliance with the advice of thofe Gentle-
men who had declared they fhould vote againit the intro-
du&ion of the Bill.

Sir Henry Cavendifb. Sir,1have attended with great anx-
jety to the opening of this bufinefs, and I confefs, I have at-
tended with a great deal of partiality to what fell from the
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Right Hon. Gentleman over the way, and my earneft with
was to coincide with him if I poflibly could, I am well
aware of, and indeed I lament the unpleafant fituation into
‘which this bufinefs has plunged the Adminiftration—an
Adminiftration I have always fupported; becaufel believed
‘they had abilities equal to their fituation, and honefty equal
to any thing. 'The motion for leave to bringin a Bill is
reckoned very ftrong ground, and it 1s an excellent motion
for quicting the Parliamentary confcie ces of Gentlemen,
but it is to be cenfidered, whether the Bill to be brought in
is to contain any thing derogatory to the legiflative rights of
Ireland. Sir, the Right Hon. Gentleman has been pecu-
liarly candid in ftating what is to be the fubjeét matter of it ;
and though I know he thinks that part refpe@ing the legifla-
tive rights of the Parliament of Ireland, does not militate
a%ainﬁ: thofe rights. Tho’ he thinksthe ena&ing the Fourth
of the Twenty Propofitions paifed in'England is nothing
more than a neceflary condition, yet as I am of a very
different opinion from him in that particular, it is for that
reafon I fhall vote againft giving the Right Hon. Gentleman
leave to bring in the Bill, which I'think is the moft fair,
manly, and honeft way of a&ing, rather than paying him
the empty compliment of giving him leave to have the Bill
brought in, and then vote againft the pafling it through the
Houfe. Therefore, Sir, I fhall givea negative at once to
the prefent queftion. I am forry I cannot indulge that
partiality I have for the prefent Adminiftration, but my in-
- tereft as a man, as an Irifhman, the intereft, and honour
of the nation call aloud “upon me to reje&t a meafure fo
deftru&ive in my opimion to the legiflative rights of Ire-
land. I cannot readily fuppofe that this Houfe will pafs
the Bill. This I will fay, ‘if they fhall, they will have be-
trayed the truft repofed in them by their country ; they will
have rendered themfelves odious to every honeft man in

the kingdom, but I truft, and believe they will not fo far

difgrace themfelves. “But if this Bill thould pafs into a law,

then I fay every legal conftitutional ftep ought to be taken

to get it repealed as foon as poffible. The people of this

kingdom have too much {pirit and honefty to fit down quiet

under fuch a law. Sir, it requires no fkill, no abilities to

roufe the people of this kingdom againft this meafure: they

are already roufed; the difficulty will be to appeafe them.

If anysthing I ever faid in this Houfe could be remembered,

Gentlemen will recolle&, -ﬂ;;_t I have always been an ene-
L
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my to improper applications from the people, and ‘have
ftocd forward in oppofition to indecent expreflions in this
Houfe upon that {ubje& tending to roufe the pcople to.an
illegal refiftance of the awthority of this Houfe. 'If Ticould
fpeak to the people of Ireland, if I eould extend my voice
from one end of the Kingdom te the utmoft vergeof the
other, I would recommend patience and peace. If this
Bill fhould pafs, I would recommend conftitutional petitions
to both Houfes of Parliament, conftitutional petitions to
the King for the repeal of it. I would repeat thofe petitionis
decently, and fervently, if the firft application did not
fuccecd. If Parliament fhould not liften to fuch a confti-
tutional method of applying fer the repeal of the Bill, a
queftion would then come before the Publick of a ferious na-
ture indeed. A queftion fo ferious,and fo very much affect-
ing the exiftence of this kingdomas an independent nation,
that I fhall not now go into the eonfideration of it. I
thould lament the necefiity of going inte the confideration
of the origin of Government, of the compaé& upon which
focieties are formed by which the people give up a part of
their liberty for the prote&ion of the remainder. May
there never be occafion to agitate that queftion! May it
{lecp for ever ! It lcads me however to make an applicati-
on to the Placemen and Penfioners of this Houfe, and
give me leave to fay, I{peak of fome of them with re-
fpe@— fome there are who a& from principle, and would
difdain to barter the rights of their country for the emolu-
ments of office—fome Penfioners too there are who have

done fervice to their country, fome who are penfioned in

confequence of Addrefles of this Houfe ; but fhould this
Bill pafs, their occupation would be gone, there would be
no ncceffity. for Government to apply to Members for their
votes upon any queftion ; we fhould be an Houfe, of Re-
giftry, only—a record of the Edi&s of Great Britain.
Votes would not be wanted; falaries would not be given,
penfions would ceafe, and the few neceffary offices for
tranfa@ing the public bufinefs would alone remain, and
they too im all probability, in the courfe of a few years,
would be in the hands of Britons. Therefore I would recom-
mend it to Gentlemen to oppofe Adminiftration on this
occafion one and all, and not 2 man of you will be turned
out. 'This, Sir, is no queftion of party. Look at the
condu& of Gentlemen on both fides of the water, Gen-
‘lemen of the fame party fupport, and oppofe the meafure ;

oppofe
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oppofe it in England, fupport it in Ircland. It is no quel-
tion of family ; one brother with an Irifh voice pleads for
the indepcnc{:ncc of this kingdom, and rejeéts the Bill 5—
another brother, for whom I entertain a very great clteem,
and who always a&s like an honeft man, is of a different
opinion, and thinks he is fupporting the rights of Ireland.
It is not a queftion of the Adminiftration of this country or
of Great Britain, it is an Irifh queftion, it is a quefkion of
national independence, it is a queftion of the legiflative
exiftence of this kingdom, it is a queftion Irithmen will
not give up but with their lives. T fay nothing of the com-
mercial part of the Bill; 1 don’t pretend to underftand it.
Many regulations, however, of the commercial part of it
do appear to me to be beneficial to Ircland, and very pof-
fibly we may never have a better offer as to_commerce ; but
what is commerce without liberty to enjoy it > What is
property without liberty ? The queftion lies in the narrow-
eft compafs ; feveral Propofitions were offered to your con-
fideration, we agreed to them: We gave 140,000 |. a year
taxes for the offer ; the Propofitions went to England,
they were altered 3 additions, régulations, modifications
were added to them, and they were rendered inadmiflable
in this country by the conditions annexed. We were duped
into the grant of 140,000L Government here were duped,
for they thought the Eleyen Propofitions would be agreed
to ; here then is the compa& with the conditions, will you
have them, or will you reje@ them ? T anfwer, rejeét them.
- For one, Sir, under all thefe circumftances, coupled as
they are together, I will ‘mot accept the Compa&t, and 1
{purn at the Conditions.

My. Burgh, (of Oldtown) rofe and declared, that to
give leave to bring in fuch a Bill, as Mr. Orde had f{tated,
would be to admit that the Houfe could for a moment en-
tertain the principles contained in it, that they would con-
{ent to barter Conftitution for Commerce, and at the lofs
of both. It would be to admit, that they had confidence in
thofe who had negociated, and who were to negociate.
He hefitated not to fay, that he had no confidence in_the
Right Hon. Gentleman, and that, becaufe the Right Hon.
Gentleman had firft propofed to them Eleven Propofitions,
and now propofed a Bill founded on Twenty Refolutions,
allowed, by the addrefs of both Houfes of the Britifh Parlia-
ment to his Majefty, to be effentially different. He could
ave no confidence in the Right Hon. Gentleman, becaufe
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he had not, at the outfet of the bufinefs, confulted the
merchants of Ireland, though their interefts were neceflari-
Iy fo deeply involved in a commercial treaty ; and becaufe
he had likewife refufed the Houfe time to enter into. any
fuch enquiry and confultation. . He could have no confi-
dence in the Right Hon. Gentleman, becaufe he had not
ventured to fhew himfelf in the Britith Houfe of Commons,
when 1n London, though the fubjeét was, at that time, de-
pending and under agitation, though his chara@er was dai-
ly canvafled, and was refted on the difference. between a
Mart and an  Emporium. Mr. Burgh faid, he had been
confounded and mortified at his deficiency of underftand-
ing in not being able to perceive any diftin&ion where the
great man and the high-minded virtuous Prime Minifter of
Great Britain could find one broad. enough to reft and de-
fend the chara&er of the Prime Minifter of Ireland, (his
friend, his confident and his aflociate, in principle and
politics.) He had, he faid, in all humility, taken pains
to trace out the dikin&ion. He had even turned to Do&or
Johnfon’s Dictionary for that purpofe, and it had been fome
confolation to him to find.that the difference had baffled the
diferiminating fagacity of the Do&or, who fairly conftrued
one word by the other. He apprehended that, if Mr.-Orde
had gone to the Houfe, iaftcad of fculking and hiding his
head in fome corner of the Treafury, he would not, pro-
bably, have differed with Mr. Pitt on the Conftitutional
Propofitions there, although he did fo about Reform bere.
He owned he never had heard any reafon why the Right
Hon. Gentleman could pretend to the confidence of that
country, [Ireland] except one, afligned by a noble Mar-
quifs, in the Houfe of Lords in Great Britain, that he had
indecd | the profpe& of a reverfion of an Eftate in another.

To admit the Bill (he faid) would be to admit confidence
in Mr. Pitt, who firlt fent over Eleven Propofitions to Ire-
land, and afterwards brought i Twenty in Great Britain,
totally different, containing every alteration in refpe& to
Conftitution and Commerce, and even Geography, who
had himfelf introduced the Fourth Propofition, legiflating
for Ireland, without even the words, ¢ To be pafied by
the Parliament of Ireland,” inferted in amendment, that
certainly did not take its rife among the friends of Mr. Pitt,
who had, as Prime Minifter, coming out of the Cabinet,
moved the Addrefs, declaring thefe alterations to be made
after the matyreft deliberation, and to be effential and in-
difpenfible,
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To accede to the motion of the Right Hon. Gen-
tleman, and to fuffer the Bill to be brought in, would
be to admit confidence in the Parliament of Great Britain,
as to the Conftitution and Commerce of Ireland, at
the very inftant that the two Houfes of the Britith Par-
liament were their rivals in both, as they had been for
near a century. The fourth Propofition, as to extcrnal, .
and the fifth as to internal legiflation, were relied on by
hoth Houfes of the Parliament of Great Britain ; they had
been acknowledged to be the motive, the fine gua nonof the
whole negotiation, and all the alterations made in the |
Eleven Propofitions had paffed the Commons, the Lords 1

|
|

and the Cabinet, (that was to advife the King in the final
difpofal of the bufinefs,) and had been followed up by
an Addrefs, declaring thofe alterations to be eflential
and indifpenfible, fo as to preclude every hope and
thought on the part of Ireland, to negociate further.
Could they conceive, therefore, that Mr. Orde would
bring in any Bill founded on any other principles than
thofe fo declared tor be effential and indifpenfible, or that it
would be admitted in England if he did ? ‘'What was the -
plain undeniable conftruétion of the Addrefs that had t
been carried up to the Throne ? Did it not propofe that
they fhould barter Conftitution for Commerce? What
other meaning could be put upon thofe words of it, ftating, I
in fubftance, that they fhould continue to enjoy the Co- |
lony Trade (theirs already, by the a& of 1780,) by pafling .
the fame laws and regulations as the Britifh Parliament {
fhould do? Suppofing that trade, te the exclufion of athers, |
to be ever {o advantageous, was not that to admit it to be
bartered, and to fay they had no objeétion to give up their |
Contftitution, if thev could get an advantageous price for it ? |
But, it was faid, this was no mere than they did in 1780. ]
Let it be remembered, however, that then they had no free A
Contftitution. Then, when they fuffered their Commerce
to be reftrained by Britith laws, it would have been abfurd i
indeed not to have fuffered it to have been extended. By
their independence obtained in 1782, they had a right to
the choice of cheaper markets and to trade with a// the
world. To enter, therefore, into fuch a Compaét at pre-
fent, would be to barter, and to barter bafely, to except of .
a limited Commerce and Foreign Legiflature, and to give '
up, in cxchange, free Commerce and free Conftitution,
which, by the way, was the only fecurity they could have
‘ for

W v
e B, D TR RN RN YOO "




(549

for retaining any Commerce at all, even the dole they
were now called upon to bargain for. This Bill, Mr.
Burgh faid, would put them in a worfe fituation than even
the 6th of George I. 'That left them, at leaft, internal
Regulation; but this was to fubmit their moft internal
xconomy to regulations made by the Britifh Parliament.
They were not only to have Britith Laws, but Britith Off.
cers to enforcethem, ¢ their Officers were.not to be truft-
ed.” It had been well faid on the other fide of the water,
that as Great Britain was to have the profits of our Com-
merce, it would be patriotic in an Irifh Revenue Officer to
connive at abufes. It was very true, it would be the only
refource, now, as before, that the country could have
againft Britith Reftriions.” Let but the Bill pafs, it
would not be the Member of Parliament who could any
longer make, nor the Magiftrate who could any longer
enforce, laws that could ferve their country. They
would neceflarily become the accomplices of the deftru@ion
of her Commerce, and, if attempting the only means to
preferve that Commerce from deftru@ion was patriotic,
the fmuggler was the only patriot they would admit of.
This country, it was irkfome to him to be obliged to fay,
had been hitherto enabled to exift by fmuggling only. At
a2 medium of eleven years previous to 1779, her remit-
tances to Great Britain to Abfentees, and for Penfions,
Salaries, &c. amounting to upwards of ecleven hundred
thoufand pounds, while the balance in favour of all the
trade which Great Britain allowed her with the whole world
was barely fix hyndred thoufand pounds. How was the
deficiency made up, and from whence was the drain fup-
plied ? Muft it not have been by clandeftine trade ? Ire-
land, relieved from the open reftriions of her liberal and
affetionate fifter, Great Britain, and enabled only to exift
by fmuggling with France, (the rival and enemy of Great
Britain 1) ‘Why thould Great Britain wifh to continue and
renew a fituation, fo irkfome, fo deftru@ive to Ireland, fo
prejudigial to her own intereft, fo advantageous to her ene-
mies, fo fubverfive of thofe refources fhe ought to reftore
and cherith ? It was, he declared, irkfome tohim, in the
higheft degree, to be obliged to fay, he could not truft the
Parliament of Great Britain, but truth and duty compelled
himto it. ¢¢ But it was afked, did not that Parliament de-
clare, that they never would infringe the Conftitution of

Ireland, that they meant to extend its Commerce ?” Be-
' fore
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fore they trufted them with their Conftitution, let them fee
how far the Parliament of Great Britain had been hitherto
to be relied on with regard to their commerce. Without
obferving that, in the very fame Addrefs, the two Houfes of
the Britith Parliament ftated, that the alarming alterations
were effential and indifpenfibly neceflary. Let them confider
what had been the confequence of former Addrefles and Pro-
feffions. In the year 1698, the balance in favour of Ireland,
on account of the flourithing ftate of her Woollen Manufac-
ture, was four hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. The
Parliament of England, defirous to deprive her of this trade,
and to fubftitute the Linen Manufaéture in its room, ad-
drefled the King to declare to all his fubjeés of Ireland they
thould receive ¢ all countenance, favour and proteition from
his Royal influence, for the encouragement and prometion
of the faid Linen Manufaé&ure to 4/l the advantage and pro-
fit that kingdom could be capable of.” His Majefty an-
fwered that he would take care to do what their Lordfhips
defired. At the fame time the Commons addreffed his Ma-
jefty, defiring him to encourage the Linen Manufaéture of
Ireland, to which they declared they fhould a/ways be ready
to give that Manufa&ure their utmoff affiffance. 'The
Lords Juftices of Ireland alfo, by command from England,
declared, at the fame time, to the Irifh Parliament, that
the Linen and Hempen Manufa&ure would be encouraged,
- &c. That the condition was complied with, by the giving
up of the Woollen Manufaéture in Ireland, was pretty
evident, fince, in confequence of the Englith Minifter
having found a majority in the Irith Houfe of Commons
of that day, of 74 to.34, (on which, no doubt, he pri-
ded himfelf), for receiving a Bill for laying additional
duties on Woollen Exports from that Kingdom, Ireland,
inftead of a balance of four hundred and twenty thou-
fand pound in its favour, was, in the courfe of four years,
fo reduced that it could not pay its eftablithments civil or
military, and was in as bad a fituation as it had fince been
(with its boafted Linen Manufa&ure) in the year 1779,
and the Commons were, in the very next Seffion, 1703,
obliged to lay “ its deplorable ftate”” before the Queen
notwithftanding which, in that very reign, and in every
reign fince, * difcouragement, rivalthip and reftriGion

* From the gth and 12th of Anne—7th of Geo, I.—26th of
Geo, 11, to 1oth and 18th Geo, III.

have
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had been experiénced by them in their Sail-cloth, Printed
Linen and Linen Manufa&ure of different fpecies. Not-
withftanding thefe affurances and this compaét ratified by
the three Eftates of the Britith Parliament, had not Mr.
Orde that day come forward and propofed the reftituion
of part of that ceded Manufa&ory, the Sail-cloth Manu-
faQory as an inducement for Ireland to treat with Great
Britain ? Was not this firft to rob them, and then to at-
tempt to bribe them with their own? Now, ifin a tranf-
ation, 1n which it would have been difhonourable between

two private Merchants to have thus aéed, the fucceflive

Parliaments of Great Britain had fo obvioufly broken her
former parliamentary engagements, what fhould they fay
of a propofal to confide to her prefent declarations, not only
their Commeree but their Conftitution ? '

It had been faid, that they might now enter into a
declaration of their legiflative rights and fo give them an
cffectnal fecurity. Had not that beendone 1n 1718 ? Did
that fecure them? What had been their ¢ imperial and
mdependent legiflature from that time” for above half a
century, till the American and Volunteer Refolutions in
1782 ! Could then too great a jealoufy and apprehenfion
for the Conftitution and Commerce be entertained by the
Houfe fo recently (within three years) after their emancipa-
tion ?

He owned, he could mot fubfcribe to the jnftice of the
frcat principle on which the whole negociation had been
ounded—the giving at prefent the overplus of their here-
ditary revenue to Great Britain. Why would Great Britain
counterad them in the affe&ionate with of confidering a//
their refources and exertions as for her advantage? Why
did fhe lay a clog upon that profperity which muft be her
own ? Why did the not feck to reftore them to that fituation,
that wealth, and ftrength pointed out to them by their natural
refources,fromwhich herreftri¢tionsalone had debarred them?
If they had been impeded by thofereftrictions, if with advan-
tages of climate, fituation, &c. they were fo far behind
her in every improvement, ought fhe not to feel that the
a'one was the caufe of their being fo? What would have
been their fituation at that day, if their'Commerce had been
open fince the latter end of the laft century, and had
been fufferedto go on pari paffu with her own ? What
refources had the not loft in thém ? 'Having impeded their
natural exertions, and reduced them to a ftate of poverty,
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weaknefs and mifery unparalleled in any other countryy
ought fhe not in natural juftice to have remunerated
in(%cad of enadting? Ought fhe not at leaft to have
waited, and have [eft them to their full refources “ntil
they fhould have recovered the fituation from which
fhe had deprefled them. Entitled by their birth right,
poffeffed in virtue of Magna Charta of the freedom of
their ports, were they now to pay for the reftitution of
their natural advantages and rights, inftead of receivin

a recompence for their having been fo long witheld from
them?  And yet what were the arguments in Great Bri-
tain ! ¢ They were not to be allowed commerce on ac-
count of the cheapnefs of their labour !” = What was that
cheapnefs of labour owing to? To the want of employ-
ment, and to the confequent mifery of the people. What
was the caufe of that mifery ?  The reftri@ions laid on
their manufa&ures and commerce by Great Britain. Ought
fhe firft to do them the injury, and then 'make ufe of it as
an argument againft them? What was the other objec-
tion? ¢ The goodnefs and fituation of their ports for
commerce :” fo that, it {eems, they were to be reftrained
in commerce on account of the difadvantages they had de-
rived from Great Britain, and they were to be reftrained
from commerce on account of the bleflings they had derived
from Heaven! Was this'the affe@ion! Was this the
jufice!  'Was this the liberality I© Was this the magna-
nimity promifed and expatiated on by the right honourable
Gentleman! Had it not been (he afked) the principle of
the Britith Bill to deny them the power of extricating them-
felves by the application of bounties to their weakened ma-
nufagtures ? the means by which their own had been
brought to perfe@ion! Mr. Burgh compared the condu&
of Great Britain to Ireland to a decayed farmer, who, hav-
ing an affe&ionate and a&ive fon or brother, defiring
nothing more than to live with him to cultivate the farm
and to increafe the profits for their mutual benefit, fhould
fay to him; No you fhant work in this field, becaufe I
fowed it when Iwas young ; and you muft not work in that
part of the farm, becaufe I enclofed it fome years ago ; and
you muft not plow with any improved machines, becaufe
they are mine. And though your being well ted, and
cloathed and comfortable would make you f{tronger, and en-
able you'to turn out more work in the year; yet you fhall
continue to hive in the infide of a dunghill, and go naked

and
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and feed on water and potatoes, (when you can get them)
to fhew you I will be confiftent with my f);rmcr conducét to-
wards you. Inthisway did Great Britain reafon with regard to
her greateft, her moft natural, her laft refource! Why would
fhe not make up to herfelf the lofs of America in that coun-
try ?  'Why would the, in a great imperial theme, proceed
on the confined notions, on the local prejudices and on the
narrownefs of mind of the manufa&urers of this or that
town? Had fhe not had enough of reftri@ions on trade ?
Was it by taxation that the loft the trade of America ? No:
it was by perverting her military, and even her naval fy-
ftem to the reftrition of trade ; fo much was that per-
nicious fyftem decp rooted in her councils ! She loft the
trade of America, by adhering to the principles of an ex-
cifeman; and fhe was preparing to lofe and deftroy that of
Ireland, by adopting the principles of a pedlar. What was
the reafon, he afked, of a diftin&ion introduced between
the two kingdoms? Woas it becaufe a fea ran between
them ?  What could have been wanting to the profperity
of the two countries united by nearnefs of fituation, fimi-
larity of conftitution, of language, of habits, and of laws ?
What the beft means for the attainment of riches, of
ftrength and fecurity ? The extenfion of naval power !
How has Heaven provided that blefling for both by throw-
ing a fea between them, by giving to both all the advan-
tages and all ‘the refources of their infular fituation,
and multiplying thofe advantages and refources ? W hat
then fhould they think of that country which, inftead of re-
joicing in this double bulwark of her conftitution, com=
merce and firength, fhould bear to it an eye of jealoufy and
an hand of oppreflion, and countera& by the adoption of
the moft narrow prejudices, the wifeft and moft favourable
difpofition ot Providence !

Mr. Burgh concluded by obferving, that he could not
poflibly be aQuated by any ill-will to the right honourable
Gentleman as a private man ; but, as he looked upon his
application to them of that day as a propofal to furrender
and betray the conflitution and commerce of the country,
as he thought that to propofe treafon was to impute it, and
that the Bill was an infult on the underftanding and the
integrity of the Houfe, rather than vote that it fhould be
brought into the Houfe, he had much rather confent to
vote the right honourable Gentleman out of it for having

ropofed it.
o The
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The Attorney General began by calling for the Refolu-
tion agreed to unanimoufly on the 20th of December,
1779, which was read, and was in thefe words :

“ Refolved, Nem, Con, that a liberty to trade with the Britifh Colonies
in America and the Weft-Indies, and the Britith Settlements on the Coart
of Africa, in like manner as the trade is carried on between Great Britain
and the faid Colonies and Settlements, will be produflive of very great
commercial benefits, will be a moft affectionate mark of the regard and
attention of Great Britain to our diftreffes, and will give new vigour to the

_ zeal of his Majefty’s brave and loyal people of Ireland, to fland forward

in fupport of his Majefty’s perfon and government, and the intereft, the
honour, and the dignity of the Britith empire,”

The Attorney General proceeded to refer to the events of
1779, and had faid only a few words, when he was inter-
rupted by

Mr. Conolly, who faid, I think it neceffary to ftop the
Right Hon. Gentleman to inform him, that in 1779 we
had not a free conftitution.

Attorney General.—I will affure the Right Hon. Gentle-
man that I did not in any fort, allude to any thing which
had fallen from him ; but fince he has done me the honour
to interrupt me, I fhall probably be induced to allude to
him before I fit down; and the Right Hon. gentleman

- having called my attention to him, has a claim upon me

for precedence, I fhall therefore in the firft inftance difmifs
bim. The Right Hon. gentleman has ftated that this is a
fubjeé of fo much delicacy and intricacy, fo much enve-
lope in difficulty and myftery, that it is nearly Incompre-
henfible. And in the fame breath he announces the whole
fyltem to be injurious to the trade and commerce of this
country, and fubverfive of the legiflative independence.
The Right Hon. gentleman calls out for time to enable the
people to underftand the fubje@, and will not confent to
the introdu&ion of a bill which is to point out to them what
they are to underftand. The Right Hon. gentleman will
not confent to the introdu@ion of a bill which he has never
read, and which he profefles his inability to underftand,
becaufe it is a bill which he afferts to be ruinous to the trade,
and fubverfive of the conftitution of Ireland.

Mr. Comaliy —The Right Hon. gentleman miftates my
argument.

\ ) Attorney
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Attorney General.—Poflibly I may have miftated. the ars
gument. I do not think however, that I have miftated it
however, if my Right Hon. friend feels any thing like un-
alinefls at the repetition of his arguments, or at any obfer-
vation which I have raade upon them, he knows my refpect
and regard for him to be fo great, that I never can proceed
in any thing which may give him one moment’s pain. 1
am fatisfied he aéts upon every occafion to the beft of his
judgment for the advantage of this country. T'fhall there-
fore proceed as I had intended when T Arff rofe.

As my Right Hon. friend, Mr. Grattan, alluded to the-

memorable mra of 1779, 1 thought it neceflary to remind
him of the unanimous fenfe of ‘the Houfe and the Na-
tion upon the fubje@ at that time, and to remind him,
that the grant of the Colony tradewas at that time deemed
an a& of liberality, which ought to attach us warmly to
Great Britain. I thought it neceflary to remind him of
his language and condu@ at that time, that the emulation
of that day was, who thould ftand forward to exprefs his
gratitude to Great Britain, and his admiration of the un-
exampled ability and addrefs with which Lord North had
conduéted the caufe of Ireland. How it has happened that
the extenfion and permanent eftablifhment of the principle,
which at that time ' was the fubje& of overftrained applaufe
and gratitude, has now become a topic of popular clamour
and difcontent. "How it has happened that a voluntary and
precarious grant of the Colony trade, in 1779, was confi-
dered an affeéionate mark of Britith liberality, and that
an extended and irrevocable grant of the fame trade, in
1785, is confidered as an infult and an injury. How my
Right Hon. Friend will reconcile his condu® and his lan-
guage in 1779, to his condu@ and his language on this day,
by what twift of argument he will be able to reconcile to
the nation, opinions fo violently contrafted and inconfift.
ent, Iam free toacknowledge I want fagacity to difcover.
That I'may not incur the hazard of contradi&ion, when
I ftate what was in 1779 confidered perfe@ frecdom of
trade, 1 will recur to the words of a Gentleman now in my
eye, (Mr. Flood) delivered in this affembly on the 20th of
December, 1779 : ““ What is 2 Free Trade ? I was one of
the firft and moft decided in ufing the term. It is a trade
to the whole world, fubje& to the reftraints of your own
legiflature, and that of the country with which you trade ;
fconiequently in Britain, and' the Britith Colonies, fubjeé
' ‘ to
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to the reftritions of the Britifh legiflature. ‘This, fays he,
1s a principle as clear as the fun, which fhines upon our |
reviving empire, and wide as the univerfe, if the univerfe
were wider than it is.”  ‘This, Sir, is the honourable gen<
tleman’s definition of a Free Trade ; and upon his own
principles, clear as the fun, and wide as the univerfe, I
meet him upon the prefent queftion.  From 1779 to 1784,
we refted fatisfied upon the fubje& of trade ; but in 1784,
it was difcovered that the commercial intercourfe between
Great Britain and Ireland was unequal ; that fhe poured
her manufa&ures in upon us, and thut our manufaérures
out from her markets. But above all, it was complained
that by the conftru&ion which fhe put upon her navigation
laws, we were prohibited from importing into England the
produce of her colonies, whilft fhe claimed a right, and we
acquielced in the claim, to import into this country,
from England, the produce of the whole world. The
remedy propofed was, to commence a war of Prohibi-
tory Duties, but the good fenfe of the Houfe faw how de-
ftruétive fuch a meafure muft be, and rejeéted it by as re-
fpectable a majority as ever appeared within thefe walls.
An Honourable Member then thought it neceffary to move
an addrefs to the throne, that the fervants of the crown
might be direéted to employ the interval between that time
and the prefent feflion in digelting a plan of commercial
intercourfe between Great Britain and Ireland, upon equi-
table and liberal principles. I have heard Gentlemen fay,
they confidered that addrefs as alluding to Prote&ing Du-
ties, but I will not pay their memories a compliment at the
expence of their underftandings ; it is impoffible they could
have underftood that this addrefs alluded to Proteéting Du-
ties, the words of the addrefs fpeak the fenfe of it very plain-
ly, and Protecing Duties had been juit rejected, as a wild
and nonfenfical proje&.

A fyftem of commercial intercourfe therefore was called
for, by the Parliament of Ireland, and I truft I fhall not
hear it again afferted, that this has been a fubje& obtruded
upon the nation. « The unanimous addrefs of the Commions
gives the lie dire& to that affertion ; accordingly the outline
of the fyftem which had been called for, was fubmitted
to the Houfe in cleven Propofitions, early in this feffion.
The leading features of it were, ¢ That the markets of
both countrics fhould be open to the manufa&ures of each

4 other ;
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other upon equal terms; that therefore no new prohibition
or additional duties thould be mmpofed in either country
upon the manufatures of the other; that Great Britain
fhould fecure and make permanent to us, the grant of the
Colony trade, which by the fettlement of 177¢, as my Right
Hon. Friend has termed it, was precarious and revocable,
and that fhe fhould relax her Navigation laws in our favour.”
For the prefent I fhall not go into the detail of this fyftem,
but I muft remind Gentlemen, that England by this agree-
ment binds herfelf to fecure to this country the mongpoly
of her market in the article of linens.  And I muft remind
them alfo, that a Gentleman of the firft abilities, a leader
of Englifh oppofition, did ftate emphatically in the Britifh
Scnate, that Britain, by fo doing, gave up her beft pro-
tection againft the future caprices of this country.

As to the liberty of fending our manufadtures to the
Britifh markets, I treely own I'have not very fanguine ex-
peétations of advantage from it. But, Sir, T prize the ad-
vantages of a relaxation in her navigation laws very highly.
I'think that without fuch a relaxation we have little profpe&t
indeed of any foreign trade. Becaufe, if the Irith merchant
has not the certain iffue of the Englifh market for foreign
commodities, he has no fpur to enterprize and fpeculation.
But if England relaxes her navigation laws in our favour,
fhe basa right to expe& that we thall prote@ and cherith
the fhips and mariners of the empire, as fhe has prote@ed
them. She has a right to expe& that we will follow her in
a code of laws, which have been the fource of her commer-
cial opulence, the prime origin of her maritime ftrength,
and therefore it is folly to fuppofe that England wili ever
conclude ‘any treaty of commerce with any nation on
the earth, without ample fecurity for the prote&ion and en-
couragement of Britith thips and mariners, and for the pro- |
te€tion and encouragement of her own plantations. This 1
fecurity fhe has a right to expe@ from us, and without it, it \
is vain to hope that fhe will ever conclude any treaty with
us, and Imuft remind gentlemen, that our trade with Eng-
land is of greater value than our trade with the reft of the
world. If we were to lofe it, in fix months, you would not
have gold in circulation for the common occafions of life.

This is the outline of the fyftem propofed and approved of
almolft univerfally, earlyin the feflion, and I call upon any
man to fhew me where the principle or fpirit of this fyftem
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has been departed from in the Englith propofitions, or in
the Bill introduced by the Englith Minifter.

But it was ncceffary to combat the prejudices of the
Britith manufa&urers, and the oppofition of a party, many
of whom do, I am fatisfied, oppofe any extenfion of the
trade and commerce of Ireland upon principle, and there-
fore it is, that the Britith Minifter, and the men who fu
ported him, were forced into the detail of this fubje@ n
their refolutions.—A detail which muft neceffarily ‘have
followed, even if the Britith Parliament had kept clear of it
inthis firft (tage of the bufinefs.

God forbid that I fhould impute wrong motives to anv
man 3 I am fatisfied that it is the principle of fome of the
leading men of the prefent oppofition in England, not to
extend the trade and commerce of this country. “And if 1
did not chufe to keep this fubje@ clear of any thing which
might look like a queftion of Englith party, T would prove
to the conviction of every man who hears me, that the weight
of Ireland in the fcale of}r the empire muft for ever prove an
obftacle to the great obje& of their political career.

With refpeé to the Eaft India trade, Imuft inform the
Right Hon. gentleman, that it is a queftion, ‘in my mind,
of no doubt or difficulty, that we have by a law of Ireland
confirmed the monopoly of the Eaft India Company ; and
therefore, fo long as their charter lafts, we are bound by it.
And were this charter expired, T believe our profpe@ of a
trade to India, even if it were the intereft of this country to
interfere with Great Britain, is very remote indeed.

The Right Hon. gentleman has faid, that we gain but a
fpeck of advantage in the permiffion granted to Eaft India
fhips to touch at Irith ‘ports in their paffage out ; and yet
this was one very great caufe ot the clamour raifed in Eng-
land againft the fyftem ; for Mr. Wedegwood, andtwo other
men, who were examined upon the fubjeét, at the bar of
the Houfe of Lords, did not hefitate to declare, that glafs,
and fome otherarticles, were likely to be exported from
Ireland to the Eaft Indies, and in fuch quantities as would
prove extremely injurious to the manufa@ures of England.

As to the Eaft India trade, the gentleman is much mif.
taken. Whenever the charter of the company fhall expire,
Ireland will, upon the fame terms as the fubje&s of Great
Britain, be enabled to trade with all the Britith pofleffions
in the Eaft as to Britifh colonies, and to all the independent
ftates without reftriction.

Mr.
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Mr. Grattan rofe to explain.  He faid that we were to be
prevented for ever from trading with the Eaft Indies. ‘

Attorney General.—The Right Hon. gentleman is totally
and radically miftaken, and there cannot be a ftronger ar-
gument for the introduéion of the Bill than he has furnifh-
ed; for it now appears that he is altogether miftaken in his
idca ofthefundamentals of it. He has objeéted tothis fyftem,
that we ftipulate not to trade with the colonies of foreign
ftates. Now I requeft of gentlemen to attend to this objec-
tion. It is modeftly defired on the part of this country,
that Great Britain fhould grant irrevocably to usa right to
trade with her colonies and plantations, and leave it in
our difcretion, at any time, to trade with foreign colonies
and plantations, to the prejudice of Britain and Britith
plantations ; nay more, it is defired that England fhould
open her ports to receive the produ@ of the Weft Indies
through the medium of Ircland, and truft to the {crupulous
honour of Irifh merchants not to deceive her, by impofing
the produce of foreign colonies upon Great Britain in her
own markets, to the utter ruin of the Britith plantations.
But can any thing be more juflt, if we are to fhare with
England her colony trade, than that we fhould give to her
colonies a monopoly of our market ? It has been infinuated,
that we could trade to more advantage with the colonies of
foreign ftates ; but what foreign ftates will allow us to trade
with their colonies ? Who is to prote& us if foreign ftates
fhall refufe to do us'juttice ? or who is to affert onr rights
it they fhall be violated ?  But admit for a moment, that
we could trade with the colonies of forcign ftates, in ex-
clufion to ‘the colonies of Britain, would not this be an
all of open hottility, and call for retaliation ?

The right honourable Gentleman is miftaken as to the
fettlement of 1779—it was a voluntary grant, revocable at
pleafure; and one great argument in favour of the prefent
fettlement is, that by it that grant is rendered irrevocable.

I now come to the great argument of thofe who opp.ofc
this fyftem—the argument, if it deferves the name, which
has been trumpeted forth by the enemies of Ireland in both
countries, to inflame her pride, and to prejudice her againft
this fcttlement. It is afferted again and again, that this
treaty is an infult to Ireland—that it ftrikes direétly at the
independence of her legiflatare.  This is the firft inftance in
which Ireland has ever treated, and it is a new idea to me,
that England, by opening and carrying on a treaty with her
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@s with an independent ftate infults her pride, and ftrikes at
her independence.  But what is defired of her on the part of
England? So long as you continue to trade with us, as
you have propofed, we defire of you, by laws of your ena&-
ing, to cherith, and protect, and encourage the fhips and
mariners of the empire, as we have done.  We only defire
of you; by laws of your own, to adopt a code of laws,
the policy of which ftands admitted by all the nations of
Europe—a code of laws which is the great fource of the
ftrength and wealth of the empire. So long as you conti-
nue to trade with our colonies, we defire that you will re-
gulate that trade, as we do. But if you do not chufe to a-
dopt our navigation code—if you do not chufe to prote
the fhips and mariners of the empire by your laws, as we
prote& them by ours—if you do not chufe to regulate your
trade with our plantations, as we regulate ours, why then
there is an end of the agreement—you then make your op-~
tion, not to trade with us, and with our plantations, upon
the terms which are neceffary for the general fecurity of the
empire. : -

Here give me leave to recur to that principle, clear as
the fun and wide as the univerfe, which I have taken the
liberty to borrow from an honourable Member— freedom of
trade, 1s liberty to trade with foreign nations, fubie& to
the reftri®ions of your own legiflature, and the legiflature
of the country with which you trade. Here I meet that
honourable Member with his own principle, clothed in his
own words: And if the principle is queftioned, it is im-
poffible to form a commercial treaty with any nation on
cearth. But I will fhew you the principle recorded again
and again in your own Statute Book, from 1779 to 1785—
feflion after feflion you have recorded it. W hat was the
principle admitted in 1779—admitted and proclaimed by
the whole nation in peals ‘of applaufe and gratitude? We
will import the produce of the Britith Colonies and Planta-
tions upon the terms of ena&ing from time to time, by our
laws; fpecific taxes impofed by Great Britain upon Britifh
fubje@s ; and accordingly, fcﬂ{on after feflion, this agree-
ment has been recited in your ‘Money Bill.. The Britifh
tax is recited; and the Britifh tax is ena&ed. What is your
option here ? Have you an option as to the quantum of
tax ? No; you ena& the Britifh tax, or you give up the
trade. T'defy the ingenuity of man to diftinguifh the two
cafes in point of con[tituti,o%. What does England defire
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now !—You have propofed to trade with mein a more
extended way, than you have done—1I agree to it, provided
you agree on your part to make the fame regulations from
time to time, to protet and encourage the mariners and
fhips of the empire, as I do here.—Where is the infult herey
or where isthe attack upon your independence ? I fay again,
where is the departure from the honourable Member’s prin-
ciple, clear as the fun, and wide as the umiverfe ?—where
is the departure from the principle, fané&ified and recorded
again and again in your own Statute Book ? An honourable
Member has alluded to the Methuen Treaty. What is that
treaty ? It confifts of two articles only— Portugal agrees to
receive Englifh woollens, and England agrees, from time
to time, to ena& {pecific taxes upon the wines of Portugal.
Is not this the fame principle agam? Why the honourable
Member may as well fay, that England is infulted, and
that England furrendered her independence, becaufe fhe
agreed not to raife more than a ftated revenue upon the im-
portation of Portugal wines. Becaufe fhe binds herfelf to
give a preference to the wines of Portugal in the Britifh
market ; at all times over the wines of France. In fhort,
if the Irifh nation will never condeicend to promife a compli-
ance with any condition of a treaty, the Irifh nation muft
determine never to make any commercial treaty, or any
treaty whatever.

It has been faid, we eannot confide in the prefent Mi-
nifter ; but if we cannot confide in him, I do net know
in what part of the Britifh dominions-we can find the man
in whom we c¢an confide. As to the leading men whe
oppofe him, I am fatisfied it is a firft principle with
them not to make any eonceflion to this country which
is to add to her weight in the f{cale of the empire.
-—In 1779, when Lord North propofed his Refolutions
in favour of Ireland, they would not affent, nor would
they diffent—they would referve themfelves. In 1785,
when Mr. Pitt, with the hberality of a great and
firm mind, ftood forth to combat the prejudices of the
manufalturers of Great Britain, for the general advantage
of the empire, they echoed the clamours and the prejudices
of thefe men, and having failed in their profpe& of damn-
ing the meafure in England, they inftantly changed their
rround, and applied themfelves to the pride and the preju-
dices of this country ; and, as I have II))ccn inforn}ed, they
have fomewhat prematurely indulged their mernment at
cur expence—they have fomewhat prematurely mdull;g;c_d
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their merriment at the expence of a few individuals, whom
they fuppofe to have fwallowed the bait. And this country
will be the laughing-ftock of every nation in Europe, if
the becomes the dupe of fo palpable and fhallow an artifice.
Here, Sir, I defire to be underftood, not to ftate this as a
condu@ in any degree reprehenfible—I am fatisfied thefe
gentlemen a& upon fyftem, but no man fhall perfuade me
that they are friends of Ireland. Let gentlemen recollet
the language held by the leader of Englifh oppofition, and
by a gentleman foremoft in his confidence on the fame day ;
one gentleman ftated, that Captain Brooke was an inte-
refted witnefs, and therefore not to be credited, becaufe
this was an agreement wholly and exclufively beneficial to
Ireland. And in the next half hour his friend ftated, that
he had written to all his friends in Ireland to be upon their
guard, for that it was an agreement ruinous to the com-
merce and the conftitution of this country—I liften to the
one and the other with perfe& indifference. I do not
pretend to fay, that a few individuals in Great Britain may
not perhaps feel a temporary inconvenience from this fet-
tlement ; but I am perte&ly affured, that it will be highly
advantageous to the empire. There is no folid advantage
which this country can acquire that will not ultimately
tend to the ftrength and wealth of the Britifh empire, and
therefore he is a narrow and flimfy politician, who will
facrifice the ftrength of the empire to the narrow prejudices
of interefted individuals. - A fpirit of monopoly is the firft
principle of a merchant or a manufagurer. Whilft man
continues to be a creature of paffion and intereft, felf-
intereft will be his firft confideration ; and therefore in a
great national fyftem of commerce, a merchant or a ma-
nufa&urer is perhaps the laft man from whom you may
expe& information. 'The great objeét of his life is to accu-
mulate wealth for himfelf; but in what manner national
wealth is accumulated, his education or his purfuits do not
enable him to fee ; and therefore, upon a great national
fyltem, a merchant or a manufa&urer is perhaps the laft
man to whom'I would apply for information. Let me
remind gentlemen of the evidence delivered at the bar of
this Houfe in the courfe of the laft feffion. How many of
your merchants and manufa&urers informed you, that this
would never be a nation of trade, foreign or domeftic, until
you impofed prohibitory duties on the importation of Britifh
woollens. In a country whofe imports from England do not
exceed one million, and whofe exports to England
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exceed two millions and an half. The merchants and
manufalturers came forward to prefs you to commence a
war of prohibitory duties. An Hon. Gentleman Aays,
he has no confidence in the Irifh Adminiration, and he
alligns one reafon for his want of confidence, that my
Right Hon. friend when he was at London never appeared
in the Houfe of Commons to clear up a doubt whether he
had ufed the word mart, or the word emparium when he
firft ftated his eleven Propofitions to this Houfes T here is
another reafon, and I will fay it is the true reafon why
that gentleman has no confidence in the Irifh adminiftra-
: tion—he has no connexion with them ;— but being clofely
J connefled with them, it fhall always be my pride, as a
| gentleman of this country, to.acknowledge my obligations
j to the Duke of Rutland, and to my Right Hon. friend.

This country owes more to them than to any men who have

ever filled their ftations. 'In the courfe of this Very inte-
, refting bufinefs, they have difplayed the moft unwea-

: ried affiduity, and unfhaken firmnefs and integrity.

’ Before I fit down I muft remind the Houfe, that my Right

" Hon. friend (Mr. Conoliy) has, by authority from a noble

Duke, difavowed the declaration which was imputed to him,
_ becaufe it refcues a nobleman for whom I entertain a very af-
| fe&tionate refpe, from fome imputations which I have
heard thrown upon him, and which from my know-
ledge of his ftriék. honour and integrity, I have always
aflerted to be falfe and groundiefs. We all recolleé& when
a motion was made in this Houfe, with refped to the Eaft
Indies, that my predeceffor in office declared, that it was,
improper to fritter away piece-meal a giéat {yftem of trade,
which Adminiftration meant to bring forward. And I
know Lord Northington’s honour, integrity and firmnefs
to be fuch, that he never would have fuffered fuch a decla-
ration of a gentleman in his confidence to have remained
uncontradiéted, if the Britith Cabinet had determined not
in_any fort to concede any extenfion of commerce to
this country ; and therefore I am happy, for the fake of 2
nobleman whofe principles I admire, and whofe worth and
honeur will ever remain unfullied, that my Right Hon.
friend has publicly difavowed the declaration imputed to
the noble Duke.

' The Attorney-general concluded with faying, that what-
ever might have been intimated at different times con-
cerning the poffibility of Ireland ftanding alone, and dif-
tiné from England, he was free to declare, that fituate as
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fhe was, in the neighbourhood of powerful Popifh countries,
with a great majority of her people of the Popith religion,
fhe could not exift one hour as a Proteftant ftate, it the
prote&ion of England was withdrawn. _
Mr. Forbes.—1 condole with this Houfe on the conving-
ing proof the conduét of the oftenfible Mmifter has ‘this
night afforded, that the national chara&er is funk in the
opinion of the people of England; for I am certain that
every gentleman, who hears me, will agree in the truth of
this obfervation, that three years ago mo Englith Minifter
would have prefumed to have propofed fuch a meafure to
an Irith Houfe of Commons, as that fubmitted this night
to our confideration by the Right Hon. Secretary. I fhall
give my negative to this motion, becaufe I cannot fubferibe
to the truth of the affertion of the Right Hon. and learned
gentleman who fpoke laft, that there was no material de-
parture in the fyftem now propofed from the principles of
the cleven Propofitions, the Minifter ‘has departed from
them moft materiaily, by introducing into his fyftem the
principles of the 4th Englith Refolution, which are fubver-
five of our legiflative independence, ‘and which, by depriv-
ing us of the power of regulating our trade, as well as the
means of preferving it, render any commercial acquifitions
precarious and uncertain. | -fhalrgive my negative to this
motion, as I do not wifth to. commit the two countries,
which muft be the cafe if the Right Hon. Secretary’s Bill
is paffed into a Jaw : I have no refentment againft the
people of Great Britain for their conduct on this fubje& ;
if they were wreng, we were the caufe of their falling into
error 3 we fent them over the cleven Propofitions without
any circumftance attending ‘them, which could command
refpect from the people of England ; not one manufadturer
or merchant in Ireland was confulted on the fubje@ ; we
did not fend to England any reafons or evidence to prove,
either that the eleven Propofitions would be advantageous, or
that they could.mot be injurious to the common intereit of
both countries. Great Britain faw, that they were not a
meafure of thepeople of Ireland; of courfe Englifh prejudi-
ces operated againft them, as we had not fent over any thing
to counterad the influence of thofe prejudices. I fhall give
my negative to this motion, as I do not wiih ta adminifter
to the {upport of a {yftem of policy, which bears too ftrong
a refemblance to that purfued refpe&ting America.  When
Fhﬁp\ a&t was repealed, America was re-united to Great
By t !‘nif@Jt the defpotic principles of a certain defperate
- 4 : ‘fa&ion,
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faltion, which, I fear, now prevails in England, could
not be reconciled to a re-union founded on the bafis of
Britith liberty ; they revived their {yftem, impofed the tea
duty, perfevered in their principles, and loft America.
The power of legiflating for Ireland was relinquifhed in
1782, but the fame defperate fa&ion, mortified by the
profpeét of renovation of the Britith empire, in confequence
of the wife and liberal policy adopted refpeZiing Ireland
wifth to refume that power ; but taught by fatal experience
in America the folly of a dire& invafion : they now ounly
afk us to /end them our power of legiflating for Ireland, and
tell us, that if we do not like the ufe which they make of
it, they will reftore it to us, or we may refume it. Should
a requeft be made to any individual among us by another,
to lend him the fafeguard of his honor, his liberty, pro-
perty, and independence, and that his requeft fhould be
accompanied with an aflurance, that if he did not approve
of the ufe made of it, he might re-poflefs himfelf of it,
whenever he thought proper. Is there a man among us,
who could be fo abfurd as to place the leaft confidence in
fuch a claufe of re-aflumption ? Much reliance has been
placed by the laft fpeaker on the condition contained in the
Englith a& of 1780, known here by the title of the aét of
Free Trade ; but allowing, merely f)c;r argument fake, that
the principle ¢¢ that we fhould participate in the colony
trade, only on condition that we implicitly adopt Englifh
regulations and Englifh laws is there admitted, fhall we
becaufe we adopt Englith laws in one branch of our com-
merce, and refpecting only a part of the colony trade, in-
troduce them univerfally and implicitly into our commer-
cial fyftem ?!—Shall we extend this policy fo far as to make
it the conftitution of our country ?—Bat the fa& was, as
gentlemen muft recolle&, that the Minifter in 1780 did not
dare even to lay on our table any Englifh Refolutions, or
Englifh Bill, containing fuch a condition, much lefs to
propofe to our Parliament to enter into any covenant of
that nature ; the Refolution introduced at that time by
Miniftry in this Houfe, was framed in a manner very dif-
ferent from the Englith Refolution at that period on the
fubje& of the Colony trade. But it is urged, that all
objeétions to the 4th Refolution are obviated, as whenever
we think proper to decline pafling the fame laws as Eng-
land, refpe@ing trade and navigation, we have only to
refufe to comply with this condition of the treaty, and then
we are relecafed from our covenant. But are we not now
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poffefled of independence abfolutely ! Why then put it in
condition ? The title to our independence is clear ; why then
thall we embarrafs it with this condition ? Why make ex-
periments on our conftitution ? But it thould be recolleé-
ed, that we cannot releale ourfelves from this covenant,
without pafling an a& for that purpofe ; fhould the Parlia-
ment of England be difinclined to fuch a meafure, the
Minifter of England dare not advife the King of Ircland
to give his affent to fuch an a& of our Parliament. But I
fhall be anfwered, that we have the remedy in our own
hands in this Houfe, by refufing to pafs Bills annually for
adopting taxes and the regulations of trade fimilar to thofe
in England. I anfwer—if an honeft and incorrupt Parlia-
ment, like the prefent, fball pafs this Bill, contrary to the
fenfe of the people, it is not unreafonable to fuppofe, that
a future Parliament, lefs honeft, and lefs incorrupt, may
be prevailed on to adbere to this [yftem, contrary alfo to the
fenfe of the people. But from the circumftances attending
this option, which it is urged we are to have by this Bill,
I contend, that when the meafure propofed is adopted, we
thall, in effes, have abfolutely and irrevocably furrendered
our power of legiflating on the great fubje&ts of trade and
navigation. For what is the alternative offered to us?
—either to fubmit to the regiftry of whatever Englith aéts
may from time to time be pafled relating to trade and
navigation, or to diffolve all commercial intercourfe with
Great Britain, to be in effe® prolcribed by her, for not
only any commercial advantage we might by poffibility
obtain by this treaty, but all thofe which we have for a
century paft received from England are to be now put in
condition ; all the a&s for years paft by which we had
admiffion into the different ports of the Britith dominions
will now be repealed, and every commercial treaty invaded
and ripped up ; if then at any future period we fail in
adopting one claufe of an Englith a&, we forfeit our title
to all our commerce with every part of the Britith domi-
nions in all quarters of the world : all the ports of the
Britifh dominions will be fhut againft our thips. When
in a future Pdrliament an attempt fhall be made to legiflate
on the fubje& of trade and navigation differently from
England, an Englifh Secretary will rife, and afk you, if
éou had confidered the confequences of not adopting the
nglith a&ts on thofe fubjeéts in tore 2 If you were prepared
to_have ‘every port in the Britifh dominions fhut againt
you? If it was not better to regifter this a&, though in-
jurious
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jurious in fome inftances to your rights or libertiesy tham
fubmit to this dreadful alternative— Britifh profeription 3—
and, ufing the language of the laft fpeaker (refpeting the
objeétions proceeding from this fide of the Houfe to the
fyftem in point of conftitution) he will fay, do not make
fuch a facrifice to pundilious pride. The corrupt would
avail themfelves of thofe arguments for a pretext, and many
honeft, but timid men, might acquiefce ; precedent would
be heaped on preeedent, till a fuperftruéture was raifed on
the foundation of this Bill, which would terminate in
defpotifm on one part, and dependance on the other.
Therefore the dread of this forfeiture or penalty, will
prevent Ircland’s difengaging herfelf from this fettlement,
and induce her to fubmit to hard conditions in the fame
manner as a fevere penalty operates as a powerful fanétion
of any law. When this Bill is pafled into a law, we fhall
have transfeired our power of legiflating to the Englifh
Parliament. I will admit, that literally {peaking, the fet-
tlement contained in it may ot be irrevocable, or perpe-
tually binding on Ireland ; the reafflumption of our legifla-
tive independence may not be made by this Bill phyfically
umpoffible, but circumftances in future, as T have ftated,
may render it politically impraéticable. To enable gentle-
men to form an idea of the contemptible fituation to which
cur Parliament may be reduced by adopting this fyftem,
let us only coneeive for.a moment that the Bjl] now propof-
e¢d had been paffed laft feflion ; we all recolle@ the claufe
in the Revenue Bill introduced fhis fefion, which was
copied from an Englith a& of Parliament, for the preven-
tion of finuggling ;5 it was known in our Houfe by the re-
probating appellation of the hanging claufe 5 upon its firft
reading, it made the feelings of every conftitutional cha-
ralter recoil, an amendment to do away its malignity was
propofed and adopted ; but if the Bill moved for this night
had been law at that period, the Secretary would have
rifen, andhave threatened us, if we voted that amend-
ment, with the forfeiture of the participation of all the
Latifh commerce ; to what a dreadful alternative thould
we have been reduced ! If we adopt this fyftem, we
thall exhibit a’pheenomenon in politics ; for after have
g hazarded in 1783 every thing that was dear to us,
to recover the independence of our Parliament, the
firlt ufe we fhall have made of that independence, is‘to
pals an ad&t for its furrendes, We {hould recolleét th;: in-
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famy and contempt, in which the Scotch Parliament, who
voted the union, were involved ; we cannot wifh to emu-
late their. condu& or to be fucceffors to their. con-
tempt. We fhould remember, that the terms now propofed
by the 4th and sth Refolutions were contained in point of
rinciple in the conciliatory Propofitions offered to America
in 1775, and rejeéted with feorn and indignation ; indeed
they were morc_.;avourab[c than the prefent, for though the
Englifh Parliament was to afcertain the quantum of fupply;,
or the amount of the taxes, as is to be done in the propofed
fyftem refpeéting the amount of each Englifh tax or duty,
which we are to adopt, yet privileges were referved to
America, which are not referved to us; fhe was to decide :
on the mode and fubjeé of taxation, and of courfe the pow- .
er of originating her Bills was to refide in her own legifla- R
ture. We fhould be cautious of treating with the Mi- é
nifter of England, having already difcovered his infin-
cerity in this tranfa&ion. On the 7th of February, the
Agent or Reprefentative of Mr. Pitt required this Houfe
to pledgé themfelves to the cleven Propofitions, as a
fyftem, refpe&ing cvery part and, principle of which the
Britith Minifter had made up his mind ; but at this
very pcr’iod, ar)d for long after, the friend of the Britith
Minifter, Mr. Jenkinfon, and the committee of the Eng-
lifh council were enquiring into and examining as to the
expediency of adopting the leading principles of thefe
eleven Propofitions; concerning which he had taught us
to believe (through the month of his Secretary) that he,
Mr. Pitt, was clearly decided and abfolutely determined.
The fourth Refolution originated with Mr. Pitt, and not in
the fuggeftion or urgency of the Englifh oppofition ; when
he introduced this refolution it had not even the palliating
words, ¢ by laws to be paffed by the Irifh Parliament;”
thefe were inferted by the fuggeftion of oppofition, who
moved an amendment to expunge the exceptional parts of
the fourth Refolution, which Mr. Pitt rchifted, and with
fuccefs. 'This circumftance is a full refutation of the im-
putation att;ﬂm&q be caft on many refpe&table members
of the Englifh oppofition, that in this tranfaction they had
facrificed s:vé‘ry'ﬁ-lihg' to party ; if that had been their only
‘obje&t they would not havé moved this amendment, and
thereby have endeavoured to render the fyftem more pala-
table to Ireland ; they would on the contrary have fuffered
this Refolution to be fent over to Ireland in its native defor-
i S o B mity,
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mity, with all its imperfe&ions on its head, which would
have infured its reje@ion here and the Minifter’s de-
feat; but with this Minifter at the head of the Bri-
tilh Cabinet, in which fit the author of the Perpetual
Mutiny Bill, and another Nobleman, who encouraged Con-
ventions and Congrefles, and exhorted our Volunteers not
to lay down their arms till 2 Reform had been obtained,
yet acquiefced under all the minifterial perfecutions laft
winter of the friends of Reform in Ireland, we are told
from the Treafury Bench that the members of the prefent
Britifh Cabinet are the only friends of Ireland. I need
only have appealed to the meafure now before us for a con-
futation of this affertion. Rather an invidious comparifon
has been drawn between the prefent Lord Lieutenant and
the Duke of Portland ; in the addrefs of 1782, that Noble-
man ufed no minifterial influence to carry any favourite
fyftem; he lefe the Parliament and the people to them-
felves to declare their withes without referve ; he faid, if
he did not approve of them, he would refign, but approv-
ing of them he tranfmitted them to England, declaring,
at the fame time, that he would not hold the government
of this country unlefs they were in every inftance complied
with ; his condu@ was more meritorious than that of our
prelent Viceroy, atthe fame time I refpe& the private cha-
racter of the Duke of Rutland. ‘The imputation that the
oppofition in this houfe to the propofed fyftem originates
in party, recoils on its authors on the Treafury Bench ; if
their prefent meafure is not a matter of party,” why prefs it
contrary to the wifhes of both countries ? T difclaim all
party, the legiflative independence of Ireland is not to be
degraded by being made a matter of party; ’is the com-
mon caufe of the people of Ireland, ’tis a caufe in which
they have the alliance of God and Nature, with fuch fup-
port they cannot fail of fuccefs, let them only be true to
themfelves. The memorable words of Lord Chatham re-
fpe&ting America are in this inftance applicable to hisfon ;
¢ if the Minifters perfevere in mifadvifing and mifleading
the King, T will not fay that they can alienate the affe@ions
of his fubje&s of Ireland from his crown, but I will affirm,
that they will make the crown of Ireland not worth his
wearing.”

Mr. Hardy began his fpeech with declaring, that he could
not give his affent to the motion made by the Right Hon.

Secretary for leave to bring in a Bill, nor could he confent
to
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to Ireland’s entering into any commercial negotiation
whatever with Great Britain as long as the Fourth Refolu-
tion remained on the Journals of the Britith Houfe of Com-
mons. It was idle in his opinion to enter into any difcuflion
of the commercial arrangement till that was completely and
utterly abandoned. He confidered it as totally inadmiffible
on the part of Ireland, and if it were poffible that fhe could
accede to it, from that moment fhe muft relinquifh her
claim to the only chara&er in which fhe was faid to treat
with Great Britain, namely, that of an independent king-
dom, for the acceptance of the propofition would put an
end to her independency. Having faid this, he combated
the idea of the Secretary that it was not to be confidered in
that hoftile point of view, nor to be regarded in any other
light than a general condition incident to all treaties between
two countries totally independent of each other. He de-
niedthe force of this reafoning, and contended, that ne
perfon, however converfant in diplomatic knowledge, could
fairly, or with any propricty of argument, compare this
negotiation to any treaty of that defcription 5 or could pro-
duce an inftance where this fuppofed fimilarity could be
faid to exift. Great Britain and Ireland entering on a final
and irrevocable arrangement of all commercial matters be-
tween them, could never be affimilated to two feparate and
diftin& kingdoms under different Monarchs who might be
difpofed to form a treaty of commerce, or any treaty what-
ever with each other. Great Britain and Ireland were two
diftin& nations under one common head, with an unifor-
mity of laws, with an uniformity of interefts between them 5
the fubje@s of each participated of all the rights of com-
mon citizenfhip ; it was evident therefore, at the firft blufh
of the argument, that two fuch countries could never be
faid to ftand on the fame footing in the formation of the com-
mercial arrangement now propofed, or any adjuftment of
theirrefpeétive interefts, that two feparate and unconneé&ed
kingdoms would ftand. A treaty between them would be
totally different, and the confequences incident to any pof-
fible infra&ion of the treaty, completely fo. He then con-
fidered the feederal language which is generally held be-
tween two unconnefted States treating with each other.
That all the lofty and high founding words of union and
final arrangement between two unconneéted kingdoms are

very often only words of courfe, and fignify nothing; but

in a treaty of this nature between Great Britain and Ireland,
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there is no fuch infignificancy annexed to them, they car-
not be departed from with that facility fuggefted by the Righe
Hon. Secretary, who feemed to think that the refpeétive
Parliaments of both countries might annihilate this ar-
rangement whenever it became difagreeable to them, with-
out any violent inconvenience to either; on' the contrary,
thofe words form the almoft entire effence and fpirit of the
negociation, they are of the moft ferious mature” that can be
well imagined, and Gentlemen in giving their votes this
night ought not to lofe fight of them for an inftant. How
Jong was a treaty between two nations fomctimes in amity
with, and fometimes adverfe to each other, to laft ? Exa&ly
as long as fuited their own convenience. How long was a
treaty between Great Britain and Ireland to laft; or fup-
pofing that one nation violated the treaty, what would be
the confequence ¥ Would they be juft as they were before,
and all to begin again? No, the nation which happened to
be the ftrongeft, and reaped the greateft advantages from
the treaty, would take care that that fhould not happen.
if by any revolution in human affairs, Ireland happened to
gain more ftrength and power than Great Britain, what
would the complaints of Great Britain avail, if Ireland did
not adhere to the treaty, and what would the murmurs of
this country avail if Great Britain gradually, and m in-
ftances not immediately perceptible, thought proper to
adopt regulations in commerce, exclufively beneficial to
herfelf? Who would bg the Umpire between the two na-
tions.—There could be no Umpire.—Great Britain would
infift that all her regulations were for our benefit, and that
of the Empire; and there never would be wanting a party,
and a ftrong party too, in that houfe, who would fupport
her in herexplanations of her condu&, Parliamen-
tary Grotiufes, who weuld labour moft abundantly to prove
that the moft outrageous, unblufthing deviations from the
treaty, were perfeétly confonant to the good faith of the
treaty, ‘and the jus publicum imperii. He then touched on
the deception that was pra&ifed, and the declufory arts that
were reforted to, in complimenting Ireland with the name
of an Independent Kingdom, at the very time that fhe was
called upon to adopt, and implicitly adopt every commer-
cial ftatute and regulation of another, and her being told
that in yielding to fuch adoption, fhe was required to
do no more than what had been acceded to, in a variety of

inftances between two foreign States treating with each
other.
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other. He never heard of fuch a compa&, nor did he con-
ceive how it could well be made, for it was more perhaps,
than any government in the utmoft plenitude of its power,
would think itfelf authorized to eftablith. It had been at-
tempted alfo, to compare this negociation to a common
treaty of commerce, entered into between two States,
without any previous hoftility on either fide, but merely to
prevent diffenfion, and a collifion of interefts in future.
Could fuch an argument exift a moment, when it was con-
fidered that fuch treaties are not final, or fcarcely ever ex-
prefled to be fo? On the contrary, they are made for a cer-
tain number of years, and either expire, or are renewed,
juft as it fuits the interefts of the contra&ing parties. He
quoted the treaty with Rufha of 1766, and fome others,
as proofs of this affertion, and repeated that he had never
read or heard of any treaty between two countries which
went like the prefent, to the entire, unqualified adoption
of every commercial regulation which one State thought
proper to impofe on the other. If fuch a treaty had ex-
ifted, and been grofly violated, war would have been the
confequence. Were Ireland and Great Britain to go to
war on any infra&lion of this, fuppofing it to be carried
into execution ? He hoped and trufted that no fuch day
would ever arrive ; but if Ireland was fo fimple as now to
fubmit to be governed by Great Britain in every commer-
cial regulation, he would venture to augur that the good
faith of the treaty would not be adhered to. The very im-
becility of fuch a furrender would provoke and almoft
apologize for the contemptuous invafion of the compaét that
would follow in confequenee of it. War, there might
not be perhaps between the two kingdoms, but there would
be fomething equally painful to every generous mind;
eternal murmurs, and eternal fullen acquiefcence on the

art of Ireland. He meant nothing difrefpe&ful to Great
%ritain in faying this, norcould he be fuppofed to infinuate
that Great Britain would naturally be more prone to fuch a
violation than Ireland. Were Ireland the fuperior country,
Ireland would a& exa&ly as Great Britain. An impatience
to extend itlelf is the chara&eriftic of power in all fituations,
and it would be found equally fo in this, as in every other
inftance. He then” took notice of Mr. Orde’s aflertion,
that the original fyftem contained in the Eleven Propofitions
was not in the flighteft degree departed from, it was ftill the
fame, though many of the Propofitions had been totally

altered,
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altered, and their number increafed from cleven to twenty.
This he faid was fuch an extraordinary aflertion, that he
did not know what to make of it, cfpecially when one con-
fidered that the fourth Refolution, which eftablithes for

ever a controling power in Great Britain in all commer- -
cial matters, was not to be found in the original fyftem 3

that the monopoly of the Eaft India Company was ot to
be found in that fyftem, nor in the moft diftané manner
alluded to ; that the ftipulation to lay on’fuch duties as
would extremely fetter our intercourfe with America, was
not to be found in that fyftem; and yetthe Right Hon.
Secretary infifted on it, that it was ftill the fame fyftem.
This he faid, was fuch a2 mode of reafoning, as he had ne-
ver read or heard of, except in one inftance, and that was
to be found in Martinus Scriblerus, where a very ingenious
fet of Philofophers undertook to fhew how a man could be
confcious to himfelf that he was the fame individual at
forty years of age, that he had been at twenty, though the
particles which compofed his body had undergone a
total change within that time. This they proved by a very
humble and familiar illuftration, viz. The cafe of Sir John
Cutler’s black worfted Stockings, which had been fo often
darned with filk, that they at length became a pair of filk
Stockings. Thofe, Stockings, faid they, were certainly
the fame individual Stockings, both before and afier the
darning, though perhaps, at the laft darning, there was
not a fingle thread left of the original pair. The Secre-
tary’s mode of reafoning was exaé&ly in that manner. The
original Propofitions as they left Ireland, were generally
confidered as Irifh Propofitions, but fince they had been in
England, they had undergone fo many amendments or
darnings, that they had become Englifh Propofitions; and
though at the laft amendment or darning, the whole fub-
ftance of the ofiginal fyftem was totally altered, yet fays
the Right Hon. Secretary, ¢ take my word for it Gentlemen,
they are toall intents and purpofes the fame original Pro-
pofitions, jult as they left this houfe in February laft.”
Having dwelt on this idea, and touched on other matters
not very material, Mr. Hardy faid that he would, with the

.indulgence of the houfe, fav a word or two, not only to the

Bill lately introduced by Mr. Pitt, in the Britith Houfe of
Commons, and circulated with fuch induftry through
Dublin, but alfo to the joint addreffes of both houfes of the
ritifh Parliament ; the Bill which was moved £osr by the
ccretary
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Secretary being, as far as he could judge from the general
-outline given in that Gentleman’s {peech, extremely eon-
neéted with both thefe fubje@s. As to the Bill introduced
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in England, he was
not difpofed at that time to pay it the flighteft attention 3
for even fuppofing that it was infinitely more favourable to
Ireland than the Twenty Propofitions, how could any one
fay that it might not be totally or at leaft materially altered
before it received the Royal affent.  If he was to argue from
what had paft, he could draw no other conclufion, for if
ever a Minifter was celebrated for abandoning his firft ideas
on any particular fubje&, the prefent firft Lord of the
Treafury certainly was. ‘That Gentleman’s talents he
highly refpe@ed, but uncommen and brilliant as thofe ta-
lents were, what had his adminiftration been but an ad-
miniftration of experiments? What fecurity therefore
could that Houfe have in a Bill which was but in its in-
fancy, and which as to any fubftantial benefits held out to
Ireland in it, might be as compleatly abandoned as the
fyftem propofed by the Right Hon. Secretary. It was, in
his opinion, confidering the purpofes for which it had
been fent to Ireland, a Bill of deception and calcula-
ted merely to convoy in company with the addreffes
of the two houfes, the twenty amended Propofitions
through the Parliament of Irefand; as to thofe ad-
dreffes he wifthed to pay them, and the Parliament from
whence they came, every refpe& in his power, butif it was
meant under fhelter of thofe addreffes to pafs the Propo-
fitions into a law, he would fay in dire& and unqualified
terms, that it was an infidious manceuvre, a poor pitiful
frand! What occafion for this extraordinary profufion of
compliments to the Irifh mation, or why this extraordina-
ry, and as it thould feem with fome Gentlemen, this irre-
fiftible fondnefs for our independent legiflature, and the re-
cognition of its rights ? Had they not been folemnly recog-
nized, repeatedly acknowledged already ? Did they require
the fupport of fuch a joint addrefs ? An addrefs made on the
{pur of the moment, and for no other purpofe, he believed,
than to furnifh fome Gentlemen with a pretext, a paltry
apology for not adhering to their original declaration in
favour of the original fyftem.  Such was the manner in
which the Minifter thought proper to accommodate himfelf
to the conftitutional delicacy, and fading patriotifm of thefe
gentlemen. But was this the mode which they took to

\ compofe
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eompofe their minds on this occafion ! Were this addrefe,
and this bill which had been read but once, and might end
no man could tell how, to be regarded as the panacea of
the Minifter, the great auxiliaries by whofe aid he was
to carry this bufinefs through the houfe ? If the com-
merce and conftitution of Ireland had fallen in the way
of thieves, was this the oil which this good Samaritan, this
benevolent Secretary was to pour into their wounds ? He had
complained much of mifreprefentation both here and on
the other fide of the water, and that words were given te
him in the Britifh Houfe of Commons which he had never
made ufe of here. Now, after every allowance in his favour,
and paying every compliment to his magnanimity in not
paying much attention to what was merely perfonal to him=
{elf, where was his boafted friendthip to Ireland at the time
when he himfelf was in London, and beheld his own com-
mercial fyftem, that {fyftem which was adorned with every
colour that his eloquence and the prompt adulatory eloquence
of ‘his friends could beftow on it; that fyftem on the
ftrength and permanency of which 140,000l. was in one of

our old paroxyfms of unthinking gratitude voted away al- |

moft without debate, when he beheld that fyftem daily and
hourly invaded, and yet he never went to the Houfe of
Commons to tell the people of Great Britain what had
been done in Ireland with regard to that {yftem, toacquaint
them with the temper and difpofition in which he had left
this Houfe, what we would infift on, and the probable dif-
contents and jealoufies that would arife in confequence of
any dereli&ion of that fyftem? Mr. Hardy dwelt for fome
time on this point, and faid, that though the Right Hon.
Gentleman’s reprefentations might have failed of fuccefs,
yet -he would have been juftified to himfelf, to both coun-
tries, to all pofterity, if he had taken fuch a part ; but
he declined atting in that manner, and feemed fatisfied
now with telling the Houfe, that Mr. Pitt had great dif-
ficulties to encounter, not only on the part of the manu-
fa&uring and commercial interefts of Great Britain, buton
the part of the Oppofition in England, which he fays en-
deavoured to countera& all his efforts in behalf of Ireland.
Mr.-Hardy took up this idea, and faid, that he acknow-
ledged that many an oppofition in England had taken ad-
vantage of popular clamour which had been raifed againft
the Minifter. The Right IIon. Gentleman might, if he

pledled, bear teftimony and ample teftimony to the trut};lof
that
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that obfervation, for if ever a party took advantage of
national delufion the very party with which the Right Hon.
Gentleman ftood conne&ed certainly did. And yet, not-
withftanding the recency of this tranfaGion, notwith{tand=
ing fuch unequivocal and damning proof of the mifcondud
of the Gentleman’s own conneéions, he now accufed and
moft improperly acculed the oppofition in England of doing
that which on a former occafion he knew his own friends
a&ually did. But giving everyv latitude to his argument,
and allowing the poffible interfsrence and machinations
of party in their utmoft extent, wasany man in his fenfes
to be told that the commercial and manufalluring bodies in
England reguired the aid of oppofition to point out 7o them
in what reipeés this fyftem militated againft their intere(ts.
The abilities of the Gentleman, who is defervedly confider-
ed as the head of that oppofition, were perhaps unparalleled
in all parliamentary hittory, but did it require thofe abili-
tiesor the warning voice of that Gentleman to cry, ‘¢ woe
to the commercial interefts of Great Britain I” Was it the
nature of commerce to fleep, to lie in dull oblivion of its
own Interefts, and fec with any eyes but .its own? Did it,
like the Philofophers in the ‘ifland of iaputa, require
perpetual flappers to warn it againft precipices and fur-
rounding dangers ? In the year 1778, when the firft ex-
tenfion of trade was given to Ireland, the commercial {pirit
of England even then took the. alarm, and unaided moft
certainly by the oppofition of that day. It had always been
the cafe, and ever would be the cafe as long as com-
merce exifted in Great Britain, and it was idle to lay zhar
to the charge of any accidental floating party in the fate,
or to mere cafual parliamentary hoftility which had its
foundation in the nature of things, in the receffes of the
human heart, in the difpofition and habits of mankind,
fince the firft fail waved over the ocean. Mr. Hardy ob- }
ferved, that a noble i.ord in one houfe of the Britith Par-
liament faid, the bufinefs was too big for party. An ob-
fervation equally pointed and pertinent, for the fa&
was undouhtedér fo. He then touched on the re-
ftrictions which were laid on the commerce of Ire-
] land in King William’s time, and quoted a declaration of
Lord Godolphin, that fuch reftri@ions were laid purely in
compliance with the prejudices of the commercial intereft,
and totally againft the inclinations of the King and of the
Miuiﬁ}y". He faid, that he did not indeed confider Mr.
Pitt as great a ftatefman as Lord Godolphin, but in an
M arrangement
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arrangement of this nature he believed him to poffefs as
large and liheral 2 mind ; and even granting that the origi-
nal plan of commercial adjuftment had his entire éoncur-
rence, what inference or what confolation could Ireland
draw from that, or Lord Godolphin’s declaration, but this :
That in commercial matters Ireland muft not altogether
depend on any minifterial interference or_any. Mimifter’s
promifes or cxertions, fhe muft reft om’ herfelf, her own
{pirit and induftry ; fhe muft watch circumftances and fea-
fons moft opportune for the advancement of ‘her interefts,
for fhe could never flatter herfelf that when thofe interefts
and the commercial interefts of Great Britain came, or
were even fuppofed to come into any thing like competition,
the Minifter would not frcm his faperior and natural regards
fos that country, or perhaps from mere perfonal confiderations
give way to the latter What wasthe cafe then, or why did
the Right Hon. Secretary move for leave to bring in 2 Bill
not founded on the original fyftem? ‘Why, but becaufe
My. Pitt abandoned that fyftem, and had he not abandon-
ed it, he could not in aib probability have remained at the
head of ihe Treafury. | But the Treafury was a facrifice too
ercat to be made to the kingdom of Ireland; the Right
Hon. Sceretary therefore who propefed the fyftem to the
Houfe was given up, the amiable Chief Governor, under
whofe aufpices he brought forward that fyftem was given
up ; why were they } the queftion was .caﬁ-ly anfwered— Be-
caufe, if they had not Mr. Pitt could not have kept his
ground, he muft have gone out. Every man of candour
would acknowledge that to be the cafe, notwithftanding
all the Right Hon. Gentleman’s honeyed words, and the
circuitous manner in which he had opened the bufinefs of
that day. Was then the kingdem of Ireland to hang its
fate like a folitary zealot of a party on the minifterial ex-
iftenceofany man ? Was it before the laft echo of its vic-
tory haddied away, and in the fight of thofe who led her on
to that viGory, to fit down like the unfortunate Carthagi-

- mian general afrer all his conquefts, a wretched mcnfﬁc‘znt
~at the threfhold of any man ? What had party to do in the

bufinefs at alt ? What had any perfonal confiderations of Mr.
Pitt or Mr. Fox, or the Duke of Portland, tofay to fuch a

- momentous awful bufincfs as the commercial arrangement be-
tween the two countries ? Men of fuperior talents might
‘occafionally divide the Parliament and the people of Great

Britain Fetween them, but to involve kingdoms in the

warfare of perfonal ambition, was an idea from which

every
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every well-regulated mind would fhrink with horror. This
was no Oppofition queftion, and he befeeched that part of
the Houfe, which he fhould ever look up to with reverence
and regard, the independent country gentlemen, not to
be deluded by the affertions which had been artfully circu-
lated, that it was a party queftion, or conne&ed with a
party in England—it fteod on far more folid foundations-
it did not look to the prefent hour, or the prefent Minifter
of the day, nor did it follicit the humiliation or difgrace of
any man, or court any momentary triumph.— Having
purfued this idea for fome time, he compared the circum-
ftances under which the union had been brought forward
with thofe of the commercial adjuftment, and. entered into
a fort of detailed hiftory of the manner ‘in which Lord
Somers, when a&ually out of place, had undestaken and con-
ducted that bufinefs. * He faid, he withed that fome portion
of the wifdom and moderation of Lord Somers had operated
in that adjuftment, as it did in the union. He contrafted
his condu& with that of the Secretary. The Parliament of
Scotland fat feveral months to adjuft the union, the Parlia-
ment of Ireland took three or fJour days to regulate their
plan of commercial arrangement ; fuch was the portion of
time allowed by adminiftration here for the Reprefentatives
of a people who had almoft forgot what commerce was, to
form a commercial treaty, which was declared to be as
permanent as anﬁ treaty could pofiibly be.

He faid this whale bufinefs had been conduted in fuch a
manner, and had in its rogrels given rife to fuch con-
tradi&tory fentiments ang opinions, even amongit thofe
who co-operated in it, fuch a variety of conftru@ions had
been put on different parts of it here and clfewhere, there
was fo much incongruity and fo much uncertainty, that the
only method left in his opinion for the Parliament of Ireland
to take was, to put a ftop at once to a Bill founded on fuch
ill-digefted and ‘difcordant materials. It was evident to
every perfon, that the Minifter, when he frft entered on
the buflinefs, did not know the extent to which he was
going ; nar e‘ﬂﬁi any one have imagined, that in an
adjuftmeny involved the deareft intereits of bath
countrics, and particularly thofe points on which Great
Britain ‘was tremblingly alive and irritable, that he could
have proceeded in the hazardeus manner in which he had.
Without concert, without  communication, witheut any
fort of ‘previous knowledge of the difpofition or habits of
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any one commercial or manufaGturing body in Great
Britain he propofed a plan of commercial arrangement to
Ireland wirhout being able at the fame time in-the fhghteft
degree to pronounce whether fuch a plan, or any part of
fuch a plan would be acceptable to Great Britain or not.
With a faew of compliment to Ireland he fuffered her to
take the lead in the bufinefs, and why ? Only eventually
to make her feel her complete inferiority, for the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain had now taken the bufinefs entirely
out of their hands, and it was on their plan, their adjuft.
ment, not their own original {yftem, that the Parlia-
ment of Ireland was called upon to proceed. So that,
in fad&, it had been much better, if this Bill was to go for-
ward, if the Infh Parliament had never entered into, or
adopted any commercial {yftem whatever ; in that cafe,
they had only to accept of reje& the twenty Propofitions,
as fent from Great Britain, whereas if this Bill paffed in-
to a law, they would not only have accepted thofe twenty
Propofitions, but they would have the mortification to
refleét, that they had been obliged to relinquifh the plan
of their own adoption, and that plan univerfally allowed
to be, In every refpc& more beneficial to their commercial,
and not in the leaft degree interfering with their conftitu-
tional interefts.

Mr. Hardy then apologized to the Houfc, for having
trefpaffed fo long on their patience. He faid, he would
not, in that ftage of the Bill, go into the commercial de-
tail, though he had given that part of the fubje& as full
and as undivided attention, as he ever gave to any fubje&
whatever. . But he obje&ted to the principle of the Bill;
he thought it inadmiffible on the part of Ireland, and
therefore he voted againft the Right Hon. Secretary’s mo-
tion.

Mr. Flod faid in fubftance as follows. I do not at all
wonder thar this {yftem fhould end in an open attack upon
the rights of Ireland in commerce and in Conftitution,
becaule in 1ts origin it appeared to me to be a covered attack
upon both.  Ou this principle, 1 oppofed it in its com-
mencement. I have been reproached with being in a mi-
nerity of one upon this fubje&t; 1 thall be no longer re-
proached on that ground.

The King’s fpeech, under the fan&ion of which the fyf-
tem was introduced, declared, that it was only to adjuft

matters which had not been before adjufled. Yet the very
fecond

N ST W S Ir——



( 8 )

fecond of the original ten Propofitions, in contradi&ion
to this, went only to objects that had been before adjufted
in 1 8o and in 1782—namely, foreign trade and Britifb
Colonial trade.

As to foreign trade, one word difpatches that, viz. the
word, Independence. Independent Ireland, has ever
right of foreign trade, which Britain herfelf pofleffes. For
this, therefore, the had no compat to make with Britain.
This had been adjuited in 1782. Briuth Colony trade
was adjulied in 1780. The Britith Parliament, in 1780,
declared, by refolution, that the unfhaken loyalty of Ire-
land, entitled her, to participate in every advantage of Britith
Colony trade. The Britith aé of Parliament, in purfuance
of this refolve, authorized Ireland to trade to the Bririth
Colonies with /ike advantages with Britain herfelf. In equi-
ty and good :aith, what can we have to afk that this did not
give? Or can Britain now fay that fhe withheld any
thing without impeaching her own candour? Britain
boafted the liberality of that tranfaction. Ireland illumina-
ted.

Now I afk did not moft of you imagine, that in 1780,
Ireland was put in a better fituation, than ever (he had pof-
fefled before, as to Britith Colony trade ! And, of this I
am fure, that there is not a man among you who will
not admit, that it would be abfurd to hold, that you were
not at leaft reftored, to every advantage of Britith Colony
trade, that Ireland had ever poffefled. Now I fay thattill
the 15th of Charles the 1Id, you could export any thing to,
and 1mport any thing from, the Britith Colonies, as
freely ‘as England herfelf : and, that, after landing it in
Ireland, you could refhip it for any other country; and
for England, as well, as for any other. In 1730 therefore,
you were either reftored to that liberty, or it muit fol-
low, that, that boafted tranfation was a deception ; and
that inftead of giving you immunities you never had before ;
it did not even reftore you, to what you had formerly pof-
fefled. This liberty therefore of refhipping Britith Colony
produce (the only boon which this {yftem boafts) did in eve-
ry confideration of reafon and good faith accompany the
tranfaction of 1780, and was therefore, not, now to be
adjufted. Nay it 1s abfurd to fuppofe, that, in 1780, that
was withheld from Ireland, which Ireland had poflefled,
till the «sth year of Charles the 11d ; which every one o1 the
thirteen States of America did poflefs to the hour of their
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feparation ? and which New Brunfwick poflefles now ? and
would it not be more ablurd to fuppofe fo if in fact, it is as
much the intereft of Britain, as it can be of Ireland, that
Ireland fhould be allowed that liberty ? Now it is even
more fo, and I prove it thus. 'This liberty ean be of no
advantage to Ireland except in this contingency : Except
Ireland has a furplus of Colony produce over and above her
own confumption—T hat is one neceffary fa&—Another is,
that, at the fame article of time, that fhould happen,
which rarely can happen, namely, that Britith Colony pro-
duce fhould be dearer in Britain than in Ireland, or in
any other neighbouring country—For if that were not the
cale, Ireland would lofe by fending it to Britain. Now it
1s abfurd to fuppofe that Ireland would do that. What fol-
lows #  That at the moment whea the liberty of fending
Colony produce to England would be ufeful to Ireland, it
would be doubly the intereft of Britain, to receive it from
Ireland. For 1it, Britain as a confumer would be relieved
by it, and 2d, the Britith merchant, in his commiffion,
would be a gainer. In another capacity Britain would be a
gainer alfo—that is to fay, as head of the empire, fhe
would profit by the encreafe of trade, confequent on this in-
tercourfe, between her Colonies and lIreland; a member
of the empire. Who after this will fay, that this liberty
was not included in the tranfaétian of 17803 ar, if it was
not, that Ireland ought to purchafe it now, with the furplus
of her hereditary revenue, with the degradation of her
condition, and with the facrifice of her commercial legif-
lation ?

As to Ireland’s not having paid for the tranfa&ion of
1780, I fay the argument would be a fordid one, if it were
founded in faé&t, which itis net. I'he fentiment of the Bri-
tith parliament in 1780 was a wiler and more ftatefman-like
conception. It was, that the un(haken loyalty of Ireland
entitled her, to thofe advantages; and, furely, thar is a
price above all prices.  Bat Ireland paid for it in two ways
batides, and in each of them more than the value of the
obje, 1ft, Ireland gave to the Britith Calonies (that is
to Britain) a monopoly of her confamption in thafe articles,
in which fhe then obtained, that free trade. Now I fay,
univerfally, that any nation pays too dear for any one mar-
ket, when (he gives up all other markets for one. And
particularly that the nation pays too dearly for the fugar

market of the Britith Colonies, who gives up all other fugar
markets
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markets for the Britith ; which is neither the beft nor
the cheapeft. 2dly, 1 add, that Ireland paid in taxes for the
direét trade more than it was worth, and I prove it thus : 10/
per cent. is a2 good profit in general on trade, and no trade
can afford to pay the whole nor the greater part of its
clear profit in tax. To apply this. We paid for that di-
re¢t trade an eftimated fum of tax to the amount of
above 100,000/ a year. Now this would be the whole
clear profit, at 10/. per cent of 2,000,000/ worth of trade.
Could the whole clear profit be afforded in tax—or can
the whole encreafe of trafhic, by the direct trade, amount,
in any feries of years, to any thing like the enormous
fum of two millions ? Moft certainly not.

Thus the firft of the original ten Propofitions was a mere
preamble ; and the fecond, which began the bufinefs,
began it in a dire&tion, unfair to Ireland; and inconfiltent
with the King’s fpeech. Ireland was drawn, unaware, to
treat for the things already fettled ; and thereby impliedly
to relinquith the two fettlements of 1780 and of 1782—
This was not enough. Ireland had ufed non-importation
and non-confumption agreements, towards the attain-
ment of thofe fettlements; and when her parliament was
acknowledged to be independent, fhe applicd to her Parlia-
ment, for daties of prote&tion or preference, fimilar to
thofe which Britain had long enjoyed, in favour of her
home manufa&ure, in her home market. 'I'o cut all this
up, by the root, was the obje& of the 3d and 4th of the
original ten Propofitions. The third therefore makes Ire-
land propofe not only that there fhould be no prohibitory
ftatutes, but that there fthould never be any popular or pri-
vate affociations, againft importation, ufe or fale. Such
affociations had been made, and had been found benefisial
by Ireland ; they had not been made, and they had been
complained of as injurious, by Britain. Yet Ireland is
drawn in thefe Propofitions, to muke it one of her prelimi-
naries, that there never fhould be fuch affociations again.
But, at the fame time, Ireland is made to forget, that (he
had never prohibited the export of raw marerials to Britain,
whereas Britain had prohibited the export to Ireland of
the raw materials flie moft valued. And, therefore, though
Ireland in her fuppofed 3d Propofition is induftrious, to
preclude all prohibitions againft import (by which kind of
prohibitions Ireland had profirred) fhe forgets to preclude,
prohibitions againft export, of which Ireland complained.
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Can any thing be more clear than that thefe Propofitions ne-
ver originated in Ireland ?  But the boldeft froke of all
was, in the very moment that ireland was foliciting higher
duties on import, in order to give protection and preference
to her manufatures; to make this kingdom propofe, in
the 4th of the original ten Refolves, thar, the not only
fhould not now, but that fhe never fhould hereafeer have
fuch duties of protection. Yet the 4th Prosofition does
this—for it requires that the loweft exifting duties, viz.
the Irifh, fhould hereafter be the port duties for both king-
doms. Now experience had proved that thecy were too low
to proteét Ireland, and therefore Ireland had prayed, that
they might be raifed. This 4th Propofition therefore,
makes Ireland propofe a perpetual negative on her own ap-
plication.  So far was well—but a fear began to be entertain-
ed that asthefe Jow duties would certainly leave the Irith
market open to Britith imports (perhaps to the ruin of Irith
manufature, and therefore finally to the damage of Bri-
tain) fo, by poffibility, thefe low duties might now and
then fufter fome Irith manufacture to efcape into the Britith
market. Before the 4th Propofition fhould be eftablithed
therefore, it was thought advilcable, in the latter end of the
third Propofition, to find an expedient, by which Britain
fhould have higher Prote&ing Duties than Ireland, without
appearing to mean it. Now what was that expedient ?
"The principle of countervailing duties—That is to fay,
that the port duties, though too low for the protection of
Ireland, fhould be equal; but thar the country, that had
the higheft internal duties on confumption, might add to
the port duty, a countervailing duty in proportion to its
internal impofts ; whereby the before equal duties would
become unequal. Now to folve this problem, we have
onty to afk, which of thefe kingdoms, now has, and which
of them, as richer, muft always be able to have, the
highelt internal duties on confumption ? Undoubtedly Bri-
tain, What follows ? That Ireland was made, in the
countervailing principle, to propofe, that Britain fhould
have higher duties againft Irith imports, then Ireland thould
have againlt Britith imports; which was, firft, contrary to
what Ireland had defired ; and, fecondly, was in itlelf
unreafonable ; becaufe certainly rhe weaker manufaturing
country required more proteétion than the ftronger ; though
fhe was content with a proteétion equal to what Britain
had long enjoyed, and by the long enjoyment of whicle}]l,
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ihe had gained fuch advantage ground, as Ireland could ne-
ver recover, nor Britain ever lofe.

Thus Ireland was made to propofe in the 2d, 3d and 4th
of the original ten Propofitions, either implicitly or exprefsly,
a total renunciation of every principle (he had held, and of
every fettlement and advantage fhe had obtained in that ®ra
of about five years, in which Ireland gloried more, than in
any other period perhaps of her exiftence. Yer a bolder
ftroke remained behind—and that was, by the tenth of
the original Refolves, to make Ireland propofe, to pay
tribute, for this negative on all her defires, and for
this renunciation of all her principles and attainments—
and to pay tribute in a manner peculiarly revolting, and re-
pugnant, to thofe principles and attainments. In the fir(t
place, the was made to propofe, that Ireland thould make
a perpetual grant to the Britith navy, which Britain had
never made to her own navy ; and, which, no free country,
ought to make to armaments, that muft be under the
command of the crown. Ireland too, had, in this cafe pecu-
liar reafon to decline any fuch idea. Above an hundred
years ago, in the fever of the reftoration, and in the infa-
tuation of this kingdom, Ireland had made a perpetual
grant, for the fupport of an Irith marine. This England
never permitted to be applied.  Why ?  Becaufe fhe wifhed
that Ireland fhould have no marine—becaufe fhe withed
to have a monopoly of Navy to herfelf—for what purpole,
let her fubfequent condu@ to Ireland explain. What fol-
lowed ? Englith minifters, in fpight of law, difappro-
priated this fund, and applied it to an overgrown land army,
rather than to a marine. The defence of this land ar-
my Britain had, and Ireland had the burden., With what
grace could Britain, after this, come to Ireland and fay, you
do mnot fupport a marine; when Britain herfelf prevented
Ireland from doing fo? When a monopoly of navy was
the choice of Britain, what right had fhe to fay, that Ire-
land cught to pay Britain, for her having her own choice ?
When Britifh minifters, contrary to legal appropriation,
had applied the marine fund of Ireland to a land army for
the convenience of Britain, what right had they to come
to [reland to demand a new marine fund; and that, not
for an Irith marine, but for the Britith navy ? which was
in effet to demand, that Ireland fhould for ever abdicate
any marine, and make a formal recognition, that fhe never
ought to have a fea-guard of her own? As to the &
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of protection, does Britain keep a frigate for the prote@ion
of Ireland ? Or when the Stag Frigate was in our bay,
was it for the protection of our trade ! But admitting that
Britain ever fo much and at ever fo great charge did proteét
Ireland by her Navy, 1 alk, has fhe not reafon and is it
not well worth her while to do fo without any fuch tribute
and humiliation as this ? Ireland is willing to oblige Bri-
tain in every way fhe can ; but yer with confcious dignity.
What nation would not protet Ireland without tribute, to
whom Irel 'nd were to give what {he does give to Britain ?
She gives her the nomination of her monarch, and therein
of her whole adminiftration, throughout every department ;
a third eftate in her legiflature ; the creation of her peerage ;
the influence over placemen and penfioners in the Houfe
of Commons; fhe gives her a mighty army; the ufe
of near a millicn and an half of yearly revenue; five mil-
lion a year in imports and in exports; above a million a
year in ablentee expenditure, which, at the grievous iflue
of one million a year from Ireland, carries above 200,000/
a year in taxes into the Britith exchequer ; fhe gives her
the ule of three millions of people in peace and war, and
of feventeen millions of Englifh acres inan happy climateand
of an happy foil, and fo fituated as to be the beft friend or the
worft enemy in the world to Britain. In giving her the
nomination of her monarch, Ireland gives to Britain, in ef-
fect, the power of treating for her, with all the world ;
and of declaring pedce and war for her with all mankind.
What follows? That Ireland can have no enemies but
thofe who are made fo by Britain. And what follows from
that? That Britain is bound by every principle of honour,
as well as of intere(t, to proteét Ireland, againit thofe ene=
iies, which Britain creates to her. What aftenithment
then muit thinking men have felt, at Ireland’s being brought
for a moment to entertain fuch an idea ! and this too, at
what time ? in three years after the affertion of her nation-
al independence. For I afk, what country has ever been
free, that could not protet itfelf? What country can be
independent, that relies for ever, on the prote&ion of ano-
ther nation ? Is not a confeflion that you cannot protect
yourfelf a virtual cancelment of all pretenfiens to indepen-
dence ! That fuch a tribute therefore thould have been
the virgin fancy of Independent Ireland, muft have been
aitonithing.  And that it fhould have originated within
¢hree years of the laft war, muit encreafe one’s aftonith-
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ment: for in lat war you had the ftrongeft experience
that the fac was falfe, on which the principle was ground-
ed. Did the Britith navy prote& Ireland laft war ?  No—
it did but protet Great Britain. Did the Britith army pro-
tect Ireland? No—it was gone to America. Did the
Irith army prote& Ireland ?  No—it was gone to prote&
Great Britain. What then did prote& Ireland ? Ireland
herfelf —in other words, her Volunteers. hey defended
Ireland—and by defending Ireland they enabled Ireland to
fend her army to defend Great Britain—that is, they in ef-
fect protected both kingdoms—yet the fafhion has of late
been with fome men in both kingdoms to revile that jlluf-
trious body. The curfe of ingratitude has falferr on the
nation, and the Independence of Ireland having thrown
away its ftaff bas begun to totter.

I have fpoken of the roth Refolve, as it ftood numbered,
in the original Propofitions. It became the 11th, as the Pro..
pofitions went from the Irith Parliament to Britain. This
change, in the number and arrangement, arofe, from the
addition of one Propofition, and one only in Ireland ; which
was but prefatory to the tenth, and therefore was inferted
beforeit. As it has been afferted, 1 cannot doubt, the in
tention of it to have been ceconomyand limitation. Yer it
was fo exprefled, that I thought ity as likely, to lead to fur-
ther new taxes at leaft, as to prevent the further accumulation
of debt. At all events, the fa& is, that the Right Hon. the
Secretary, juft took advantage of that added Refolve, fo far,
as to make it a ground on which to atk 140,000l. a year of
new taxes, and to get them—Why ? That our income might
be equal to our expence. And to what end ? That we
might, in confequence, give away the fpecified furplus of
hereditary revenue. That is, he faid thus in effect, ¢ Your
eftablihments which are formed by Britith Minifters, are
‘too great for your revenue; we have refufed to retrench 3
and yet we expect a part of your inadequate revenue to be
fent to Britain.—Neither will we quarrei with you, for fay-
ing, that the income ought to be equal to the expence of
Government, provided the equality 1s not to arife from re-
trenchment but from new taxes. On the contrary, we
will join you heartily in raifing 140,000l. a year of new
taxes, to enable you to part with the fpecified furplus of your
old duties.” But no fooner had the Right Hon. Sgcretary

ot the new taxes, under the cover of this Refolution, than
%l\e Refolution as to all othg Purpofes was laid afide ; nor
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did he condefcend to have a queftion put upon that added
Refolve in the Britith Parliament. Thus funk into contume-
lious annihilation, the only Refolve that originated in Ire-
land. It was received in fraud, and it was dropped in in-
fult.

Such, and fo inadmiflible were thefe Propofitions, before
they entered the Britith Parliament. Hence it was, that they
were hurried thro’ the Irith Parliament, that no man might
have time to fee to the bottom of them, or to explain them
to the public. Short as the moment was, I faw a ghmpfe
of their tendency, and endeavoured to obtain tme, that a
preoccupied public, might have leifure to underftand them ;
all was fever for a fhort time—but they had fcarce got to
Britain, before the public began to recover from it’s error.
The contrary was reported to Minifters, and believed in Bri-
tain. What was the confequence ? lreland was thought to
have fallen into fuch a {tate of infatuation and dejection, that
any thing might be attempted with fuccefs. Hence, in the
20 Propofitions, a bolder hand appears every where. ‘The
Right Hon. Secretary, wlhen he firft mentioned the idea of
tribute, did it with a trembling difidence ; and mentioned
it, notas a condition on the part of Britain; but as his pre-
fentiment, of fpontancous generofity on the part of Ireland.
‘Then delicately and timoroufly was it ufhered in, at the end
of the Propofitions in the firft ftage—but in the laft exhibi-
tion, it ftands immediately after the preamble, and in the
van of that hoft of Propofitions to which the original ten
have encreafed. Here too it ftands in a different form ; as
a peremptory demand and abfolute condition, to be fulfilled
in all it’s parts (implying diftruft) before a itep is to taken
by Britain. In the confideration of this tribute, the 2cth
Propofition muft be combined with this fecond Refolve, in
order to fee the whole alteration, Now what are the altera-
tions that have been made in the Irith grant by the 2cth Pro-
pofition ? 1ft. The grant was conditional, and the 20th
makes it abfolute. In war, at all events, the fpecified fur- -
plus was to be given to the Britifh navy as the Refolves left
Treland ; but in peace, nothing might be given, Thus Ire-
land feemed to be at a certainty not to give more, with a
poflibility of not giving fo much.—But by the 20th Propofi-
tion, this certainty is taken away, and the reverfe is efta-
blithed. That is to fay, it is made certain that Ireland fhall
never Bive lefs, but that in war, fhe thould lic open to an

unlimitted demand. In other words, it is made certain that
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on the firft war there fhould be a rupture between the nati-
ons, which, confidering the diftruft that this {yttem would
infpire, might probably be tatal. Thus the nature and quan-
tum of the Inith grant was altered. The application too,
by the Irith Parliament, was conceived to be referved as a
right to be exercifed from time to time, and to be adapted
to circumftances that no man can forefee. The 20th Propo-
fition cuts off this free exercife of Parliamentary authority ia
the application of it’s grant, and requires the application to
be made, now and for ever, by onc a&. Laftly, a perpetual
revenue bill in effe&t is demanded—perpetual duties are un-
conftitutional enough in themfelves, and derogatory enough
from Parliament.—A perpetual bill for collecting perpetual
duties would make the matter much worfe. Were the
whole hereditary revenue to go as ufual to Irith fervices, what
man would fuffer a perpetual revenue bill for it’s colle@ion ?
Any quettion, approaching to fuch an idea, hasbeen always
received with peculiar alarm. How monftrous then was the
idea contained in this propofition ? And what does it de-
mand ! No lefs, than that Ireland thould make a perpetual
revenue bill for the whole hereditary revenue, becaufe fhe
was about to give away a part of that revenue to Bri-
tain. It is difficult to ftate any thing more extravagant than
this.

The 2d, of the 20 Propofitions, déclared, that, on the full
performance of the conditicn of tribute, a full participation
of commerce thould be given to Ireland. This is doubly
falfified by what follows : ‘This makes the tribute the fo/e con-
dition, and yet, afterwards, condition is added to condition,
infomuch, that in the Britifh Bill, founded on the Propofi-
tions, there are twenty three indifpeniible and fundamental
conditions. It is falfified again by the very next, as well as
by fubfequent claufes of reftriction, that prove that the*par-
ticipation is not to be full. To fpeak at prefent of the third,
what does that except? Not lefs than all the countries be-
tween the Cape of «Good Hope and the Streights of Magel-
lan, containing in the leaft exaggerated eftimate a fourth
part of the terraqueous globe, over and above what Britain
has any title of‘_.'prpperty to in that region. We read with
furprife of 2 Reman Pontiff granting one hemifphere to one
prince, and another hemifphere to another prince, and here
we fee half an hemilphere cut off from Ireland in a paren-
thefis ; and that, in a refolution purporting to extend the
commerce of Ireland. This parentheiis in the 3d, is detail-
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ed in the gth Propofition. As toboth, I thall only fay this,
that if Ireland is now under no reftri®ion as to her Eaft-
Indian commerce, fuch a reftraint is not fit to be a partof a
fyftem of comercial extenfion, for which Ireland fhould be
expected to pay; and if Ireland be under any reftriction as
to her Eaft Indian commerce, it is only by a law of her own,
and by a voluntary and unftipulated act of her Parliament
in favour of the Britith Eaft India company, merely becaufe
it is Britith. Such acondu on the part of ireland, thews
how little fuch hard conditions are either neceflary or deferv-
ed. It is foolith in any nation to bind itfelf, for ever, to
the exifting monopoly of any other nation ; but to bind it-
felf to the future and poflible, but unexifting monopolies
of any other nation, would be a folly much more than com-
mon. Many people think, that it would not be right for
Britain to perpetuate this monopoly, as to herfelf.—Now
fuch a contract, on the part of Ireland, would have a ten-
dency to perpetuate that monopoly, whilft the freeddm of
Ireland, from fuch a compat, might, according to fome
able opinions, be a means of diffolving that monopoly by
degrees, if fuch a meaflure were deemed te be beneficial.
At all events, it cannot be the intereft of Ireland to be for
ever bound during the exiftence of fuch monopolies—nor
after they fhall ceafe, to give up her legiflation as to [o large
a portion of foreign trade, by fubjeéting herfelf to the du-
ties, regulations and prohibitions that may from time to
time, be laid by the Britith Parliament, on the produce of
that immenfe region which lies between the Cape of Good
Hope and the Straits of Magellan.

~If the trade of Ireland could be extended by exclufion,
the 3d and gth Propofitions would deferve our thanks, as
far as the Afiatic world and jt’s circumjacencies are con-
cerned.  But this third Propofition takes in another object.
1t ftrikes at our trade in all foreign fpirits, and confequently
muft injure our whole trade and intercourfe with France,
Spain, Portugal and America. Add to this, as to America,
the 16th Propofition which has for it’s objeét foreign trade
only ; and, as a branch of that, fubjes our imports from
the independent ftates of America to fuch duties, regula-
tions and prohibitions as the Britith Parliament thall {rom
time to time think fit to impofe on Britain ; as to all al:tICICS
fimilar to thofe that are produced in the Britifh Colonies or
Settlements, Now, what articles can America fend to us,

to which, fimilar articles are not, or, may not be produced
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in fome of the Colonies or Settlements of Britain ? A great
revolution took place, as to the relative fituation of America
and Ireland, about the year 1782. In a commercial confi-
deration in 1785, the chief obje& that Ireland could poflibly
have was America. The reft of the world, comparatively
fpeaking, was mortgaged and pre-occupied. The new
ftates were unengaged. Much Irith blood circulates in
America, and there is no fmall partiality towards Ireland in
thofe ftates. Was this a thing for Ireland to throw away ?
Or was it the found and permanent intereft of Britain, that
Ireland thould fo throw it away ? If there be a ftring, by
which Britain can recover the affetions of America, it isa
firing which Ireland holds outto her. The sth Propofition,
of the 20, extends to all our imports from Colonies foreign
as well as Britifh, and fubje&s them to the fame duties, re-
gulations and prohibitions which the Britith Parliament
fhall think proper to adopt in Britain. This neither con-
fits with Free Trade, nor with independent legiflation.
The 8th extends to all thofe exports of Ireland that in 1780
were exempted, and fubjeélts them, in going to the Britith
Colonies or Settlements, to fuch duties, drawbacks and
regulations, as that they may not be exported with lefs in-
cumbrance of duty or impolfition than the like goods going
from Great Britain. This fubjefts our export trade to the
Colonies to difadvantages from which it is at prefent free, —
Is this extenfion and grace ?' Is this a thing to be paid for ?
We have juft attained the trade of candles to the Weft-
Indies—This would deftroy it. Capital is a greater advan-
tage than poverty—The only advantage of the latter, is
freedom from incumbrance—And this Propofition deprives
Ireland of that. Is this for the intereft of the empire ?
Certainly not ; unlefs the intereft of the empire be the ruin
of Ireland ; ard if fo, the profperity of the empire would
not be the intereft of Ireland. Now thefe, in my mind,
are noxious doctrines, and a fyftem that fuggefts them can-
not meet with my fupport.

The 1oth of the 20 Propofitions, retains all qualified pro-
hibitions now exifting in Briti(h or Irifh ftatutes. In Bri-
tith ftatutes there are many—And the als ought to have
been fpecifically referred to, that their extent might be con-
fidered. InTrifh Ratutes, where are there any prohibitions,
qualified or unqualified, as to any thing, that is Britith ?
The reciprocity in this inftance, is like the reciprocity in the
relt ; aone-handed reciprocity ; and, in a {yftem, profeffing

‘ enmity
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enmity to prohibition (and even to Protefting Duties, as
bearing a fhadow of prohibition) the confiftency of this re-
ferve, in favour of qualified prohibitions, is not inftantly
perceptible.  But the 1oth Propofition does not ftop here.
It proceeds to an eminent extenfion of the countervailing
principle. It requires not only that the internal duties of
the importing country, but alfo the bounties of the export-
ing country, fhould be brought to account, and that the
countervailing duty fhould be encreafed by both.—I have
ftated the firft part of this {yftem, and it’s effeét as to Ire-
land. I will now ftate the fecond part, that is founded on
bounty : The infancy of our manufa&ures, and the poverty
of our people has forced us into a variety of bounties, and
encouragements, in order to give fome {pring to the languor
of the Nation. The Linen Board, the Dublin Society, Par-
liamentary Donations, direétlyand indireétly, are made ufe
of for this purpofe—OQur linen, woollen, filk, cotton, glals
manufactures ; in a word, almoft every thing refpecting
manufaéture or hufbandry, receives fome encouragement.
What follows ? Every encouragement of this fort, will, by
the 10th Propofition, be carried to account againft our trade,
and will raife the amount of that countervailing duty which
Is meant to proteét the market of Britain againft the ad-
miffion of Irith manufaéture : Thus, all cur bounties, fo
neceflary to our weaknefs, muft be relinquithed, or will be-
come a burden on our export, and a barrier againft the egrefs
of our manufatures, to that market of Britain; which is
the only thing that is offered to Ireland, in exchange for the
market of the world. Is this juft or wife 7 Fut if this
countervailing . principle - were lefs exceptionable, on thefe
grounds, than it is, it would be fufficiently exceptionable,
from the impra&icability of it’s execution. Even where an
internal duty on manufailure is to be countervailed, there
would be a difliculty, becaufe there would often be a great
difference in the value and excellence of the manufadtures of
the reipective countries. In one of the fimpleft inftances that
can be ; fuppofe, a duty of a fhilling ona barrel of Britith malt,
to be countervailed as to Irith malt—a thilling on both would
be nominally equal, but really unequal ; becaufe the Irifh
malt is vaftly inferior in value. In manufatures of a more
complicated nature, the difparity would perpetually increafe,
and always againft Ireland ; the trade of which muft un-
coubtedly conlift, for the moft part, in lower and lefs ex-

cellent fabrics. Inftances might be mentioned, that would
. over-




(97 )

overthrow every fhadow of equality. But the matter would
be ftill worfe where the duty on a raw material is to be coun-
tervailed, on the import ofy the manufa&ture of fuch mate-
rial—for this would not be a fimple confideration of faét as
it were, like the other; but a matter of nice and intricate
fpeculation, concerning the operation of the duty on the
material, with refpect to the manufature throughout all it’s
ftages. How this could be brought to any fatisfactory folu-
- tion, between the two countries, [ cannot difcern. In one
inftance, it is faid, in the examination before the com-
mittee of the Britith Privy Council; that a duty of three
per cent, on the material, tho’ drawn back on the export of
the manufaéture, yet leaves a burden on the manufacture of
eight per cent.—The manufacturers of candles, in that ex-
amination, enumerate a number of minute circumitances,
to fhew what an high Protecting Duty they ought to have
agdinft the import of Irith candles ; which, at the fame
time, will (hew the grounds on which they would calculate
a countervailing duty on that fubje&; and how impoflible it
would be to fatisfy the two countries, in the execution of
that principle. The extreme difference in the rates and va-
luations of the two kingdoms, in many inftances, would be
a ground of endlefs altercation.—As to the equalization of
duties, we have had fome experiment that fhould teach us
the difficulty of it. As to fugars, in the firt fefion of
equalization, three different duties, at different periods of
it, were propofed, and carried as equal : All of them might
have been wrong, and only one of them could poffibly have
been right. Since that, the proportion of duty has been
altered again, and therefore, itis fair to fay, that they were
- all wrong—and of thisy there is no doubt, that, tho’ the
Right Hon. Member, who was one of the negociators of
this fytem, has been five years engaged in the (ubje&, the
fugar duties remain yet unequalized. With regard to iron,
what has happened ¢ A duty has been laid here on our iron
export, to make amends for the difparity of duty on the
imported material. Ireland, fays, that fhe has been de-
" frauded in this calculation, on’ this principle. Qur duty
was laid, as if Britain made ufe only of imported iron
which pays high duty—whereas, it is certain, thar, fhe
makes ufe of a great quantity of Britith iron not paying the
duty—it is faid, a third part of her confumption is domeftic
iron. - If fo, itis evident, that the Irith duty was taken at
a third too high, orat 33 per cent. difadvantage to our jron
export, Yet, what does Mr.(\)Nedgewood-fay? That Bri-
tain
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tain is defrauded in the bufinefs, and that Ireland Has evaded
the equalization. What hope can there be that the two
kingdoms fhould ever be agreed, on fuch a principle as this ?
Nothing that is fubtle and intricate, can ever be the founda-
tion of fettlement and concord. As te the fingle inftance,
laft mentioned, that of irony how is the difference of duty
on the raw material to be countervailed, througheut all the
ftages of that manufaéture, from an hob nail, to the fpring
of a watch ? If there is to be a different countervailing duty,
for each ftage, what end of it ? If an average is to be

ftruck, on what principle is the medium to be taken ? If

a fitisfalory duty to all fides could be found (which is hope-
Jefs) how long might it continue fatisfactory or equal P Itis
faid that a dilcovery has been juft made, by which, old and
caft iron can be rendered as fit for ufe as ever ; fo that Bri-

tain may have little or no occafion for imported iron. This

would at once make the equalizing duty abfurd. If Ireland

‘fhould find plenty of iron at home, that would alter the

ftate of the queftion another way. Every new material that
may be difcovered throughout the whole extent of the globe ;
every new quality of an old material ; great changes in the

‘political, as well, as difeoveries in the phyfical world, may

laugh to feorn the vanity of man, when he attempts to

give a fixed and unchangeable forni to things that God and
“nature have ordained to be fluCtuating. Anp incident has

happened, during the pendency of this fyftem, “which
proves its infufficiency.  Both natiens have been otliged fo
pafs, with precipitation, 4 Bill to prevent the exportation of
hay ; which, had this {yftem been adopledy they neither of
them could have done.  Here then, is one cale cceurring in

“a thort period (how many more may occur hereafter) which

was never foreleen either in the 104 the 11, the 16,
the 18, nor finally in the 2~ Propofitions— fory at different’
times, I think, thefe Propofitions, in their various [azes,
have aflumed thefe feveral numbers. As to the fourth Pro-
pofition, there is fuch an extravagant ablurdity, in faying,
that it does not interfere with your legiflative authority, that
if a majority in both houfes of the Bruith Parliament could
hold fuch a do&rine, it would be a demonftration, to all the
reft of the world, that we ought to reject the Propofition.
And why ? Becaufe, it would prove that in acale where the
rights of Ireland, and the power of Britain were in quef-
tion, the Britith Pariiament could not judge as they would
judge in any other cafe. In fuch a cae, it would prove,
that all ideas of equality, and all the common mcafures{ot
reafon
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reafon ceafed to operate. What would follow ? That, ia
making laws, impofing the fame reftraints, and conferring
the fame benefits, their original error would purfue their
proceedings. Indeed, a“priori, it is fufficiently evident,
that the ftate of the two kingdoms is fo different, that the
fame reftraints, and the fame benefits would wor be egual,
but, in many inftances, extremely wnequal; and, if i all
cafes, the inequality, as to Ireland, were to be as great, as
the impairment of our legiflature by the 4th Propofition,
is manifeft, a code of greater inequality would not be eafily
to be found. The point is too clear to be proved, exczpr by
an appeal to the confcious, and common underitandings of
men, in felf-evident interrogatories. If the condition con-
tained in the 4th Propofition, is of no efhicacy, why, is it
declared to be fundamental and indifpenfible ? Lf it leaves the
Irith Parliament as much at liberty as it has at prefent, is
it of any efficacy ! And if it does not, is it not animpair-
ment of its legiflation 7 Has the crown the fame legiflative
authority with the houfes of Parliament? Certainly not.
‘What is the difference ! The crown has not the originating
and deliberative power of legiflation.—It has only a final
negative: To this, the fourth Propolition would reduce the
Irilh Parliament as to external legiflation. Would this
make no difference # The Commons have an ampler
legiflation, as to money, than the Lords. Why? Becaufe
the Lords can neither originate vor alter. But the ne-
gative that would be left by the fourth Propofition to the
Irith Parliament, would not be the free negative of the
crown. The negative of the Irith Parliament would be
fthackled by compa& ;3 and could not be exercifed but un-
der the impeachment and danger of a violation of treaty.
A violation of treaty is allowed to be a juft caufe of war.
If the Britith Parliament declared that Ireland had been
guilty of a flagrant breach of treaty, the King of Britain
at their defire muft declare war with Ireland, and the King
of Ireland muft join him—If the two houfes of the Irith
Parliament declared that Britain had been guilty of a flagrant
breach of treaty and defired the King of Ireland to declaie
war with Britain; could he do fo? or would the King of
Britain join him ? certainly not. No; nor the army of
Treland neither ; nor that part of the Britith Navy that was
paid by Ireland. What legiflative authority has Irelaad,
here ; or what reciprocity ? ‘
Neither is external legiflation only invaded. Internal le-

gilation as to duties and regulations on import and on
02 export 3
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export ; and on articles foreign as well as colonial, is tren-
ched upon and mortgaged.  As 'to the liberty of trade,
the commerce of Africa, Afia, America, the Eaft and
the -Weft Indies, is laid under reftraint, or monopoly. I
will not follow the fyftem through its minor inequalities.
Thus far it was neceflary to go, and ftri€lly argumentative.
The twenty Britifh ‘Propofitions are on your table, fo alfo
is the Britith Bill founded on thofe Propofitions. It is evi-
dent, if the Irith Bill does not correfpond as to thofe points
that the Britith Parliament have declared to be indifpenfible,
that it is abfurd to proceed upon it. The Right Hon. Se-
cretary fays, that the Irith Bill is founded on the eleven Pro-
pofitions that left this Houfe. Were it fo, who is not
now fatisfied, that we ought to rejet it 7 But the claufe
?e has recited (after many times coming to it, and many
imes retiring from it) that claufe, I fay, embodying the
fourth Propofition (as well as evident references, to others
of the twenty Propolitions) fhews, that it is not fo. At
lealt it proves that it is not o, unlefs in the fame fenfe and
latitude, in which it has been faid, in the Britith Par-
liament, that the Britith Bill is founded, on thofe pretended
and mifcalled Irith Propofitions. The art, that has been
ufed, in changing perpetually, the number and arrange-
ment of the Propofitions; and again in fome variation of
arrangement and matter in the Britith Bill ; and a fill
greater variation, in both, in the Bill now offered, is evident.
It is meant to puzzle; but its confequence muft be, to
revolt and to repell. Were you lulled by this variation into
the reception of the Bill, the do&rine in its paffage
would be; that it was abfurd to receive, if you did not |
mean to proceed in it; and that it was abfurd to proceed, |
without acceding to the indifpenfible conditions. In a .‘
word what follows ! That we ought to put an end to the
bufinefs, and the fooner that we do it the better. The pub-
lick has been too long agitated already—The only good
that has relulted, is, that both nations, may fee, that
there is mothing in commerce about which they ought to
quarrel. Temper has been thewn on both fides, and I hope
it will remain. The importance of the fubje& demanded
free difcuflion, and that neither kingdom fhould feel refent-
ment, or chagrin, at the deliberation of the other. In pri-

vate and in publick, I have always faid fo, from the com-
¥ ' mence
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mencement of this queftion ; and, the event, hasconfirm-

~ «d me in that fentiment.}

Mr. Marcus Beresford.—At this late hour of the debate,
and after the able mammer in which the whole fyftem has
been ftated by my two Right Hon. Friends, it weuld be
idle in me, and trefpaffing on your patience, were I to
enter into a ftatement of the {yftem in general, but I truft
I fhall obtain an indulgent hearing when I confine myfelf
wholly to reply to the principal argument, which has tallen
from the oppofers of this fyftem. The Right Hon. Gentleman
on the fecond bench (Mr. Grattan), certainly challenges
my attention; firft, as his fpeech#was the moft able, and
conveyed in the moft brilliant language. The Right Hon.
Gentleman fet out with ftating the hiftory of the Free Trade
in 1779 ; he ftated that in 1779, weeobtained a Free Trade
to all the world, the Colonies of Great Britain excepted ;
to that I muft beg leave to add another exception, the
monopoly of the India trade was never furrendered.—
‘Taking the trade then, as ftated by the Right Hon. Mem-
ber, that it we give up the trade of the Britith Colonies,
we are at liberty to trade with all the reft of the world ; I
will afk the honourable Gentleman, will he ftate with what
part of the world we are likely to trade with equal advan-
tage as with the Britith Colonies ? or will he ftate that we
thall trade with any foreign Colonies at all ?—Does not the
Right Hon. Gentleman, and almoft every individual in this
houfe know, that the French, and almoft every other na-
tion of Europe who poffefied Colonies, retain their Colo-
nial trade for themfelves, and even fuppofing they fhould
admit us to the trade with their Colonies, will the Right
Hon. Member enfure us, that their terms will be better
than thofe offered by Great Britain. The Right Hon.
Gentleman ftated, that when we received the Colony
trade in 1780, we did not give up the right we had to
trade with foreign Colonies ; I will admit we did not ex-
prefsly, but it certainly was an implied part of the bar-

 + [Mr. Flood, in the courfe of his fpeech, took notice of a declaration
made on a former occafion by the Attorney General, who had faid, he ne-
ver would fupport any meafure detrimental to the interefts of Ireland.
Which declaration the Attorney General rofe and repeated, MTr, Flood
alfo faid, a Right Hon. Gentleman oppofite to him [the Chancellor of the
Exchequer] had voted againft a declaration of Rights; and before he fat
down, he teok notice of what Mr. Orde had faid relalive to Patents,
Copy-rights and ether minute particulars, ] +
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gain, for it is impoffible Great Britain can admit you
to the trade of her Weft Indian iflands, unlefs you conf{nc
your trade to her Colonies alone ; if then, we cannot have
both, which is it mot advantageous to poffefs? Will the
Right Hon. Gentleman ftate how we are to carry on trade
with foreign Colonies in time of war; does he imagine
Great Britain will aford us the protetion of her navy, to
carry on a trade fo prejudicial to her interefts.  'The Righe
Hon. Gentleman has ftated, that we are at liberty to fele@
what articles we chu'e to trade in with the Britith Colonies,
and equalize the duties on fuch articles only, as it is our
interelt to trade in.  Now if that fa& be true, that we can
make exceptions in one article, and equally true that we
cando it in many, fuppofe then, we equalize the duties on
one article only, what is the confequence; you might ex-
port the manufa&ures of Ireland to the Britifh Weft Indies,
without taking any of the produce of the iflands in return.
Is it probable that Great Britain could ever intend to com-
municate the trade of the Britifh Colonies to this country,
on terms fo di‘advantageous tothe Britifh merchant—fo much
for what has fallea from the Right Hon. Gentleman, with
regard to the trade with Britifh and foreign Colonies.

But before [ take lcave of that bench, I muft advert to what
has fallen from another Right Hon. Gentleman ; he ftated
with an air of triumph, that a noble Duke on the other fide
of the water, had not made ufe of expreflions attributed to
him in the publie prints; and how did he endeavour to
prove it? by fhewing, that leading men in Lord Northing-
ton’s adminiftration, had ftated in this, that a general
fyftem of commerce was to be fettled between Great Britain
and Ireland, and that it was impoffible for his Grace to ftate
in the Britith Houfe of Lords, that no further conceffions
were to be granted to Jreland, when his Minifters in this
Houfe ftated, that a great {yftem was in agitation But as
I was prefent at the dehate alluded to, I muft beg leave to
ftate that the noble Duke did fay, *f 1hat whatever might be
floating in the minds of individuals of that cabinet, be knew of
no determination of the cabin:t to mqke any further conceffions te
Jreland, and that if any had been determined on, he would
have implored to have himfelf faid at his Majefty’s fect,
to refign his officc, that he might not be made the inftru-
ment of fuch capita difgrace and capitnl ruin”. ‘The decla-
ration then of Lord Northington’s adminiftration, if not
authorized hy the Cabinet of Great Britain, was calculated

only to deceive this country, and I among others, was fool
enough
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enough to credit their affertions. An Honouratle and
lecarned Member has faid, that the attempt of my Right
Hon. and learned Friend to defend this fyftem, has con-
vinced him that 1t is indefenfible 3 if the attempt of my
Right Hon. Friend has convinced him that the fyftem 13
indefenfible, his attempt to anfwer him has proved his ar-
guments unan{werable ;—~he has drawn a paralel between
this country and America, and has afferted that the d.f-
memberment of America arofe from the pafling of laws
fimilar to thofe which are now under ¢onfideration in the
Britith Parliament, and has ftated the Tea A& as an cx-
ample. Sorry am 1 to hear this country conpared t6 Ame-
rica in this houfe, but the cafe is certainly differents ths
Parliament of Great Britain attempted to tax America with-
out her confent ; here Great Britain only fubmits to the
confideration of Ireland, if the will covenant ta ena2 by her
own Parliament laws, fimilar to thole ena&ed in Great
Britain, with regard to the Plantaticn trade and Naviga-
tion, if you will take the trade of Great Britain on the fame
terms which fhe enjoys it herfelf. Another Honourable
Member began with ttating, that the feulement of 1779,
was as permanent as any could be made between nation
and nation; and he at the fame time ftates, that the King’s
Speech at the opening of the feflion declares, that thofe
matters are now to be fettled, which were befere fettled,
that is to fay, thofe things are now to be finally fettled,
which were fo fet:led before 3 he ftates that we can at pre-
fent trade with the Cclonies, but if that trade is not per-
manent, what f{ecurity have we in the enjoyment of it.—
He has ftated in a humorous ftile of punning that we paid
England, to abclith the circulating trade thro’ Great Bri-
tain into Ireland 5 and that we are now again going to pay,
in order to eftablith ‘a circuitous trade thro’ Ireland into
Great Britain, endeavouring to confound the difference
between a circuitous trade thro’ Ireland to Great Britain,
_and vice verfo, as if we were ignorant that the former is as
advantageous, as the latter is difadvantageous; but I truft
I know what receptizn this ftyle of fpeaking may mecet in
this houfe.  He has faid that as the appointment of the re-
venue officers throughout the Colonies is vefted in the
government of Great Britain, the Irith merchant cannot
trade on equal terms with the Englifh ; to that I raply, that
it is not in the power of any revenue officers to injure the
fairtrade, and that a revenug officer is as liable to an a&ion
for any illegal a& under colour of his office, from an Irith, 2s

an
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an Englifh merchant. He talked much of the ftipulation to

pay for the navy of Great Britain, and he has faid the country
was proteéted during the war by the Volunteers; I admit it
was, and I can boaft the honour of having been inrolled
among Volunteers, at a time that others might come to their -
meetings with haughty triumph and infolent contempt to
afk was the country arrayed 2 But I muft beg leave to dif-
tinguifh between thofe Volunteers who defend the country
in time of war, and thofe who affume the name, and meet
in Congrefs and Conventions ; and here let me have fome
degree of title to be heard in anfwer to his argument about
the origination of Bills, for I have never been an advocate
for the originating of Bills out of this houfe, I have never
brought Bills from Conventions to this houfe, but have
ever ftood up for its privileges, and I truft ever fhall —
He has talked much of your voting a perpetual Money Bill,
is he then ignorant that the Hereditary Revenue is already
perpetual ¥ He has afked if you were to propofe to England
to adopt laws of your making ; would the acquiefce ?—No,
fhe would not ;—what thadow of pretence have you to make
laws for her Colonies *—And here let me obferve, the Ho-
nourable Member has foretimes ftated, that the 4th Pro-
pofition referred to your foreign trade, whereas it refers
only to your trade with the Britith Colonies and the navy
of Great Britain. 'The boon granted by Great Britain, is
the trade to the Weft Indies, which fhe only requires you
fhould take on the fame terms on which the Britifh merchant
enjoys it. How does Great Britain maintain thefe Colonies
and that trade fhe imparts to you by her navy ? And what 1s
the bulwark of that navy but the navigation a&s ? thefe fhe
requires you to adopt for the ftrength of the navy of the Em-
pire. It has been faid that we give up our difcretionary
power when we adopt this Propofition ; to that I reply, that
in all treaties between independent nations, you give up
part of your diferetion, and England furnifhes in this very
treaty, a moft ftriking example, when the binds herfelf to
give 2 continual preference to your linen manufa&ure. Tho’
Ruffia or Germany fhould hold out ever fuch advantageous
offers to induce her to admit their linens on equal terms ;
ftill the gives up her diferetion of acceding to thefe terms.
Every cafe in which Great Britain calls on vou to adopt laws
fimilar to thofe which fhe ena@s, is in favour of Ircland.
The Honourable Gentleman fays, that England is to be
the fole judge, if thefe laws confer equal benefits. If thefe

Propofitions are adopted, let me fee who will dare to put that
con~
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conftru&ion on them ? If any one fheuld, to ufe the phrafe of
the Hon. Member, I will not ceafeto hunt the Slave. I meant
to have followed the Hon. Gentleman thro’ other parts of
his Speech, but I muft take the liberty of ebferving, he has
beenfo extremely prolix, I cannot tollow him or his example.

The Chancellor of the Excheguer fayd, he could not
fit filent when he_heard a meafure in which he was
proud to have had a confiderable part, reprefented by
fo many gentlemen as injurious to the independence of the
Irith legiflature, and a ‘barter of the conftitution for com-
merce. He {hould think himf{elf, indced, unworthy of a
feat in that Houfe, orof the name of Irifthman, if he could
confent to barter an atom of the conftitution of his country
for all the commerce in the worid ; but he was fo fully fa-
tisfied the prefent meafure did not violate 1t; in the {malleft
degree, that he could not reprefs his furprife at its being
fuppofed to'do fo. When gentlemen faid, that it wviolated
the conftitution, they forgot that they had recorded a fimi-
lar violation of it in every feflion, fince the freedom of their
legiflation had been eftablifhed. His Right Hon. friend (the
Attorney General) had quoted the refolution of that Houfe
in 1799. He would now read a part of the ftatute of 1781,
made in' confequence of that refolution :

“ And whereas fuch part of the trade between this kingdom and the Bri-
‘tifh Colonies in’ America, the Welt Indies, and Britifh Settlements on the
coaft of 'Africa, aswas not enjoyed by this kingdom, previous to the laft
feflion of Parliament, can be enjoyed and have continuance fo long, and
in fuch cafe;only, as goods to-bedimported from the faid Colonies, Plan-
tations, or Séttlements into this kingdom, or to be exported from this
kingdom to the faid Colonies, Plantations or Settlements fhall be liable
to equal duties and drawbacks, and be fubjeét to the fame fecurities, re-
gulations and ‘reﬁri&ions as the like goods are liable and fubje to, up.
on being imported from the faid Colonies, Plantations or Settlements into
Great Britain, or exported from thence to fuch Colonies, Plantations or

Settlements refpedtively ; be it enated by the authority aforefaid, for the
advancement of the faid trade, that duties, drawbacks, prohibitions, &c.
be granted, &c.”""

This ftatute paffed at a timewhen the fpirit of the nation
was as highas ever it had been, and her jealoufy of the con-
ftitution as gﬁT’éaﬁ and has been repeated every feflion fince.
Now, Sir, thé condition as to regulating trade is as exprefs
in this ftatute as in the prefent bill. [Mr Graftan inter-
rupting, defired toknow what trade ?*]1—97 be Chancellor proceed-
ed, th ﬁ’l,a'ntation trade—the very trade now 1n agitation ;

“and_if accepting trade on conditions would deftroy the
conftitution, our conftitution has been long fince dcﬁrocyi-
cd,
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ed, even in the very year of its emancipation. But the
Right Hon. Gentleman acknowledges the condition which
he inveighs againft as being moft dangerous now, to be fi-
milar to that one which he then and ever fince has deemed
fo innocent. He only dwells on its extending to foreign
trade, that is, to foreign colonies, as if the greater or lefs
extent could change its conftitutional or uncenftitutional
nature ; but will Gentlemen confider the matter, ftripped
of all oratory and declamation ? Great Britain has co-
lonies, fhe offers full communication of her trade to
Ireland, on condition of Ireland trading on the fame terms
as' fhe does herfelf ; one of thofe terms is equal duties and
regulations, which the gentlemen admit to be fair and harm-
lefs, for we have complied with it in part thefe two {effions ;
another of the terms is the giving a like prote&ion, as
Great Britain gives to their produce againft the produce
of foreign colonies. This too 1s: fair, but it deftroys our
conftitution—what pitiful reafoning ! It does not deftroy
us to receive a monopoly of their confumption ; but to
give them a monopoly of our confumption, annihilates
our independence. No man of common fenfe can hefitate
that it is fair we fhould" receive the trade on the fame
terms as Britain. ‘The Colonies are hers—fhe has a right
to annex thofe terms. The trade with them is a gift from
her, and the gift is conditional ; fhe offers to take us into
partnerfhip in their trade ; fhe, an old eftablifhed country,
raifed by commerce alone to an height above any other Eu-
ropean power, invites us to partake of the means that
raifed her to wealth and greatnefs, to a full and equal fhare
in that trade which coft her millions to obtain and will
coft her millions to preferve ; and this fhe does without de-
firing any thing towards that coft, or for their maintenance,
or any return, fave a fmall fhare of what may arife from
our profits in that new partnerfhip. But when gentlemen
argue on bad ground, even their own arguments often make
againft them, and an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Flood) at
the fame time that he exerts all his eloquence to perfuade us
that the confining ourfelves to the Britifh Colonies or ac-
cepting the trade on fuch conditions is injurious to the
conftitution, not only admits but contends, that we have
done it already, and that we have done it onthe folemn
faith of compa&. Hear his reafoning ; he fays, that the
tranfa&ion of 1780 was a compa&, and not a gift, and

he fays it was a compa&, becaufe we gave a confideration ;
three
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three confiderations, each of more value than the gift ; we
gave monopoly for monopoly, that is, in ether words, we
agreed to prohibit the goods of other colonies, the very thing
that is now held up as a furrender of legiflature, and the
fa& is, we did, and ftill do prohibit, by heavy duties, the
fame as Britain pays, all foreign colony produce. In theo-
ry, therefore, we have agreed to what he now fays cannot
be agreed to without ruin, and in pra&ice we have a&ually
done the very thing without injury,. if not with benefit to
our trade.  His other confiderations are curious ; we gave
revenue, that is, we received liberty to import an article,
fugars, that would bear a confiderable revenue, which we
mutft have otherwife impofed, elfewhere, and thus he ftrange-
ly conftrues the accepting the means of a revenue into giv-
ing one. His third confideration is ftill more wonderfull ;
we gave loyalty. Good Heavens! in an Irith Houfe of
Commons does he fay that we gave our duty to our Prince
as a partner for a grant of trade ?

Mr. Flood interrupted to fay, that he had quoted the Re-
folution of the Britifh Parliament, when he ftated, that the
loyalty of Ireland was deemed a confideration.

The Chancellor of the Excheguer refumed. To fuch
wretched fhifts are gentlemen driven, who attempt to
fupport ‘what is not fupportable, and would vainly en-
deavour to perfuade you that this meafure trenches on the
independence of our {;giﬂaturc; you need not adopt any
laws that Great Britain may pafs for the regulation of com-
merce ; if you do not approve them, you may reje@ them
whenever you think proper ; you do but reje& the benefit of
the condition, and return to the fituation in which you now
are ; but the fame Member has proved moft ftrongly the ne-
ceffity of introducing the Bill, for when fuch abilitiesashiscan
totally mifconceive its tendency, it ought to be introduced,
in order to be fully underftood.” He has obferved largely on
each Propofition, and nothing was ever fo miftated, mifre-

refented and mifunderftood, as every part of them has
Eccn by him. It would be ablurd to follow him through all
his errors, many of them the moft ignorant child would be
afhamed to advance; but I will point out a few, not per-
haps fo obvious without examination.

Let me firft take notice of his having alluded to me, and
faid, that I voted againft a declaration of Rights. I deny
it ; I declared my opinion of the independence of our le-
giflature from this very feat, early in the debate on that day ;
but did be vote for it ? He did not, and I repeat the Hon.-
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Gentleman did not vote for it, but lamenteéd that the fubs
je@ had been brought in that day. A
" My. Flod—I appealto the Houle, whether I did not en-
ter into a long declarationon the fubje&t.—Here the Speaker-
interfered to order. | f \

The Chancellor—1 fhall leave this fubjed as 2 leflon to
the Hon. Gentleman, mever for the future to charge falts™
that are unfounded. 1 fhall now proceed to'the Hon. Gen-
tleman’s obfervations. He fays * mark sthe eunning with
¢¢ which the refolutions are drawn, to the injury of Ireland ;
«¢ there is no new prohibition to be allowed on the import
«¢ from one country to anather.” "This is certainly a great
evil, efpecially if we confider that the Exportation of Irith
produé@s to England amountsto TWO MILLIONS and an
HALF annually—and the Exportation of Britifh produéts to
Ireland amount but to ONE MILLION, fo it is injurlous to
a country which may by prohibitions lofe two millions and
an half, to ftipulate againft probibitions, and the country
that fends more than fhe takes, is not wife in guarding a-
gainft mutual prohibition ! |

Another difcovery the Hon. Gentleman has made 1s that
countervailing dutiesare unfair—why? Becaufe the Brewery
of Ireland will thereby be effe&ually proteéted. The Hon.
Gentleman complainsof the report of the Englith Privy Coun-
cil, who fay thatto put Ireland and England on a footing of ex-
a& reciprocity as to linen, Ireland ought to give a bounty
on the exportation of Englifh Linens, becaufe England gives
a bounty on the exportation of Irith Linens. Can any
thing be more juft ? Yet England makes no {uch a demand,
but is ready by this adjuftment to give additional fecurity to
our Linen trade for ever. 1f indeed the adjuftment were to
take away the benefit from Jreland, it would be a good
caufe for rejeéting it ; but as it for ever confirms all the
advantages we derive from our Linen trade, and binds Eng-
land from making any law that can be injuriousto-it ; fure-
ly Gentlemen who regard that trade, and whofe fortunes
and rent depend on its profperity, will not entertain a mo-
sent’s doubt about embracing the offer.

Anotherof his curious obje&ions is, that-as we have not
a navy of our own, and if we affift the navy of the empire,
England will turn that navy to her own ambitious purpofes.
To what -ambitious purpofes ? To the prote&ion of that
commerce and of thofe colonies which are now to become
ours.—In the moment that fhe gives up her monopoly of
colonies, fhe is accufed of ambitious purpofes, for her fe-
paratc aggrandizement. et e
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The Hon. Gentleman complains, that the Bill mow be-
fore the Englith Parliament makes it neceffary that every
roper and authentic document to prevent fmuggling fhould
Ec fent by the revenue officers of this country with any fo-,
reign or plantation goods fent from hence to England, but
that the fame precaution is not taken with regard to the
fame kind of goods fent from England to Ireland. | This 1s
the {trongeft argument for waiting the introduétion of the
Irifh Bill ; it {peaks the confcioulnefs of the Englifh Par-
liament, that they could not prefcribe to ocur revenue offi-
cers what decuments fhould be fatisfactory to them on re-
ceiving goods from England, but th t the Irifh Parliament
alone in their own Bill could determine that matter. It
fhews the Hon. Gentleman to be totally ignorant of what ei-
ther 1s or ought to be the fubftance of the Bill.

The Hon. Gentleman talks of bounties, and fays, by a-
bolithing bounties we fhall no longer be able to bring corn
to this city ; our inland corn bounties, he fays, are to be
turned into Proteéting Duties for England. A ftrange con-
ception! But why has he fixed on corn and flour? If he
had read the Refolution on which he is arguing, he would
have feen that corn and flour are every where exempted.

Another argument of the Hon. Gentleman 1s, that the
declaring that neither country hereafter can lay any new
prohibition on native produéions, implies cunningly that

~ it may on foreign. What an argument! when the very

ficft principles of the fyftem is, that a mutual interchange
of foreign commodities is for ever to take place between the
two kingdoms, and one even of the Twenty Propofitions
declares it in precife terms—But, the Hon. Gentleman talks
of prohibitions on exports, &c.; Would the Hon. Gen-
tleman wifh to leave it in the power of either nation to pro-
hibit their native commodities from being exported to the
other ? would he wifh to leave it in the power of England
to prohibit the exportation of coals, falt, iron, bark, hops,
and many other articles, or to raife arevenue on thefe
articles whenexported hither.

The Hon. Gentleman talks particularly of wool. I ad-
mit if you balance wool againft wool, that his argument is
right ; but the juft way is to balance the whole of the ex-
ports ;— England engages never to prohibit the export of ar-
ticles which are neceffary almoft to our exiftence, and we
engage not to prohibit the export of articles which bring us
n 500,000l. 2 year. We are to engage mot to prohibit the

~ export
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export of Woollen and Linen Yarn, which we have ex-
ported for a whole century, and without keeping a market
tor the redundancy of which by export, we could not enfure
plenty for our own manufa&urers. :

‘The Gentleman too totally miftates the cafe of patents
and copy-rights.  Britifh patents and copy-rights are pro-
teted in Britain by prohibition againft import. The Re-
folutions fay to us, ““prote& your’s in like manner” ; a mea-
fure never yet adopted here, which muft promote genius,
printing, and invention in Ireland.

[ am afhamed, Sir, of taking up fo much of your time
on a fubje& which might be fo eafily underftood by the
loweft capacity ; I fhall therefore quit the Hon. Gentleman
and come to the queftion of conftitution, which I do not
at all think involved in this fubje&. If Great Britain grants
us a full partnerfhip in all her trade in all her colonies, if
fhe admits us to a full participation in the benefits of her
Navigation laws, by which fhe has raifed herfelf to be the
greateft commercia( ower in the world ; if the does not
call upon us to contribute to the expence of the partnerfhip,
but merely to receive our thare of the profits, and fays, we
may continue in that partnerfhip only fo long as we chufe,
can any man fay, the conditions of it amount to a furrender
of our legiflature ? furely not, it is idle fpeculation. Let us
then look at the fubje&, free from all imaginary dread for
the conflitution.

Britain imports annually from us 2,560,000l of our pro-
du&s, all, or very nearly all, duty free, and covenants ne-
ver to lay a duty on them. We import about 1,000,00 I
of hers, and raife a revenue on almoft every article of it,
and referve the power of continuing that revenue. She ex-
ports to us falt for our fitheries and provifions ; hops which
we cannot grow ; coals which we cannot raife ; tin which
we have not, and bark which we cannot get elfewhere, and
all thefe without referving any duty, or a power to impofe
any on them ; tho’ her own fubjeéts pay 2, 3, or 4s. 2
chaldron for her own coals, fent coaftways, and in London
7s. We onthe contrary charge a duty for our own ufe here
cn almoft every article we fend toher. So much for exports ;
now as to bounties, fhe almoft ruined our manufaéure of
fail-cloth, by bounties on export of her own to Ireland. In
1750, or thereabouts, when her bounty commenced, we
exported more than we imported, and in 1784 we exported

none and imported 180,0c0 yards ; fhe now withdragvs that
ounty.
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bounty. And let me digrefs here a little on fail-cloth,
which although gentlemen affe& to defpife when mentioned,
will I truft be an immediate fource of wealth by this adjuft-
ment. For1. This bounty is to be removed. 2. The export
of Sail-c|oth to the Indies is to be allowed, and Great Britain
exported there, in 1782, about 200,000 ells. 3- Thereisa
Britith law, obliging every Britith and colony fthip to have
its firft fuits of Britifh fail-cloth. Irifh now is to be deemed
Britith. 4. ' There is a preference of 2d. an el given by
Britifh law to Britifh fail-cloth, over foreign, for the Britifh
navy. Irifh is now to have the fame preference. g, ‘The
furplus of the hereditary revenue is to be applied in the firft
place to the purchafe of Irith fail-cloth. All thefe give a
glorious profpe& for that valuable manufaéture—But to re-
turn, were a man to look for the country moft advantageous
to fettle manufaéure in, what would be his choice ? One
where labour and provifions are cheap, that is Ireland ; and
what would he next look for ?—why to have a rich, extend-
ed and fteady market near him, which England, ftretched
along-fide affords, and to eftablith that market for this
country, is one great obje@ of this fyftem. Gentlemen
undervalue the redu&ion of Britifh duties on our manufac-
tures ; I agree with them it may met operate foon, but we
are to look forwaid in a final fettlement, and it is impoffible
but that in time, with as good climate, equal natural pows
ers, cheaper food, and fewer taxes, we muft be able to fell
tothem. When commercial Jealoufy fhall be banifhed b

final fettlement, and trade take its natural and fteady courfe,
the kingdoms will ceafe to look to rivalfhip, each will make

bountiss, jealoufies or legiflative j
ral and bcn?ﬁci_al ‘courfe, this fyftem will attain its real ob-
Je&, confolidating the ftrength of the remaining parts of the

empire, by encouraging the communications of their market

among themfelves, with preference to every part againft all
ftrangers.

I nced not mention the Navigation-a&, the proper bene-
fits of which we have {o long looked for 3 I will only obferve,
that Great Britain could neyer agree to receive the Britifh

Colonies’ goods from us, unlefs we prohibited the goods of

foreign Colonies as fhe does, Which is a powerful argument

for that part of the fyftem againft the conftitutional phrenzy
that
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that threatens it. Lt ws alfo obférve, that now, forthe firlt
time, Great Britain offers us a right for ever in all prefent
and futare Colonies, without any refervation of power, to
call on us either to procure, {fupport, or preferve them ; Jfbe
maintains them, we fhare all the profits; and, mot only
their goods, but all goods of Irifh produce, are to pafs
through Britain dury gce. Can foreign nations, after this
is fettled, make diftin&tion between Britith and Irith goods ?
Our manufadtures will be united as our interefts, and we
fhall laugh at Portugal folly.

I could ran out for hours into the tany benefits of this -
fyftem 5 but I have tired the Houfe too long, let me only
implore you not to.rejeét this meafure, for ill-founded, vi-
fionary objeétions, or to facrifice realities to fhadows. If
this infatnated country gives up the prefent offer, fhe may
losk for it again in vain§ things cannot remain as they
are s commercial jealoufy s rouzed, it will increafe with
two independent legiflatures, if they don’t mutually declare
the principles whereby their powers thall be {eparately em-
ployed,: in dire@ling the common concerns of trade 3 and
withoat an united intereft of commerce, in a commercial
empire,. political union will receive many fhocks, and fe-
paration of interefts muft threaten feparation of connexion,
which-every honett Itithman muft fhudder ever to look at as
a pofiible event. : : : ‘

[ will only add, that if this meafure be refufed, Treland
will réceive miore folid injury than from any other evil that
ever betel her; itisin var for Gentlemen to think we can

o on as we have done for féme years—or to expe&t to cope
with England ina deftruétive war of bounties—our fituation
muft every day becomie ‘more difficult, ‘and it is Tmpoffible
to farefee all the ruipous confequences that ‘may enfue.

Mr. Pale profefled himfelf anxious for an opportunity. of
declaring his fentiments, in delivering which, whatever good
opinion he might entertain of Government, he faid, he would
not {uffer it to bias him, becaufe ‘the queftion before them
was'a queftion in which all their deareft mterefts were in-
volved, and no recompence government could make, could
compenfate for his vote, if his heart did not confent to it.
The fpeeches they had heard from the 'gcnth:'men'who were
the great leaders of 'Oppofition, convinced him, that they
oppofed the motion upon principle, and thought it impoffi-
ble that Great Britain and Ireland fhould agree upon the
propofed terms of fettlemient « nay, they ‘even feemed ‘tﬂ?
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wifh that they fhould not. He had not the vanity to think
he poffefled the abilities of the Right Hon. gentleman on the
bench near him [Mr. Grattan ;] but to his plain underftand-
ing, what had fallen from him in argument, appeared to
go in direét feparation of that country from Great Britain.

- Mr. Grattan here interrupted Mr. Pole, to declare, that
the honourable gentleman was not warranted to draw any
fuch inference. He had great confidence in the honoura-
ble gentleman’s integrity of heart, and he had no douht
but he thought what he faid ; the Houfe, however, would
judge whether he had made a fair deduétion from his argu-
ment. What he had faid was, that if it came to the quef-
tion, whether the Empire or the Conftitution was to be
facrificed ? he, as an Irithman, muft anfwer, ¢ Perith the
Empire, live the Conftitution !”—he would fay more : the
principle of the Bill held out impoffible conditions, whence
it became neceffary to afk, would they go back to their
former f{ituation, or would they maintain their indepen-
dence ? %

Mr. Fole returned his thanks to the Right Hon. gentleman
for having interrupted him, as it gave him an opportunity
of fetting him right, as to the part of his fpeech to
which he had meant to allude j the paffage he had in-
tended to refer to, was that in which the Right Hon.
gentleman had faid, what Ireland had gained from Great
Britain was the acquifition of war, and had intimated, that
the country might have recourfe to foreign Colonies.

Mr. Grattan rofe again to fay, that he was fo accuftom-
ed to hear in that Houfe what was not ftrictly regular, that
he had no objeétion to the honourable gentleman’s making
what ufe or advantage he thought fit of any expreffion that
had fallen from him. He had certainly faid, that ¢ by the
propofed Bill, Ireland was called upon to confent to a re-
vocation in the time of peace of the acquifition of war.”
Thofe were his words, and he claimed them.

Mr. Pole caught at Mr. Grattan’s laft expreflion, and
faid, as the Right Hon. gentleman claims his words, it muft
be admitted that he had been right. Had not that been the
cafe, he waﬂd?vc appealed to the Chair, whether the free-
dom of debate did not allow every gentleman to ftate, what
ftruck him ds the conftru@ion of words that had fallen in
the courfe of difcuffion. He would maintain it, therefore,
that the honourable gentleman’s fpeech tended to fepara-
tiq‘g‘f-‘iﬂd he begged leave to obferve, that, he was not
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one of thofe who was apt to fay in that Houfe what he
would not fay out of it, as it was his conftant rule, never
to advance in public, what he was not equally ready to
advance and mainiain in private. The {peeches of the
two great leaders of Oppofition appeared to him to breathe
a with for a feparation between the two coumtries. For
his part, as to the Bill, he was neither afraid nor athamed
to fay, he heartily approved of it. He did fompen princi-
ple, being perfuaded that it was a good Billyfor Ireland ;
and, if any thing could help to convince him that it was fo,
the very able reply made by his Right Hon. friend [the
Chanceller of the Exchequer] to one of the wildeft, moft
inconfiftent, and, if he might be permitted to fay fo, moft
ignorant {peeches ever uttered by a man of abilities, would
have had that effe&. Mor. Pole repeated, that he would
not fupport the Bill, could he not do fo confiftently with
his good withes for Ireland. He believed, there were many
gentlemen who would vote for it from the fame motives,
as he was not only perfuaded they were men who aéted upon
principle, but men, who had fo much chara&er to lofe,
and fo confiderable a ftake in the country, that nothing in
the power of government could compenfate to them for
their vote, were the Bill deferving of the imputations caft
upon it by the gentlemen who oppofed the motion. He
hoped, therefore, and had little doubt that he fhould have
the fatisfa&ion of feeing it carried by a very confiderable
majority.

Mr. Kearney {aid, that nothing would have induced him;
at fo very unfeafonable an hour, to have troubled the Houfe,
but the dread he was under that he fhould never again have
an opportunity of fubmitting his thoughts to a free indepen-
dent Parliament, if the Bill which was moved to be brought
in fhould pafs ; for the queftion is clearly this, whether the
Houfe will this night give leave to bring in a Bill for trans-
ferring, as far as Par%iament can do 1t, the conftitutional
and commercial rights of this independent kingdom, (which
have been recently recovered by the virtue and the {pirit of
the people ot Ireland) to the legiflature of another country,
which, untill very lately, laid the trade of Ireland under
¢he moft oppreflive reftriGtions. It was thefe reftriétions
which caufed what has been fo much infifted on by the fup-
porters of the Bill, the fuperior advantages which the trade of
Great Britain was to us, above that of all other countries.
in cther words, we were not fuffered to fend any of our

manufaQures;
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manufa&ures, except linen, to any other country, and
therefore we benefited more by that trade which we were
permitted to carry on, than by thofe which we were not.
I cannot think that there is the leaft danger of this king-
dom’s ever forming a clofe conne&ion with any other, ex-
cept her fifter kingdom, for it ean moft affuredly never be
her intereft. Let us, faid he, for a moment confider the
advantage which we are this night told we are to derive un-
der this Bill :—the admiflion of our linens duty free into
Great Britain, and rock-falt, and coal from thence duty free.
I will acknowledge that the firft has been of very great ad-
vantage to Ireland, but I muft obferve that the Englith have
likewife greatly benefited by this trade, for what has ena-
bled us to pay for the immenfe quantities of their various
manufa&ures, which we conftantly take, but the produce
of lipens. We are told that we ought to'be much obliged
to Great Britain for taking off our hands the redundancy of
the raw material of our principle manufa&ure. I cannot
look upon it in this light, for I am convinced that there
cannot be produced any inftance in the hiftory of the com-
mercial world of any country giving a preference of trade
to another country, from any other motive than a regard
to her own fuppofed intereft. The idea of her a&ing un-
der the influence of any other caufe, is to the laft degree
abfurd. Notwithftanding all the advantages we derived from
our trade with Great Britain, were we net f{ix years ago
very nearly a bankrupt nation ? He then made fome remarks
on the prefent policy of the different commercial nations
_of"Europe, who are noew wifely endeavouring to fupply
themfelves withthe different manufa&ures which they have
hitherto got from Great Britain, and for that purpofe have
prohibited Britith manufaétures, or laid heavy duties on
them. What, faid he, muft the confequence of that be ?
That thofe Britifh manufa&ures who have been employed
in working for foreign markets, will turn their hands to
that manufa&ure for which they have a demand at home,
and which we have hitherto in fome degree {upplied them
with. As to ‘coals, faid he, our getting them duty free
from Great Britain has produced two confequences not very
beneficial to this kingdom.—It has prevented our working
our own collieries, and it has caufed us to carry on all our
manufa&ures, except the linen, in the large fea-port towns,
the moft improper places for them, inftead of eftablithing
them necar the coal mines, as they have done in £ngland:
Q4 befides,
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befides, faid he, Great Britain fuffers her coal to be export-
ed to Holland, fubject to fome fmall duty. With refpeé&t
to rock-falt, without which it was faid that our fifheries
could not flourifh, that was a miftake, for we might get
French, Spanith, or Portugal falt. He concluded with
making fome pertinent obferyations on the folly of pre-
tending to make permanent regulations for the commerce
of two nations, whofe commerce muft, from the nature of
trade, change fo much, that what may be theught a wife
and prudent regulation at prefent, may be the very con-
trary in the courfe of a few years.

Mr. Conyngham lamented the manner in which the quef-
tion had been difcufled ;- he thought that every man who had
the intereft of Ireland at heart fhould have endeavoured to
promote harmony and cordiality between the two nations,
inftead of which it had been treated as if the Propofitions had
been made by a country inimical to Ireland. He was pe-
culiarly concerned that his right honourable friend, who he
was convinced had the good of this country fincerely at
heart, t{hould have been led on to found the alarm, as if
an attermpt was made toinvade the conftitutional rights of
this kingdom, and that at a time when the fiffer kingdom
took every opportunity of declaring her determination to re-
Ipeét, equally with her.own, the independence of Ireland.
Old caufes of complaint were brought forward, inftead of
adverting to the repeated acts and declarations of Great
Britain fince the year 1780. He declared he could not fee
any reafon why a conftitutional queftion fhould be involv-
ed in this commercial treaty. God forbid that he fhould
join in any aé to violate that conftitution which we had
obtained by the fpirit, firmnefs, and wifdom of the Parlia-
ment and people, roufed by the exertions and abilities of
the man who had exhibited the latter with fuch fplendour
in the prefent debate. But after preferving the conftitution,
the greateft blefling that could happen to this country would
be a final fettlement of commerce with Great Britain, upon
permanent and equitable principles. How was this to be
effeCted if fimilar laws were not adopted; and now, at a
time when Great Britain is negotiating commercial treaties
with all the reft of the world, you create an impoflibility of
forming any treaty with this kingdom, from an ill-founded
jealoufy. If laws are fimilar, muft not the wording be the
fame? And muft not they hbe propounded in one Parlia-

ment bﬁ'{Ol'C thty are adOP[‘cd by the Ol'hCl', as you have no
: Ambafladors,

,i
PR ST SO POV RS g S TS it AT



( g 3

Ambafladors, like other nations? But there is nothing
propofed to be done in the prefent Bill different from what
you have done in all the Bills fince 1750, declaring that a
fimilarity of laws, manners and cultoms muft ftrengthen
the affe@ion that ought to fubfift between the two nations?
It appears to me, that you require from the Englith Parha-
ment, that which you are fo jealous of being thought to
fubmit to your{elves the regiftering the Eleven Propofitions
fent from hence. Surely Great Britain has a right to ob-
je&, to add, and to make her own Propofitions. But I
do not fee but that the bill is grounded upon the lrifh Pro-
pofitions, with explanations on the part of Great Britain,
only that the exception to the feventh claufe, relative to
Prohibitions not reciprocal, is omitted, which in my opi-
nion is very favourable for Ireland. For it is @ matter much
contefted in Great Britain, whether it is wife to. prohibit
entirely the exportation of wool.—Now, though wool and
woollen yarn would by the prefent Bill be always allowed to
be exported, yet the Irith manufa&urer would always have
the Irifh yarn upon better terms than the Englifh manu-
faGurer. The latter however has other markets to procure
that material, whereas the articles that you fecure for
ever to yourfelves, free from future prohibitions, arc cf-
{ential to your manufa&ures—coals, rock-falt, bark, tin,
hops, &c. many of them not to be ebtained but in Great
Britain.

As to the obje&ion about the Eaft India trade, there is
little likelihood that this country can fucceed better in thar
fpeculation than fo many ether nations that have made the
attempt ; the Irifh have the power of enjoying it equally
with Britith fubje&s, and our pride need not be hurt at
furrendering this right by treaty to a company, if we ger
other advantages in return, when the fame furrender was
made by the Emperor, who by the treaty of Vienna cn-
gaged to abolifh the'Oftend company. Let us not then by
an ill-grounded jealouly lofe the opportunity of making an
indiffoluble union with our fifter kingdom, of ftrengthen-
ing by a folid cement the remains of the empire, and re-
ftoring it tovits former fplendour, wealth and dignity.

Mr. Mbiyneuxe made a fhort fpeech in favour of the Bill,
declaring himfelf as independent as anv man in that Houfe,
and that he approved of the {yftem becauf¢ he thought it
would be beneficial to Ireland.

L e
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Mr. Ogilvie faid, that as all the arguments brought to
juftify the claufes in the Bill, founded on the 4th, sth,
&c. Refolutions of the Britith Parliament, were drawn
from the famous a& of 1780, paffed in confequence of the
Britith A&, of the 20th George III. ¢. 10.known by the title
of the a&t of free trade: He begged the Houfe would honour
him with their attention, while he fhould endeavour to
fhew them, that the above a& had been'miftated, for he
could not fuppofe intentionally mifreprefented, by a right
honourable and learned gentlemen, (the Attorney General)
whofe authority, he imagined, had mifled all thofe who
had repeated his argument.—He {uppofed, that the Right
Hon. gentleman was aware, that the Bill introduced by
the Minifter in England for a final fettlement, clathed
with the aé&t of 1780, and could net be pafled into a law,
while the other continued in force, and that he had of
confequence feen the neceflity of reprefenting this aét, as
a favour granted by Great Britain, held at ber difcretion, and
recallable at ber pleafure.—He moft readily admitted, that
the a&t had been a conceflion from Great Britain; but
he pofitively denied, that it was revokeable at her pleafure :
And the Right Hon. gentleman could not know the a&,
if he really thought fos for it was therein exprefsly enacted,
¢ That the importation and exportation, allowed by this
“ a&, fhall commence, and /ball have continuance fo long,
““ and in fuch refpeftive cafes only, as the goods or any of
¢ them, &c. fhall be liable by fome aét or aéts of Parlia-
¢ ment, to be made in the kingdom of Ireland, to equal
“¢ duties and drawbacks, and fhall be made fubje& to the
¢ fame fecurities, regulations, and reftri&ions, as the like
¢« goods, &ec. exported from, or imported into Great
¢¢ Britain, from the Britith Colonies in the Weft Indies,
¢ America and Africa.” ‘Thefe, he faid, were the words
of the a&, which he then held in his hand, by which the
duration of the a& was put for ever out of the power of
Great Britain, and made to depend entirely on tl.]c future
a&ts of Ireland. Great Britain could not, at any time, nor
under any circumftances, recall or annull the a&t ; but
Ireland might forego the advantages granted by the ad&,
by not performing the conditions annexed to the grant ; al-
though eyen here eare had been taken, that fhe might relin-
quifh the advantage in any one particular inftance, with-
out forfeiting the general right. The Right Hon. gentle-

man’s argument, therefore, to induce the Houfe to acccll:t
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the prefent Bill, as giving them a permanent Right to a
favour which was held now by an a& voidable at the plea-
fure of Great Britain, not only fell entirely to the ground,
as being utterly unfounded ; but unfortunately it contra-
diéted what had been argued by the Right Hon. gentle=
man near him, [Mr. Orde] who had recommended the
prefent Bill as a matter of experiment; that might be done
away at any time by Great Britain, or Ireland. He was
ready however to agree with another Right Hon. gentleman,
[Mr. Fofter] who had argued that the principle of the prefent
Bill, was the fame as the principle of the 20th Geo. III. ¢.
10. This he admitted, but that Right Hon. gentleman when
he urged this fimilarity as an argument for the prefent Bill,
muft have forgot, that it was expre/ily provided by that aét,
that the principle thould not be extended to any part of the
trade carried on or enjoyed by Ireland previous to that a& ;
and that the conditions therein ftipulated, were exprefsly li-
mitted to the importation and exportation granted under
that a&. Whether this provifo was infifted on by Ireland,
or was matter of conceflion as the other parts of the a& ;
it did the higheft honour to the liberality and juftice of
Great Britain, who gave freely, without taking advantage
of the gratitude of Ireland, to impofe any reftraint on the
trade fhe enjoyed exclufive of that grant. This provifo
now f{tood the Magna Charta of Irifh trade, and formed an
infuperable obftacle to any attempt to reftrain it beyond
the limits prefcribed by that a& ; but the Britifh Bill now
on their table, that had been introduced by the Minifter in
England, declared it, ‘in contradi&ion to this provifo,”
effential and indifpenfibly neceflary to the prefent fettlement,
that Ireland fhould not only impofe the fame duties, regula-
tions and reftrictions as_Great Britain, on the exportation
and importation, granted by the a& of 1780, but fhould
fubmit to the fame terms on the exportation and importa-
tion, which had been exprefsly exempted from thefe condi-
tions by the provifo of the a&; nay, the prefent Bill
went f{till further, and demanded, that Ireland fhould
fubjeét to the conditions of the a& of 1780, her trade with
foreign Colonies generally and univerfally, which every
man muft allow was a demand perfe@ly new. [Here
fomebody on the Treafury Bench calling out ne, #o, that
rum was excepted.] Mr. Ogilvie faid, he thanked the
gentleman for anticipating what he was going to fay, for
that the exception ftrengthened his argument, as it was a

: partial
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partial exeception of rum imported from the Weft Indies 3
but American rum was fubjected to the Britifh duty,“in
dire@ contradi@ion to the provifo of the a& of 1780.
Nor was this all, for by the Minifter’s Bill drcland'was to
bind herfelf, not only to lay the fame dutics as Great
Britain, on rum, pelry, train oil, and whalé fins, import-
ed from the States of America but alfo to probibit the impor-
tation of thofe articles whenever Great Britain fhould prohi-
bit them ; which power of prohibition was bythe Bill ge-
nerally extended over every part of the Colony trade, Bri-
tith and foreign : A requifition fo entirely new, that Great
Britain had not made it even at the moment of granting
the free trade with the Colonies 5 for the only power of
prohibition afked at that time had been of the trade with
the Britith Colonies or Plantations in America, then in
actuval rebellion.  He thought, however, that the Parliament
of Great Britain could not be fairly accufed of a breach of
faith in what they had hitherto done, as the Bill had not
come to that ftage when its prificiple could be difcuffed ; but
he was extremely furprifed that the Minifter fhould have in-
troduced to that Parliament a Bill that is indire& contra-
didion to an exifting law$ which law it was not in the power
of Great Britain to repeal without a breach of faith with Ire-
land ; for the continuanee of the a& depends on the will of
Jreland ; and he challenged any man in the Houfe to thew
that Ireland had relinquithed or forfeited the right fhe en-
joyed under that act” The Britifh Parliament therefore
could not have pafled the Minifter’s Bill into a law, without
committing an a& of violence, which ought never to be ad-
mitted as a poflible cafe within thofe walls. Another de-
viation from this famous a&, he obferved, was the reftraint
to be impofed on Ireland, to prohibit her from tradimg with
foreign colonies, as no fuch reftraint exifted under that
a& 3 and ‘every thing not exprefsly ftipulated was by the
provifo exempted from the conditions of the a&. A right
honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fofter) had at firft attempted
to juiftify this prohibition by the a& of cighty; but he af-
terwards feemed to abandon this ground and to reft it on the
equil conftru@ion of the navigation laws of Great Britain ;
" there, indeed, he was ready to agree with the right hon.
Gentieman, for upon an equal and fair conftru&ion of the
navigation laws, as adopted by Mr. Yelverton’s adt, he was
ready to admit that Ireland ‘was reftrained from an inter-

courfe with foreign colonics; but then the gentleman agmﬁ
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admit that this conftru&ion put Ireland on an equal foot-
ing with Great Britain, and opened the ports of Great
Britain to Irifh fhips, in the fame manner as it did the ports
of Ireland to the fhips of Great Britain. If this was denied
the Irith nation was not reftrained from trading with fo-
reign colonies ; if it was admitted, fhe had a right to the
intercourfe which was made the pretence for the prefent fet-
tlement, and was confidered as one branch of the price that
fhe was to receive for the numerous difadvantages fhe was
to fubmit to in return.

He begged leave to obferve further, that the right hon.
Gentleman, [the Attorney General] had been miftaken in
the conditions annexed to the trade with the Eaft-Indies, if
ever that trade fhould be opened to Ireland, of which there
was very little probability indeed ; for that Ireland was now
to engage to carry on that trade, under f{uch duties, re-
{traints, and reftri&ions, as fhould be from time to time
impofed by Great Britain. The Attorney General calling
out me, mo, Mr. Ogilvie read from the Bill the exprefs
Claufe with the words he had ufed, and further added,
that Great Britain had in this Cafe alfo referved a
power of prohibiting the Importation into Ireland, when-
ever fhe {Eould find it her Intereft to prohibit the Importa-
tion into Great Britain. Having ftated this very fully, he
begged that Gentlemen would attend particularly to a dan-
ger that threatened Ireland with refpe@ to the Eaft India
Trade, if the prefent Settlement fhould take place. He
faid, they all knew that a ‘Tax on Windows had laft feflion
been impofed in Geart Britainas acommutation for the high
duties formerly paid on tea ; this tax had excited much diffatis-
fa&ion in England, where it had been confidered as an addi-
tional land-tax ; if the Minifter to regain his loft popularity,
or any other Minifter to eafe the internal burdens of the peo-
ple, fhould be inclined to repeal this A&, and to impofe
the high duties formerly paid on tea, he would have this
additional encouragement to do if, that he would tax Ire-
land at the fame time, and that a fhare of the burden would
be borne by this kingdom. The duties paid on tea were,
as well as he recolle&ed, ftated from 1900,000l. to a million.
If only one-fourth of the above quantity was confumed in
Ireland, it would raife upwards of 200,000l. a year on
Ireland, a burden which he was perfuaded every man
muft fee would prove ruinous to this kingdom ; and which
wé&' a fufficient reafon for reje&ting the prefent fyftem,

“if there were no other.
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Mr. Ogilvie faid, he Thould not now detain the Houfe
by going into detail to fhew the ruinous confequences that
muft arife from this fettlement, if ever it took place,
to the infant manufactures ot Ireland, but thould referve
his arguments on this part of the fubje& to the proper
ftage of the bufinefs, if ever for the misfortune of this
country, the Bill fhould pafs to a comn}itléc, which he
firmly believed it never would. :

Major Doyle.— At fo early an hour, Sir, it would feem
unneceflary to apologize for {oliciting the indulgence of the
Houfe. Ihave, however, too much confideration for the
exhaufted ftate of other Gentlemen, as well as myfelf, to
detain the Houfe long, and in truth it is not neceflary.
But the importance of the queftion calls upon every man
who has ever opened his lips_ within thofe walls to fpeak
boldly his fentiments upon a {yftem which is to decide for
ever the fate of Ireland, I fhould ‘therefore hold myfelf guil-
ty of the moft inexpreflible crime againft my country, were
I'to preferve a timid neutrality, or afford even a filent fup-
port, when its deareft interefts are upon the point of being
loft for ever. Sir, the refpe&able attendance at your bar,
your crouded and anxious galleries, and the wncommon bril-
liancy of your audience, mark ftrongly the agitation of the
public mind upon the event of this night’s debate. But it
is not only within this Houfe that it is difcernible, you fee
it in the dejeGed air of all your citizens, and in the def-
ponding  countenance of every manufalturer you meet ;
but I would tell them that their apprehenfions are ground-
lefs ; that the firm virtue of their Parliament will convince
any Minifter who thould dare to wreftle with the Indepen-
dence of Ireland, that the Parliament of Ireland is too ftrong
for him—1I would tell them, that the Members of this Houfe
will part with the liberty of Ireland only with their lives.
I hepe in this T thould not fay too much ; but if am unhap

ily miftaken, and thag by a political fuicide, the conftitu-
tion. fthall this day be deftroyed, I fhall at leaft have the fa-
tisfa@ion to think, that I have done my duty by thus pub-
licly protefting_againft this difgraceful meafure, and that
when pofterity fhall with indignation revife the proceedings
of this day, my name fhall not be found among thefe who
have ignominioully negle&ed to defend, or who have bafely
dared to betray the rights of our country. 1 have another
farisfa&ion in the conicioufnefs that the idea of committing

the two countrics, -and driving the one to violence, and the
other
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other to retaliation, cannot be imp
but to thofe who would force this fyltem ; for the people of
England agree with thofe of Ireland in the moft decided de-
teftation of the meafure. It is not a conteft between Eng-
land and Ireland, but a conteft on which the rafh Min:fter
of one country 1s leagued with the artful Miniftry of the
other, in combination a ainft the peaple of both. When I
fay Miniftry, -let none Esppofc I'can have the mo? diftane
allufion to the amiable Nobleman who reprefents Majefty ;
were I to fpeak of him, it fhould be with that refpeé&t which,
I really have for his character - but, Sir, I feel for his firu-
ation ;—candid himfelf, he fufpe&s not the duplicity of
others, and furrounded by thofe whofe intereft it 1s to de-
ceive him, his name can be abufed on'y by their ufe of it.
Sir, I obje& to the admiffion of this bill ;' firflt, becaule I
will not enter into treaty with thofe who, in the very outfet
of the bufinefs, mark the defign to over-reach—witnefs the
flight introdu@ion of a conftitutional ufurpation into a com-
mercial regulation.—Is there any of you who, in the pri-
vate occurrence of domettic life, would conclude a bargain
with a perfon whom you dere@ed in . the a& of cheating
you ! And fhall we be lefs tenacious of the nation’s rights
than an individual of his private intereft ? I obje@ to it
again, becaufe it fets out upon a falfe principle. Tt affe@s
to be founded upon the wifhes of our people, when the pe-
titions on your table prove ittobg, in dire@ contradiGion
to them. The addrefs moved by an Hon. and refpeéted
Friend of mine (M. Griffith) at the clofe of the feifion, is
adduced as 3 proof of the nal‘ion’s"wiﬂl, and is faid to be the
foundation ofpr

induced him to bring forward this addrefs. did honour to the
goodnefs of his heart, and were the effufions of genuine
patriotifm ; but it by no means {poke the wifhes of the peo-
ple; on the contrary, he did not move it until after he had
tailed in effe@in - their with for Proteéting Duties ; -and
little did the unfulpicious honefty of his nature conceive,
that his laudabll'e defire of accommodating both countries
could be diftorted into a fyftem injurious to the corumerce,
and deftruétive to the conftitution of Ireland.  Again, I ob-

je& to treating with the Right Hon. Gentleman, unlefs he

fhall produce credentials of his being fully impowered to
treat.—In this I am juftified by the humiliating failure of
his late treaty, though opened with fo much folemnity, and
2ppareat certainty of ratiﬁtl:étiqn. I obje& again to tke
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mode of treaty, if even a treaty were neceflary 3 for it

impoffible that any fyftem can be formed in the firft in.
ftance in the Parliaménts of both kingdoms ; if any fuch
arrangement is eligible, it fhould be cffe@ed by the meeting
of Commiflioners from each country, chofen from thofe
moft converfant in trade, (for the bufinefs has nothing to
do with conftitution) who after higgling and bargaining as
is cuftomary in commerce, fhall form the outlines of a plan
to be fubmitted to their refpe&ive Parliaments for ratifica-
tion. This, Gentlemen, well may recolle&, 1 fuggefted
on the original Propofition, and I find I am confirmed by
perfons of the firft abilities in another kingdom. I again
objeé to the duration of the treaty. It is the nature of

 commerce to flu&tuate and be diverted into new and unex-

pe&ed channels, and is it not therefore abfurd to bind, by
fixed and eternal regulations, what is in a conftant ftate of
fluGtuation ; and morcover, I deny that we have power to
bind irrevocably fucceeding generations, ftill lefs to impofe
upon them an eternal tribute. I confefs I did not fee the
advantages of the original refolutions fo rapidly run through
the Houfe; but if I had approved them, yet I never could
be a dupe to the falfe logic of a fchool-boy, who would per-
fuade you, that in agreeing to the Eleven Propofitions
which did not much injure your trade, and did not at all af-
fe& your conftitution, you were necefarily bound to adopt
‘Twenty Propofitions, which throughout are at war with
the one, and decidedly viGorious over the other. I fhall
defer faying any thing of the commercial impofitions con-
tained in the plan until another ftage of the bill, if unhap-
pily for the mation that opportunity fhould occur, and I
thall content myfelf at_prefent with giving 2 negative to the
introdu@ion of the Bili—being refolved to {tand by our
conftitutien while it can ftand, and fhould it fall, content
to fall with it. %

"Colonel Moore faid, he rofe to great difadvantage, but
as he feldom fpoke long, he trufted for the indulgence of
the Houfe. He then ufed a few arguments ina favour of
the motion. Y :

Mr. Trench fpoke as fhortly againt it, declaring that he
thought it his duty, not lefs as the friend of Great Britain
than of Ireland, to oppofe the introdu&ion of 2 Bill,
which, without bolding out any ccrtain_profpc&_ o_f effen-
rial advantage to either country, feemed likely to injure the
interefts of both, by creating endlefs jealoufies, alarms, and
apprehenfions on each fide of the water. *
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Mr. Nevill—The greatnefs of the fubjeét preeludes
any neceffity for an apology, and a greater never was de-
bated in this Houfe. On Thurfday I oppofed the propo-
fition of the Rizht Hon. gentleman, [Mr. Flood™] the
Secretary having fo ftrenuoufly follicited for an adjourn=~
ment of one day, and fo folemnly pledged himfelf to bring
forward what would tend to univerfal fatisfaction.—I have
paid the utmoft attention to his fpeech and ftatement of the
Bill—which {tatement has determined me to vote againit
a Bill that breathes the fpirit of the Englith Bill, andis
evidently founded on Refolutions, many of which are de-
ftru&ive to the liberty, honour, and commirce of Ireland.
—1 believe the intentions of the prefent Adminiftration are
fair and honourable towards this country, and alio, that
had Mr. Pitt had it in his power, he would have returned
the Refolutions as they were fent to England, and that he
was beaten out of them by the manufa&urers of Great
Britain, and by the inveteracy of Party—but thank God,
Party has not arifen to fuch a height in this country, and
that the Minority of this night will fhew itfelf divefted of
Party—a Bill of fuch confequence fhould be carried unani-
moufly, or not at all. I hope Ireland, who has fo lately
diftinguifhed herfelf amongft the nations of the world, will,

‘on this occafion, fupport the chara&er fhe has gained. 1

have, Sir, in general fupported Government through
the feffion, but, on this occafion fhall quit them, and re-
commend the Secretary in his Clofet to confider well the
chara&er, independence and property of the Minority ;
and alfo, to take into remembrance, that many of his ableft,
and moft powerful fupporters are abfent, who would, in
the courfe of the Bill, ftep forward and affert the liberty of
the land. We have therefore gained great honour, and
let us perfevere.

* A preliminary debate had taken place the preceding day upon Mr.,
Orde’s intreating the Houfe to indulge him for one day longer, before he
ftated to them the Propofition he had to offer relative to the adjuftment of

a Commercial Intercourfe between Great Britain and Ireland. In the
courfe of that debate Mr, Fiood had defired to move a Refolution to the
following purport: “ That this Houfe will retain undiminifthed the full
and free exercife, atall times, of the fole and exclufive authority e the
Trith Parliament to legiflate for Ireland, commercially and externally, as
well as internally.”

Mr.

Y i I S 0 e,

by

. I T o e ey, o
__m!_i-.m' Y it s T



{: 136. )

Mr. Orde rofe to explain. It having been alluded to as
if he had faid that the Minifter could have gotten better
terms but did not, it became neceflary for him to repeat
that, the Minifter, befides combating the prejudices of the
manufa&urers of Great Britain, had refifted the amend-
ments propofed by oppefition, fome of which, had they been
given way to and received, would have rendered the Refo-
lutions inadmiffible indeed. But he had newer faid, that
the Bill, he propoled to bring in, either arofe frem or was
founded on the twenty Refolutions of the Britith Parhia-
ment. What he had faid, and what he muft ftill fay,
was that his Bill arofe from their own Propofitions and-was
confonant to the principles of thofe Propofitions.

Mr. Curran faid he was too much exhaufted to fay much
at that hour (fix o'clock) on the fubje&. His zeal had
furvived his ftrength. He wifhed his prefent ftate of mind
and body might not be ominous of the condition to which
Ireland would be reduced, if this Bill thould become a law.
He could net therefore yield even to his weaknefs : It was
a fubje@ might animate the dead. He then took a view of
the progrefs of the arrangement, and arraigned the 1nfi-
dious conduét of adminiftration. In Ireland, it was pro-
-pofed by the Minifter ; in England, it was reprobated by
the fame Minifter. He had known children learn to play
cards, by playing the might hand againft the left,—he had
never before heard of negociation being learned in that way.
He faid a Bill was not a mode of negociating ; our law fpoke
only to ourfelves—bound only ourfelves: It was abfurd
therefore to let a Bill proceed. But the commercial part
was out of the queition ; for this Bill imported a furrender
of the conftitution and liberty of Ireland. If, faid he, we
{hould attempt fo bafe an a&, it would be void, as to the
people. We may abdica‘e our reprefentation, but the
right remains with the people, and can be furrendered only
by them j—we may ratify our own infamy, we can’t ratify
their flavery. He feared the Britith Minifter was miftaken
in the temper of Ireland, and judged of it by former times.
Formerly "the bufinefs here was carried on by purchafed
majorities ; there was a time when the moft infamous
meafure was fure of being fupported by as infamous a ma-
jorityl But things were changed ; the people were en-
lightened and ftrong ; th.cy would not hear a furrender qf
their rights, which, he faid, would be the confequence if

they fubmitted to this Bill. It contained a covenant to
enact
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ena& fuch laws as England fhould think proper ; that
would annihilate the Parliament of Ircland. The people
here muft go to the Bar of the Englifh Houfe of Commons
for relief, and for a circuitous trade to England, we were
a‘cccpting, he faid, a circuitous con(titution.

He faid it was different totally from the cafes to whick
it had been compared, the fettlement of 1779, or the
Methuen treaty : There all was fpecific and defined, here
all was fuftian and uncertain. A power to bind externally
would involve a power alfo of binding internally. This
law gave the power to Great Britain of judging what
fhould be a breach of the compa&t, of conftruine it, in
fa& of taxing us as the pleafed, and gave her new {trength
to enforce our obedience. In fuch an event, he faid, we
muft cither fink into utter flavery, or the people muit
wade to a re-affumption of their rights through civil blood,
or be obliged to take refuge in an union, which, he faid,
would be the annihilation of Ireland, and what he fulpe&ed
the Miuifter was driving at.

Eventhe Irifh Minifter, he faid, no longer pretended to ufe
his former language on this fubjed ; formerly they had been
loft in a foolith admiration at the long impedimented mark
of oratoric pomp, with which the Sccretary difplayed the
magnanimity of Great Britain.  That kind of eloquence,
he {uppofed, was formed upon fome model, but he fufpe&t-
ed that the light of political wifdom was more eafily re-
peated, than the heat ofieloquence ; yet they had been in rap-
tures even with the oratory of the honourable gentleman.

However, he now had defcended to an humble ftyle, he
talked no more of reciprocity, no more of emporium. Mr.
Curran then went into general obfervations, to fhew that this
treaty would give no folid advantages to Ircland, but was
a revocation of the grant of 177¢.

He faid, he loved the liberty of Ireland, he would,
therefore, vote againft the Bill, as fubverfive of that liberty ;
he would alfo yote again@t it, as leading to a fchifm be-
tween the two nations, that muft terminate in a civil war,
or in an uni "?}:nbcﬂ. He was forry, he faid, he had
troubled tbclﬁqlg long ; but he feared it might be the laft
time he fhould cver have an opportunity of addrefling a
free Parliament, and if the period was approaching when
the boafted Conflitution of Ireland fhould be no more, he
ow”- ¢ felt a melancholy ambition in deferving that
his namg might be inrolled with thofe who endeavoured to

N’ fave
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fave it in its lalt moment. Pofterity would be grateful for
the effort, though it fhould have failed of fuccefs.

Mr. Browne, (member for the univerfity) : Mr. Speaker,
As 1am one of thofe unfortunate gentlemen, who have
been dragged up by the Minifter, 140 miles, from the bu-
finefs of my profeffion, and driven about, as if I was one
of his own hacks, I hope to be indulged by his friends in
faying a few words. Surely, Sir, exclufive of every other
confideration, that Minifter is inexcufable, who without
inevitable neceffity brings up the landed gentleman from
his harveft ; the profeflional man from his vacation,——
forces the fuitor to drop his claim, and even (as I am in-
formed) calls the judge from his bench. Does the fuccefs
of this Bill depend upon hafte; would it melt away before
the heat of a fummer, or its permanency be in the in-
verfe proportion of the time taken to confider it. Would
not one imagine that the Minifter had called us together to
announce fome glad tidings, and not to afk an abje& fur-
render of our conftitution and of our commerce ? W hat have
we really come forth to fee—in truth a ¢ reed fhaken with
the wind,” a trembling Minifter, who feels himfelf tottering,

~and would perfuade wus, that on his. exiftence depends the

exiftence of the country. This fchemer, this fyftem-monger

has blown a new bubble to amufe us. This plaything of

the Minifter, which has been dandled about during the
whole feafon, tillit was repeatedly broke, is patched up
once more. He has produced fyftem after fyftem, and like
Candide has told us, of every one, that it was the beft of all
poffible fyftems. The moment we had revolved it, with
much labour and ftudy, a new one was propofed, and the
former vanifhed. Our affent was obtained by him to eleven
propofitions, merely to be told, that we could not have
them. So that we might fay, with the merry knight, he 1s
neither fith nor fleth, and a man does not know where to
Gnd him. Every fylem was to be permanent, and then
the chicf defence of it was, that we might break it when
we pleated. Every plan was to be final ; the laft words of
¢he Minifter, and then followed another ultimatum, like
the man, who finding a good fale for ¢ the laft words of Mr-
Bagter,” publithed ¢ more laft words of Johnny Baxter.”
Irith could bear a blunder, and the two ultimatums made
but one ultimatum. 1 beg pardon for jefting; but the
fubje@ firikes me in fuch various lights, fometimes me-
lanchely, at others ludicrcus, that 1 eel my mind divid-

ed
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ed like the figure of Rofcius, between the comic and tra-
gick mufe. %ut Sir, to be ferious; I do not believe, (with-
out knowing individuals, but arguing merely from confe-
quences, ) that the prefent adminiftration is capable of form-
ing that wife and durable plan of commercial intercourfe,
which is likely to keep thefe countries in peace and har-
mony. Initead of premeditation, they appear to have com-
menced rafhly without knowing the interefls, or tempers
of the two kingdoms. Inftead of long confideration, all
has been hurry and precipitation. Inftead of concord, the
Englifh Minifter has been perpetually at variance with his
Irith agent. The one promifed us immenfe advantages,
the other foothed England with arguments, to prove thofe
promifes fallacious, fo that when both in London, they
were afraid to meet in the Houfe of Commons. Inftead
of wife moderation, the feelings of this country have been
outraged by the Fourth Propofition. While that infult
ftands recorded on the Journals of Great Britain; while it tef-
tifies fuch a difpofition to invade our rights, in that haughty
nation, it is impoffible to negotiate. A ftill greater infult
has been offered in their bringing in a Bill, before they
knew our fentiments. ‘The natural courfe was to fend us
their Refolutions, and afk whether we could agree to thofe
conditions.  But in bringing in a Bill, what did they fay;
but that they expeed fubmiffion, and were carelefs as
to our affent, or rather were fure of gaining it by artifice
or force. And how did they glofs over this infamous Pro-
pofition? By acknowledging our independence. Words
againft fa&s. They afferted it, and invade it in the fame
breath. They acknowledge it, and only defire us to give
it up. From the whole, T draw two confequences: The
one, that England acceded to the eftablithment of our
rights, only through the emergencies of war; and has ever
fince been ftudying to undermine the fabrick. The
other that fhe views us with ineffable contempt; fhe
thinks our fpirit temporary ; our determined voice a mere
boaft of language, and that the genius of Ireland unufed to
exertion, after one great effort, will never wake again.
May we not afk, with all the indignation of virtue, what

has fhe feen in our condu&, to encourage fuch attempts ?
With refpeét to trade ; we have at prefent a commerce
free as the winds that blow: Cheared with our thips for
many a league, old ocean fmiles ; his vaft demefne is every
where open to us. . And now we are modeftly defired to
. confine

- ~ e A i e, "
L St O L et



- —

e T

S )

G 1382

confine ourfelves to the Atlantic; to give a monopoly tc
the Britifh colonies, and to fhackle our American trade, our
great expected fource of wealth, and all this for what ?
tor an intercourfe with the Englifh fettlements, which was
much more an obje& to them than to us, and for the ri-
diculous hopes of rivalling them in their home market.

Thefe are the blefled effeéts of negotiation, and confirm
this pofition. ‘'The weaker country that negotiates is loft.
W hat had we to do with treaty, when every thing was in
our own power. 1 fee no harm in that declaration of an
illuftrious Duke, which the Minifter,  with a party voice fo
induftrioufly dwelt upon this night, that the Portland ad-
miniftration meant to grant us no more. Why? becaufe they
had granted us enough; andit was. in our own power to
do the reft. They faid they would not grant us any thing,
but did they fay, like the prefent, that they would take any
thing from us. Who oppofed the violent attack on our
conftitution contained in the fourth Propofition ? Not the
Minifter of England ; for by means of that Propofition,
principally did he hope to make the whole fyftem palatable
to the Britifh nation. Not the people of England; all their
obje&ions related to the commercial part, but never in any
of their addreffes or petitions did they obje& to this re-
ftraint upon our legiflature. No; the men who compofed
the whig miniftry of 1782, from whom we obtained a free
recognition of our rights, and who faw in an attack upon
them, the prelude to an invafion of their own. That bold
and decided fpirit, which diftinguithes the man who has
moft uniformly and powerfully oppofed increafing in-
fluence, was never more alive, than in oppofing this exe-
crable Propofition. Let each nation protec its own trade.
I apprehend lefs difunion from a war of duties, than from
the prefent infidious policy. I would go any length to pre-
vent difunion. I think it would be ruinous to both coun-
tries. It would probably terminate in {lavery; the pre-
fent Bill certainly would; and in fome fituations, an ho-
neft man would be obliged to prefer the chance of liberty,
to the certainty of fubjeétion.

Mr. Brocke (Member for Donegal) faid, he hoped the
THoufe would indulge him in faying a very few words, par-
ticularly as he thought himfelf called on, as he had con-
ftantly fupported the Minifter, to give time te bring in
Lis Bill. as from the good opinion he entertained of the

prefent Government, he did conceive they would introduce
nothing
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nothing that could be injurious to Ireland; he there-
fore concluded, that they would have - introduced a Bill,
founded on the Propofitions which had pafled that Houfe ;
if they had done fo, Government fhould have had his fup-
port, and he did imagine, the fupport of a great majority ;
but as a thadow of thofe Propofitions did not remain, and
as the Bill introduced by the Right Hon. gentleman
was founded on the twenty Propofitions which had paiied
the Britith Parliament, it was in his mind totally inad-
miffible. Mr. Brooke faid, he did not abound in werds,
" that his condu@ muft be demonftrated by his a@icns, that
during the time he had the honour of a feat in that Houfe,
he had uniformly given his fupport for the attainment of
the Conftitution, as now enjoyed ; and that, by the blef-
fing of God, he never would give a vote that would ully
thas Conftitution. He concluded, by faying, he would not
barter Conftitution for Commerce.
Mr. Ogle.—Mr. Speaker. From the commencement of
this very important bufinefs to the prefent moment, I have
-kept an awful filence, not from any want of attention
which I could poffibly pay to the fubje&, nor from
want of a decided mind, what part I would take when-
ever it fhould come before. this Houfe in a proper
manner. But really, it has changed its form and fhape
fo often, that it was impoflible.to know by what opinion
to bind it ; and has {o often fhifted his pofition, that it was
equally impoflible to know on what ground to ftand; from
whence to take a fair, a full, and comprehenfive view of it.
1 do not hefitate to declare myfelf the friend of a commer-
cial arrangement between the fifter kingdoms, founded on
the firm and broad bafig ef mutual honour, and of mutual
intereft. Any fyftem founded on other principles, can
never be permanent—ifo far from uniting, 1t muft feparate
—fo far from confolidating, it muft diffolve. And I am
the friend of fuch an arrangement as I wifh to have formed,
becaufe I am eonvinced it wiil have the beft confequences
to both kingdoms—becaufe it will prevent a commercial
-war—which ean only end in a commercial feparation—
the natural eonfequence of which will be, (and which of
all others ought to be avoided by every man wino wifhes
well to the genuine interefts of the Empire,) a national
feparation. But however defirable that object may be, I
would net for the attainment of it, facrifice the Conftitu-
¢ion of Ireland to the impcr‘isal pride of Great Britain—mﬁ
| S - SR will -
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will T ever furrender the natural rights and properties of
this country to the monopolizing fpirit of the traders and
manufacturers of England.” I do not with to impoverifh
Great Britain by an unfair and partial aggrandifement of
Ireland, nor would I, nor will I make the Emplrc poor
indeed; by a facrifice of the Irifh Contftitution. * 1 with to
ftand between the two Countries, and to dcal equal ho-
nour, and equal juftice to each. -
- I fhall vote for the -admiffion of the Blll Some gentle-
men have faid, there is fallacy in it—if I had not any
other reafon, that would be a fufficient one for me. I
know of no mode more effeGtual to dete& the fallacy, than
by having it fairly and fully inveftigated. The Englifh na-
tion has been confulted upon their Bill—their fenfe has been
taken upon it—fo ought the Irifh nation to be confulted
upon our’s, and fo ought their fenfe to to be takene I
muft here beg leave to obferve, that I think there 1s fome
inconfiftency in gentlemen, whodeclare themfelves fo much
the friends of the Irifh nation, not to allow that nation
an opportunity of confidering at this time for themfelves,
and of giving a decided opinion on a fubje& of fuch in~
finite and eternal moment. It is a fubje& of too great
magnitude to be fo lightly handled, or to be caft afide in
fo hafty a manner—every man in the kingdom interefted
and concerned in it, ought to be confulted—every indivi-
dual ought to give his opinion, and the fenfe of the com-
munity at large ought to be taken.—The fenfe of the na-
tion ought to ‘appear at your bar, and by that _/}rﬁ fhall
my condué be regulated. '
' Mr. Brownlow {aid, the gcntlemen who fupported the mo-
tion had a great deal to anfwer for to their count?' as well
as to thofe, who had much rather fome hours fince have
retired to their beds, than have been detained fo late un-
neceflartly.  For his part, it was fufficient to have heard
the Bill read, to know that it was founded on the 4th
Refolution of the two Houfes of the Britifh Parliament.
‘That was fo obvious and mdlfput'ablc, that, if it would
yot have been improper and irregular, he would have called
upon the Right Hon. gentleman to have read no more,
and defired the Houfe immediately to have come to the
queftion, againft which he held himfelf bound to give his
vote, as a friend to the conftitutional rights of his country.
Nir. Smith. Believe me, Sir, Ido not rife to follicit your
attention, or that of the Houfc, wantam’y, or for the pur-

pofe
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pofe of declamation. I wifhed to have offered my feeble.
fentiments on the prefent important fubje& feveral hours
fince ; but competitors of more weight, and much more
capable of doing jultice to that fubjeé&t, from time to time.
foreftalled me; and a juft confcioufnefs of my inferiority -4
made me moft willingly acquiefce under their claims  of

pre-audience. Iam but too fenfible that at prefent, with an

éxhaufted frame, a flumbering recolleétion, and every fa-,

culty clouded, I can but little merit the attention of the

Houfe to any thing, that I may offer on a queftion which

has already been difcuffed with a fplendor of eloquence,

that, for a while involved us all in a blaze, and with a

degree of ftrength, which, in my judgment, muft have

brought convi&ion to every mind not deaf to reafon, and

unpenetrable to argument.

' Sir, Ifhall vote againft the admiflionef the propofed Bill

upon three grounds.  Firft, becaufe I think its probable ef-

fec would counterad the very principle which it profeffes ;,

Secondly, becaufe I think it would countera& and injure

that commerce which it propofes to extend ; and laftly,,

and above all, becaufe I feel the moft full and firm convi&i-

on that it would, if paffed into a law, be everfive of the li-

berties and conftitution of this country. And, Sir, in vin-

dicating this my opinion, though I confider myfelf as war-

ranted to refort to, and avail myfelf of the Twenty Refolu-

tions which paffed the Britifh Houfes of Parliament, yet I

fhall not ‘feck to do fo; I will found myfelf merely upon

thofe claufes which the Right Hon. mover has ftated, as
‘compofing part of the Bill, and which alene, ought, in my

opinion, to damn that Bill, and caufe its exclufion from

this Houfe for ever :—I mean thofe claufes which purport to

adopt the 4th, s5th, and gth Refolutions which paffed the

Britifth Houfes of Legiflation.

I have faid, Sir, that I confider the propofed Bill as mi-.

litating againft its’own avowed principle. What is that

principle :—to effe@ the mutual profperity and happinefs

of the fifter kingdoms, and eftablith everlafting harmo- .

ny between both,—an obje& devoutly to be withed for !

And how is thisito be effe@ted ?—Why, Sir, by a fyftem

odious to the one country, and deteffable to the other.—By a

{yftem folemnly abjured by the people of Great Britain, and

univerfally execrated by the people of Ireland.  Sir, to con-
cci.%g!hat-fucha fyftem could ever become the bafis of mu-
tual happinefs, or mutual harmony, is in my o[,inicm,l dthe :

) - wildeft
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svildeft idea that ever entered the minds of men. No, Sir,
harmony or happinefs can never refult from it,—’tis a fyf-
tem which if adopted, muft be ruinous to both coun-
tries—*¢ ’tis fown in jealoufy, and will be raifed in de-
¢ ftruétion,—’tis fown in dilcord, (and heaven grant that)
¢ it (may) not be raifed in blood.”

Sir, I alfo confider the propofed Bill as injurious to the
commerce of this country, which however it profeffes to
encourage and extend : but as this point has been already
diffufively difcuffed, and as I think it premature at prefent
to argue upon any of the commercial provifions of the pre-
fent Bill, I thalldecline doing fo ; and will prefs on to the
third, and decifive ground upon which I fhall vote againft
its introdu&ion. I have already reminded the Houfe that
the Right Hon. mover of this Biil has ftated a claufe from
it adopting the 4th Refolution, which I before alluded to,
almoft, if not entirely, in its very words:—and, Sir, I'do
contend for it, that if that claufe thall ever become a law,
or any part of a law, in this country, it will, fo far as it
can operate, be a transfer to the Britifh Parliament, of the

ower of legiflating for this country, and an abfolute fur-
render of the conftitution of the land. What, Sir, does it
import ? —W hy~this : that all Britifth laws of regulation
with refpe& to the trade wherein we are to participate, are
¢ to be of force” inlIreland ; and if it (topped here, the trans-
fer of legiflative power would be clear and incontrovertible
but a qualifying claufe enfues, on which much reli-
ance is had: mamely, ¢ That thefe laws are to be of
force by a&s, to be for that purpofe paffed by the °
Irith Parliament.” Now, Sir, what 1s the natural, the
fair, and I would almoft fay, the obvious conftruétion of th:s
claufe ? Why this, that the Britith Parliament fhall by
their laws bind the people of Ireland, not indeed immediately,
but through the intervention of their legiflature ; that is,
they fhall make laws, not for the pesple, but for the Parlia-
ment of Ircland; and thus the reprefentatives of the people
of this country—the truftees of their rights—and the guar-
dians of their liberties, are to become the betrayers of both,
and the inftruments of oppreflion to thofe whom it was their
bounden duty to protect and defend.

" This, Sir, is my conftru&ion of this claufe, and of the
refolution which it adopts. ,

A Right Hon. Friend of mine, whofe judgment Thighly

refpe@, underftands it differeatly. But, if its conftruc-
Feiry tion
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tion be even doubtful, it ought to damn the propofed Bil,
Would you at that glorious %ra, when the redemption of your
conftitution was wrought >—would you then be fatisfed
with doubtful language, or equivocal renunciation ?—Qh,
no—nothing would then be fuffered to remain in doubt— nor
would the thadow of uncertainty be endured—and why not
be equally cautious, a:d equally jealous now ? If a doubt
can by poffibility be entertained, as to whether this clagfe
would, or would not amount to a furrender, (fo far as 'in
you lay) of your legiflative authority—will you receive a
Bill pregnant with fuch an horrid claufe? But poflibly it
may be faid, that the conftru&ion of the 4th Refolution,
1s in no wife problematical—and that it cannet be fo con.
ftrued, as to import a transfer of legiflative authority. If it
fhali be fo faid, Ianfwer, that one of the brighteft lumina-
ries of the law, in Great Britain, (I mean L.ord Camden)
has at lea/! intimated a very different opinion. W hen folj-
cited to declare, whether that Refolution gave the Britifh
Parliament a right to legiflate for Ircland, he was filent—
when prefled further, he declared that he would not, after
feven years confideration, think himfelf competent to an-
fwer fuch a queftion.

Is it then poffible to doubt, that the conftru@ion of this
claufe is dangeroufly equivocal 3 and that at a future day,
and after the filent lapfe of years, Englithmen of brilliant
genius and legal information, may give it a conftru&ion
everfive of the rights and conftitution of Ireland ? And
thall fuch a claufe be endured ? or fhall a Bill {tigmatized
by it, be received within thefe walls ? Never, I truft, ne-
ver ; in cafes fuch as the prefent, doubt is always danger,
and fufpicion littlelefs than certainty.

Sir, Gentlemen have attempted to defend this claufe by the
FreeTrade a&, as it iscalled, of 1779, as being a precedent
in point ; but that was an a& of our own legiflature, proceed-
ing by the energy of their own immediate power, adting as
free agents, uncontrouled by any paramount authority, or
difgracetul compaét. Were the Parliament of Ireland  vo.
luntarily to adopt a Britifh law, who in his fenfes would af~
fure that fuch adoption was a grievance >—but if they were
obliged to adopt that law, who would be hardy enough to
deny that fuch obligation was unequivocal flavery ?

It was faid, that the treaty between Great Britain and
Ireland fhould be confidered as 2 treaty between two inde-
peadent kingdoms 3 and, in fuch a cafe, why fhould it

: - alarm
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alarm, if one kingdom ftipulated for the other’s fubmitting
to its laws of commercial regulation? And if no caufe of
alarm there, why any here ? Shall, faid Gentlemen, more
jealoufy prevail between two fifter kingdoms, bound to
each other by every tie of intereft and affeétion, than be-
tween two ftranger nations ! I anfwer to both thofe quefti-
ons, there fhould be more alarm; there fhould be more jea-
‘loufy, if one of thofe fifter kingdoms had ever before ufurp-
ed a power of legiflating for the other ; and if the depend-
ing treaty imported any thing that could, by poffibility,
furnith a ground, at a future day, for any renewal of the
old claim, or any repetition of the old ufurpation. Power
is an objeé& fo attra&tive, that no matien; and fcarcely any
individual, has virtue enough to refift its influence: For
thefe reafons, Sir, Ifhall vote againft the admiffion of the
propofed Bill. & ;
- Mr. Beresford faid, at that late hour he did not rife to

o into any argument upon the fubjeét of the motion,
which he fhould fupport, but merely to fet the Hon. Gen-
tleman right asto a matter of fa&. The Hon. Gentleman
was miftaken in regard to the condu& afcribed by him to a
noble and learned Lord high in office. 'That noble and
learned Lord had not ufed a phrafe fimilar to that imputed
to him by the Hon. Gentleman. He was, Mr. Beresford
faid, prefent himfelf in the Houfe of Lords in London
when the tranfaéion in queftion occurred, and he could
fpeak to it with confidence. The fa& was this, fome of
the Oppofition Lords attacked the noble and learned Lord
with a repetition of queftions as to his conftruction of the
Fourth Refolution, upon which the noble and learned Lord
complained of their putting fuch interrogatories to him with
a2 view to have his name fent abroad with an anfwer, and at
length, after he had been teized for fome time, faid, if the
noble Lords were to perfift in interrogating him for feven
years, he would deliver no opinion nor give any anfwer to
queftions fo improperly put to him.

Mr. Rowley faid, he fhould vote againft the motion, be-
caufe his conftituents had declared themfelves adverfe to
any fyftem that had the Twenty Refolutions of the Britifk
Parliament for its foundation. His own fentiments perfeét-
lv coincided with theirs, and as it was evident, from ghc
fpeech of the Right Hon. Gentleman, that the Bill he in-
tended to bring in adopted the eflential principles of the
Britifh Refolutions, he held it his duty to oppofe the at-

tempt to introduce a Bill, that muft, neceflarily, in _its
operation
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peration and effe&, prove difadvantageous to the interefts
of Ireland.

Mr. Hartley faid, he did not think it by any means ne-
ceflary to enter into a particular difcuffion” of the propofed
Bill, in order to judge of the nature of it; it was fufficient
for him to have read the Twenty Refolutions of the Bri-
tith Parliament, and the Bill that had been brought into
the Englith Houfe of Commons, and to have heard the
explanation given by the Right Honourable Gentleman
with regard to the Bill that he intended to introduce. Thofe
fufficiently explained to him the nature of the Bill that was
to be offered for their adoption ; and, therefore, he would
vote againft the motion. He faid, he would make no ob-
fervations on the conftitutional part of the queftion ; he
rejoiced, and he congratulated his countrymen, that the
ableft men in the kingdom had taken it up; they had ar-
gued fo ftrongly, and had placed it in fo clear a point of
view, that it was impoilible to miftake its tendency. With
refpet to trade, the conceflions held out by Great Britain
to Ireland in this commercial adjuftment, the only new
conceffions, and upon which the Right Honourable Gen-
tleman had laid fo great a firefs, confifted of two things :
the opening of the Britith market to the manufaures of
Ireland upon the fame terms on which Britith manufactures
are admiflible there, and the giving a fair conftruction to the
navigation ats. 'With regard to the firft of thefe, the open-
ing of the Britith market to Ireland, it did not appear to
him to be fo eflential an advantage as fome Gentlemen
feemed to imagine ; at leaft, he would fooner confent to
forego any poflible benefits that might arife from it, than
receive it under circumftances fo difadvantageous as thofe
with which it was to be accompanied. It was idle to {up-
pofe, that they could underfell Great Britain in her own
market, when experience proved, that Great Britain could
underfell them in the market of Ireland ; a circumitance
which had occafiened the demand of Proteting Duties.
This part of the new fyftem, therefore, was delufive and
tantalizing ; it held out a profpe& of future advantage,
which they were incapable of availing themfelves of. With
regard to the other conceffion, the giving a fair conftrulion
to the navigation adls, that was certainly an objet of fome
importance, though by no means fo great as it had been
ftated to be ; 1t opened indeed a market for any accidental

redundaney Ireland might have of the produce of the Bri-
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tith Weft India Iflands, but it was vain to expe@ fhe
fhould ever become the carrier of that produce to Great
Britain. A variety of obvious reafons would naturally
fuggeft themfelves to the minds of Gentlemen in fupport
of the propriety and juftice of this obfervation. With re-
fpect to the Colonies abroad, Ireland had already made a
compact with Great Britain for a Colonial trade, and had
paid a high price fer the bargain, by copﬁhing her con-
fumption to the produce of the Britith Iflands, to a very
great amount, not lefs, he believed, in the article of fugar,
than five hundred thoufand pounds yearly, with which the
might fupply herfe!f from foreign' Colonies 25 to 30 per
cent. cheaper.  Mr. Hartley faid, he ‘could not help tak-
ing notice of the threat that had been held out, with regar

to the linen manufafture of Ireland, Tt had been faid, that
Great Britain might forbedr any longer to encourage the
ftaple of Ireland, and to take her linens. This he confi-
dered as an empty menace. Exclufive of the advantage
Gteat Brirain derived from her trade'in Irifh linens, which
made it her intereft to continte it, he could not entertain
fo bafe an opinion of that country, as to ‘imagine that fhe
would totally difregard the folemn compa&'fhe had entered
into; when the fiript Ireland of her woollen trade and ma-
nufacture, and be guilty of fo 'grofs ‘a breach of national
faith. ~ Admitting, “therefore, that 'Gréat Britain meant to
continue a friend to the linen manufaéture of Ireland, he
did not think fhe gave them, even in that particular, the
dbfolute fecurity fhe had a right to expe& ; becaufe, the
only engagement fhe held out to their linen manufadture by
the propofed fyftem was, an affurance that no duty fhould
be impofed on Irith linens; fhe did not, at the fame time,
fay, fhe would not reduce the duty on foreign linens; and
the one aflurance without the other, Gentlemen muft ac-
knowledge, did not afford that fpecies of fecurity futficient
to gudrd the linen manufa&ure of Ireland againit the poffi-
bility of future rivalthip in the Britifh market! '

- Mr. Corry rofe and faid, T muft necefiarily be fhort at
this'hour ; and as I have before this ‘night expreffed my
opinion of the Englifh Refolutions, and fiall, if the bufi-
nefs fhould go on, frequently afk the indulgence of the houfe,
it was my intention not to have taken any part in this de-
bate, but the frequent mention which has been made of
what paffed in kngland has induced me to rife, fince'I
think what paffes there, ‘rcfpc&ing the ¢Qn‘ﬁittfstion olf Irj-‘
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land, not an unfit obje@ of the attention of its Parlia-
ment. A right honourable Gentleman (Mr. Beresford)
has ftated the words of a noble peer there (lord Camden) ;
I was not, Town, as the right honourable Gentleman, was
on the fpot, to hear them; but by the moft authentic ac-
counts, both by letters and from thofe who were prefent,
who have informed me, that noble perfon did fay, that
“ were he to be prefled for feven years, he would not give
an anfwer to the queftion, when afked his opinion whe-
ther the 4th Refolution invaded the independence of Ireland
or not,” (a cry of hear from the Treafury Bench) Then faid
Mr. Corry, if they are content with that ftatement, I am
content to let them make their advantage of it, it eannot
be mifconftrued. Since I am up I will fay one word upon
the motion for leave to bring in the bill propofed ; and
on that queftion I hold it orderly to avoid all detail, fince
objedtions to the introdu@ion of a bill ought to go to prin-
ciple alone. ‘The principle which I obje& to, is that con-
tained in the 4th and in fome other Refolutions of the En-
glifh Parliament. ‘The Houfe has heard the right hon.
mover adopt that principle, and has had the forbearance
not to give way to any exprefiions of indignation. To
the courtely of the country he is indebted for that paf-
fing unnoticed, which deferves the name certainly of
temerity, if not of audacity,—the attack upon your conititu-
tion; or perhaps rather to the infignificance of the offender
merging in the magnitude of the offence. 'T'he fame cour-
tefy, and that delicacy towards men not prefent to anfwer
for themfelves, has not been very rigidly obferved by the
right honorable Gentleman, who ‘in his {peech twice men-
tioned the condu&@ towards Ircland of the oppofition in
England (here the Attorney General rofe, but Mr. Corry
faic%it. was not to his fpeech he had alluded.) In the open-
ing fpeech motives had been imputed to the oppofition of
England for their condu&, ‘which was a thing no one
gentleman he believed had ufually taken the liberty of do-
ing to another, and was {till lefs likely to be well received in
the abfence oftlﬂ’: perfons {poken of; he faid the muotives
or the condu& of oppofition in England was no objeét in
that Houlfe, l}u?; as they affe&ed the interefts of Ireland,
and they defefved to be noticed with cenfure or applaufe
there in that refpe&@ alone—
. Mr. Ords interrupted Mr. Corry, and declared that fo
much had been faid in the courfe of the debate, and fuch
. £ & frequent
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frequent allufion made to what he had fuggefted relative
to the condu& of the Oppofition in the Britith Parliament,
that it became highly neceflary for him to remind gentle-
men, that the amount of what he had faid upon that fubje&t,
was, that oppofition in England had generally obje&ed to
the {fyftem, and offered fome amendments that were refift.
ed, and would have been deemed wholly inadmiffible in
Ireland. He never had wifhed, and was far from intend-
ing to impute any unworthy motives to, the gentlemen
who formed that oppofition, and who had given the Mi-
nifter fo much trouble.

Mr. Corry faid, that if imputation of motives for their
condu&t had been difavowed, yet that the defcription given
of their meafures went to infinuate, that the oppofition
were to be looked upon as a party inimical to the interefts
of Ireland—

Mr. Orde again interrupted Mr. Corry, and faid, hé
had never fpoken of Oppofition as a party, but as a body
of Gentlemen who had oppofed the Minifter ; and he
believed the Gentlemen themfelves would not wifh to be
ftated otherwile.

Mr. Corry faid, he was happy then to underftand that
they were totally and in all refpeélts excuipated by the Right
Hon. gentleman, but’ as any body of men in Great Bri-
tain, being favourable or inimical to the conftitutional
rights of Ireland, could not altogether be a matter of in-
difference in that Houfe, he could not in juftice refrain
from recalling to the Houfe, the expreffions which had fal-
len from a very able and diftinguifhed member of that par-
ty. Who could forget the beautiful figure.the hon. Gentle-
man ufed, to exprefs his fenfe of the fourth Refolution, the
prefent fubje& of debate, when he ftated, the fieve of pro-
vender offered to the fleed in ome hand, with a bridle in the
other £ W ho could forget the beautiful figure the fame gen-
tleman uvfed, to exprefs his fenfe on the Eaflt India trade ;
a matter which had never been touched on that Houfe, but
had ‘been thrown in as mere paper and packthread, when
he fpoke of the eternal boom placed againft Ireland from the
Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan 2 Party had
been mentioned ; that the Right Hon. gentleman was a
party-man in the difputes of England, it was impoffible he
fhould deny; and his obfervations -upon the parties there
would be received, he doubted not, accordingly. But what
had that Houfe, or any other Member of it to do with their
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party ?  As for himfelf, he noticedthefe things in juftice to
thofe who fpoke there as the friends of Ireland :—he owed
them no obligation as a party, and he {corned to be 2 mean
dependant upon any party.

Much pains, he faid, had been taken in ftating the
fyftem of the Minifter, to place the fourth Refolution on a
footing with the condition annexed to the grant of the
Colony trade in 1780 ; but there was, indeed, a material f
difference ; that in 1780 was a liberty propofed to Ireland,
to trade directly with the Colonies upon certain conditions,
to which Ireland anfwered by addrefs only, that fhe was
thankful for the favour it conveyed, but bound herfelf to
no acceptance of it. In confequence fhe thought fit, in-
deed, to make ufe of it at pleafure ; but, in.the prefent
cafe they are invited to a compact, in which they are to bind
themfelves to that trade upon certain conditions, and which
conditions they, by the compaé? itfelf, ftipulated to perform ;
and at the moment they were invited to enter into this com-
paci, they were told that the conditions, (which were a part of
1t,) depended upon themfelves; whenever therefore they
chofe to get rid of it, they might ceafe to perform the
conditions, and fo get rid of the compadt. =~ And are two na-
tions faid he, to enter into a compaét, and that as permanent
and final, in contemplation of fueh mean and pitiful fub-
terfuge by which to creep out to promife to perform, what
they intend to break, to falfify their word, and facrifice
their honour ; from fuch council the honeft mind turns
with contempt, while it defpifes the advifer. Such pitiful
evafions to cover the real nature of this bufinefs, which
can never appear to be any other than an infidious inva-
fion in effe@ of that conftitution, which Great Britain
has folemnly acknowledged, however dignified the attempt
‘may be by terms, are poor equivocations that but ¢ palcer
with us in a double fenfe, keeping the word of premife to
our ecars, but breaking it to our hope.” No, let each na o
tion, as they have laudably been in England, as far as
related to the interefts of the commerce of that kingdom
which they were acquainted with, be jealous of their own
concerns ; but let: them meet in fentiments of honourable
and noble fecling towards each other. At the fame time,
as they take care of theirs, fo let us take care of our rights
and interefts. He faid the principle of this meafure was as
abfurd as inadmiffible ; two nations, unequal in all things, |
could never be equally affeéted by one and the fame law.

He would be a wretched quack who would adminifter to all
: patients,

—
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patients, in all complaints, the fame noftrum. Who had
not laughed at Footc’s doctor ordering his man 'to phyfic
the entire ealtward, and bleed the weft of his hofpital.
No_univerfal policy could be beft in all places—the two
nations' muft, in their wifdom, meet emergencies, and
ena& in confequence fuch laws and regulations as beft
fuited each, if they would equally prote& all, fince to
two countries, unequal in all things, one and the fame
law, equally applied, would be the very eriterion of ine-
quality in effe@. But, {uppofe this matter as to conftitution
to ftand as it had been {tated, and that they had, as it was
taid, ftill a deliberative voice in paffing the laws of Eng-
land. I willadmit it, {aid he, in its greateft extent ; you will,
F'admit for a moment, have a deliberation upon your affent
or diffent = But is that the deliberative power, that confti-
tutionaliy belongs to this Houfe; that 1s the deliberative
power of the crown, it is true, and that only ; but what
15 the difference between the legiflative power of the crown,
and of the two Houfes of Parliament; have you not the
power of originating your laws, the power of altering laws ;
and befides the power of aflent or diffent; and when you
reduce yourfelf barely to the latter, are you any longer the
fame Parliament, or the famie in conftitution *—It needs no
refutation—confider too the penalty in this cafe, to affe&
your affent and diffent under this fettlement, and then
fay, whether even as to'that, you do not deliberate under
the preffure of a penmalty, that muft in a’ great degree in-
deed deftroy the power of deliberation ; the penalty of the
{top of every article of the trade of the country, theuld you
refufe your mplicit alfent —And thus trifling injuries may
in ‘detail” be heaped upon you, while in defence of each
feperate encroachment, you will be truly told, that any thing
but unconditional fubmiffion to them ’is to be fure deftruc-
tion, mot only to your own univerfal trad¢, but havoc and
ruin, 'to the interefts and power of the Empire at large ;
and thus will you be induced, by repeated fubmiffien to
heap up ruin on yourfelves ;—as a legiflative body at homé
/ot will be defpifed, or you, Sir, perhaps fent trom the empty
and abfurd ftate of the foreman of a national Grand Jury,
with'that bauble on your table, to plead the canfe of the
trade ot Ireland, at the bar of thofe now your equals, then
your fuperiors; a fpectacle to gratify their ambition, and
a facrifice to their interefts ; difgraced abroad, and difpif-
¢d at home—and that which fhould aécompany you l“‘ as
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love, obedience, honour, troops of friends” you muft not
look to have, but in their ftead curfes—no longer will you
have power to prote& with premiums your manuta&ures, or
with bounties your trade ; you may fill injure it by your
power, It is true, and thus you wili be looked up to, as cer-
tain favages adore the Devil, not becaufe he is the fource
of good, but as they would avert evil. At this late hour I
dare not take up your time, to go into the fubje& in a
manner full as it would demand, and therefore I fhall
only fay, that I am a decided enemy to the principle of
the Bill ftated, and confequently an enemy to the mo-
tion.

Sir Henry Hartflonge faid a few words againit the mo-
tion.

Mr. Fobn /#a}fe, (County of Kildare) declared, he had in-
tended to have faid a few words on the {ubjed in the courfe of
the evening, but the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grattan)
on the fecond bench on the other fide of the Houfe had ur-
ged every thinf that could be faid on the fubje@ with fo
much force and eloquence, that it was unneceflary to add an
thing further ; and he fhould not have troubled the Houle
at all, but from what fell from fome Gentlemen near
him. He faid, he would vote againft the admiflion of this
Bill becaufe he difapproved the principle ; he confidered it
as an attack on the Conftitution, and were it to pafs into a
law, it would be a diflolution of the government, and
ought to be oppofed by the force of the country. Much
had been faid about the condu& of the two parties in
England—much blame had ‘been beftowed upon the Gen-
tlemen in oppofition, and much praife upon Mr. Pitt.
For his part he thought Mr. Pitt unworthy of the confi-
dence of England, becaufe he had endeavoured to injure its
interefts, and unworthy the confidence of Ireland, be-
caufe he had attacked its conftitution. Where was now,
he faid, his boaited firmnefs ? He had taughr that country
to look up to the benefits held out in the original Propo-
fitions and then deferted them ? He feemed to haye made
Propofitions oaq to recede from them, and had expofed
his friends to the obloquy and ridicule of both countries.

The condu& of the Gentlemen in oppofition in England
he confidered as bighly praife-worthy, and that they kad
given the Gentlemen of this country an example that ought
to b;“?o!&gyhd, when they thought the interefts of their
country in danger; they exerted themfclves in it; de-
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fence, and when the conftitution of Ireland was attack-
ed, they endeavoured to avert the intended injury, well
knowing, that if the Irifh conftitution was deftroyed, their
own would be in danger ; and well knowing that there was a
fecret influence, as he had mentioned on a former occafion,
which had been many years exerted againft the liberties of

both.
Mr. Rowley, jun. in a fhort fpeech obje&ed to the mo-

tion.

Sir Lucius O Brien faid—Mr. Speaker.—Though it was
my intention not to have troubled the Houfe in this ftage of
the bufinefs, yet fomething that has beenalluded to by other
Gentlemen, and more exprefsly ftated by my friend who
fpoke lately, (Mr. Corry) oblige me to depart from that
intention. It has been aflerted that every man who gives
his affent to the introdu&ion of this Bill for effe€tuating the
intercourfe and commerce between Great Britain and Ire-
land on permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual
benefit of both countries, gives his fupport to the do&trines
of the fourth Propofition of the Englith Parliament, which
are ftated to militate againit the Conflitution of Ireland.

Now, as I mean to allow the Right Hon. Gentleman to
bring in his Bill, and afterwards to affift this Houfe in ma-
king that Bill as perfe&t as may be, and as I have on former
occafions exprefled my readinefs to fecond the motion of an
Hon. Friend on the other fide, that this Houfe will retain
undiminifhed the free and full exercife of the fole and ex-
clufive authority at all times to legiflate for Ireland, com-
mercially and externally as well as internally ; and as Tam
ftill ready to give him the fame fupport, I feel miNelf bound
to thew that thefe fentiments are not inconfiftent.

I truft, Sir, I have been found as little difpofed as any
man to barter a free Conftitution for Trade, 1, becaufe I
hold the great rights of the people to be unalienable by Par-
liament, and that fuch an attempt would be 7p/o facio void 3
and fecondly, becaufe Free Trade (however cherifhed) can
only thrive in the foil of a FreeConftitution. And I am ready
to fay, that when I firft faw the Englifh Propofitions as they
were fent down to our Reprefentatives, I thought the fourth
Propofition exceedingly exceptionable. The Propofitions
however had been formed amid contrarient fentiments, 1n
the heat of debate and with amendments, firft fuggefted on
the moment of their adoption, (circumftances not always

the moft happy to produce precifion in our expreflions) ; and
therefore
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therefore I'was willing to give the Parliament of our fifter
kingdom the fame liberty, I could notdeny to any indivi-
dual, the liberty of expreiling the fenfe they wifhed to have
affixed to their own expreflions. That meaning feemed to
me to have been fufficiently defined in the addrefs of both
Houfes, after deliberation “and without a negative, and to
which the third branch of the Legiflature had added the
fané&ion of its approbation. This addrefs had afferted the
legiflative Rights of Ireland, and that the Britith Parlia-
ment would ever hold thofe as facred as their own. The
Bill brought in in confequence of thisaddrefs had expreffed
the fame fentiments, if poffible ftill ftronger ; and 1 con-
fefs, with thefe declarations and with the power which I
felt were inherent in the Irith Parliament—as an indi-
vidual I was fatisfed. ‘The people, however, had confi-
dered the Propofitions only, and had very generally ad-
drefled this Houfe td prote& the rights of the conftitution ;
I thought their laft petitions were intitled not only to
refpect but to an anfwer, and that my Hon. Friend’s” Re-
folution was that proper parliamentary anfwer. W hen that
was given, I thought the Houfe might, in the moft perfeét
manner, give this effe&, by an inftru&ion to the Com-
mittee who were to prepare the Bill, to infert a claufe,
which fhould declare it to be a fundamental and effential
condition of the fettlement, and upon which the duration
thereof muft depend.  ‘That the laws for regulating trade
and manufa&ure, fo far as relates to the fecuring exclufive
privileges to the fhips and mariners of the two kingdoms,
and fo far as they conferred the fame benefits and impofed
equal reftraints, fhould be the fame in both kingdoms.
And therefore enalting, that all fuch laws, (fo far as they
related to fuch exclufive privileges, and confined fuch be-
nefits and impofed fuch reftraints) which now exifled in Great

Britain, fhould alfo be in force and full effe@ in Ireland.
And this the Houfe muft do, cither by inverting all fuch
claufes of the Britifh laws, paragraph by paragraph, in the
Irith Bill, or bzgem:ral terms, (including the whole) as in
Mr. Yelverton®s Bill. I wifh alfo that a fimilar reftriion
fhould be given'with relpe& to the duties on Colony pro-
duce. AndI am confident this, with the claufe at prefent
in the Bill, afferting the fole right of the Parliament of
Ireland to make laws to bind this country, will be fatisfac-
tory to every difpatfionate man in Ireland, and I think muft
be fatisfa@ory to Great Britain alo, for it admits their prin-
U ciple
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ciple of perfe& and continued equality. It carries that prisi-
ciple into effe@, asfar as we think by the Conftitution we
have any power to go, and if ever new regulations may be
required, there can be no doubt of the affent of Ireland to
what is neceffary for the empire, and muft confer equal be-
nefit on both kingdoms. | '

W hen this fhall be done, I fhall not fear even to meet
the refpeétable Member for the City of Dublin upon the
commercial part of the bufinefs, and I pledge myfelf to de-
monftrate that Ircland by this Bill will. receive very great
aqd permanent commercial advantages ; that we muft thort-
ly'become a manufaduring, trading and opulent nation.
‘The manufa&urers of Britain are univerfally of this opini-
on; I know one Houfe here in the Cotton manufaéure
that hasalready got two partners from England with 60,000l
upon 2 fuppofition that this fyftem will take place. In the
evidence before the Britifh Parliament, one Gentleman of
Manchefter, who ftates, that he pays 27,000l. a yearin
duties, declares his intention of forminga conne&ion in
Ireland to a very confiderable amount. I have.in my pock-
et a letter from that very Mr. Smith, who fo very illiberal-
iy and fo very unjultly has fcattered about his abufe on all
his brethren who came here before him, and have his letter
to the Linen Board, offering to come himfeif here and fo-
licit encouragement. I know thereare Gentlemen of Man-
chefter this.moment in this Houfe for the fame purpofe and
watching this event. :

Colonel Gore (who had retired to take fome little refrefh-
ment); as the queftion was going to be put, requefted the
Houle to hear him for a minute or two and no more.——
He faid, he did not with to delay the decifion on this im«
portant_queftion ;—after the fatigue of a fitting of feventeen
hours, which bore hard on the conftitutions of the moft
robuft, buf too feverely on the fair (who honoured them
with their attention). He faid, he had never predecided
on any matter to be agitated in that Houfe, nor did he ever
pledge himfelf before a debate to thofe he reprefented (which
at this inftant he deemed to be the whole people of Ireland)
further than to take the part that became an honeft man
and a friend to his country.—He faid, that to the belt of
his unprejudiced judgment, he alted up to thofe charadters,
in voting ior the admiflion of the Bill ; and for thofe rea-
fons, founded on the excellent arguments of that night, or
day, or both, (call it as they would,) firft; that it ratified,
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in the firongeft and moft folemn manner, their Conftitu-
tion, and fecured their Independency.—Secondly, that it
put it into their power to become a rich and refpeitable
people.—Thirdly, that it rendered the two countries one,
as to operation and effe@—Ileaving that antient kingdom in
diftin&, full, and feperate poffeflion of every circumftance
of honour, refpe&, and confequence.
. The queftion being then loudly called for, the Houfe di-
vided,

Ayes 127

Noes 108 _
Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Gardener and Mr. Maere.
"Tellers for the Noes, Mr. (' Nei/ and Mr. Conolly.

As foon as the Houfe was refumed, Sir Hercules Lang-
rifbe moved the queftion of adjournment,

MTr. Flood rofe, and fpoke to order, He afked the chair,
whether the Bill was not a Money Bill ? in which cafe, he
conceived it could not be brought in till the fubje& matter
of it had been fubmitted to the confideration of 2 Commit-
tee of Supply, and they had ordered in a Bill. Mr. Flood
faid, he meant, on Monday, to move a Refolution ground-
ed on the fourth of the Britith Propofitions, which he con-
fidered as a derile@tion of the independence of the Parlia-
ment of Ireland. Previous, therefore, to their agreeing to
difcufs any Bill founded on the Britith Refolutions, he
thought it highly neceffary for that Houfe to refolve, that
it would retain its conftitutional legiflative rights undimi-
nifhed. There being a ery of move /! move/ Mr. Flood
faid, if the Honourable Baronet would confent to withdraw
:he queftion of adjournment, he would move his Refo-

ution.

Sir Henry Cavendifb rofe to hint to Gentlemen on the
other fide, to think no more of the Bill. Sir Henry con-
gratulated his countrymen on the Minority they had juit
feen ; that Minority, if the Bill were perfifted in, he had
no doubt, would prove a Majority.

Mr. Conolly faid, when a Minority had gone fo very near
to cruth a meafure of Government, that meafure could not
be perfifted in.  Notwithftanding his refpec, therefore,
to the Right Honourable Gentleman, he muft declare, that
he had never given a vote with greater fatisfaction, than
his vote of that day, from his convi@ion that it tended to
promote the peace of the Empire, and to prevent the dan-
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gerous confequences that he forefaw to both kingdoms, if
the bufinefs was permitted to go on. He wifthed, he faid,
10 get rid of the Bill in the civilet manner poflible; and,
perhaps, to move to put off the further confideration of it
till a long day, was as good a method of difpofing of it as
could be adopted.

Mr. Flsod faid a few words more, in order to imprefs the
Houfe with an idea, that it was abfolutely neceflary to come
to a Refolution of the fort he had ftated.

Sir Edward Newenham advifed Government for the fake
of peace and their own honour, to drop allfurther proceed-
ings in this bufinefs, as the divifion was a victory on the
fide of the people, he wifthed that they would let his Hon.
Friend’s motion take place, that the whole kingdom might,
by that night’s poft, be relieved from its anxiety for its le-
giflative rights—This was, indeed, a proud- day for Ire-
land, to fee fo numerous a band of patriots, clofely attend-
ing their duty for 18 hours.—Men of rank and property—
men in whom the people did and would confide—Did Mi-
niftry with for a further amputation of the Britifh empire !—

The queftion being then called for, the IHoufe divided at
nine in the morning.—Ayes for the adjournment, 120—

Noes 104.
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On MONDAY, Auguft 15, 178s.

R. Orde, upon prefenting the Bill, begged leave to

be indulged with a few words. He would not then, he

faid, remind the Houfe of the proceedings that had taken
place with regard to the meafure, after having had fo many
opportunities of expatiating upon it : He would do no more
than juft obferve, that the meafure had been undertaken,
in obedience to the commands of that Houfe, by the go-
vernment of both countries, fo far as to proje& and bring
forward a Propofition for their mutual benefit. With that
view he had the honour of having moved for leave to bring
mn the Bill then in his hand, and he hoped the contents of
it would effe@ually anfwer the purpofe : He had declared
that on no ground whatever could thofe who had engaged
in it have any view or fatisfaélion in propofing the
Bill, than as it might tend to attain that obje&. It was
but juftice to thofe who had done government the honour
of their fupport, to fay thus much, as he was convinced that
thofe who enjoyed moft of its confidence, never would have
advifed or recommended a meafure that had not that ftamp.
Under this idea, he had taken the liberty of applying for
leave tobring in a Bill ; and, having done fo, he wifhed to
have it underftood, that it was his defire that full time {hould
be given for the confideration of it. In reality, he had ef-
fected his duty, when he had brought it to the period
of it’s being laid before the publick. From that moment he
thould confider it to be in their pofleffion, to do with it as
they pleafed. He thould, therefore, wifh to colle& opinions
upon it ; and, with that view, after bringing up the Bill,
he thould move to have it printed, that the people might ex-
amine and underftand it, and that Gentlemen might have
an opportunity of confulting their Conftituents, and col-
le&ing the fenfe of the country upon it. From what had
@ pafled.
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paffed in that Houfe onthe laft day that they had affembled,
he was induced to fuppofe that a confiderable time would be
neceflary for that purpofe. This opinion, it was true, arofe
from a minority of the Houfe, yet that minority was of fuch
a nature, and fo compofed, that the Gentlemen who form-
ed it, might be well fuppofed to know the fenfe of the
country, for which reafon he fhould be forry not to
pay f{ufficient refpe& to them. Notwithﬁanding there-
fore, that he was ftill decidedly of the fame opinion
with regard to the mealfure that he ever had entertained,
yet as one great obje& was to enforce the juftification
of government, and the friends of government, it was
highly neceffary that the Bill fhould be feen and confi-
dered. He would, with this view move that it be printed,
and having done {o, he did not intend making any further
motion refpeéting it during the prefent feflion. His reafon
was, he thought the publick much miftaken in the opinicn
they had formed of it, and therefore he was anxious that
they {hould fec it, as the Minifter withed only to proceed in
concurrence with the fentiments of the people, having no
view but the benefit and advantage of the country, nor would
hedefire to do any thing with the meafure, unlefs it thould
2ppear to have that ftamp upon it. = He thought he had per-
fected his duty when he had brought it before the publick.
It’s further progrefs maft be by a motion from them; and
as it had been the general opinion that it would be defirable
that the feflion fhould elapfe without further confideration of
it, in order to give the country time to refle& upon it, he
thould proceed in that way. When the next feffion com-
menced, the country would have had fufficient time to con-
fider it, and might take fuch further fteps refpe@ing it,
as they thought proper.

Mr. Fiood faid, the Right Hon. Gentleman had antici-
vated hinr ih a manner that very well became him. He
faid he would not objeét to reading the Bill, as he might do,
on theprecedent of that very feffion, afforded in the cafe of
the Judges Bill. As to the motion for printing;, he might
obje& to thata fortieri. Buthe would forbear.—Mr. Flood
talked of the Bill being a deceit-on'the publick ; and that it
was eventually founded upon the twenty Propofitions-of the.
Britith (Parliament 3 by one of which, 1t was declared to be
a fundamental and effential condition, that the Parliament
of Freldnd fhould pafs the fame laws as the Parliament of
Cieat Britain. It became, therefore, highly neceffary for that

Houfe to make a declaration, that it was determined to re-
tain



¢ 15%; )

tain its legiflative rights undiminithed. 'This he faid, would
prevent the folly of reviving a meafure which the Right Hon.
Gentleman hac{ declared his intention of abandoning.

M. Orde faid he only withed to make himfelf underftood.
By what he had before faid, he meant that the Bill would
be before the country. 'The country would fee it, and . it
would not fignify on what it was founded. Let the coun-
try fee, if in every refped, it was not fuch a fettlement as
would be advantageous for Ireland. He wifhed to have the
Bill printed only with that view, and to fhew that he had
done his duty. - With regard to another feflion, it would
depend upon the Country what fhould then be done with
the Bill.  Asto his taking it up or not, he begged to be
underftood as not having faid one fyilable.

Mr. Rowiey, fenior, in a fhort fpeech faid, he thought
government had behaved exceedingly handfome in ading
in the manner they had done with the Bill.

Mr. Connolly rejoiced that the great queftion was brought
to a conclufion. He profefled himfelf a friend to Great
Britain and Ireland, and that he had been extremely de-
firous of agreeing to a permanent (yftem that was likely to
unite and dovetail the two kingdoms ; but faid, he was con-
vinced the fyftem that had been propofed was likely to have

a very oppofite effe&t. He was perhaps, no great politician,,

but he withed well to his country and would do his duty.
The Houfe would remember that he had ftood in the
gap againft a free conftitution, and the reafon he did fo,
was, he thought the fituation of Ireland, in refpe& to cir-
culation and capital, by ne means equal to the fifter king-
dom, or fufficient to work upon a free confiitution when they
had it. He wifhed the two countries to go on hand in
hand, and he thought there were but two means of doing
fo. 'The conftitution they had acquired, o man could give
up. It was a queftion with the people without doors, and they
were not entitled to.abandon it. Let Ireland therefore, en-
joy bona fide, a free trade, as far as could be made com patable
with her free conftitution, and let her preferve that confti-
tution. He never could with to injure Great Britain or her
interefts, nor did he believe any man cntertained fuch a
fentiment.. Mr. Conolly proceeded to fport on the word

dave-tailyand to boaft of the vigour of the Irifli Conftitution,

and kept the Houfe on a roar for fome time with his
pleafantry.

Mr.
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M. Flosd rofe to declare, that he rejoiced at having heard
that no evil was to happen to the Conftitution for the pre-
fent feffion. He agreed with the Right Hon. gentleman
who had jult fat down, in many things which had fallen
from him, though he differed from him in fome. * He rofe,
however, principally with a view to remove the fufpicions
that had been induftrioufly fpread, that “he wifhed to
bring forward fome violent Propofition inimical to Great
Britain. He had no fuch intention, nor fuch an
idea. He always thought a commercial fyftem was a fub-
je& on which the two kingdoms neither ought, nor had
any occafion to quarrel. He had oppofed the treaty, be-
caufe it comprehended an article that affe&ted their Conftis
tution. ‘The Conftitution was ‘mot a matter for negocia-
tion—it was not a commodity for barter—it was not an article
of commerce. Though adverfe to negociate upon fuch
grounds as had been taken, he was, neverthelefs, willing to
let Enzland off fairly. He had oppofed without any indifpo-
fition to wards her ; and he could not blame the part fhe had
afed. Shehad offereda condition as afundamental andeffen-
tial principle of the treaty, which condition he reje&ted, and
would not treat on any fuch terms. Great Britain had a
right to propofe ; they had a right to reje@. He confider-
ed the Propofition that tended to bind down the Parliament
of Ireland to pafs the fame laws as the Parliament of Great
Britain, without power of deliberation, as a Propofition
that toek away their night of legiflation. Such a Propofition
was inadmiffible then, it would be inadmifitble to-morrow,
it would be inadmiffible for ever! What had paffed, had,
he obferved, had a good effett, inafmmuch as it had proved,
that the arrangems=nt- of a commercial fyftem was not a
fubje& worthy of altercation between the two countries.
They had already every right to trade that they wanted,
or that"was likely to promote their prefent intereft ; and
. any particle of commerce that they had not, was fcarce
worth having, at leaft not worth a difpute. They bad a
right of trading with any part of the world that chofe to
trade with them. What could they defire more ? Every
thing neceflary to be done, muft be left to regulation, to
be fettled, from time to time, between the Parliaments of
the two countries, as the preflure of the occafion fhould
require. It was, he faid, abfurd to attempt to bind up the
legiflature to any fixed and permanent fyftem. Such an
idea was ridiculous and impra&icable from the very nature

of
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of the fubjed, it being the chara@eriftic of commerce to be
variable and flu@uating. What, therefore, at one period
might be a wile and falutary regulation, might prove di-
reétly the reverfe at another. That Great Britain could
have nothing to fear from leaving matters in their prefent
fituation, he contended, was manifeft, from the paft con-
du& of Ireland. They had never fhewn the leaft indifpa-
fition to the fifter kingdom fince they had obtained their
free Conftitution. In no one inftance had they refufed or
negle&ted to follow the example of England in adopting
any meafyre that fhe took with a view to promote and
preferye the commerce and navigation of the Empire. A
{yftem, therefore, like that propofed in the Bill, was alto-
gether unneceffary. Great Britain had fairly confented to
their freedom of trade : they muft not, could mat, there-
fore, give up a particle of their free Conftitution, nor
ought Great Britain to defire it. But, after what had hap-
pened, it became neceflary that they fhould declare their
determinations to retain their legiflative rights. With that
view, and with that view only, did he wifh to move the Re-
folution which he held in his hand. He wifhed not to thew
the fmalleft degree of chagrin at what had pafled, which
he was ready to confider as a negociation that England had
a right to commence, though it contained a fundamental
and eflential condition, that Ireland could neither accept
nor confent to treat upon.—Mr. Flood, after a few gene-
ral obfervations, read his Refolution, the fubftance of
which was as follows :

“ RESOLVED, That we hold ourfelves indifpenfibly bound not to
enter into any engagement to give up the fole and exclufive right of the
Irifh Parliament to legifiate for Ireland ; and that ws are determined
to retain inyiplate its right and agtherity to legiflate in all cafes whatever,
as well externally as internally,”

Mr. Holmes.—1 had ljttle intention, and (il lefs incli=
nation, to take any part in this dcbate, but the turn it
took upon the laft night, and the refle@ions fome gentle-
men thought proper to throw out, makes me think it ne-
ceffary to avow tgp motives and principles of my vote, and
to difclaim thofe that haye been falfely imputed to the
Gentlemen who %in&d in that vote.

It has been con _dcnﬂy faid, that to vote for the introduc-
tion of this Bill, was corruptly and bafely to furrrender
the legiflative riﬁhts of Ireland. The affertion, Sir; is as
rc_plg;f ith malice, as it is deftitute of truth. What is

‘%tq of the qubﬁio:’g? Several gentlemen, high
11
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in ftation, refponfible from office, and of the moft unble-
mifhed reputations, defire leave to bring in a Bill—for
what ?—To fettle a commercial arrangement between the
two countsies, on the broad bafis of mutual intereft and equal
juftice. 'Was there ever any Bill'that had a more plaufible
title ? Was there ever any Bill had a more defirable obje& ?
And yet gentlemen refufe permiffion to introduce fuch a
Bill, and to vote for it is to betray the deareft interefts of
your country ! Is there any man fo wickedly and perverfely
ignorant of every principle of parliamentary rule, and
indeed of common fenfe, as to maintain, that in voting
for the introdu&ion of the Bill, that you bind yourfelf to,
adopt either its principle or its rcgu?;tions. It 1s moft
notorioufly known to the moft ignorant Member of the
Houfe, that in all its different ftages cvery man is at his
tiberty to combart the principle or to alter the regulations it
contains. They are averfe to fuffer the Bill to be brought in,
becaufe it would then appear from the moft irrefragable evi-
dence, that -the Bill does not contain thofe pernicious
claufes, which they, without knowing what it Is, affert
that it does.—Sir, the interefts of Great Britain and freland
are fo intimately blended, that there is not a rational man
in either country, that is not convinced, that they muft
ftand or fall together.—Is then an attempt to fettle the
jarring and difcordant interefts of rival merchants and
manufadurers a crime of fo henious a nature ? and if this
Bill is not calculated to effeGtuate fo defirable a purpofe,
why refufe to take it into confideration ? How will you
frame a proper Bill for that purpofe, if you refufe to enter
into the difcuffion of it ¥ Surely, Sir, it would be a defira-
ble purpofe to guard againft an acrimonious rivalthip in
trade or manufa@ure, a competition of this kind leads to a
commercial feparation, if not hoftility; a commercial fe-
aration leads to a national one, and a national feparation,
1 will boldly affirm, is the fure and certain road to ruin.
Sir, it 'would be vain and idle in me to enter into any dif-
cuffion of the detail of the meafure, which I underftand
3s How to be given up, and I only rofe to refcue myfelf, and
thofe gentlemen who voted on the fame fide, from that
obloquy and calumny which was {o unjuftly levelled at them.
M. Ogle rofe to complain of his fpeech of Friday having,
been” mifreprefented in one of the morning papers.  Mr.
Ogle repeated the general tenor of his arguments in the
frrmer debate, declaring that he had then voted to give,
kave for the adwiffion of the Bill, that the people of lirc;,
| n
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land might know what had been propofed, and that the
fenfe of the Irifh nation might be colleéted upon it ; faying
at the fame time, that their opinion fhould regulate his
conduét. :

Mr. Connlly bore teftimony to the explanation of Mr.
Ogle, and faid he was fure the honourable Gentleman was
mncapable of any other conduét.

The queftion was then put, * that the Bill be read a firft
time,” which was agreed to. :

The Clerk began to read the Bill.

Mr. Flood defired it might- be read fhort. :

The Attorney General thought, the longer it was réad and
the more underftood, the better, and thofe Gentlemen that
were fo extremely averfe to the Bill would, he faid, do well
to liften to 1t, that they might fee if any of their obje&tions
were founded. ' ,

Mr. Flood confented to hear it at length, in order to fhew
how unfortunate thofe Gentlemen were, who had miffed it.

The Clerk had proceeded a page or two, the Houfe all
the time fhewing little or no attention, when, .

Genzral Cunningham rofe and remeonitrated againft the
abfurdity of thus walting the time of the Houfc and giv-
ing the Clerk the trouble to read what no Gentleman lif-
tened to. The Bill, hé obferved, was meant to be print-
ed ; it would then come fairly before the public, and then
let the world judge, let every man who read i, form his
own opinion of the contents. :

The Bill was read fhort, ordered to bé printed ; and,

Mf_. Orde rofe; and moved ¢¢ that the Houfe adjourn till
that day three weeks.” o 2 :

Mr. Hartley faid, he depénded on the right honourable

_Gentleman’s promife that nothing further fhould be moved

refpeéing the Bill that feffion, but he had, he faid, in his
hand, a petition. from a very full and refpe&able mecting
of the citizens of Dublin, held that day, at the Royal
Exchange, at which their chief Magiitrate had prefided.
In that Petition, the citizens exprefled their humble and
refpeful confidence in the virtue of Parliament, and pray-
ed the Houfe toreje&t moft ftrongly that fyftem which the
right honourable Gentleman had propofed on F riday, al-
furing the Houfe that in miaintaining their legiflative and
conftitutional rights, they would give them every fup-
port i%t--' ir power. Mr. Hartlcy obferved that'., thc'rcafon
affigned for printing the Bill, namely, that it might be

N X 2 generally
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generally underftood, and that the fenfe of the pc(?pfé
ought to be colle&ed upon it, was, in his mind, 4n idle
and ill-founded pretence, becaufe the fentiments of the
people upon the fubjeét were already well known. The peti-
tion that he held in his hand was orie proof that they were fo.

The queftion of adjournment having being moved and fe-
conded, the petition could not be received, :

After fome little conteft, one fide of the Houfe calling for
the queftion of adjournment, and the other for Mr. Flood's
motion,

Sir Henry Cavendijp faid a few words, and at the fame
time begged to remind theé Houfe that the queftion of ad-
journment was to be confidéred as a previous queftion.

Mr. O’Hara faid, the Refolution propofed by the Hon.
Member (Mr. Flood,) was no more than a declaration of
their rights of independence; and that the legiflature was
determined to fupport its independence : this was a right
they had to declare whenever they thought proper, and no
other body of men, whatever, had a right to take offence,
becaufe they did fo. He feverely cenfured the queftion of
adjournment, and faid, it was prefled to prevent them
from coming to the refolution propofed by the Hon..Member
on the floor ; it partook of the fpirit and principle of, and
was derived from the fame fource withthe 4th Propofition,
which no man in the Houfe or in the nation, dare to defénd.

. The public mind was defervedly alarnied by the nefarious

attempt made on their conftitution and commerce, and it
was proper this, or fome other refolution of the fame na-
ture, fhould be entered into to quiet it; it was proper fome
affurance fhould be given them by Parliament, that their
liberty was fecure in the virtues of the legiflature : this refo-
lution was neceflary, whether they went on with the Bill
or not. Ifthey went on with the Bill, it was right to cut
away all hope from the Minifter of England, of fucceeding
in his laudable proje& of robbing them of their legiflative
power ; if they did not go on with the Bill, it was right te
tell the people fo.
~ From the great pains he had feen Adminiffration put it-
felf to, to encreafe, by the creation of new places and the
diftribution of new penfions, its already too great influ-
ence, he fufpeéted they had fome very dangerous obje& in
contemplation, that required extraordinary exertion and
extraordinary corruption through that Houfe. He did not
indeed imagine the danger was fo great or imminent
as the prefent Bill proved to be. He warned Gen-
tlemen of the danger, and of the too great influence of Mi-
nifters,

Sl et
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nifters, By which neither conftitution or commercé could
be fafe. - Y

To a variety of remarks on the eleven Irifli and thé twen-
ty Enﬁhﬁl Propofitions he added a comparifon of them one
with the other, and after explaining the nature and extent
of the irreciprocities introduced by Mr. Pitt and his friends
in England, he fhewed that thefe difadvantages to Ireland
were not confined to her intercourfe with Great Britain, but
that, if fhe adopted the Right Hon: Secretary’s Bill, fhe would
extend by her own aét to render nugatory whatever foreign
trade England would fuffer the appearance of to remain a-
mong them. The refolution would, he faid, be neceffary as
a criterion of the Bill. Minifters had afferted they were dri-
ven to the prefent fettlement by difcontents in Iréland— But
if Ireland was difcontented, fuch a remedy furely was 4 very
unlikely mode to content her—It was a curious way to con-
tent a people, that complained of being deprived unjuftly of
a portion of their trade, to take away the remainder. He
faw greater oppofition rifing from the fyftem than ever was
experienced in that country, as the Right Hon. Gentle-
man’s Bill inftead of being calculated to give contentmient
feemed intended for no other purpofe than the promotion
of keeneft difcord. If it were not, he taid, for Adminiftration
themfelves, oppofition would not in Ircland fhew its
face.

What would be the confequence ? An union of legifla-
ture, would ina great meafure refult from the adoption of
the ﬁillz the tendency of which would be to reduce Irelind
to the ftate of a province.~To ftreat her as Amierica was
treated before her own virtue, and the favour of Providence
fet her loofe from her chains—to opprefs her commerce
whenever it fuited the intereft or pleafed the fancy of any
petty town in England — to fop up her ports whenevet the
Englith merchant thought it convenient to call into a&ion
his thirft of monmepoly. From external, the tranfition
would be found eafy to internal taxation, as it would be no
dilficult matter to ffast a queftion whether this or that was a
port duty or ah ialand excife. Asto the option, that, in-
ftead of being a remedy, made the Bill if poffiblé ftill more
pernicious. . He had heard and read of many Minifters of
wonderful talents in the art of deftroying their enemies.
But they muft yicld to the author of this Jair and reci-
procal fyflem : No Minifter was ever more plaufible in
deftroying his enemy than this young man had proved
himfelfto be in ruining the only friend remaining to his
country.

Sir
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Mr. Conolly obferved, that it was the fenfe of the Houfé
that the meafure fhould be put an end to, and the right hoti.
Secretary had done fo, - that day. The right honourable
Gentleman had, he faid, taken a great deal of pains to ferve
them, but it had not been in his power. The fyftem he
had brought in had been founded upon principles that
could not fucceed : but that was now at an end, if he un-
derftood him rightly. .

Mr. Orde faid, he thought he had performed his part in
bringg the Bill to that period. He had introduced it in
obedience to the commands of the Houfe; it was now be-
fore the Public; and whenever it was taken up again, it
muft be taken up by the Pablic. - '

Mr. Conolly then faid, he thought the matter {ettled, and, in
that cale, the queftion of adjournment was to be confidered
as a previous queftion upon the Refolution propofed to be
moved by the Right Hon. Gentleman near him ; and there-
fore every Gentleman who voted for the queftion of adjourn-
ment, would vote intrinfically againft the Refolution.  Mr.
Conolly took that occafion to declare, that he had no doubt of
the honour of the Right Hon. Gentleman’s intention : what
he had juft faid had confirmed him in it. As the Refolution,
however, clearly afcertained the fentiments of that Houfe
with regard to the Conftitutional and Legiflative Rights of
Ireland, and as that was a point on which a doubt ought not
to hang, he muft unavoidably vote for the Refolution, if it
was put. But if the Right Hon. Gentleman would fay that
he never meant any thing injurious to the Conftitution, he
would endeavour to perfuade the Right Hon. Gentleman
off his intention of urging the Refolution.

Sir Edward Newenham. Can you think of adjourning
before you calm the minds of the people ? Will you add op-
preffion'to. infult ? There are Bills of national confequence
ready for the Royal Affent; you pafled the Hay Bill con-
trary to the rules of Parliament ; in one day it was moved
for, read, engrofled, and paffed both Houfes. Will you
adjourn before that Bill receives the Royal Affent? The {pi-
rit of the people will not fubmit to the daftardly expedient of
a previous queftion ; the peace, the future profperity of this
nation depends on the decifion of this night. And I will
add the fame of Great Britainy I love the Britifh nation,
and I with to ferve them, when it does not militate againft
the Legiflative or Commercial Rights of Ircland. -

£
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Mr. George Ponfonby {aid, the queftion before the Houfe

was a_queftion of adjournment, and the only reafon why
they were defired to vote againft it was, in order to vote a

Refolution affertive of the Conftitution of Ircland. Now he.

was againft any fuch motion, and would vote for the quef-
tion of adjournment —

Mr. Flood interrupted Mr. Ponfonby, to ftate that his
Refolution faid, they would not relinguifh their Conftitu-
tional Rights. The words went not to affert, but to retain,
as the fenfe of the motion was: ¢ We hold ourfelves hound
to retain, and not to enter into any engagements to give up
&C- &C-”

Mr. G. Ponfonly faid, that was what he fuppofed the
motion to be, and would therefore vote againft ir. To
what purpofe fhould they vote, that they would retain their
Conftitutional Rights ?* Who imagined that they would
give them up ? Was not that night a proof that they were
determined to preferve their Conftitution ? The fulleft proof
that could be defired! Why then vote a Refolution that
implied, that there ever had exifted an intention on their
part to abandon their Legiflative Rights? Befides it did
more: The Refolution committed that Houfe with the Par-
liament of England. Suppofec they were to pafs the Refo-
lution, would not they imply to al{mankind by it, that the
Parliament of England had attempted to refume the Confti.
tution of Ireland ? Were they prepared for war ? Would they
venture peace for a word, a form, a nothing ? Were the
ready for war ? The words of the Refolution gave the lie
to the Addreffes of the two Houfes of the Britifh Parliament,
and were therefore highly obje&ionable. He afked, had any
man made an attack upon their Conftitution ? If not, the
Refolution was unneceflary. He afked again, were the
prepared to quarrel with Great Britain ? If not he fhould
fuppofe it rath to hazard a quarrel by an intemperate and
unwife Rcfolution_ neither called for by the occafion, nor
juftified by the preflure of any neceffity.

Mr. Dennis Daly faid, he would trouble the Houfe with a
few words only. {Ic would vote for the adjournment ; and
his reafon was, becaufe he thought the Relolution that had
been offered by the Hon. Gentleman on the floor, was
wholly unneceffary. The Right Hon. Secretary had talked
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to the Houfe in a ftyle that muft haye been highlg fatisfac-
tory to all of them.  He had fairly fubmitted the Bill to the
confideration of the country, and left it for them to decide
whether it fhould be proceeded upon any further. He de-
fired to know what more could be wifhed for? And was
clearly of opinion that no Refolution humiliating to the
Parliament of Great Britain was either neceflary or proper.
— He put the cafe, that the Refolution then propofed
had been moved and agreed to, and the Addrefs of the two
Houfes of the Britifh Parliament had followed ;3 would not
that Addrefs have fatisfied them completely? If fo, and

1

he believed no Gentleman would queftion it, the Addrefs

having preceded the Refolution, the Refolution was ren-
dered wholly unneceffary. Mr. Daly faid, he had been ac-
cidentally abfent from the Houfe, on Friday; but, as he
did not wifh to fhelter himfelf under the plea of accidental
abfence, thinking it highly unbecoming for any man to take
refuge under fuch an excufe, when a’ great Conftitutional
queftion called for his opinion, he would {{ate what would
have been his condué, had he been prefent. If there, he
certainly fhould have voted for giving leave to bring in the
Bill, in order that the country might have it hefore them ;
but when he had done fo, he had very little hope of being
able to fupport it farther.

Mr. Griffith urged, that the Parliament of England had
afferted the rights of Ireland. He afked therefore whether
the Parliament of Ireland was willing to affert its own rights
or not ?

Mr .Curranrofe to oppofe the motion for adjourning, un-
til the refolution which had been juft read fhould be difpo-
fed of. He faid, he knew too well the manlinefs of the
Right Hon. Gentleman’s mind, (Mr. Daly) who had {poken
Taft, not to rely on his fupport if he could only convince his
judgment. And that, he hoped might be done even by the
arguments adduced by the Gentleman who had preceded
him (Mr. Ponfonby) in fupport of a contrary qpinion.
"That Gentleman had objeéted to the intended refolutian as
unneceflary, as cafting a dire& refleétion on the condué
of Great Britain, and as tending to commit the Parliaments
of the two nations. As to the laft obfervation he would
not defcend to examine it 3 whether it was an argument ad-
dreffed to their fuppofed timidity or their wifdom, he would
feave to the magnaminity of the Houfe to determine.

As
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As tothe two former obje&ions, he did not think them
founded in fa&. 'The refolution caft no refleétion on the
Minifter of a Parliament of Great Britain. They had both
exprefly acknowledged the independence of Ireland : It could
not therefore be difrefpe@ful in them to adopt a refolution
exprefling the fentiments, nay almoft repeating the words
of his Majefty and thetwo Houfes of the Britifh Parliament.
He would therefore fupport the refolution, becaufe it was
not either hoftile or difrefpeful to Great Britain, but be-
caufe it was indifpenfibly neceflary to Ireland, as a refolu-
tion intimating to Great Britain in the'moft moderate man-
ner her unalterable purpofe never to furrender her confti-
tution for any confideration whatfoever; he would alfo
fupport it as a refolution reconciling the people of Ireland
to their reprefentatives, and the reprefentatives to each
other.

As to the motion for adjourning, it was no more or lefs
than a previous queftion ; a previous queftion was the piti-
ful expedient of atemporifing, atimid or a divided Parlia-
ment : but it never could be the expedient of a firm or u-
nited one. He faid the exiftence of Britifh liberty was due
to that unremitting vigilance with which it had been al-
ways guarded from encroachment. Every invafion with
which it was threatened, by the folly of Minifters or the ufur-
pation of Kings, had been conftantly checked by a conftitu-
tional affertion of liberty—fuch was Magna Charta, fuch
upwards of thirty ftatutes fo early as the fourth Henry, fuch
the petition of Right, the Bill of Rights, the A&t of Settle-
ment, fuch the recent repeal of the 6th of George I. For no
man, faid he, can think'that the Britifh liberty derived any
authority from thofe ftatuges, orthat aé&s of Parliament could
enaét conftitutional rights ; on the contrary, we are not
free becaufe Magna Charta was ena&ed, but that great
charter was enaéted becaufe we were free. Thefe rights are
therefore uniformly afferted as the birth-right of Englith-
men, as derived only from God, who has ordained that as
the fervice of himfelf is perfe@ freedom, fo all juft obedi-
ence to human government is perfe& liberty. Neither
could they think that the friends of power did not on every
one of thofe great occafions refort to fome defpicable refuge

like the previous queftion. Thefe ftatutes then, faid he,
are fo many monuments on the page of hiftory, that mark
the defeat and the folly of fuch previous queftions. They
were then fignals of unanimity and confidence to the de-
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fenders of liberty ; of alarm and intimidation to its inva-
ders, andthey fhould be now regarded as records exhibiting
the wifdom and virtue of paft ages, as examples to future,
and teaching pofterity this great lefflon :  That to be virtu-
ous is to be vigilant, and to be early is to be fucce(sful.

On this principle, he faid, he contended for the refoluti-
on. The Minifter of England had offered them a commer-
cial {yftem, which involved the dire& furrender of our
Conftitution. They were called on for fome anfwer, and this
refolution fays no more than this. ¢¢ You offcr us a {yftem of
trade, and with it, you offer us chains; we will not wear
them. 'The liberty of Ireland is notours, we will not there-
fore give it away, but ’tis our duty to maintain it, and we
willdo fo.  We will not barter the realities of Conftitution
and Liberty for the pofiibilities of Commercial benefit.”

But, faid he, Gentlemen fay ¢ mo, you do not give up
the Conftitution, for you may put an” end to this {yftem
when you chufe.” But if the Bill had paffed, Ireland he
contended, would be in flavery until it fhould be put an end
to. What madnels therefore would it be to enter into a
contract that would leave them no means of redeeming
their freedom but by violating their engagements.

But fome Gentlemen had denied. that the fourth Propo-
fition would have had any fuch tendency or effe@. He
faid it was an exprefs obligation on Ireland to adopt a par-
ticular code of laws to'be pafled in Great Britain, which
Ireland fhould regifter, but which fhe could not propound,
or alter, or repeal. It was plainly underftood fo in Eng-
land ; the Englifh merchant and manufaGurer was alarm-
ed, and with very lictle caufe, and Mr. Pitt found himfelf
oblized to do fomething to allay his apprehenfions. And
effeCtually would he have done’it ; for his 4th Propofition
would have laid the commerce as well as the conftitution of
Ircland at the feet of Great Britain. If Mr. Pitt had been
difpoled to fpeak plainly to the Britith merchant, he would
have faid, ““ do rot be alarmed at any competition of Ire-
land in your own or in foreign markets, for the 4th Pro-
poficion fhall chain down her competition. If fhe fhall
grow formidable to you in Europe, I will prefs her with
navigation laws, and fruftrate her efforts. The Weftern
llonds fhall ceafe to be the feene of torture only to the un-
happy fons of Africa; they fhall be houfes of corre&ion to
the fpirit of Irith commerce.”

Such
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Such language might Mr. Pitt have held if it had not
been unwife to alarm Iicland with fo full an avowal of his
plan.

Neither was it underftood that Mr. Fox did not prefs this
argument in a commercial view. As an Englifhman he
might have had fears of the confequences of the fyftem pro-
pofed, and it would have been inconfiftent with thofe fears
to have held out that {yftem to the Britith Monopolift in a
point of view that might have recommended it to his love
of power. But however he might think Mr. Fox an Eng-
lithman on fubje@sof commerce, he thought him_a mem-
ber of the Britifh empire on points of conftitution.

On fo facred a fubje& as the latter, he could not fuppofe
foable 2 man capable of yielding to any little motive of
party or {eafon by a declaration of any fentiments but thofe
of his heart. It needed not his.talents to know, that if the
Conftitution was dithonoured in Ireland, it was difhonoured
in England alfo It was to this principle he attributed his in-
dignation when the rights of Juries were invaded, as well
as the oppofition which he gave to a Bill that muft have
endangered the rights of the Conftitution in England by de-
ftroying them in Ireland. Thofe {ympathies, he faid,
were implanted in the heart of man for the prefervation of
liberty. It was the general and wvigorous influx and co-ope-
ration of them that achievedievery thing glorious in the
theatre of the world; it wasthat that adorned the fall at
Thermopyle, and the triumph at ;Marathon ; it was that
in America that combated with fleets and armies, and wa-
ded to freedom through flaughter and defolation 5 it was
that that wafted the fhouts of an emancipated hemi{phere
acrofs the waftes of the Atlantic, and roufed Ireland from
her lethargy ; it was that that fent her armies into the ficld
and crowned their illuftrious leader with fame and with
vi&tory—thank heaven ! nota viQory ftained with blood-—
not a victory bathed in the tears of a mother, a fifter or a
wife—not a vi&tory hanging over the grave of a Warren or
a Montgomery, and uncertain whether to triumph in what
{he had gained, or to mourn over what the had loft!

He then proceeded to defend the Refolution, as theonly way
of jultifying the majority, who had veted for bringing in the
Bill, to their conftituents. As to the minority who had faved
the country, they needed no vindication ;—but thofe who vo-
ted for the introduction of the Bill, muft have waited for the
Committee, to thew the nation that they would never affent
to'the 4th Propofition. That opportunity, he faid, could never
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arrive—The B:ll was at an end—The cloud that had been
colle&ing fo long, and threatening to break in tempeft and
ruin on their heads, had pafled harmlefs away. The fiege
that was drawn round the Conftitution was raifed, and the
enemy was gone.  Fuwvat ire et Dorica cafira and they
might now go abroad without fear, and trace the dangers
they had elcaped ;—here was drawn the line of circumval-
lation, that cut them off for ever from the Eaftern werld :—
and there the correfponding one, that inclofed them from
the Weft. < Nor let us, faid he, forget in our exultation to
whom we are indebted for the deliverance,—Here ftood
the trufty mariner (Mr. Conolly) on his old ftation the maf
head, and gave the fignal of danger.—Here (Mr. Flood)
all the wifdom of the fiate was colleted, exploring your
weaknefs and your firength, dete@ing every ambufcade, and
pointing to the hidden battery that was brought to bear on
the thrine of freedom.—And there (Mr. Grattan) was ex-
erted an eloquence more than human, infpiring, forming,
direQting, animating, to the great purpofes of your falva-
tion, &c. '

¢ But I feel, faid he, that I am leaving the queftion, and
the bounds of moderation ; but there is an ebullition in
great excefles of joy that almoft borders on infanity., I own
1 feel fomething like it in the profufenefs with which I
fhare the general triumph.” It was not, however, a triumph
which he wifhed to enjoy at the expence of the Honourable
Gentleman who had breught in the Bill, he was willing
to believe, with the beft intention.—W hatever he might
have thought before, he now felt no trace of refentment to
the Honourable Gentleman. On the contrary he withed
that that day’s intercourfe, which would probzbly be their
laft, might be marked on his part by kindnefs and refpeét.

Neither did he with to have an appearance cf triumph
over the majority of the Houfe, as if he were more a friend
to the Conftitution of Ireland than they. On the contrary
he was certain they loved it as well as he ; and he wifhed
that they would fay fo to the people, by joining in the pro-
pofed Refolution.” He wifhed both fides ot the Houfe
would partake in the joy of the efcape, as they would fhare
its advantage. And he befought them not to throw a cloud
on the general feftivity, by a fullen retufal to fhare the
comforts of the land with thofe who had, with fome peril
to themfelves, faved them from drowning, and brought
them to the fhore. ol ‘
~ But, ke faid, fome Gentlemen might be averfe to the

' AR 3 R efolution,



{9083

Refolution, through a fear of being thought to defert the
Minifter at his lat moments. As to that, he faid, the
- Right Honourable Gentleman had been let down as quiétly
as poffible, and an ufelefs adherence to him now, would,
expofe thofe ' Gentlemen to perhaps a more humilia-
ting imputation, that of an attachment to men, and not
to meafures,—for the meafure was gone down, the man only
was floating. Gentlemen who could not help him, might take
fome care of themfelves. Nor could it require all their faga-
city to difcover, that two eager a defire of the cyprefs aud
fcarf at the funeral, might make them pollibly rather late at
the coronation. '

Lord Luttrel and Mr. Molyneux rofe together, but Mr.
Molyneux_ obtained the hearing. Mr. Molyneux oppofed
the Refolution, and detended the Bill, declaring, that it
contained nothing inimical to the Conftitution, and would
have been productive of much benefit to commerce. He,
therefore, would have fupported it, from a conviétion, that
it would have proved advantageous to Ireland. Mr. Mo-
lyneux faid, he felt for the Conftitution of his country, as
much as any man, and had too great a ftake in it to give his
vote upon a national queftion, of the magnitude and im-
portance of that which had been under difcuffion, with-
out the moft rooted conviétion of the recitude and proprie-
ty of the decifion he was about to make. That which had
occupied their attention upon that day and Friday laft,
was undoubtedly of the firft importance, and no confidera
tion on earth fhould have induced him to vote for it, could
he not have done fo but upon principle.

Sir Fobn Blaguiere faid, he was happy that the Bill
was permitted to be printed, as it would fully juftify
all thofe who had taken a part in a meafure, which
when the country recovered its fober fenfes, would appear
to be highly honourable and advantageous to 1t.—He op-
pofed the Refolution before the Houfe, becaufe it was not
warranted on any ground whatfoever, and if it were, it
would be inexpedient to take fuch a precipitate ftep. The
Englith Bill was faid to affe@ to bind Ireland, and was
compared. to the American Stamp A&, and Tea Tax,
which had deluged that country in blood. He took up the
Addrefs of the iords of England, and the King’s Anfwer,
and read the lines :

‘We have thus far performed our part in this important bufinefs, and
we truft that, in the whole courfe of its progrefs, reciprocal interefts and
mautual affe@ion will infure that fpirit of union fo effentially neceffary to
the great end which the two countries have equally in view, |

et
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let the fober fenfes of gentlemen now determine upon its
merits : it would be an infult upon the underftanding of
that Houfe to fay another word upon it. :

It was the bleffing of God, he faid, that when that extra-
ordinary Refolution was moved the other night, he found an
honourable friend of his had propofed the queftion of adjourn-
ment ; or fluthed with the viétory, or fomething very like
one, which gentlemen on the other fide had gained, he
had very ftrong doubts, whether, in the phrenzy of the
moment, that mad Refolution might not have obtained the
fanétion of the Houfe : He begged gentlemen to confider,
that it was a direc attack upon the proceedings of the Par-
liament of England, and upon the condué of the King,
who, in his Anfwer had re-echoed’ what his Addrefs had
ftated : it was a libel upon the Britith Parliament, and an
impeachment of the underftanding of the King, and the
integrity of his Minifter ; in a word, it was a proceeding
which ought to revolt every difpaffionate member of the
community

He faid it was impoffible to avoid faying one word with
refpect to the fituation of his Right Honourable friend the
Secretary, after what had fallen from an Honourable Gen-
tleman on the other fide. He had been traduced without
docrs in the bafeft manner, mif-ftated and mifreprefented
within by Gentlemen on'both fides of the Houle ; betrayed
(he would ufe the ‘Word, if it did not apply to a charalter
that was incapableof intending to do 10) by fome of his
friends in England (‘he bere alluded to what had dropped from
Mr. Smith, in the lafl debate concerning what Lord Camden,
bad faid). What, faid he, fhail the man of the firft cha-
ralter, rank, and confequence in that Houfe, prefiding at
the head of his Majefty’s Councils, diftinguithed not more
for his ability than his love of Iiberty; heiitate to give a
decifive and categorical anfwer to the fimpleft of all quel-
tions, ‘W herher the fourth Kefolution did or did not bind
Ireland ? ‘It obvioufly fpoke to his underftanding, coming
from a man who was above any finifter view, that he had
1o motive but 2 doubt on the occzfion, and fuch, he con-
fefled, might warrant doubts in others; but how did it
act upon the prefent queftion > The doubt might warrant
a-diffent from the Bili, but it was fair logic to infift, that
to-warrant an aflent to the Refolution they muft take it for

fa&t,
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fa@, that he had pofitively declared it was binding to Ire-
land. However, the Bill was now gone forth, it would
bare its breaft to the world, and juftify thofe who had a
hand in framing it.—The Refolution produced was a libel
on the Britith Parliament, an infult co the King, and an
impeachment of the integrity of his Minifters ! [t was tending
to commit the two Parliaments together, and leading ulti-
mately to a feperation between the two kingdoms; and,
upon the whole, was fuch an act of defperate madnefs, as,
he trufted in his heart, no man in his fober fenfes would
fupport.

Mr. Kearney gave the Hon. Gentleman credit for his feel-
ings; he would neverthelefs recommend it to him and the
Gentlemen who voted with him on the motion of Frida
laft, to fupport the Refolution. They would thereby have
an opportunity of convincing the people without doors that
they never had entertained an intention of abandoning the
Conftitution of their country, or of fuffering it to be
trenched upon. Mr. Kearney faid, that like Cefar’s wife,
it was not fufficient that Parliament fhould be virtuous,
it ought to be unfufpeéted.

Mr. Coote faid, that in confidering the queftion before the
Houfe, he would not regard thts, or that adminiftration,
this or that party.—That he thought every man ought to en-
deavour to preferve the Conftitution, and the Independent
Legiflation they now poffefled without violation, and hand
them down to pofterity without encroachment.—So long as
the queftion was general, that was to fay, whether the Bill
fhould be admitted, or not, he had fome doubts upon his mind,
but that he would never hefitate in refufing his- fupport to
any principle that tended to fhake the Legiflative Rights of
Ircland. 'That in ceafing to legiflate, they muft ceafe to be
Independent. ‘That if they were to deliver over into other
handstheir legiflation, it would not be fo eafy a matter to re-
cover it. ‘That it was infinitely more eafy to prevent an
evil’s creeping into the Conftitution, than to eradicate that
evil when once fixed there. That he would not agree tothe
propofed Refolution, as it appeared to him unneceflary, hof-
tile to the Britith Legiflature, and inconfiftent with that dig-
nified caution, and manly wifdom which ought to govern their
condu@.  That the country could derive no advantage from
Refolution, and that there were limits, beyond which it
would be imprudent to ftep without direét provocation ; and
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as Horace fays ““ Ef modus in_rebus, funt certi denique fines
quos ultra, citraque nequit confiflere reftum.”’

Mr. Corry faid the queftion before the Houfe required
very little indeed to be faid in its fupport ; but the Hon. Gen-
tleman who had fpoken laft but one, having alluded to fomething
he had ftated relative to a Noble Peer, (Lord Camden),
he thought it neceffary again to ftate what had come to his
information upon it. He underftood that that Noble Peer
had in one debate faid, that he would never confent to part
with an iota of the 4th Refolution ; and in another, when
prefled to declare whether it was his opinion that it infring-
ed upon the Conftitution of Ireland, he had anfwered ¢¢ that
were he prefled for feven years upon that point, he would
not give an anfwer:” This, Mr. Corry faid, falling from a
Minifter and from fo wife a man, {eemed to him to have
one of thefe only two poffible meanings—either Lord Camden
thoughtitdid affe&t thelegiflative independencyot Ireland, and
he had caution and wifdom enough not to irritate that coun-
try by declaring it; or he thought it did not affe& it, and
he had unwillingnefs to offend England by declaring that
opinion.— W hich of the two motives was it defired fhould be
attributed to the Noble Peer for declining to fpeak out ?—
In the courfe of the proceedings on this bufinefs of the Right
Hon. Gentleman’s Bill, he obferved, that the Commercial
part of it had retired from public attention; and very na-
turally fince the {tage in which it has heen oppofed preclud-
ed detail, and going to principle, the great Conftitutional
queftion, a fubje& on which the country felt with fo much
{enfibility, had alone been taken up: This he was to obferve
could by no means bear a conftru&ion, that the Commer-
cial part was not highly obje&ionable’s much lefs could it
bear a conftru&ion, as had been fomewhere infinuated,
that Ircland, becaufe the refufed that particular fettlement,
had no with or demand for any fettlement whatever of her
trade : Points there were certainly, which called for fettle-
ment ; he had at the opening of the laft feflion mentioned
for one, the Eaft India trade, as had been truly ftated in a
former debate ; as he had repeatedly done alfo in that feffion.
He had likewife called the attention of the Houfe to a ftate-
ment of the Navigation A&, which had paffed unqueftioned
and undecided, as to the rights of the country: To thofe
it was his duty to call the attention of the Houfe at prefent ;
as to the former, he acknowledged he thought the prefent
tune afforded no poflibility of going into i, and therefore

that
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that it muft ncceﬂ'arily ftand over till next feflion of Par.

~ liament ; as to the latter, it was not exaétly in that fitu-

ation. - He faid, he was extremely unwilling to ftir ahy
thing which might difturb the harmony of the country fo
- {ate in the feflion, and therefore having dilcharged the duty
he owed to the Houfe, in recalling it to their recolleQioh,
he would not, unlefs ¢alled upon by the Houfe, proceed to
" move any thing on that fubje&, willing at the fame time
if called upon immediately, togo inté it. ‘This however he
would beg leave to ftate to the Right Hon. Gentleman who
prefided {o ably at the Revenue board, and to two other
Members of that board, who alfo fat there in 1779. In that
year, in the adminiftration of L.ord Buckingham, a report
of that board upon the trade of Ireland had been fent to Eng-
land when the Irith bufinefs was then under difcuffion: In
that report the board ftated, that the Navigation A& confiders
England and Ireland as one country, and affelis both alike -
It was dated the 26th of June, 1779. How that board had
adted fince giving that opinion, or how they might think fit
to a& in future; it was not his bufinefs to explarn or to con-
jeéture, it was enough for him to ftate the matter to that
board and to the Houfe, willing; as he faid, to proceed on

it, if defired fo to do. _ ;
Very naturally indeéd, all thefe things ‘had been laid
afide in the late difcuffions,  which were of a political,
hot of a commercial naturé :——It was true they paifed
Refolutions ori a Commercial adjuftment which were
fent from thence, but in return they had received a po-
litical treaty; a treaty’ whofe preliminary was the fa-
crifice of theéir Conftitution, and whofe ratification was
‘tobe the fubverfion of thaifcommerce. Théy had received
a code of Imperial law, mafked under the title of an ad-
juftment of trade.——A juft alarm had in confequence
fpread itfelf 6ver the nation : *Twas theirs to quict their ap-
prehenfions—the people were eafily led and prone to give
their confidence where it was¢ invited : Let them teach them
to look up to them with confidence, and they would be led
by their wifdom ;—Let them teach them that in their de-
Liberationsthey fympathized in a certain degree with the opi-
nions of the mation, and the nation would ceafe to delibe-
rate for itfclf—that was the true fecurity for the tranquility
of the country, that the impregndble ~prote@ion ot their
property, and that the infallible perfuafion to the nation
to retire to cultivate the bleflings of peace.—In that view,
with that conviction, and in the miI:i fpirit of true mode-
Z ration
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ration, he would vote for the motion to be propofed as tend-
ing to diminifh the apprehenfions of the people, and to efta-
blith their confidence in the Parliament of Ireland.

Mr. Beresford rofe to fet the honourable Gentleman right
with regard to the faé& he had mentioned, relative to a no-
ble Lord high in office in Great Britain, which the hon.
Gentleman feemed totally to mifapprehend. That noble
Lord, it was true had not given any anfwer to the quef-
tion that had been put to him by other Members of the
Britith Houfe of Peers; but he had not refufed to give

.an anfwer, for the reafons fuggeited by the honourable

Gentleman. After having been teized for fome time the
noble Lord had faid, that he would give no anfwer to their
queftions, that they had no right to put any fuch queftions
to him. How that could be conftruned into a declaration
that the noble Lord had not formed an opinion, or that
he entertained any doubt as to the true conftrué&ion of the
Refolution, Mr. Beresford faid, he was at a lofs to ima-
gine. No man in his fenfes could think the noble Lord’s
opinion was different from that of any other Gentleman
who read the Refolution. - As to the main queftion, could
any man alive fay that the legiflature was infringed ?
Who infringed it ? Where was it infringed ? Let thofe
whothought it was infringed, thew it! Gentlemen feemed
to him, not to have full pofleflion of their fenfes, when
they argued that the Conftitution was infringed. They
did not appear to him to have greatnefs of mind enough
to look their fituation in its face and to know what it really
was. They had been fo long unufed to external legiflation
that they feemed to fhew a weaknefs in ftaking their con-
ftitution on a Refolution of the Englith Houfes of Parlia-
ment. With regard to the Navigation A&, and the opi-
nion relative to its conftru&ion that the honourable Gen-
tleman had quoted, he could not anfwer for others, he had
never given any fuch opinion, and he was fure the ho-
nourable ‘Gentleman would not find his name fubfcribed
to the paper to which he had alluded.

Mr. Corry faid, he had not the paper about him, he
did not therefore know whether the honourable Gentle-
man’s name was fubfcribed to it or not. -

Mr. Ponfonby faid, he would vote for the queftion of
adjournment, and that he thought no juftification of the
condué&t of the majority of Friday neceflary.

Sir
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Sir Hercules Langrifbe faid, he fhould not have rifen when
. there feemed to be fo little difference of opinion in the

Houfe, had he not been called upon by an honourable
friend to explain a matter in which he might officially have
been concerned, ¢ the conflruétion of the Aét of Navigation.”
He faid, it was of very little confequence what opinion any
man entertained concerning the conftru&@ion of a law that
was to be received and executed in two diftin& countries,

He would not prefume to judge what conftruion this law

might receive before a tribunal (if any fuch could cxift)
competent to decide between the two nations; but the ac-
ceptation of the law was decided exprefsly in each by fubfe-
quent ftatutes. In Ireland, by the a& of cuftoms, (which
paffed two years after, and recognized the Navigation A&)
Britifh Plantation goods were not only importable there from
England, but importable upon one-half only of the cuftom
duty. And by the Englith a& of the rath of George the
HI- it was declared that Plantation goods could not be export-
able from Ireland to England. He admitted that the a&t was
null and void, fo faras it afféeéted to bind Ireland, but as de-
claratory of their conftruction of the A& of Navigation it was
of force, and decifive upon England ; nothing therefore re-
mained to the difcretion of the CommifTioners of the Revenue
in either country. Without a new law the Irith Commiffion-
er$ could not refufe to receive Plantation goods from England
~—without a new law the Englith Commiflioners could not
receive them from Ireland. He obferved the Honourable
Member had taken leave of the great fubject of the com-
mercial fettlement, by declarifig’ that it would be deftruc-
tive of trade and fubverfive of conftitution. It was very eafy,
he faid, for Gentlemen of quick perception and ardent feel ings
to pronounce fentence of condemnation on any meafure with-
out the formality of a trial. It was only to fubtitute autho-
rity for argument, and opinion for proof. That might fave
the people at large the trouble of judging for themfelves ; but
it might alfo fometimes betray them into errors of judgment
not their own. Infallibility was not, he obferved, the property
of man, and if it were, it would not be more likely to be found
in the lofty range of fublime genius, that in the humble paths
of common fenfe. There might be an excefs of fplendour
which might throw a glare on a fubje®, tending more to

obfcure than elucidate ; therefore, upon moft occafions, if the

people were fuffered to judge for themfelves, they would ge-

nerally inthe end, he was pcguaded,j_udge pretty juftly. They
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were not to expect revelations in politics—they muft have re-
courfe to their own commen fenfe to work out their ‘falva=
tion here. It was alfo eafy to fay any meafure was injurious to.
the country, and if that pofition be once raken for granted,
it followed of courfe to fay, that the fupporters of it were
men who had no fenfe of duty or charaéter, that they were
betrayers of their - truft, and-enemies of their country.—
That was very true, if the premifes were admitted 5 but if, on
examination, they appeared utterly deflitute of foeundation,
the whole conclufion fell to the ground, and all the in=
vective was but wafte of words. Now he was confident when
the Bill, which he had then ordered to be printed, fhould
be circulated through the country—when the clouds of pre=
judice and delufion (hould have paffed away, and the people
ihould have time to give it (what it never had had yet) a pa-
tient and impartial examination, they would blufh at their in-
fatuation, and deplore their lofs. © T'hey would then, per-
haps, commend its fupporters as the beft friends to their
country, as men who returned from the temple more jufti-
fied than others, who (poke more highly of themfelves.
The Hon. Member, he faid, has {poken with becoming
warmth of their newly acquired conftitutional rights. His at-
tachments were always warm, and well direéted. However it

was pofiible, that as that favourite obje& was purfued with all.

the tond partiality of a lover, it might ftill be regarded with
all the fond jealoufy of a lover, which fometimes entertained
fufpicion where there was no juft foundation for it ; fuch ex-
cefs was natural to devoted partiality, and though the refult,
perhaps, of the feelings, yet it was but too apt to betray the
mind into groundlefs diftruft,” and to take from wifdom her
infallibility. There was a degree of political circumf{pe&ion

that was ufeful to the country 3 but there might be a fort of

impra&icable fufpicion that walked alone—that would neither
communicate nor confide.  Another Gentleman had faid,
<< There was no need of any adjuftment or fettlement between
the two countries.”” That fentiment might reconcile him to
the motion mentioned by the Hon. Member, for certainly
no man who - thought a fettlement neceflary with England,
would fupport a motion tending fo eminently to render
that impracticable, efpecially as. they ‘muft advance to
that fettlement through < the Parliament, againft whom
the motion muft imply an infult. But they faid, ‘¢ they
would never relinquifh their legiflative rights.”———W here-
fore fhould they fay fo, unlefs they had been at-
tacked ? And if they faid, -or. implied, that the I;:xﬁ;
; , . gli
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glith Parliament had attacked them, they caft an un-
deferved infult on them, and contradi@ed the una-
" nimous declaration of the Lords and Commons of Great
Britain. It was not magnanimuty to refent an offence that
never was intended, orto repel an injury that never was
offered. But an Hon. Member, with a tendernefs for Gen-
tlemen on that fide of the Houfe, for which they were very
grateful, would pafs the refolution to vindicate their cha-
" ra&er to the people. Full of gratitude, however, they de-
clined the offer, and required not the vindication. ‘To the
cool confideration of the meafure moft willingly did they {ub-
mit their reputation with their countrymen, and the time
would come in which they would wifh that the one fide
had been more temperate, and the other more fuccefsful.
They talked of their conftitutional rights with ardour, their
feelings were juft—Iet them enjoy their conftitutional rights
unqueftioned, unimpaired ; but let them not, in the fplen-
dour of their independence, lofe fight of the peculiarity of
their fituation, internal and external. He knew very well,
thatin legiflation and conftitution they were as independent
as England, or any nation in the univerfe. But though
they were a free country, they mult be a connected country
—they muft look for commerce and protection to fome
powerful conne&ion, and there was not a nation in the
univerfe that would connect with them, except on terms of
mutual conceflion, of mutual contribution, and mutual be-
nefit. * They muft be tranfported by a phrenzy of national
vanity if they did not acknowledge it, and they could
not look into the map of the world, or confider the power
and politics' of Europe, without obferving that England
with that country, and that country alone, which they could
be conneéted with fafety to their commerce, their con-
ftitution, or their religion ; and therefore a clofe conne&i-
on with Great Britain was f{uch a political axiom, it was
fo felf-evidently neceffary to both countries, as to become
the creed of every rational man, and the cant of every de-
figning man amongft them. But that conne&ion was not to
be maintained by groundlefs fufpicions, by alienating doc-
trines, or offenfive refolutions. He had now only to con-
gratulate Gentlemen on an accuracy of expreffion which
they had inadvertently fallen into. They called that a pre-
vious queftion—it certainly was fo; becaufe the motion
of adjournment was made previous to the refolution which
had been the fubjet of their debate,
. Sir
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Sir Henry Cavendi/h rofe to call the Houfe back to the
queftion of adjournment. Sir Henry faid, no man had
an idea of flying in the face of their fovereign or attacki
the Briafh Parliament,. but as an attack had been made on
the Irifh Conititution, the Refolution appeared to him to
be neceflary, and all who thought fo would vote for it:

The Secretary of State declared for the adjournment, be-
caufe it gave the fulleft opportunity for the confideration
of that important fubje@. He had, hefaid,» prefented
a petition from Cork, praying that the refolutions, if not
rejeted, fhould be poftponed till the next feflion of Par-
liament. ‘The adjournment was propofed for the purpofe
of giving the fulleft time to the public to' confider the
Bill, which had been that day introduced, with a decla-
ration of not taking up the meafure till the next feffion of
Parliament, and an affurance that it would never be taken
up, if not called forby the public voice. That the Minifter
who held fuch language wa: intitled to the public efteem, and
to fhare in the triumph which a learned Gentleman ha,
fo eloquently expreffed. He was alfo for the adjournment-
becaufe he was againit the Refolution intended to be prod
pofed. That the Refolution implied a contradi&ion of the -
declarations made by the two Houtes of Parliament in Great
Britain, in their addrefs to the Throne, and to the Bill of
the Britith Houfe of Commons, both of which declared, in
the moft explicit terms, that the Irith Parliament was alone
competent to make laws for Ireland ; and to the obje&ion,
that the Houfe fhould make fuch a declaration as well as
the Britith Houfes of Parliament, he anfwered, that it was
done by the bill now on the table, which would be print-
ed and difperfed through the kingdom. It was faid, that
the bill introduced a new commercial fyftem in refpe& to
the Britifh colonies, different in principle from that of 793
he denied it, and infifted that by the unanimeus refolu-
tion of the Houfe of Commons in that year, the liberty
fo gratefully accepted by Ireland was a  liberty of tra-
ding with thofe colonies ¢ in like manner as trade was
¢¢ carried on between Great Britain and them.” ‘That on
that principle their feveral laws were paffed from that year
to the prefent time, and in thofe laws the fame duties,
regulations, prohibitions and reftri®ions were introduced
as in the Britifh laws, except in the inftance of rum, which

was excepted in the Bill, and one or two articles of Tittle
importance.
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importance. It was obje&ed, that by the Bill they were
to have no feleétion ; he thought it unjuft they fhould have
* any, becaufe Great Britain herfelf had none ; that they had
accepted the trade on the fame terms Great Britain enjoyed
it, and that it was abfurd to expe& it on any other. That
whatever Great Britain and Ircland could fupply, the co-

lonies could take from no other country, and whatever the,

Colonies could fupply, the two kingdoms ought only to
take from them, for that was the true principle of colo-
nial conneétion. He infifted that no change whatever was
made by the Bill in the independence of the Irifh legi-
flature ; that the Englith colonies and fettlements were the
property of Great Britain, and every country had as good
a right to grant its property on condition, as an individual.
The nature of a condition was, that the perfon who had
accepted the grant was at liberty not to perform the condi-
tion, and to relinquith the grant on one fide, the grantor
is fure that his property was not to be enjoyed longer
than the condition was performed ; and on the other fide,
the grantee was at liberty not to perform the condition, and
to determine the grant.

He obferved, that the condition expe@ed from Ireland
was of the moft honourable nature ; it was no mere than
this—that fhe fhould enjoy the property of Great Britain
on the very fame terms on which it was enjoyed by Great
Britain herfelf, and whenever Ireland did not choofe to
enjoy it on thofe terms, that then each nation was to re-
turn precifely to the commercial fituation in which fhe was
now placed. He faid Great Britain had granted her co-
lony trade on no other terms, and that, 1n juftice to the
whole Empire, fhe could have granted it on no other; for
that otherwife the whole maritime and commercial fyftem
of Great Britain would be at the feet of Ireland. He ad.
vertedto the articles of union between England and Scotland,
and faid, that event, o long defired by England, had been
obftru&ed for many ages by Scotland’s infitting upon hav-
ing the benefits d,fytrading with the Englifh colonies, and
of the Englith navigation laws. What Scotland had been
long refufed, and had at laft obtained by parting with the
fovereignty of her legiflature, was granted to Ireland as a
free gift on the condition of fimilar laws, and while that
fhould be performed, was then offered to be perpetuated to
her, without _infr_inging, in the fmalleft degree, on the un-

queftioned
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queftionied independence of her legiflature § and that when
Scotland had confented to an incorporating unien, fhe
was fo anxious for the fecurity of thofe favourite objeéts, that
the infifted on an exprefs provifion for that purpofe. 'Would
any man then have forefeen that thofe advantages could
ever have been granted to another kingdom, with a view
to no other union but that of intereft and affe&ion. The
principle of a fimilarity of laws between the two kingdoms
as far as related to colonies; fhips and feamen, had been
eftablithed by feveral Irifh ftatutes, from the year 1780 to
the prefent feffion. To fupport this, he repeated the pre-
amble of one of thofe a&s, the 1oth and 20th Geo. IIL the
fpirit of which had been fince uniformly agreed to.—

« Whereas fuch part of the trade between this kingdom and the Britifh
colonies in America and the Weft Indie_s, and. the Britifh fettlements on
the coaft of Africa, as was not enjoyed by this Kingdom previous to this
prefent feffion, can be enjoyed and bawve continuance [» long, and in fuch cafes
only as the goods to be imported from the faid colonies, plantations, or
fettlements into this kingdom, or to be exported from this kingdom to the
faid colonies, plantations or fettlements fhall be liable to equal duties and
drawbacks, and be fubje& to the fame fecurities, regulations, and res
ftriftions as the like goods are liablé -and fubject to upon being imported
from the faid colonies, plantations and fettlements inte Great Britain,
or exported thence to fuch colonies, plantations or fettlements refpective-
Iy.

*»”

That one of thofe ftatutes, paffed in the year 1782,
ena&ed that principle with much greater extent than the
Bill then on their table ; for that confined it to the colony
fyftem, and to the fhipping and feamen, but the a& of
1782 not only adopted the principle in thofe articles, but
extends it generally to a fimilarity in.the laws of commerce,

rovided thofe laws impofed equal reftraints, and conferred
equal bencfits on the fubje&s of both kingdoms ; and en-
aé&ed all fuch claufes and provifions made in England or
Great Britain, in any ftatute made in England or Great
Britain, fave fo far as they have been altered or repealed,
to bind the fubje&s of Ireland only fo long as they bind
the fubje&@s of Great Britain. The whole of the prefent a&
fhewed, thata fimilarity of trade laws was the obje&; and
the duration, while they were laws in Great Britamn, thewed
a view to the future as well as the paft. The prefent Bill
annexed the fame condition of equal reftraints and bene-

fits to the laws relative to the colonies, to fhipping and
{caman;
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feamen ; and of that equality the Irifh legiflature was to judge 1
as well as the Britith; and if, at any time, the adherence :

to that reftrained fimilarity fhould be found prejudicial to
Ireland, her two Houfes of Parliament might determine
the fettlement, and bring them back to their prefent con-
ditien. He then affirmed as a lawyer, that the a& of |
1782, did affirm the principle that he had ftated ; he cal- ¢
led upon the gentlemen of the long robe to fay, whether he
was miftaken, and if he was not contradi&ed, it muft be
taken as granted, that the principle then obje&ed to was
at that time advanced with greater latitude ; and when was
it acknowledged? At a time when the independence of
their legiflatare had been recently eftablithed, and when the
fpirit of liberty was as high as it ever had appeared in any
country. With whom did that principle originate ? With
fome of the foremoft affertors of the liberties of Ireland,
the late and prefent Chief Baron, the prefent Attorney Ge-
neral and My, Grattan ; for thofe refpe@able men were the
perfons appointed to prepare the ad&. The generality of
the expreflions in that law might poffibly have occafioned
expreliions of a fimilar import in fome of the Britith pro- -
ceedings, but thofe expreffions had becn {ufliciently re-
ftrained, and the obje@ had been placed beyond the pof-
fibility of doubt, by the addrefs of the two Houfes of Par-
liament in Great Britain, and by'the Englifh Bill.

~ He faid, they were now alarmed ot a principle repeatedly
recognized by their ownads, and at a condition which they
at firft received with gratitude, and had fince uniformly per-
formed withour murmur; “mor could it ever have been
thoucht fiir or equal betiw‘cl:n the two countries, that Ire-
land thould have the benefit of the Britifh Navigation fyf- 1
tem, and not fubmit to it heric!l. ‘

He faid, the Refolution propofed woull be a cenfure on
the Britifh Minifter, swho deferved very different treatment
from them, for having encountered the mittaken prejudices 3
of many of his ewn countrymen to promote the interefts of
that kingdomj and the ftrength and prolperity of the whole
Britith empire.” "He fuid, it would be unjuft to condemn.
the Bill bc&ﬁ;«thc majority of the Houfe was apprifed of
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its contentsy’ and before the kingdom had confidered it. :
To their'difpaffionate and unprejudiced opinion it was re- !
ferred ; with that view, and becanfe he could fately aflirm
that tb.?—.EJkkontaincd not a fyllable injurious to their con-
ftitutional rights, he had voted for the introdu@ion of it. i
¢+ Mr. Cenolly faid, thar the Right Hon. young Nlan, at 1
“prefentsthe Britifh Minifter had made no ftruggles for Ire-
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land at all, nor did he deferve to he panecgerifed. Had he
thought fit to have interfered with his weight in favour
of Ireland, it was impoffible but that his power and in-
fluence muft have prevailed.

The Secretary of State in reply faid, that he confidered
the Britith Minifter entitled to the acknowledgments of that
country ; that he had refifted the petitions of between fifty
and fixty of the principal trading cities and towns of Great
Britain, and the oppofition of many of the principal ma-
nufa@urers of England, who declared their intentions of
removing with their capitals to that kingdom, and had re-
peated their evidence before the Houfe of Lords of Great
Britain, under the fan&ion of an eath. ‘That a condaét
dire&ed to the good of the whole empire, in oppofition to
the clamours of fuch a multitude of manufaéturers, de-
ferved praife, but he flattered no man, had not the honour
of being known to the Britifh Minifter, and that his Ma-
jefty’s favour and his own fituation rendered him indepen-
dent of all Minifters. ‘

Mr. Conolly, made a fhort reply, which called up

Mr. Pole, who faid he was.in the habit of entertaining
great refpeét for whatever fell from the Right Hon. Gentle-
man, but he could not help rifing to notice the incon-
fiftency evident in the three fpeeches that had been deli-
vered by him. Mr. Pole then pointed out the different
manner in which Mr. Conolly had argued each time he
" {poke, and faid, if the honourable Gentleman and his friends
would undertake to reconcile the inconfiftences to which he
had alluded, he would go over to them and abandon the prin-
ciples he had hitherto maintained ; buttill then, notwithftand-
ing the force of oratory with which they had contended that
the Bill was inimical to Ireland, he fhould ever approve
the principles of that Bill and maintain a contrary doc-
rine.  With regard to the Refolution that the honourable

Gentleman had ftated to the Houfe and propofed to move, -

he thought it calculated to commit the Parliament of Ire-
land with the Parliament of Great Bri&ﬁ ; a fituation
anto which he conceived, no true friend to his country
could defire to drive thofe two affemblies. * W hile upon his
legs, Mr. Pole faid, that he would declare it to be his opi-
nion that under the fourth Refolution of the Britith Parlia-
ment, Irelandwould enjoy every benefit of the trade of Eng-
land if fhe would fubmit to the reftri@ions to which England
{fubmitted : That was, if they enjoyed the commerce of Bri-
tain, it fhould be on the fame condition as Britain enjoyed it ;
a condition, that had raifed that aduntry to greatnefs and to

: glory !
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glory | Whether it was poffible to feparate the fecurity
from the benefit, he did not know, but he was willing to
receive both on the terms on which they had been offered.
And notwithitanding the harangues he had heard, and the
clamour that had been made, he would not givc up his
opinion, that thofe terms were advantageous for Ireland.
He was, therefore, extremely forry that the Right Hon. Gen-
tleman had been obliged to poftpone any further proceed-
ing of the Bill. . He was forry, becaufe when the country
had temperately and fully confidered the fubje@, he was
convinced that they would wifh that the meafure had been
adopted and lament the exertions which Gentlemen, with
very good intentions, had made to prevent it.

Mr Conolly faid a few words in explanation.

Mr. Neville.—From the part I took on Friday night, I
think it neceffary to fay a few words. Had the Refolution
that was mentioned on Thurfday been propofed this day,
previous ta the Secretary’s (I may fay) giving up the Bill,
I thould certainly have voted for jt—as I fhould againft the
Bill in every ftage. But the prefent Refolution having been
interpreted two different ways, one that it is merely a decla-
ration of our rights, the other, an attack on the proceedings
of the Parliament of Great Britain, I fhall fubmit it to the
Right Hon. mover, whether it would be advifeable to fend
it mto the world, and if he had not better withdraw it, as
there is an end of the Bill, and let him be aflured, if he
does not, that he will not have the fupport of the country
gentlemen.  [Here Mr. Flood faid, he would have their
fupport.] Mr. Neville infifted he would net, as he had
communicated with feveral who thought any Relfolution un-
neceffary, and that the prefent one was very exceptionable.

Mr. Flood rofe to defend his Refolution, which he con-
tended was neither giving the lie to the Addrefs of the two
Houfes of the Britifth Parliament, as it had been faid to be, nor
an affront to the Crown, nor a contradi&ion to the Bri-
tifh Parliamenty but was called for by their Refolution, and
was ablolutely meceflary, if it were only to corroborate the
aflertion of thofe gentlemen, who maintained, that the fourth
Refolution of the Englith Parliament was not injuriousto the
legiflative rights of Ireland. With regard to his wifhing or
intending to commit the Parliaments of the two kingdoms,
he would appeal to the recolle&ion of the Houfe, whether
he had net uniformly faid, from the beginning of the bu-
finefs, that therc was mo treaty they could enter into with
Great Britain, about which ~Great ' Britain and Ireland
ought to'quarrel. In fa®, he was convinced there was no
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commercial advantage that country could gain which ‘was
worth a difpute. England had made a fair propefal ; flie
had faid, ¢ we will give you fuch and fuch things, on con-
dition that you will give up the right of making laws for
yourfelves. It remains for you to judge according to your
wifdom and difcretion of this condition.” It was fair to fay
in reply, ¢ we cannot accept your offer on fuch cendition,
becaufe we hold ourfelves indifpenfably bound to retain'our
legiflative rights undiminifhed, and not'to énter into any
enzagement to- relinquifh them.” What was there of in-
fult in this condu&? Was it not equally fair on both
fides? An honourable gentleman, he obferved, ‘had talked
of his independence, and had refted it'on the emoluments
of his office. ~He thould be extremely forry, if the honour-
able gentleman had not a better ground for his independ-
ence ; and if it did- not arife from his own honour. The
man who was in his mind a flave, would not, he afferted,
be lefs fo, if he had forty thoufand a year; while the manot
honour would be free, if his annual income were only forty
livres. True independence confifted in an honourable mind ;
but were the honourable gentleman’s conftituents to thank
him for what he had faid ? The honourable gentleman,
however, might well fay he was independent, fince he was
independent both of his Prince and his Conftituents. * Mr.
Flood took notice of the arguments that had' been ufed,
in order to charge the Refolution with being likely to in-
volve the two countries in a war, and contended that the

were wholly " ill-founded. - He faid, the declaration which
he had wifhed the Houfe to come to, was ‘neceffary to
be made for many reafons,-and parsticularly, in order to
take away an imputation of the refumption of the freedom
of the Irifh Conftitution having been attempted ; but,
if they chofe to leave the public in fufpenfe as to that
point, and would fuffer them to entertain the idea, that the
Britifh Parliament now lay in wait for an cpportunity of ef-
fe Xing their purpofe—be 1t fo ;—he was glad he had ftated
the Refolution, that the public might fee, whether it was
tirough moderation or difappointment, that Government
had aded as they had done. He would leave it to gen-
tlemen to confider, why they did not fend their anfwer to
the Parliament of ,Engi;md, who expe&ted it. The proper
anf{wer was contained in the Refolution, and he would atk
any gentleman of common fenfe, whether it would pledge
that Houfe with the Englifh Parliament, if they were to fay,
¢ we will preferve thofe legiflative rights, which you de-
clare you will ever hold facred as your own.” He fhould
£ A : ¥ h %5 ‘ have
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have thought, the gentlemen of the other fide, who after
what had paffed perhaps were obliged to hide their heads,
would have been glad to fupport the Refolution, as a means
of vindicating their condué to their country, and of con-
vincing them, that, when they voted for the introduéion
of the Bill, they were as far from meaning to countenance
an attempt to infringe the Conftitution of Ireland, as
thole gentlemen who oppofed it, avowedly, becaufe they
thought it a dire& invafion of the legiflative rights of their
country. If, however, the gentlemen on the other fide were
fo content with the perfe& knowledge of their own inte-
grity, that they thought no vindication of their condu&
neceflary, in God’s name, let them go home with all their
blooming honours frefh about them ;—he would not defire
to difturb their fatisfa&ion by impofing the Refolution upon
them—in offering it to the confideration of the Houfe, he
had done his duty. He had no ill-will to the Right Hon.
Gentleman who had brought in the Bill, ndr to the
amiable Nobleman who was their Chief Governor ; on the
contrary, he entertained the profoundeft refpe& for the latter.
But had he been his enemy, the charm that hung around
his neck, like an amulet, would command his love, and
make him dear to him.

The Secretary of State rofe as foon as Mr. Flood fat down,
to complain of the perfonal allufions that had been made to
him in the courfe of that gentleman’s fpeech. Where-
upon -
~ Mr. Flsed rofe, and declared the Right Hon. Gentleman
muft have mifunderftood him, fince he had faid, that the
Right Hon. gentleman was independent not only by office,
but by an honourable mind. -

The Secretary of State then proceeded, and declared, he
was as unwilling to give offence as to receive it ; and in ref-
pect to the petition which he had prefented, he admitted
the opinion of the city which he reprefented was againft the
Refolutions. He had began his firft fpeech, by ftating that
the Corke petition prayed that the Houle cither would not
pafs any Bill founded upon them, or at leaft that they would
Foflpone their confideration of the meafure till another fef-

tons. ‘The Bill however, made fome very important altera-
tions, particularly as to the duties on rum, in which that
city was effentially interefted, and as to fail-cloth and other
articles ; it would he had nodoubt remove the apprehenfions
im_x_-tai'ncd there, of injury to the Conftitution of Ireland ;

e concurred therefore in the opinion of his Conftituents,
and thought the meafure fhould not be proceeded upon if not
' e e e - defired
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defired by the public, of which the city of Corke muft be
always confidered as a very important part.

Mr. G. Ponfonby faid a few words on the merit of Admi-
niftra ion in that country, declaring, that as long as they
a&ed fairly and honeftly, they fhould have his fupport. He
denied however that the fourth Refolution was Mr. Pitt’s, he
believed it wasrather the work of Mr. Eden * than Mr. Pitt.

The Attorney General faid—For one I difelaim any vindi-
cation which may come from the Hon. Member [Mr. Flood].
If he withes to difplay his talents for vindication, he never
can be at a lofs for a fubje@. 'The Hon. Member did, on
Satarday morning, declare his refolution to recite a vote of
the Britifh Parliament, and to move a cenfure upon it,

Mr. Flood —~No; 1 did not fay fo. “ T do not pretend to
be a very wife man, and I am not fuch a fool, fuch a con-
Yamacious fool as to do that ; on the contrary, 1 all along
faid, there was nothing of commerce now remaining to
be fettled by England, on which we ought to differ with her.

Littorney General — 1 agree with the Hon. Gentleman, that
we ought not to be forward in differing with England, and
he is- a contumacious fool indeed who attempts to commit -
the two countries. ‘The Hon. Gentleman did not, per-
haps, ftate his intention exaltly as I have done; but if ¥
am not much miftaken (and I{peak in the hearing of ma-
ny Gentlemen who muft remember) he faid, that he in-
tended to move a vote of the Commons of Ireland, that a
refolution of the Parliament of England was an infult on the
Parliament of Ireland.

Mt. Flood—1I am fure the Right Hon. Gentleman mif-
takes 5 I know he weuld not mif-ftate me intentionally. I
fad, that fhould we admit the principle of the Twenty Re-
folutions, it would be a dereli&ion of our legiflative right -
it was impoffible a refolution to that effe& could be confi-
dered as an affront to the Britifh Parliament ; it would be
but a declaration of our opinion, and I hope we are at li-
berty to declare that.

The Attorney General rifing to reply, was interrupted by
Sir H. Hartftonge, who, with the moft benevolent mind in
the world, is ever ready to interfere when he apprehends a
difpure. '

Aitorney General—No man pofleffes the art of interrupt-
mg (erious debate with perfe@ good humour fo well as the
worthy little Bart. but I confider the Refolution which has
been read this night as a refolution precifely of the fame im-
port with that which the Hon. Member ftated on Saturday,

* The Reporter from his own knowledge can take upon him to affert
that Mr, G. Ponfonby was miftaken,
foftened
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foftened I grant in expreflion. ‘The Hon. Member fays, he
does hot mean to convey a cenfure ; he means only to con-
vey an opinion. This diftin&ion, I confefs, is fomewhat
too fine for my underftanding. I objeét to adopting the
Hon. Gentleman’s opinion upon this fubje&, becaufe it is
an opinion conveying a dire@ ctenfure ; and I hope we are
not yet in fuch a ftate of phrenzy as to infult the Parliament
of England.

‘The Honourable Member fays, he withes to pafs the
Refolution as a vindication of Gentlemen on this fide of the
Houfe, who now hide their heads.—For my part, I never
have hid myfelf from any public queftion, nor ever will,
The man who in or out of office can ftoop to hide himfelf
from any public quetion is, in my opinion, a moft delpi-
cably corrapt man ; the man who, in or out of ollice, can
fkulk from his duty in this affembly, I confider to be guilty

of the molt pitiful and nafty fubterfuge that can difgrace a~

man, and therefore I never will fkulk from any meafure ;
if I approve it I will fupport it like a man, if not, I will
oppofe it likea man. And I repeat before this Houfe, [
repeat it in the face of the nation, that the Bill brought in
this night is highly advantageous to its commerce, and in
no fort incompatible with its free conftitution. Gentlemen
may triumph in their oppofition to this Bill, but I will de-
fend it line by line, and word by word ; I will meet their
whole array upon it—I fear them not ; I will defend it on
the principle of the Britifh Conttitution ; and as to the cla-
mour which has been raifed againft this meafure, it is as
unfounded, and as little to be regarded as any that ever
difturbed the deliberations of a wife affembly. Your own
records declare, that you have not thought the principle of
the Bill unconftitutional.  In every feflion fince 1779, in
which year you obtained the Colony trade, you recite the
condition on which you poffefs it; you'recite the Britith
tax, and you enact that tax.—What then is the difference
here?  You are permitted to trade to every pofleflicn Great
Dritain has, provided you adopt the Jaws by which fhe re-
gulates her trade ; provided you trade as Britith fubjects
trade. Every advantage which Britifh fubjects enjoy is of

fered to your acceptance. I call upon any man living
to tell me—where is there an iota of difference ? T herew
fére let no man talk to me of hiding my head ; T fupport
the Bill as highly advantageous to this country ; and Gen-
tlemen, who are {o extremely anxious to prevent us from
going into the merits of it, may perhaps be fulpected by il-
liberal men not to with that the merits fhould appear to
the .public.
i But
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But the Honourable Gentleman fays, it is neceffary to
an{wer the Refolutions of England by the Refolution which
he has read. He fays, he does not think fhe has attacked
our legiflative independence, and yet he fays he does think
an anfwer neceffary ; and what is that anfwer ?—why, that
we will preferve our independence.

Let me tell Gentlemen, that it is hot very prudent,
upon every occaficn, to come forward in terms of indigna-
tion againft the fifter kingdom, becaulé we cannot exift
one moment without her protection. Let us tell them,
that it will not be perfectly prudent to roufe Great Britain.
She is not eafily rouzed,—but if rouzed, the is not very
eafily appeafed ; and in this, perhaps, lics the difference be-
tween the two nations.—Ireland is eafily rouzed, but then
fhe is eafily appeafed ; England is not eafily rouzed, nor
eafily appeafed.—If you rouze the Britith Lion, you may
not eafily lull him to reft.

Gentlemen fay you may go on in the way you are ; youw
have already a Free Trade, and that is all you want. -You
have indeed a right to trade, but without the affiftance and
protection of Great Britain you have not the means of tra-
ding with any nation on earth. There is not a fingle arti-
cle in which you can trade without the affiftance of Eng-
land ; and I defire by that Bill to enfure her protection and
affiftance, and when the people of this country are reftored
to their {ober fenfes, they will fee it. "The Bill for ever gua-
rantees your Linen Trade, to promote which England taxes
her own confumption 450,000l. yearly. The confumption
of England is ftated to be forty-eight million of yards ; of
this fhe at prefent takes twenty millions from Ireland, the
remaining twenty million from Ruffia and Germany ; on
the Ruffian and German Linens the lays a heavy duty, and
1s content to pay an advanced price for the Irith; yet ftill
the Ruffian and German manufa&urers can in fome degree
meet Ireland in the Englith market ; if the duty was taken
off, they would beat her out of it altogether, and therefore
Ifaﬁ fhe is a befotied nation if fhe feeks to quarrel with Eng-
land. '

Mr. Griffith with great warmth rofe, and declared, that
what the Right Hon. Gentleman had faid, was the moft
dangerous infult that ever had been offered to the nation.
He was proceeding, when Colonel Burson Cunningham
rofe toorder, and defired to know, if he had taken down the
words of the Right Hon. Gentleman. Mr. € riffith faid, he
had interrupted him to give him a moment of reflection, as
he was proceeding in fuch a feandalous manner that it be-
came not a reprefentative of the Irith nation to hear—he

reprefented
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reprefented (faid Mr. Griffith) us as a light nation, eafily
rouzed and eafily appeafed, he called us a befotted nation ;
I with him to vindicate himfelf, and fhew he dare not do fo.

The Chancellor of the K xchequer rofe, and called Mr. Grif-
fith to order ; he informed him that he had no right to ufe fuch
a word as dare, it ought to be taken down ; if he (Mr. Grif-
fith) thought the words of the Right Hon. Attorney Gene-
ral exceptionable, he had a right to take them down, and
if he did not take them down, he allowed them to bein
order.

Sir Henry Cavendifh.—The Right Hon. Gentleman has no
right to fay, that this nation could not exift feparate from
England ; the words were fpoken I know in the warmth of
debate, and it is but kindnefs to give the Right Hon. Gen-
tleman a moment for refle@ion.

Right Hon. dftorney General.—I am much obliged to the
Gentlemen who in pure kindnefs wifh to give me an op-

rtunity for refle&ion, and I hope Gentlemen who have

cen fo very forward and o very hot upon this occafion, will
refleét alfo on the beft manner in which I can fhew my fenfe
of the obligation conferred upon me will be,- to repeat and
reaffert the words at which they have taken fo much offence.
I'fay if Ireland feeks to quarrel with England the is a befotted
nation. I fay the has not the means of trading with any na-
tion upon earth, without the affiffance and prote&tion of
Great Britain, and I wifh every man and every child
throughout Irreland to hear me when I ftate it. | fay that
Ireland cannot exift one hour without the fupport of Great
Britain ; and therefore again I fay fhe is a befotted nation
if fhe feeks to quarrel with her; and I fay further, when
the people recover their fenfes, and awaken from the delu-
fion and the phrenzy into which they have been mifled, if
the benefits of that Bill are then within their reach they will
grafp at them ; but I very much fear they may not always
be within their reachy if they are, they will be glad to ac-
cept of that very fettlement which they are now advifed to
reje&t with fulkn'indignation and with infult.

A Right Hon. Friend of mine (Mr. Conolly) when his
firlt fymptoms of oppofition to this meafure appeared, only
defired time to the next feffion, thar the people might un-
derftand it. . However, when the Bill was ofered to the
Houfe he would have prevented the introdu&ion of it. How
this was to enlighten the people, or to enable them to un-
dcrﬁ%'}he (ubject, I'do not perfedly comprehend.  Again,
the Right Hon. Gentleman declared that he did not under-
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ftand commerce, nor was he ever a ftickler for conftitution,
and then proceeded to pronounce fentence of condemnation
wholcfale upon the Bill, which he had never ready and
which if he had read, he declared he fhould not underftand.
Another Hon. Gentleman who oppofes this meaflure with
equal violence, has let it out fomewhat indifereetly in my
mind, that thisis a queftion in which a certainifet-of Gen-
tlenaen in England are deeply interefted 5 andehe has inmy
mind fomewhat indifcreetly reproiched an Hen. Member
who fits above me (Mr. G. Ponfonby) with having upon this
occafion deferted the caufe of his Englifh conne@ions. * How
this reproach confifts with the repeasedideclarations which
have been made frem that fide-of the Houfe, that this was a.
queftion perfe@ly detached from all Englifh party, I leave
to the judzment of the nation.. Bt 1 cannot but fay, that
in my mind the charge which has been made upon that
Gentleman refleéts very high. honour upon him ; becaufe,
mmy mind, any man who is a uated upon this occafion by
motives of knglith or of Irith party, isa dangercus and de-
cided enemy to this country.
But it is. curious to hear the charges which have been.
brought againft Miniftipg they are accufed of having ori-
ginated this meafure, -and urged it forward with their whole
force.  But what ‘intereft could Adminiftration have had in
cbtrucing it on ghis country ; it. was called for by the una-
rimeus addrefs of this Houfe, and when it was introduced,
there were but three men found who could oppafe it 5 and
now Ichall-nge any man to fhew me a fingle inftance in
which the Bill now upon your table departs from the prin-
eiple and fpirit “of the Eleven Refolutions of this kingdom.
It is objected that they have been maultiplied into. twenty,
but let any man look at them, and he will find that many
of the additional Refolutions, are ‘mere. matters of detail,
cre mattefs of commercial regulation, intended chiefly to
guard againft the frauds of fmugglers ; he will-find that the
Refolgtions are more condemned for their numbers than
their demerit  IF, however, Gentlemen are. determined to
rje€lihis meafure without examination or inquiry, in my
mund, it will not be an a& of widom to reject it with indig-
natign, and it will be il more unwife to rejedt it with in-
{uls, for if a fair and honourable and -advantageous offer of
Bagland is treated with indignation, we fhall not probably
bave an oppertunity of repeating the infult; we fhall not
‘ ‘ probably

~* Such an allufion had beea madé from the oppofite fide of the Houfe,
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probably have a fecond offer of the Englifh market, and a

partnerfhip in the Englith capital. 'We fhall not probably

be courted to an adjufthient of commercial mtercourfe be-
tween the two countries, and he is a bitter enemy to both
countries who wifhes to throw any impediment in the way
of fuch an adjuftment. It is effential to the interefts of
Great Britain ; it is effential tothe exiftence of Ireland.

A Gentleman who declared himfeif to be in a ftate of con-
ftitutional infanity, whether political or natural I cannot
tell, advifes us net to be too forward in celebrating the fu-
neral of the prefent Chief*Governor, leit we fhould not be
permitted to walk in the coronation proceflion of his fuc-
ceffor.

Sir, Iam not the flave of party, morthe mftrument of
fa&ion ; for much as I defpife popular clamour, or popular
applaufe, I defpife party ftill more ;—and I will tell that
Hon. Gentleman, that I confider myfelf to be perteéily be-
yond the reach of Minifterial difpleafure ; but if the Gen-
tleman fuppofes Mr. Pitt’s Adminiftration will be fhaken by
an intemperate rejetion on the part of Ircland—if his op-
pofition to it is founded in the hope that he will fhortly be
called upon to affift at the coronation of the Duke of Rut-
land’s fucceffor, he will find that heis miferably miftaken.
In my mind, we have taken a mill-ftone from Mr. Pitt’s

neck, and hung it about our own.

I avow myfelf a friend to the whole {yftem ; there was but
one Gentleman (Mr. Flood) whocondefcended to enter into
the merits of it, and my Right Hon. Friend who fits next
to me, (Mr. Fofter) if “he did not convince him, certainly
did convince every other man in the Houfe, that he was
utterly unacquainted with the fubject, and radically miftaken
in his idea of every part.offit. It is now before the country,
I hope the people of Ireland will ftudy it; if they do, they
will call to have'it carried into effeét, and when they do
call, T fincerely hope it may be within their reach.

Mr. Griffith—1I am glad T have given the Right Hon.
Gentleman an rtunity of explaining himfelf, which,
like Touchfione; he has done with an if—0'! your 1v is your
only peace-maker | '

Attorney General.—As my recolle@ion ferves me, I re-
peated ‘the words I at firft ufed. I am not in the habit of
writing {peeches and getting them by heart ; but am certain
there was not a {yllable difference between the word at which
tl}el!an Gentleman took offence, and the words which I re-
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peated. 1 love the Irith nation too well to infult her—her
folid interefts are too near my heart, and therefore I will
not flatter her. When fhe feems to forget her real fituation
I will remind her of it. I never will infult her, but I will
fpeak to her freely of her faults ; becaufe I have mo intereft
in flattering her, and without any regard to theGentleman’s
heat, or to his interruption, to which I can liften with great
coclnefs, I fhall, upon all occafions, freely deliver my opi-
nion to this affembly.

[A warm altercation here took place between Mr.
Curran and the Attorney-general, but, as what was faid in
the courfe of it was pointedly perfonal, and did not apply
immediately to the principal fubje& in debate, it could an-
fwer no good end to report it.

Mr. Denis Daly called the Houfe back to the {ubje&,
by corroborating what the Attorney General had faid ; ob-
ferving, that when Gentlemen obje@ed to the truth and
did not like to hear it, it became the more neceflary that it
fhould be enforced. His Right-Hon. Friend’s affertion was
true ; Ireland could not exift an hour as an independent
Proteftant State but for her conne@ion with Great Britain.
‘T'hat Houfe knew perfeétly well that it did not reprefent 2
fourth of the people of Ireland.  To that fourth the connec-
tion with Great Britain was effential. In fa&, if it were
broken, the fame reprefentation would not be found in Par=
liament. There was nothing, therefore, except the Con-
ftitytion that_he would not facrifice. to preferving a con-
nection with Great Britain. Let them confider what de-
pended upon it,—their falvation as a Proteftant State ! Mr.
Daly faid, he was forry the Bill had not been debated
on its own merits, that they might have agreed to as much
as they could of it, fince even by their difagreement, they
weonld have thewn what were the exceptionable parts. He
took netice of an allufion that had been made in the courfe
of the debate to Mr. Ponfonby, and faid, that when a quef-
tion on which the falvation ‘of the country depended was
under difcuffion, he fhould confider it as the higheft com-
pliment to him to hear it declared, that, he had on fuch
an occafion forgot his connexions.

Mr. Brooke faid, that he was happy the debate had taken
fofavourable a turn, for had it been otherwife he would
have found himielf obliged to have troubled the Houfe with l
a few words, as he was very doubtful of the propriety of the
Propofition that was intencled to be propofed, but as it was
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A fubjeét of fuch magnitude he did not wifh to rely on hig
own judgment, but confvlted with Gpntlemen ot high re-
{fpe@, and of much better underftanding than himfelf, and
that they did agrec with him that the country had obtained
a compleat vitory, and that the people fhould be fatisfied, as
they faw that their reprefentatives would never pals any
law derogatory of their Free Conftitution, and that. he
thought Government had thewn handfome condu®@ in gi-
ven up the Bill in the manner they did; he added that as
the queftion had been relinquifhed, he rofe merely to flate
his opinion that his condu& might be known.

Mr. Grattan acknowledsed himfclf to be perfeétly of
opinion with his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Daly), that Ire-
land could not exift as a Proteftant Statc hut. for the pro-
tection of Great Britain, and declared, he was as ready to
fay, -that there was nothing he would not facrificc for that
conne@ion but the Conflitution. When the qucthion,
however, fhould be brought to fo nice a point, @s to make
it a matter of appeal to Gentlemens decifion, which they
would facrifice, the Conftitution of the country, or its con-
neétion with Great Britain ? melancholy as it would be for
him to pronounce the alternative, he muft choofe to re-
tain the Conitution. On that ground he had oppofed
the introdué&ion of the Bill. His Right Hon. Friend, he
obferved, he obferved, had thrown out a challenge, which
if any man could maintain and defend, he was ready to
admit, his Right Hon. Friend could, becaufe he had more
ability and legal knowledge  than fell to the fhare of moft
men ; but he thould imagine, even his Right Hon. Friend,
with all his advantages, would find no fmall degree of dif-
ficulty to keep his ground on fuch a caufe of conteft.—
Would his Right Hon. Friend undertake, as a Lawyer,
to prove that the fourth Propofition did not amount fo a
transfer of the conftitutional right of Legiflation. Could it
be called Freedom to be obligcg to agree to laws enadted by
another Legiflature ? Did it not take away the power of de-
liberation, and f{ubititute adoption ? Mr. Grattan was
proceeding to prove, in argument, that this extended to
the trade of Ireland in fot9, when being, by gefture, con-
tradicted from the Treafury Bench, he faid, if, finding one
hundred and ten Members againgt his Bill, as he had ftat-
ed it in his opening, the Right Hon. Gentleman had
changed any part of it, poffibly his argument might not
APPIY pg,
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Mr. Orde rofe to affure the Right Hon. Gentleman, that
he had not made the fmalleft alteration. The Bill {tood,
word for word, as he had opened it to the Houfe:on Fnday

Mr. Grattan rofe again, and pledged himfelf, "if ever
fuch a bill was produced as the Right Hon.'Gentleman
had on Friday ftated, to make it appear to the fatisfaction
and conviétion of the Houfe that it could not be carried
into effeét 25 an operative law, witheutlaying the Con-
ftitution of Ireland at the feet of Great Britain. Right
Hon. Gentlemen had faid, in argument, what was neither
logic nor fa&. They had ftated what no young man of
the College would have taken as' fair reafoning. ‘They
had argued from the particular inftance to the general
cafe. 'T'his no raw {tudent would hawe attempted as logical.
Befides, the fa& laid down as the ground of their argu—
ment had been falfe. It was an argument for flavery, a
mode of argument, the moft foolith that had ever ftained
the lips of a Statefman, ' ‘They were to extend the prin-
ciples on which they traded to the Colonies to their fo-
reign trade. [Uponthisa cryof No/ No!] from the Trea-
fury Bench, whercupon Mr. Grattan read a a part of one
of the claufes of the' Bill, to prove the truth of his argu-
ment. After which he faid, that to argue upon the fubjeé&
in the manner that the Houfe had heard, was to argue
from the trade properly the trade of Great Britain, to the
trade of all the world. It was taking it for granted, that
either quarter belonged equally to Great Britain. It was
fetting her up as one immenfe, proprictor of the globe.
The Bill; Mr. Grattan faid, regulated their trade univer-
fally with Portugal, with Spam, with all the world. Why
fhould they bind themfelves to fuch a fweeping fyftem of
regulation ? They could have foreign trade without enter-
ing into the meafure. As to foreign trade, England gave
them no right they did not before poffefs. As to Colony
trade, fhe gave what they had before, on the former con-
dition, that they gave the Colony trade a preference in
their market. Mr. Grattan reafoned for fome time on this
mpoint, renewing and illuftrating parts of his argument of
Friday. He alfo applied fome general reafoning, in the
‘courfe of which he charged the Gentlemen with incon-
fiftency, and declared they argued without ground of pro-
bah;hty Ireland, he faid, was neither in that ftate of ab-
jeét mifery and diftrefs that it had been deferibed, nor
would it be in the power, ecither of the prefent, or of any

other {yftem, fuddenly to make it affluent and profperous.
The
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The fadt was, Ireland was neither wholly dependent on
Great Britain, nor could fhe well do without her. Both
countries derived an mutual fhare of advantage from the
connexion, and neither could well exift without the other.
But he would advife them to remain as they were, and to
keep the Colony trade on its prefent footing, and not bind
their foreign trade. in the manner propofed ; for, under a
pretence of giving a preference to the Britith Colonies,
they were called on to bind their trade to the Faft Indies,
and to favour a monopoely ; and, in return, to get the re
verfion of the Eaft India trade, after the Company’s char-
ter expired ; after the expiration of a charter, which the
Minifter’s exiftence depended upon preferving and rendering
perpetual ! Mr. Grattan enlarged upon this, and faid,
before they departed, he thought it incumbent on him to

enter his proteft againit the refurreGion of fo inaufpicious

a Bill.

. Right Hon. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 1 rife to ftate

the mifconception of the Right Hon. Gentleman, and if any
thing can fhew the neceflity of curing the people of their in-
fatuation, by publifhing and explaining the Bill to them, it
furely 1s this, that a Gentleman to whom they look up, and
juftly look, as one whofe wifdom and wvirtue will guard their
rights, isfo very much miftaken.

The Right Hon. Gentleman in his.argument has never
once adverted to the Bill on your table, but draws all his

conclufions from arguments raifed by his own imagination, .

on the Britith Refolutions.  He dwells now only on foreign
Colony trade and Navigation laws ; the accepting a full par-
ticipation of the Britith Colony trade, upon terms of equal
laws, he gives up as not altering our conftitution, and he
even agrees in the innocence of our declaring it as a prin-
ciple o?the treaty. Imsthis he has thewn his wifdom, for it is
already declared in the law of Ireland.  The objeéion then
ftands as to a foreign Colony trade, and what fays the Bill,
it declares it to be a condition of the treaty, to prote& that
trade, in the fame 'manner as Britain does, againft the in-
terference of foreign'Colony goods. It ena&s nothing, and
there is the miﬁz evil which we have introduced, that is
to give to Britain the regulation of all our foreign trade with

Portugal, with Spain, with all the world. If the Gentle-
man fo egregioufly miftakes the purport of what he has not
Py : . read,

-
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read, Itruft the good fenfe of the nation will fee his miftakes
and judge for themfelves 3 but the obje&ions to an agree-
ment of rating only the goods from foreign Colonies, fo far
only as by prote@ing our Colonies againft them, is not fo
wonderfull from him, as his obje&ion to the Bill’s affe&@ing
Navigation and Britifh feamen in general ; from him I fay,
for in the year 1782 the Right Hon. Gentleman introduced,
in conjunion with the late Chief Baron Burgh, and the
prefent Chief Baron Yelverton, a Bill, adopting in the grofs
all fuch claufes and provifions of the laws theretofore paffed
in England, as conveyed equal benefits 2and impofed equal
reftriCtions in commerce, in the moft extended fenfe, to
the fubjets of both countries, and alfo putting the feamen
of Ireland on the footing of Britith feamen. ' The Chancel-
lor here read the words.] The Bill now brought in does not
go fo far ; he went to commerce in general, and adopted
laws without reference to them, or even reciting their title.
What does this Bill do ? it declares with him the principle,
it does no more. This Bill declares for a Jfimilarity of laws,
manners and cuffoms, intoto. Our Bill declares for a fimi-
larity of Navigation laws, on our accepting the benefit of
the Britifh, not for the firft time offered tous. It is idle to
believe, even his authority can have weight in fuch un-
founded objeétions; nay, our Bill reaches Ais, to adopt its
principles, and he fays ours is mifchievous ; his was the glo-
ry of the nation and the joint labour of the greateft friends
of hiberty.

The Right Hon. gentleman fays, ¢ we might have fo-
“ reign trade without entering into the meafure, and that
‘¢ England, as to foreign trade gives us no right which
““ we already have not.” As to Colony trade, he fays,
“ fhe gives us what we had before, on the former condi~

““ tions, that we give her Colony produ&@ a preference
in our market, and therefore, he fays, cannot we remain
¢¢_as we'mow are.”

With refpe&t to the Colony Trade, I anfwer, we hold it
by the gift of Britain, and fhe may repeal her a&, and re-
aflume her monopoly. As to foreign trade, I have fhewn
it is no way affe@ed, except by the preference to be given
to Britith Colony goods, againft thofe of foreign Colonies ;
but why does the gentleman allude to Portugal ? it 1s the
ftrongeft meafure againft him. Portugal has prefumed to
diftinguifh between the goods of Great Britain and the

goods

@
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goods of Ireland—fhe will not receive the latter. But if
this fettlement is entered into, all our goods fhe can have
may go duty free through Britain. The diftin&ion be.-
tween Britith and Irifh manufa&ure is loft as to foreign
nations, our goods, are made one, phyfically as well as
politically, in refpe& to foreign, and our union cemented
by the freedom of intercourfe.

The honourable gentleman feems, with others, to un-
dervalue the Britith markets for our linens, and that if
Britain fhall difcourage her import, they will find vent
elfewhere. I will not pay him fo fulfome a compliment as
to fay he underftands commerce, his genius foars perhaps
above fuch reading ; but if he did underftand it, I would
afk him, where would he expe@ a market to favour the |-
nens of Ireland? Where will he find a market under Heaven
for that manufa&ure, which now brings two millions an-
nually into the kingdom ? Will Portugal take them ? Wil
Spain take them ? Will France take them ? No; we know
they will not. Will Ruflia, Germany, or Holland take
them ? They are your powerful rivals, ard able to under-
fel you. Where then will you find a market, if England
fhuts her ports ? Will you go to the Weft Indies *—you
cannot go to the Englifh Colonies—they will he like Bri-
tain—there you can have no admittance. The French,
Spanith and Portuguefe have fhut their ports long fince—
—your only market then is in the bankrupet States of North
America, that have not money te pay their juft debts, and
many provinces of which, if they had the money, have
not perhaps the honefty to do it.

This bankrupt country is to give you the market Britain
affords. No, no; cherifh the market you have, you will
never get fo good, fhe ever exports with bounty f}c;r you.
And here let me obferve the benefits of exporting, duty
free, all our fabrics through her ports, which this fettle-
ment fecures. You firft found the way for your linens to
foreign places through her ports, by Kcr capitals and ex-
tent of dealing 5—do not refufe the like for your other fa-
brics—the profperity of the linen fhould teach you.

The Gentleman fays England is as dependent on Ireland
as Ireland is on England for her produ@s—he inftances the
cotton yarn and other yarn of Ireland. What, call cot-
ton yarn a tabric of Ireland, and an export to Britain | —
It is amiftake of his expreffion, he cannot be fo ignorant

Cec of
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of our manufaétures. Let us look into the wants Britain
fupplies—I will take coals firft.

Do you think it an obje& of no confequence to receive
coals from England, for cver, duty free, while the duties
on coals in England, brought from one of her own ports
to another is very high. I remember when I propofed a
thilling a ton on the importation of coals into Dublin only,
in order to raife a fund for extending and beautifying the
city, it met with great oppofition. I was abufed in all the
news-papers, yet now England may raife four times that
fum upon the export of her coals, which will fall upon the
confumer, and raife a revenue for her advantage; nay
were fhe even to raife the revenue on them to you that fhe
does on her own ceaft carriage, what would become of
you ! You have not Irifh coal ; if the prefent bounty of 2s.
a ton tc Dublin, added to 1s, 8d. duty on Britith, which
operates as 3s. 8d. in favour of lrith coeal, what will you
do ? becaufe no carriage can ‘be fo cheap to you as that
acrofs the channel. Rock falt is the next ;—Where will
you get it} (fome one faid from Spain) Rock-falt from
Spain ! The Gentleman fhould intorm himfelf a little bet-
ter.

As to the tanning-trade, where will you get bark?
From no place in the world but England. We know that
it would not bear the freight from any other, and if Eng-
land was to prohibit the export of it, that trade muft be at
an end ; and we muft not forget, that the Britith manu-
facturers of leather have already complained, that by gettin
bark from Wales, we are enabled to work on as goo
terms as England.

Let him ook to hops; will this country grow them ?
On the other hand, what wants do we fupply for England ?
wool and linen yarn, to our own great advantage ; but it
is in-vain to proceed ; the Houfe muft fee we are talking
of @ fubje& not yet underftood ; when known, and Ire-
land unprejudiced and in her calm reafon, will never re-
je€ the many blefiings it holds out to her trade ;—it gives
wealth and fecurity which I truft will never be refufed from
- awild imagination of Utopian Republics, Commonwealths,

‘Monarchies.-—God knows what.

I will ftand or fall with the Bill, that not a line in 1t
touches your Conftitution ; it is now left to the decifion of
the country, it is not abandoned, God forbid it thould ;
and I truft I fhall fee the mation afk it at our hande, that

‘ we
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we may be able then to obtain it fhall be my prayers
the Minifter cannot promife- he has done his duty—and
it will be my pride at a future day, when- its rcal value
fhall be known, that I bore a leading fhare in the tranfac-
tion—that I laboured to procure for Ireland folid and fub-
ftantial benefits, which even two ycars ago no man had
an idea of even looking to. :

Mr. Grattan faid, The Right Honourable Member has
fpoken not like an Irith ambailadory but an Englith faétor;
he has blazoned forth the wants and weaknels of his.own
country with a triumph ; he has gone into a moft cffenfive,
cruel, and difgufting catalogue of the obligations of this
country to England, and he has concealed, with an unac-
countable partiality to a country which is'not his own, the
many and various obligations of Great Britain to [reland
—~her obligations to that kingdom for agreat part of her im-
portance as a nation, in the confideration of foreign powers,
her more particular obligations te that country, fuch as
—her dependency on Ireland, with regard to linen yarn,
woollen yarn, hides, and proviions. Was money nothing ?
Were men nothing ! England gets both from Ireland.
This dependency has been ftated, and admitted by almoft
every Englithman who fpoke on this bulinefs in Great
Britain ; but they have gone further, and expretly declared,
‘that the Britith monopoly mn the Weft, the Company's
charter in the Eaft, nay thg.a&l of navigation, depended
on the Parliament of Ireland: * What were the words?
¢ The guardian(hip of theie important confideraions is left
to Ireland”—thefe were the words of the Englithman, the
contrary is the boalt of the Irithman. ,

The Right Honourable Member has denied that this
bill framed here adopts the fourth Propofition, and the fifth,
which obliges us to follow England in her laws with re-
fpect to foreign plantation produce. He read his own bill,
and he reads the fourth Propofition, and the fifth,—but as
he has had the management to change a little the words,
he conceives the public will not fee the meaning,—but this
is a vain experiment. He (tates that the Bill infifts, that
we fhould give Britith plantation produce a preference, and
favour, fuch as England gives.—How is that to be done ?
By adepting Britith laws, fuch as England makes; and
when he fofiened this covenant to adopt Englith acts with
refpeét to foreign plantations, into the phrafe of favour, he
thinks he may ftoutly deny the fa&, becaufe he is able to

ive a new appeliation to it : thus his Right Honourable

d, when he called Cork the medium of empire,
Cea thought'
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thought it would have removed the obje&ion to his calling
it an emporium. |

Sir, the Right Honourable Gentleman feems to triumph
in his knowledge of commerce, but unfortunately for the
caufe he elpoufes, this is not mere matter of detail, but of
principle likewife, viz. whether you will transfer to another
country the power of making laws for, and of governing
the trade and navigation of Ireland.  Suppofing fuch a
principle, whatever vi&tory he conceives he obtains over me
in argument, he obtains over the conftitution of his coun-
try likewife, now put down as it were and difgraced by a
moft difgufting and groundlefs recital of her weaknefs and
dependency. The Right Fonourable' Member mentions
Lerd Chief Baron Yelverton’s a&, in the framing of which
I was concerned. The Bill of that great patriot and con-
ftitutional lawyer neither does, nor could warrant, any ufe
the Member has made of it. We withed to pafs a declara-
tion of rights; men were alarmed about their property
held under Englifh aéts; he framed that a& accordingly;
but in order to obtain the affent of the Minifter, he was
obliged to adopt and pafs by reference certain Englith a&ts
then exifting, refpeéting navigation and trade, and this
pafling of Englifh a&ts then in exiftence, the Right Honour-
able Member compares to a covenant to adopt Englith adls
in all times to come, or rather indeed to adopt the Englith
legiflature. It is impoflible that the Right Honourable
Member is not aware of the fallacy and fubtlenefs of his
own argument on this fubjec ; juft fo he argues, that you
may take the trade of the world under Britith regulations,
becaufe you have adopted thofe regulations in the property
trade of Great Britain— confounding the principles of pro-
perty with the privileges of free trade, as well as the prin-
ciples of logic, by arguing from the particular to the general.

I fhould apologize for having troubled you, and for the
fcattered and tirefome manner in which I have delayed you ;
but before 1 fit down, I muft obferve on a very improper
anJ dangerous fuggeition advanced by a Right Honourable
Member, that the grant of the Plantation trade, as fettied
in 1759, is revocable by the Britith Parliament ; revocable
in law, [ allow, but not revocable in Jfaith; no law can
bind the Britith legiflature, but faith will. 1don’t believe
Gentlemen have any authority from England to threaten
Jreland with that revocation ; will the Lord Lieutenant’s
Secretary fay, that he is warranted by England to hold out
to this country, that the repeal of the aét of 1779, grant-

ing
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ing the Plantation trade to Ireland is intended? The lofs
which this nation fhall fuftain from the failure of this inju-
 rious adjuftment is by the Right Honourable Membér ftat-
ed as confiderable nay, he goes further and fays, yon
will be a poor country for ever, notwithitanding your pre=
Jfent privileges ; I atk him how came he to be fatistied with
thefe privileges, and to preach fatisfa&ion to every part of
the community under thefe privileges, and to defire the
people to cultivate the bleflings of peace, as if nothing was
wanting to make them rich and comfortable, except ab-
fence from politicks :—His creed now is altered, and nei-
ther induftry nor any thing elfe will make them flourifh,
unlefs they (wallow that recipe which he prepared for them.
I alk him again, how he will reconcile his prefent argu-
ment with the declarations of his own evidence in England.
The government have fent to England certain perfons, and
one [ know to be a moft wfeful and refpe@able man, (the
others I am not acquainted with) thefe perfons were to give
evidence at the bar of the Britith Houfe of Commons, to
fhow that Ireland could not avail herfelf of the Britith mar-
ket ; their evidence is publithed—I refer # it as publifhed.
—Thus does the Right Honourable Member fend over evi-
dence to the Parliament of England, and then falfifies his
own evidence in the Parliament of Ireland.

Sir, I hope we fhall never again fee this Bill, or any
thing like it ; if ever it has a refurre@ion, I will attend it
with unaltered abborrence. The averfion entertained againt
it is not infatuation,—there is much public indignation ;
but no public infatuation.

The Houfe beginning to be clamorous for the queftion,
Mr. Oglivie faid, 1 muft beg leave to trouble the Houfe
with a few words that they may not go away under the
falfe impreflion that a Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr.
Fofter) has endeavoured to give them of the 47 of Free
Trade, by ftating that Great Britain had a right to refume
that grant at her pleafure; I have already contradited that
conftruction of the AQ, and I now repeat it, that the
duration of the A& depends entirely on Ireland, as it is
exprefly declared by the A&, that ;¢ Jhall have continuance
Jo long as the conditions are complied with by Ireland.—
I deny therefore, in the fulleft manner, that Great Britain
has any right to repeal the A& of 1780, 1 acknowledge
indeed that fhe has the power, which is the Ruflian’s right,
the right of violence and injuftice ; the exercife of which

never
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never ought to be admitted as a poflible cafe in the conduét
of Great Britain towards Irelund. And yet withent fuch a
fuppofition, the boafted advantages that are faid to be in-
fured to Ireland by this {yftem will not bear examining,
Great Britain exports coals to Holland and France, and the
tax might be fo managed as not to be fo injurious to this
kingdom as to the Britith coal owners, if [reland thould
ever be treated, in this article as a foreign ftate.—Hops

the could have better and cheaper from Flanders, and malt

fhe ought to prohibit, bark fhe might have from France
where it is cheap and plenty 5 and bay falt from St. Ubes.
But queftions are fometimes beft anfwered by cther quef-
tions : Where could Great Britain get linen and bay yarn,
hides, &c. &c. to fupply her manufadtuies, provifions to
feed her iflands and flect, money to maintain the Irifh
abfentees penfioners and “annuitants that live with her,
and to pay the army that Ireland keeps for her, and men to
fight her battles by fea and by land.  All fuch arguments,
however, can never be admitted, except on the fuppofition
of mutual injury and hottility, and it is fingular enough
that fuch arguments have been advanced only by minifters
and fervants of the crown, who certainly ought not to have
been the foremolt in ftating cafes of injuftice, hoftility and
feparation. Ireland certainly receives great benefit from
the encouragement given by Great Britain to her linen
manufallure, it would be a folly not to acknowledge it ;
and madnefs not to continue it, the repays this encourage-
ment by fidelity and affection, exerted always beyond her
abilities, attached to her Sovereign and Britith connexions,
attached paffienately to her conftitution thit fhe conceives
ftrengthened by thefe connexions, fhe may be rendered a
blefling or a'curfe. A regard for the public happinefs pre-
vents me from puthing the fuppofitions of minifters into a
view of confequences, which no real friend to his King and
Country-ought to have glanced at, both countries have
much to lofe and little to gain, on the event of fuch rath
aud defperate fuppofitions: and I hope the good fenfe, the
moderation and mutual interefts of both kingdoms will de

feat every meafure calculated to divide them, whether plan-
ned by hoftility and defign, or originating in ignorance and

Incapacity. .

The queftion was here again loudly called for, when
Mr. Flood rofe and declared, he would not detain the Houle
3_minute, as he had but a word or two to fay. In fad,

he
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he faid the debate was at an end three hours ago, for it
was fo long fince he had confented 1o relinquifh his re-
folurion, but that Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe,
to what end or from what motive he was ata lofs to imagine,
had though: proper to continue the debate. He had never
heard, he faid, more mifchievious or more inflammatory
language than had been held that evening, nor more faucy
olly—

£ '{’he Chancelfor of the Exchequer called Mr. Fleod to Order,
and moved that his words might be taken down, declaring
that he did not underftand fuch an expreflion.

This occalioned fome little confufion, when the Chancel-
lor of the Exchegicer, in order to reftore the harmony of the

Houle, and to conciliate both fides of ity confented to .

withdraw his motion for taking down Mr. Flood’s words.

Mr. Food, however, cheared and ‘encouraged by his
fide of the Houfe, faid, ¢ let the Right Hon. Gentleman
take down my words, if he pleafes ; I do not retra& my ex-
preffion, I am ready to maintain and defend it.”

The Chancellor neverthelefs forebore to urge his motion.

About this time, the Speaker complained to the Houfe
of being very much indifpofed. The call for the queftion
was thereupen loudly echoed, but,

Mr. Flood again prefented himfelf to the Chair, which
gave rife to a cry from the Treafury Bench fide of the
Houfe of fpoke ! fpoke !

This occafioned a difpute about the queftion of Order
which was chiefly managed by the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, Sir Henry Cavendith, Sir Lucius O'Brien, and
Mr Flood. -

The Chancellor of the Excheguer contended that no Gen-
tleman had a right to {peak more than once to a queltion
unlefs he rofe to fpeak in explanation.

Sir  Henry Cavendifb, on the other hand, declared the
Chancellor of the Exchequer totally miftaken and ill-fourd-
ed in the do@rine. of order that he had laid down. The
rule of order, Sir Henry faid, was when the queftion be-
fore the Houfe was the queftion of adjournment, every
Member had'@ right to rife and fpeak to it as often as he
thought proper. :

Several Gentlemen rofe todel jver their opinions on the

Sa,in;;; in difpute, but, there being a loud call for Sir Lucius
-

% Sir,
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Sir Lucius rofe and declared, he had not entertained the
leaft idea of rifing to take part in the controverfy, but
hearing his name {o loudly called upon, he had been ob-
liged to rife. 'The matter in conteft, Sir Lucius faid, he
thought was eafy to be fettled. A queftion of adjournment
was always moved with a view to fhorten the Debate ; it
appeared therefore to him abfurd in the extreme, that any
rule of order fhould be eftablithed for a Debate on fuch
a queftion, which, inftead of fhortening, muft inevitably
tend to lengthen the difcuffion. Of courfe, his opinion
was, that no Gentleman had a right to fpeak more than
once on a queftion, unlefls he rofe to explain.

The queftion was put, and the Houfe adjourned till the
fifth of September.

E 'R R @ -7 UQM.

The following, which is the concluding part of Mr. Rowley’s Speech,
and fhould have appeared p. 137, was by accident omitted.

% ¢ Efpecially as he confidered the fourth Refolution to diminifh, if
not to take away, the legiflative authority of the Parliament of Ireland,
and to enforce them to adopt laws to be made by another nation,
withcut their deliberation ; which appeared to him only to enable
them to regifter afs formed by another country ; which though the
commercial arrangement propofed, might bring millions of wealth,
which he had not fufficiently confidered to judge of, he could never
“ confent to, with the lofs of conflitutional liberty.—Notwithftanding
“ what he had faid, he muft do the juftice to the Right Hon. Gentleman
- % who introduced the Bill. to acknowledge, that, in his opinion, he
“ had behaved with great honefty, candour and propriety in the manner
“ of bringing it forward ; and that he was convinced, their prefent Chief
“ Governor, for whom he had the moft unfeigned, and utmoft refped,
““ had the beft intentions for the intereft of both nations; which he
““ hoped might be brought about by the wifdom of the two countries, for
“ the equal and mutual advautage of each. He could adduce fironger
¢ arguments in fupport of his opinion, but at that late time of the debate,
“ and at fo late an hour, he faid, he fhould not trouble the Houfe further,”
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Effe&uating the Intercourfe and Commerce between Great
Britain and Ireland, on permanent and equitable Prine
ciples, for the mutual Benefit of both Kingdoms.

(Moved for in the Houfe of Commons of Ireland by the Right Hon.
THOMAS ORDE, on Friday, Auguft 12, and prefented by him
on Monday, Auguft 15, 1785.)

THEREAS it is highly important to the general interefts of the
Britith Empire, that the trade between Great Britain and lreland
fhould be encouraged and extended as much as poffible ; and for that pur-
pofe, that the intercourfe and commerce between the faid kingdoms fhould
‘benow finally regulated and fettled on permanent and equitable principies,
for tlie mutual benefit of both;
THEREFORE, in order to effeuate the faid intended fettlement.
BE it declared, by the King’s Moit Excellent Majefty, by and with the
- -advice and confent of the Lovds fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in
this prefent Parliament affembled, that it thall be held and adjudged tobea
fundamenal and effential condition of the prefent fertiement, that no pro-
hibition fhall exift in ecither of the kingdoms of Great Britain or Ircland .
againft the importation, ufe or fale of any article of the growth, produce or

manufacture of the other of the faid kingdoms, except fuch ay are herein-
after excepred,

AND be it thereforeenacted, by the authority aforefaid, that no prohibi-
bition fhall exift in-this kingdom after the commencement of this act, on
the importation. ufe or fale of any article of the growth, produce or manu-
Afa&ture of Great Lritaing except fuch as now exift or may hereafter cxift
againft the insportation of corn, meal, malt, flour and bifcuit; and alfo
except fuch qualified prohibitions as do not abfolutely prevent the im-
portation of goodsor manufactures, or materials of manufacture, but only !
regulate or prefcribe the tonnage or dimenfions, or built, or country of
the thipsor vefleis in which the fame may be imported; or regulate or
Preferibe the weight, fize or quantity of the article to be therein imported,

or the packages in which the fame may be contained, or regulate or pre-
fcribe other circumftances relative thereto ; and alfo, except prohibitions
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refiraining the importation for fale of ammunition, arms, gunpowder, and
other utenfils of war, unlefs by virtue of his Majefty’s licenfe ; and alfo,
except fuch prohibitions as may be neceflary for protecing the copyrights

_of authors and bookfellers, the engraved property of engravers, and of the

venders of prints and maps, and all other exclufive rights and privileges
which are or may be fecured in this kingdom for the encouragement of
new inventions to bodies corporate or individuals, by afs of Parliament,
grants from the crown, or otherwife.

AND be it declared, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be held and
adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettles
ment, that in all cafes in which there is a difference between the duties on
articles of the growth, produce or manufa&ture of Great Britain when im-
ported into Ireland, and the duties on the fame articles of the growth, pro-
duce or manufa&ure of Ireland when imported into Great Britain, the'du-
ties on fuch articles fhould be reduced in the kingdom where they are
higheft to an amount not exceeding the duties which were payable in the
other on the 17th day of May, 178z ; fo that in every cafe in which any
article was charged with a duty on importation into Ireland, of rol. 10s.
per centum or upwards, on the 17th day of May, 1782, the amount of the
1aid duties, fo reduced, fhall not be lefs than the faid duty of rol. 10s, per
centum ; and that all articles which are now importable duty free into
either kingdom from the other, {hall hereafter be imported duty free mto
cach kingdom from the other refpeétively,

BE it therefore ena@led, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be lawful
to import into this kingdom all goods of the growth, produce or manu-
fatture of Great Britain, except as_herein excepted, fubje& to fuch rates
and duties as aforefaid, to be fixed and afcertained in the manner to be
herein-after directed,

AND be it declared, by the authority aforefaid, that i¢ fhall be held and
adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fet-
tlement, that in all cafes in which the articles of the confumption of either
kingdom fhall be charged with an internal duty on the manufa&ure, fuch
manufacture, when imported from the other, may be charged with a fur-
ther duty on the importation adequate to countervail the duty on the ma-
nufadture ; and that in all cafes in which there fhall be aduty in either
kingdom on the raw material of any manufa&ure, fuch manufature may
on its |mportat|on from the other kingdom, be charged with fuch a coun-
terva:lmg duty as may be fufficient to fubjeét the fame to burthens ade-
quate to thofe to which fuch manufa&ure is fubje&, in confequence of
fuch duties on fuch raw materials, in the kingdom into which fuch man-
nufafture may be fo imported ; and that in all cafes in which a bounty
fhallbe given in either kingdom on any articles manufa&ured therein,
which fhall remain on fuch articles when exported to the other, fuch articles
may be charged witha further duty in the kingdom into which they fhall
be imported, fufficient to countervail fuch bounty remaining thereon.

PROVIDED always, that the duty to be impofed on manufaftured falt

im-
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imported into any part of Great Britain, in order to countervail the inter-
nal duty thereon, may be computed according to the rate of the internal
duty payable thereon in England,

AND beitdeclared and enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that it thall
be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the
Prefent fettlement, that no new or additional duty or duties fhall be here-
after impofed in either kingdom on the importation of any article of the
8rowth, produce or manufacture of the other, except fuch countervailing
duties as may from time to time be impofed, as herein before provided,
in confequence of any internal duty on the manufacture, or of any duty on
the raw material of which fuch manufa&ure is compofed, or of any bounty
given on any goods manufactured in the other kingdom, and remaining on
fuch goods when exported therefrom ; and that fuch countervailing duties
to be impofed as aforefaid fhall continue fo long only as the internal con-
fumption fhall be charged with the duty or duties on the manufaéture or
Taw marterial which fuch duty fo impefed fhall have been intended to
€ountervail, or fo long as fuch article fhall retain on exportation from the
other kingdom the bounty which fuch duty fo impofed fhall have been in.
tended to countervail,

AND be it declared, by the Authority aforefaid, that it fhall be held
and adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent
fettlement, that no new prohibition or new or additional duty fhall hereaf-
ter be impofed in either kingdom on the exportation of any articles of na-
tive growth, produce or manufacture to the other, except fuch as either
kingdom may deem expedient from time te time, upon corn, meal, malt,
flour and bifcuit,

PROVIDED always, and it is hereby declared, by the authority aforefaid,
to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement, that
when any article of the growth, produce or manufa&ure of either king.
dom fhall be prohibited by the laws of fuch kingdom to be exported to
foreign countries, the fame article, when exported to the other kingdom,
fhall be prohibited to be re-exported from thence to any foreign country,

AND be it declared, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be held and
adjudged to be a fundamental and effential conditior: of the prefent fettle
ment, that no bounties whatever thould be paid or payable in either king.
dom on exportation of any article to the other, except fuch as relate to
corn, meal, malt, flour, and bifcuit, and except alfo the bounties at pre.
fent given in Great Britain on beer and fpirits diftilled from corn, and ex-
cept fuch as are or fhall be in the nature of drawbacks, or compenfations
for duties paid, y '

BE it therefore ena&ed, by the authority aforefaid, that all bountieg
now payable in this kingdom by virtue of any a& or a&s of parliament on
the exportation of any article to Great Britain, fhall ceafe and determine,
and be no longer paid or payable from and after the commencement of
this a&, exceptany bounties which relate to corn, meal, malt, flour and
bifcuit, and except (uch as are in thenature of drawbacks, or compenfati-
oas for duties paid.

AND be it deslared, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be held and
e Az adjudged
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adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefant fertle-
ment, that all articles of the growth, produce or manufa@ure of Great
Britain or Ireland fhould be exportable from the kingdom into which they
fhall be imported from the other, as free from duties as fimilar commodi-
ties of the fame kingdom, and fhall be entitled to fuch drawbacks or
beunties on exportation from the kingdom into which they fhall have been
fo imported, as may leave the fame fubjet to no heavier M’mhens, in con-
fequence of the duties on importation, than the like articles of the growth,
produce or manufature of the kingdom into which they fhall have been fo
imported, g

PROVIDED always, and it is hereby declared, by the authority afore.
faid, to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement,
that when any article of the growth, produce or manufa@ure of ejther
kingdom fhall be liable in fuch kingdom to any duty on being exported
to any foreign country or countries, the fame article, if it fhall have been
imported from fuch kingdom into the other, fhall; on exportation from
fuch other kingdom to any foreign countryor countries, pay the fame du-
ties as it would have been liable to on exportation from the kingdom
of its growth, produce or manufa&ure, to fuch foreign country or coun-
tries ; and that when any article of the growth, produce or manufa&ure
of either kingdom fhall be prohibited by the laws of the faid kingdom to
be exported to any foreign country or countries, the fame article, if it fhall
have been imported from fuch kingdom into the other, fhall be prohibited
to be exported from fuch other Kingdom to fuch foreign country or coun-
tries to which it may be prohibited to be exported from the kingdom of
its growth, preduce or manufallure,

BE it therefore enafted, by the authority aforefaid, that all articles of
the growth, produce or manufafture of Great Britain, imported into Ire-
land, fhall be entitled to fuch freedom or exemption from duty: and to
fuch drawbacks, or beunties in the nature of drawbacks, on exportation
from Ireland to any place or country whatever, as may render them fubjed,
on fuch exportation; to no heavier burthen than the like articles of the
growth, produce or manufacure of Irzland are or may be fubje& to on
exportation therefrom to the fame places or countries refpetively, except
fuch articles of the growth, produce or manufacture of Great Britain whic h
are or fhall be at any time hereafter fubjet to-duty on being exported
from that kingdom to any foreign country or countries, which articles
thall be made fubjeét to the fame duty or duties on being exported from |
this kingdom to fuch foreign country or countries as they are or may -'
hereafter be fubjet to on being exported from Great Britain to fuch fo-
reign country or countries.

AND be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that all articles of the
growth, produce or manufacture of Great Britain, which are or may here-
after be prohibited by the laws of that kingdom to be exported to any
fareign country or countries, fhall, after importation into this kingdom,
be prohibited to be re-exported from this kingdom to fuch foreign country
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or countriss to whiclr they are or may hereafter be prohibited to be ex.
ported from Great Britain.

AND whereas, in order to afcertain the duties, exemptions from duties,
qualified prohibitions, bounties and drawbacks which may take place, as
aforefaid, on the importation of the articles of the growth, produce or
manufa@ure of either kingdom into the other, or on the exportation of the
articles of the growth, produce or manufa@ure of either kingdom from
thence to the other, or on the exportation of the articles of the growthy
produce or mauufacture of either kingdom from the other to any foreigm
countries, it is expedient that proper perfons be appointed in each king=
dom to prepare a fchedule or fchedules thereof, to be laid before the par-
liaments of hoth kingdoms, for their confideration and approbation :

BE itenaQed, by the authority aforefaid, that
§ fhall, and they, or any
or more of them, are hereby authorized and empowered
to meet, conferand confult, touching the fermation of fuch. fchedule or
fchedules as aforefaid, or any particulars relative thereto, with any perfon
or perfons who may be appointed for the like purpofe by wirtue of any
aét of the parliament of Great Britain,
AND be itenacted, by the authority aforefaid, that the faid

or.any or more of them fhall, and they are hereby required
to lay, with all convenient fpeed, fuch fchedule or fchedules, and a report
of their proceedings relative to the formation thereof, before the Houfe
of Commons of Ireland,
AND be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that the faid
. or any
or more of them fhall, and they are hereby empowered
to examine upen oath any perfons whatever who fhall be willing to be fo
" examined, touching any matters relative to the formation of the faid
fchedules,
AND be it further enafled, that the faid
fhall, on or be-
for2 the day of take and fubfcibe the follow-
ing oath before the Chancellor of his Majefty’s Exchequer, or before any
one of the Barons of the Court of Exchequer, viz.

I. A. B. do feweary that as a commiffioner apprinted by wirtue of an aft, ine
fitled, ¢ 4% , Teillite
the beft of my judgment and ability, faitbfully avd impartially difebarge the
truft thereby repofed im me, withour favor or affeétion to any perfon or  perfons
whatever.

So help me God-

AND be it declared, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be held

and. uﬁndpd to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent
fettle~
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fettlement, that all articles not the growth, produce or manufaltuse of
Great-Britain or Ireland, except thofe of the growth, produce or manufac-
ture of any countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights or Ma-
gellan, during fuch time as the trade to the faid countries (hall coftinue
tobe carried on by an exclufive company having liberty to import into
the port of London only, fhall be imported into each kingdom from the
other reciprocally, under the fame regulations, and at the fame duties, if
fubje to duties, to which they would be liable when imported directly
from the country or place from whence the fame may have been imported
into Great Britain or Ireland refpetively, as the cafe may be :

- BE it therefors ena&ted, by the authority éforcfaid, that it fhall and -
may be lawful to import from Great Britain into Ireland, in fhips navi-
gated according to law, all goods not the growth, produce or manufa&ure
of Great Britain or Ireland, under the fame regulations, and at the fame
duties to which fuch goods would be liablein this kingdom when import-
ed direély from the country or place from whence the fame may have been
imported into Great Britain, )

* AND be it declared, by theauthority aforefaid, that it thall be held and
adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettle.
ment, that all duties originally paid on the importation into either king-
dom refpedtively, of gocds not the growth, produce or manufa&ure of
Great Britain or Ireland, fhall be fully drawn back within a limited time
on the exportation thereof from one kingdom to the other, except on the
exportation to Ireland from Great Britain of arrack, foreign brandy and
foreign rum, and all forts of ﬁrong waters not imported from the Britith
colonies in the Weft Indies; and except fuch duties as may be retained to
be accounted for as herein-after provided, on articles exported from Great
Britain to Ireland, beinz the growth, produce or manufa&ture of the coun-
tries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan,

. BE it therefore enafted, by the authority aforefaid, that all duties origi-
nally paid or fecured on the importation into this kingdom of any goods
or commodities not being the growth, produce or manufa&ure of Great
Britain, fhall be fully drawn back, or the fecurity for the fame difcharged,
on exportation thereof to Great Britain within three years after the im.
portation thereof into this kinzdom.

'PROVIDED always, and be it enatted, by the authority aforefaid, that
no fuchdrawback thall be paid, or fecurity difcharged, until a certificate
from the proper officer of the revenus in Great Britain, ftating the due
entry and landing of fuch articles, thali be returned and delivered to the
proper officer of the port from whence the fame fhall have been exported,
apd until the feveral other particulars by law required in the cafe of draw-
backs fhall have been duly obferved.

AND WHEREAS by an a& paffed in this kingdom in the twenty-firft
and twenty fecond years of his Majefty’s reign, entitled an a for extend-
ing certain of the provifions contained in an a&, eititled an a& confirm-

ing all the ftatutes made in England, reciting ¢ that it is the earnzft and
“ affectionate
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* affe@tionate defire, as well as the true intereft of his Majefty’s fubjects
“ of this kingdom, to promote as far as in them lies the navigation,
“ trade and commercial interefts of Great Britain as well as Ireland, and
¢ that a fimilarity of laws, manners and cuftoms muft naturally conduce
“ to ftrengthen and perpetuate that affection and harmony which do, and
“ at all times ought to fubfiit between the people of Great Britain
“ and Ireland,” itis enaded, that all fuch claufes and provitions con-
tained in any flatutes theretofore made in England or Great Britain,
concerning commerce, as import to impofe equal reftraints on the fubjects
of England and Ireland, and to entitle them to equal benefits ; and alfo
all fuch claufes and provifions contained in any ftatute made as aforefaidy
as equally concern the feamen of England and Ireland, or of Great Britain
and Ireland, fave fo far as the fame have been altered or repealed, thould
be accepted, ufed and executed in this kingdom, according to the prefent
tenor thereof refpectively : .

IN order, therefore, to carry into further effet the earneft and affectione
ate defire of his Majefty’s fubjects in this kingdom to promote the naviga-
tion, trade and commercial interefts of both kingdoms, and in order to
provide for fecuring to the fubjects of both a full and equal enjoyment in
all times to come of the exclufive privileges of the trade and navigation of
the empire,

BE it declared, by the authority aforefaid, that it thall be held and ad-
judged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement,
that all privileges, advantages and immunities which are now or may
hereafter be enjoyed by fhips built in Great Britain, or by fhips belonging
to his Majefty’s fubjets refiding in Great Britain, or by thips manned by
Britith feamen, or by fhips manned by certain proportions of Britifh fea=
men, fhall to all intents and purpofes whatever be enjoyed in the fame
manner, and under the fame regulations and reftriGtions refpectively by
fhips built in Ireland, or by fhips belonging to his Majefty’s fubjeds re-
* fiding in Ireland, or by fhips manned by Irith feamen, or by fhips manned
by certain proportions of Irith feamen ; and that all laws which thall
hereafter be enaéted by the parliament of Great Britain for fecuring exclu-
five privileges, advantages and immunities to the fhips and mariners of
Great Britain, and of the Britilh colonies, fettlements and plantations,
fhall fecure the fame privileges, advantages and immunities, in all refpeds,
-and in as full and ample manner, to the fthips and mariners of Ireland, as
torthe fhips and mariners of Great Britain, and of the Britith colonijes,
fettlements and plantations ; and that the like exclufive privileges fhall
from time to time be confirmed and fecured in the fame manner, and un.
der the fame reflraints and regulations, in this kingdom as in Great
Britain, to the fhipsand mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britith
colonies, fettlements and plantations.

AND beit declared, that it fhall be held and adjudged to be a funda.
mental and cffential condition ‘of the prefent fertlement, that - Irith fail
cloth fhall be deemed Britith within the meaning of every a refpeQing
the furnifhing of thips therewith, and be entitled to equal preference or ad-
vantage as Britifh, for the ufe of the Britifh navy.

AND be it further declared and enacted, that it thall be held and adjudg-
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ed to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement,
that the people of this kingdom now, and at all times to come, fhall
have the benefit of trading to and from the Britifh colonjes and plantati-
ons in the Weft Indies and America, and to and from the Britith fetrle-
meatson the coaft of Afiica, and in all articles of their growth, pro-
duce or manufature, in as full and ample manner as the people of Great
Britain ; and fhall likewife have the benefit of trading in the like ample
manner to and from all fuch colonies, fettlements and plantatiens which
Great Britain may hereafter acquire or eftablith ; and alfo to and from fuch
Britifh fettlements as may exift in the countries beyond the Cape of Good
Hope to the Streights of Magellan, whenever the commerce to the faid
countries fhall ceafe to be carried on by an exclufive company having li-
berty to import into the port of London only; and therefore that the
commerce to and from the (aid colonies, fettlements and plantations,
fhall at all times be carried on between Ireland and the faid colonies, plan-
ta.ti.ons and fettlements, under the like regulations, reftri@ions and prohi-
bitions as between Great Britain and the faid colonies, plantations and
fett.lements; and fo that all articles imported from the fai’d colenies, plan-
tations and fettlements into Ireland, fhall be made fubje@ to the fame

duties as the like articles are, or from time to time thall be fubje& to on

importation into Great Britain; and that aj) articles experted from Ire.

I?nd to any of the faid colonies, plantations and fettlements, may be made
liable to fuch duties,

! and entitled to fuch drawbacks only, and put under
thch regulaflons as may be neceflary, in order that the fame may not be
exported thl_l lefs duties or impofitions than the like articles fhall be
b.”“hened W“h_ when exported from Great Britain ; and that the importa-
tion‘of the articles of the growth, produce or manufacure of the faid
colonies, plantations and fettlements in America, the Weft Indies, and.
the coafts of Africa, fhall be favoured by this kingdom in as full and
ample a manner 4s by Great Britain, againft the interference of fimilar
articles from foreign colonies ; and that the importation of fuch articles
of the growth, produce or manufa&ure of any Britifh colonies or fettle-
ments beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, fhall
be favoured in like manner as by Great Britain againt the interference of
fimilar articles from any countries beyond the faid Cape to the faid
Streights.

AND be it therefore ena@ed, that fuch perfons to be appointed as afore-
faid, thall prepare a like fchedule or fchedules of fuch duties, prohibiti-
tions and regulations as may now be neceffary for the faid purpofes re-
fpecting the Britith colonies and plantations, the Weft Indies and Ame-
rica, and the Britifh fettlements on the coaft of Africa, to be laid before
the Houfe of Commonsof this Kingdom in the next feffion of Parliament,
‘or as foon as Conveniently may be.

PROVIDED always, and it is hereby declared and enaéled, that it is
not effential to, nor is intended by the prefent fettlerment, that any duty
thould at any time be impofed on the exportation of linens or provifions
from this kingdom to any Britith colony, plantation or fettlement, or any
additional duty on the importation into this kingdom of rum frem any
{uch colony, plantation ar fettlement, or of any material of manufa&ure
which
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Which is gow or may hereafter be allowed to be imported duty free into

either kingdom.
AND be it declared, that it fhall be held and adjudged to be a funda,

mental condition of the prefent fettlement, that all rum, peltry, whale-
fins or oil imported from the countries belonging to the United States of
America, oras the produce of fitheries carried on by the fubjeéts of the
faid States, fhall be made fubjec to the fame duties, on importation inte
this kingdom, as the fame are or may be fubje to on importation in like
manner into Great Britain,

AND beit therefore enated, that the perfons to be appointed as afore-
faid, fhall prepare a fchedule or fchedules of fuch duties as may be now
neceflary to be impofed for shat purpofe, and lay the fame before the
Houfe of Commons of this kingdom on the firft day of the next feffion of
Parliament, or as foon as conveniently may be,

PROVIDED always, and it is hereby declared and enaéted, that it is
not intended by this prefent fettlement, that any duty or prohibition on
any article of the growth, produé or manufacture of any foreign colony ;
or onany rum, oil, peltry or whale-fins of any of the States of Nerth
America, fhould be impofed until the expiration of four menths, if the
Parliament of Ireland fhall be then fitting, and (hall continue to fit for
four months next enfuing, without being prerogued or diffolved; or in
cafe the Parliament fhall not be then fitting, or fhall not continue to fit
for four menths without being prorogued or diffolved, then within four
months after the commencement of the next enfuing feflion of Parliament,

AND beitalfo declared, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be
held and adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the pre-
fent fettlement, that no bounties fhould be payable in Ireland on the ex-
portation of any article to any of the Britifh colonies or plantations in
America, or in the Weft Indies, or to the Britifh fettlements on the coatt
of Africa, or in the Eaft Indies, or on the exportation of any article
imported from the Britith colonies or plantations in America, or in the

‘Weft-Indies, or from the Britith fertlements on the coaft of Africa, or in
the Eaft Indies, or of any manufa¢ure made of fuch article, unlefs in
cafes where a fimilar bounty is payable in Great Britain on exportation
from thence, or where fuch bounty is merely in the nature of a drawback,
or compenfation of or for duties paid over and above any duties paid in
Great Britain,

AND be it declared, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be held
and adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent
fettlement, that when any goods of the growth, produce or manufa&ure
of the Britifh Weft India Iflands, or any other of the Britith colonies or
plantations, fhall be imported into this kingdom from Great Britain,
fuch original certificate of the revenue officer or officers of the faid colo-
nies refpeclively as fhail be required by law on importation into Great
Britain, fhall be delivered to the colleor of the port whers the fame
fhall be imported into this kingdom ; and if the whole quantity of fuch
goods included in one certificate fhall not be imported at one time, then
fuch original certificate, properly endorfed as to quantity, fhall be delivered

with the firft parcel ; and to indentify the remainder, if exported within
B three
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threc years, new certificates from the proper officer of the port in Great
! Britain, extracted from the regiftry there, of the original documents,
fpec:t‘ymg the quantities before exported from Great Britain, by what
? veffels and to what ports, fhall be delivered to the colle@or of the port

< where the fame fhall be imported, vnder pain of forfeiting all fuch goods

fo imported without fuch certificates refpectively.

BE it therefore enacted, by the authority aforefaidy that when any fhip
or vefle! fhall arrive from any port or place in Great Britain at any port
in this kingdom laden with any goods the growth, produce or manufac-
ture of the Britith Weft India iflands or any other of the Britith colonies
or plantations, no fuch goods thall be admitted to be imported into this
kingdom unlefs accompanied with fuch original certificates of the revenue
officers in the faid colonies as fhall be required by law on importation into
Great Britain from the faid colonies or plantations refpectively, under
fuch regulations, reftritions, penalties and forfeitures as the like geods
are fubje@ to on importation into Great Britain from the faid colonies and
plantations refpectively, or unlefs when the whole quantity included in
one certificate fhall not be fhipped at any one time, the original certifi-
cate, properly endorfed as to quantity, fhall have been fent with the firft
parcel, and the remainder fhall have been fhipped within three years,
and fhall be accompanied with new certificates granted by the proper
officers of the perts in Great Britain, ‘extraéted from a regiftry of the
original documerits, fpecifying the quantities before thipped from thence,
by what veffel and to what port.

AND be it declared, that it fhall be held and adjudged tobe a funda-
mental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement, that fo long as
the commerce bétween Great Britain and the countries beyond the Cape
of Good Hope to the Stréights of Magellan fhall continue to be carried on
folely by on exclufive company having liberty to import into the port of
London'only, no goods of the growth, produce or manufacture of the
faid countries fliall be imported into this kingdom from ‘any other place
than from Great Britain, except dye ftuffs, drugs, cotton or other wool
and fpiceries, and except fuch goods as are now or hereafter may be im-
portable into Great Britain from any other place than the faid countries,
which goods fhall be importable into this kingdom from the fame coun-
tries from which they may be importable into Great Britain, and under
the fame duties and regulations to which they fhall be fubje& on fuch’
importation into Great Britain,

BE it therefore enacted, that fo long as the comimerce between Great
Britain and the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights
of Magellan fhall continue to be carried on folely by an exclufive compa-
ny having liberty to import into the port of London only, no goods of
the growth, produce or manufa@ure of the faid countries fhall be import-
ed into this Kingdom from any other place than from Gieat Britain, ex-
cept dye ftuffs, drugs, cotton or other wool and fpiceries, and except fuch
goods as may now or hereafter may be importable into Great Britain from
any other place than the faid countries, which goods fhall be importable

into
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dnto this kingdom from the fame countries from which they may be im-
portableinto Great Britain, and under the fame duties and regulations to
which theyfhall be fubject on fuch importation into Great Britain, under
penalty of forfeiting all fuch goods, and the fhip or veflel in which the
fame fhall be imported, with all her guns, tackle, furniture and ammu-
nition,

PROVIDED always, and it is hereby declared, that it fhall be held and
adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettle.
ment, that no prohibition fhall exift or be laid in Great Britain on the
¢xportation of any goods of the growth, produce or manufaure of the
faid countries from Great Britain to Ireland, and that all duties paid on
importation thereof fhall be drawn back in Great Britain on fuch exporta-
tion, or that fuch part of the faid duties as fhall be retained thall be ac.
<ounted for and remitted to the revenue of this kingdom,

AND be it declared, that it thall be held and adjudged to be a funda-
mental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement, that all goods of
the growth, produce or marufa@ure of Ireland, whether exported from
Ireland or from Great Britain, fhall be deemed Britith goods within the
meaning of any obligation in any ftatute or charter of fuch exclufive com-
pany, to export any quantity or value of Britith goods annually, or other-
wife, fo as effectually to allow the exportation of fuch goods by the faid
company from this kingdom, and from Great Britain, and that fuch ex-
portation fhall be for fo much a performance of fuch obligation ; and that
all thips freighted by the faid company fhall be at liberty to touch at any
of the ports of this kingdom, and to take on board any goods, whether

native or foreign, which the faid ccmpany are or fhall be permitted to ex-
port from Great Britain. '

AND be it declared, that it fhall be held and adjudged to be a funda-
mental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement, that fo long as
the faid trade fhall be carried on by fuch an exclufive company, having
‘equal liberty to carry out to the faid countries from this kingdom as from
any part of Great Britain all goods, whether of foreign or na:ive pro-
duce, no fhips fhall be allowed to clear out from this kingdom for any
of the faid countries but fuch as fhall be freighted by fuch company, and
thall have failed from the port of London, and except fuch foreign fhips
as might by any law now eor hereafter to be in force clear out for foreign
fettlements in the faid countries from Great Britain, which thips fhall be
allowed to clear out in the fame manner as is or fhall be allowed from
Great Britain, ‘

BE it therefore enated, by the authority aforefaid, that fo long as the
faid trade fhall be carriedon by fuch an exclufive company having equal
liberty to carry out to the faid countries from this kingdom any goods,
whether of foreign or native produce, whicn may be carried out to the
faid countries from Great Britain, no fhips thall be allowed to clear out from
this kingdom for any of the faid countries but fuch as fhall be freighted by
fuch company, and except fuch foreign fhips as might by any law now or
hereafter to be in force clear out for foreign fettlements in the faid coun-
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tries from Great Britain, which fhips fhall be allowed to clear out from
this kingdom in the fame manner as is or fhall be allowed from Great
Britain,

AND be it further declared, that it fhall be held and adjudged to be a
fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement, that all
goods which may be exported from this kingdom to the countrigs beyond
the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, fo long as the com-
merce with thofe countries fhall be carried on by fuch exclufive company,
fhall be exported with equal exemption from or incumbrance of duties,
and under like regulations as the fimilar goods are¢ or may be exportable
from Great Britain thither,

AND be it enaéted, that the faid perfons fo to be appointed as aforefaid,
fhall prepare a fchedule of all fuch duties and regulations as may be now
necefTary for that purpofe, to be laid before the Houfe of Commons on the
firft day of the next feffion of parliament, or as foon as conveniently may
be.

AND be it declared, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be held
and adjudged to be a fundamental and effential condition of the prefent
fettlement, that all goods or commodities whatever which fhall hereafter
be imported into this kingdom from Great Britain, er into Great Britain
from this kingdom, fhall be put, by laws to be pafied in the parlia-
ments of the two kingdoms refpectively, under the fame regulations, with
refpet to bonds, cockets and other infiruments, to which the like goods
are fubje& in paffing from one port of Great Britain to the other.

AND in order to prevent difputes touching the exercife of the right of
the inhabitants of each kingdom to fifh on the coafts of any parts of the
Briti(h dominions. |
" BE it declared, that it fhal] be held and adjudged to be a fundamental
and effential. condition of this fettlement, that the inhabitants of both
kingdoms fhall have equal right to carry on fitheries on every part of the
coafts of the Britifh dominions. ‘

BE it therefore enafted, that all his Majefty’s fubjeéts refiding in
Great Britain or the dominions belonging thereto, fhall enjoy equal privi-
Jeges and advantages with his Majefty’s fubjets refiding in Ireland, in
carrying on fitheries on the coait of Ireland,

AND be it declared, that it fhall be held and adjudged to be 3 funda-
mental and effential condition of this prefent fettlement, that the importa-

tion of -afticles from foreign. countries fhall be regulated from time to .

time in each kingdom on fuch terms as may effe@ually favour the impor-
tation of fimilar articles of the growth, produce or manufature of the
cther, except in the cafe of materials of manufa@ure w.hich are or here-
after may be allowed to be imported from foreign countn:ss duty free.- )
AND WHEREAS it may be expedient that the privileges of printing
and vending bocks, engraving prints, maps, charts and plans, which ar::
now or may be at any time hereafter legally poffefied under the gran; of
the crown or otherwife, and the copy-rights of authors and bookfellers,

the engraved property of engravers, print and map-fellers, and the ur;gdhct:
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under patents granted by the crown, or continued by par]ia.\mcnt, for the
encouragement of new inventions, fhould be prote&ted in each king-
dom :

BE it further enacted and declared, that it is not intended by this pre-
{ent fettlement, nor fhall any thing in this a& contained extend, or be
conftrued to extend, to preventthe continuing or impofing of any prohi.
bition in either Kingdom on the importation of any books, prints,. maps,
charts or plans, the exclufive privilege of printing, engraving and vend.
ing whereof in fuch kingdom fhall be legally pofleffed by any perfon cr
perfons under fuch grant or otherwife, or under fuch copy-righr, nor on
the importation of any article, the exclufive right of making, ufing or
vending whereof in fuch kingdom fhall be legally poffeffed by any. . perfon
or perfons under fuch patent or act of parliament.

AND WHEREAS it is juft and reafonable that as foon as the necef.
fary regulations fhail be agreed upon and efablifhed by the parliament of
Great Britain, for carrying the prefent fettlement into execution, and
that an a& or alls to be paffed by the faid parliament for that purpefle
thall 'be declared by the parliament of this kingdom to contain provifions

fatisfa@ory and fufficient for tii¢ fame, a provifion equally permanent and
fecure fhould be made on the part of this kingdom towards defraying,
by fome fixed mede, in proportion to its growing profperity, the necef-
fary expences of protedting the trade and general interefts of the empire :

BE it therefore further enaéled, that whatever fum the grofs
revenue of this kingdom, after deduéing all drawbacks, re-payments,
or bounties granted in the nature of drawbacks, fhall produce in the year
ending on the 25th day of March which fhall next immediately follow
the completicn and commencement of this prefent fettlement, and on
every fucceeding year ending the Zgth of March, over and above the fum

of 656,000l. Irith currency, fubje@ to the limitaticns and conditions
herein-after provided, fhall berappropriated towards the fupport of the
naval force of the empire, in manner herein-after directed,

PROVIDED always, that if in any year there fhall be incurred, ex.
cept on account of war, danger of war, infurre@ion, danger of infurrec.
tion, or fuch like unforefeen emergency, affe@ing or threatening to affe&t
the public fafety, any expence which fhall produce an excefs beyond the
total of the eftimates approved, and amount of fupplies granted by par-
liament for the fervice of fuch year, in every fuch cafe the faid extraordi-
nary expence may be payable out of and dedu@ed from the furplus, if any
fuch there be, of the faid hereditary revenue, and the remainder of fucl
furplus only thall be applicable as herein after directed.

PROVIDED aifo, that if upon a comparifon of the expences of any
cne year with the eftimates approved of, or the amount of { upplies grant-
ed by parliament for the fervice of fuch year, any deficiency fhall appear

in the produce of the aids and duties, or other ways and means granted,
allotted or appropriat-d for that fervice, fo that as the fame thall not have
been equal to the amount of fupplies granted, fuch deficiency fhall not
Ji“."r?‘f:.ﬁ upon or be deduéted from, or be made good out of fuch furplus

of
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of the faid hereditary revenue, but fuch furplus as aforefaid thall be ap-
plied towards the fupport of the naval force of the empire as herein-after
direted ; any fuch deficiency in the produce of the aids or duties, or
other ways and means, or any thing in this or any other a&t contaired to
the contrary notwithftanding,

AND be it further enacted, that fuch furplus as fhall be applicable by
virtue of this act towards the fupport of the naval force of the empire,
fhall be applied from time to time, in the firft place, to the purchafe of
fail cloth, cordage, naval ftores, gunpowder, provifions, or fuch other
articles the growth, produce or manufa@ure of this kingdom, as can bhe
conveniently and fufficiently “fupplied from thence for the ufe of the royal
navy, in fuch manner as fhall be dire@ted by his Majefty, his heirs and
fucceffors, and afterwards to fuch heads of fervice, forthe ufe of the faid
navy, as fhall be direted in like manner. '

AND be it enated, that an account fhall be kept by the proper officer
or officers of allthe ifflues made from time to time, purfuant to fuch di-
reftions, and for the purpofes for which the fame fhall have been made,

AND be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that exa and diftiné
accounts be kept by the feveral proper officers of the amount of his Ma-
jefty’s faid hereditary revenue in this kingdom, and of the exa@ draw-
backs, repayments, or bounties granted in the nature of drawbacks,
which fhall be, and by law ought to be paid or deduéted out of thefame;
and that an account of the whole be annually returned to the Lord Lieu-
tenant or other the Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, to be by
him or them tranfmitted to his Majefty ; and that a like account be an-
nually laid before parliament on the firft day of every feflion,

AND be it further declared and enacted, that it is the true intent and
meaning of the prefent fettlement, that any removal, fufpenfion or altera-
tion of any hereditary duties which may be made at any time hereafter
fhall not be deemed ap infringement of or deviation from the prefent fet-
tlement.

PROVIDED always, and it is hereby enacted, that in every fuch cafe
an account fhall be kept of what every fuch duty would have produced
in cafe it had not been altered, removed or fufpended, in order that the
amount thereof may be from time to time duly replaced to the faid here.
djtary revenue. ;

AND be itdeclared, by the authority aforefaid, that it fhall be adjudged
to bea fundamental and effential condition of the prefent fettlement, that
the due colleétion of the duties compofing the faid hereditary revenue
fhail be at all times effectually fecured, and that for that purpofe the faid
duties fhall continue to be collscted and enforced, as well by the powers,
authorities, regulations and provifions applicable to the fame by virtue of
the acts by which the faid duties were granted, as far as the fame have
not been or fhall not be hereafter altered or repealed, 'as, by any other
powers, authorities, regulations or provifions which are or may be from

time
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time to time applicable by law to the colleion of any additional duties
which are or fhall be payable on any of the faid articles refpectivaly,

AND be it declared and enacted, by the authority aforefaid, that this
act, and every part thereof, fhall commence and be in force fo foon as an
act or a&s fhall have been paffed in the Parliament of Great Britain for
carrying into effe€t, on the part of that kingdom, the prefent fettlement,
and all matters, provifions and regulations herein declared to be funda-
mental and effential conditions thereof 5 and that an a& fhall have been
Pafied in the Parliament of this Kingdom, declaring that fuch a&t or adg
of the Parliament of Great Britain contain fatisfatory provifions for car-
rying into effect the prefent fettlement,

AND WHEREAS no law made by the prefent Parliamene can limje
or reftrain the free and unquetioned excrcife or difcretion of any fucceed.
ing Parliaments, who muft be competent, equally as is the prefent, to
every act of legiflation whatever : And whereas the continuance of the
prefent fettlement muft depend on the due obfervance in both kingdoms of
the feveral matters herein declared to be fundamental and effentia) condi-
tions thereof, according to their true intent, fpirit and meaning,

BE it declared, that the continuance of the prefent fettlement, and the
duration of this act, and of every thing herein contained, fhall depend
upon the due obfervance in the kingdom of Great Britain of the feveral
matters herein declared to be fundamental and effential conditions of the
faid fettlement, according to the true intent, meaning and fpirit thereof,

PROVIDED, neverthelefs, that all the faid fundamental and effential
conditions fhall in all times be held and deemed to be, and to have been
duly obferved in the kingdom of Great Britain, unlefs it fhall have been
exprefsly declared by ajoint addrefs of both Houfes of Parliament of this
kingdom to his Majefty, that the fame have not been duly obferved,

Tune Enxp,

The
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The Original Eleven PROPOSITIONS voted by the
Parliament of Ireland in February, and fent to the Bri-
tith Houle of Commons.

L. 1) ESOLVED, That it is highly important to the general Intereft of the
'\ Britith Empire, that the Trade between Great Britain and Ireland be
enesuraged and extended as much as poffible 5 and, for that Purpefe, that the
Intercourfc and Commerce be finally fertied and regulated, on permanent
and cquitable Principles, for the mutual Benefit of both Countnies,

H. Refolved, That towards carrying into full Effe fo defirable a Settle-
ment, it is fit and proper that all Articles, not the Growth or Manufac-
iture of Great Britain or Ircland fhould be imported into each Kingdom
from .the other, reciprocally, under the fame Regulation, and at the
fame Duties, if fubjet to Duties, to which they are liable when imported
dire€tly from the Place of their Growth, Produ&, or Manufaure ; and
that all Duties originally paid on Importation into either Country refpec-
tively; fhall be fully drawn back on Exportation to the other,

1l Refolved, That, for the fame Purpofe, it is proper, that mno prohi-
bition thould exift, in cither Country, againft the Importation, Ufe or
Sale of any Article, the Growth, Produ@, or ManufaGure of the other 3
and that the Duty on the Importation of every fuch Article, if fubject to
Duty, in cither Country, fhould be precifely the fame in theone Country as in
the.other, except where an Addition may be neceffary, in either Country,
in confequence of an Internal Duty on any fuch Article of its own Con.
fumption,

1V. Refolved, that in all Cafes where the Duties on Articles of the
Growth, Produ&, or Manufadture of either Country, are different on the
Importation into the other, it would be expedient that they fhould be re-
duced, in the kingdom where they are the higheft, to the Amount payable
in the other: and that all fuch Articles fhould be exportable, from the
Kingdom into which they fhall be imported,“as free from Duty as the
fimilar Commodities or Home Manufa&ures of the fame Kingdom.

V. Refolved, That for the fame Purpofe, it is alfo proper, that in all
Cafes, whereeither Kingdom fhall charge Articles of its own Confumpti-
on with an Internal Duty on the Manufacture, ora Duty on the Material,
}lw ‘fame Manufacture, when imported from the other, may be charged
with a farther Duty on Importation, to the fame Amount as the Internal
Duty on the Manufacture, or to an Amount adequate to countervail the
Duty on the Material ; and fhall be entitled to fuch Drawbacks or Boun-
ties on Exportation, as may leave the fame fubject to no heavier burden
than the Hemeé-made Manufacture ; fuch farther Duty to continue fo
long only as the Internal Confumption fhall be charged with the Duty or

: Duties
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Duties to balance which it fhall be impofed, or until the Manufacture
coming from the other Kingdom fhall be fubjecte! there to an equal Bur-
den; not drawn back, or compenfated for on Exportation.

VI, Refolved, That, in order to give Permanency to the Settlement
now intended to be eftablifhed, it is neceffary that no Probibition, er new
or additional Duties, fhould be hereafter impofed, in either kingdom, on
the Importation of any Article of the Growth, Product or Manufacture
of the other, except fuch additional Duties, as may be requifite to balance
Duties on Internal Confumption, purfuant to the foregoing Refolution,

VII. Refolved, That, for the fame Purpofe, it is neceffary, farther, that
no Prohibition, or new or additional Duties, fhould be hereafter impofed,
in either Kingdom, on the Exportation of any Articles of native Growth,
Produ&, or Manufacture, from thence to the other, except fuch as either
Kingdom may deem expedient, from Time to Time, upon Corn, Meal,
Malt, Flour, and Bifcuits, and alfo except where there now exifts any
Prohibition which is not reciprocal, or any Duty which is not equal, in
both Kingdoms ; in every which Cafe thc Prohibition may be made reci-
procal, or the Duties raifed fo as to make them equal,

VIIl. Refolved, That for the fame Purpofe, it is neceffary, that no
Bounties whatfoever thould be paid or payable, in either Kingdom, on the
Exportation of any Article to the other, except fuch as relate to Corn, Meal,
Malt, Flour and Buifcuits, and fuch as are in the Nature of Drawbacks,
or Compenfations for Duties paid ; and that no Bounty fhall be granted q
in this Kingdom, on the Exportation of any Article imported frem the
Britith Plantations, er any Manufacture made of fuch Artic'e, unlefs in
Cafes where a fimilar Bou nty is payable in Britain on Exportation from
thence, or where fuch Bounty is merely in the nature of a Drawback, or
Compenfation of or for Duties paid, over and above any Duties paid
thereon in Britain.

IX. Refolved, That it is expedient, for the general Benefit of the Britith {
Empire, that the Importation of Articles from Foreign States fhould bg
regulated, from Time to Time, in each Kingdom, on fuch Terms as may
afford an effeétual Preference to the Importation of fimilar Articles of the
Growth, Produ&, or Manufaéture of the other,

X. Refolved, That, it is effential to the commercial interefts of this
country to prevent, as much as poffible, an accumulation of natjonal
debt, and therefore it is highly expedient that the annual revenues of this
kingdom fhould be made equal to its annual expences.

X1. Refolved, That for the better Prote&ion of Trade, whatever Sum
the grofs hereditary Revenue of this Kingdom (after deduéing all Drawa
backs, Re-payments, or Bounties, granted in the Nature of Drawbacks,)
fhall produce, ower and above the Sum of 656,000l. in each Year of
Peace, wherein the annual Revenues fhall be equal to the annual Expen.
ces, and in each Year of war, without regard to fuch equality, thould be
appropriated towards the Support of the Naval Force of the Empire, in
fuch Manner as the Parkiament of this Kingdom fhall dired.

C Copy
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Copy of the TWENTY RESOLUTIONS, voted
the Two Houfes of the Britifh Parliament.

5 R EZ §SOLVED, That it is highly important to the general Interefts
of the Britith Empire, that th« Intercourfe and Commerce between
Great Britain and Ireland fhould be finally regulated on permanent and

equitable Principles, for the mutual Benefits of both Countries.

L. Refolved, That it is confiftent with the eflential Interefts of the Manu-
fattures, Revenue, Commerce, and Navigation of Great Britain, that a full

Participation of Commercial Advantages thould be permanently fecured to
Ireland, whenever a Provifion, equally permanent and fecure, fhall be

n-mdc by the Parliament of that Kingdom towards defraying, in Propor-
tion to its growing Profperity, the neceffary Expences, in Time of Peace,

of proteéting the Trade and general Interefts of the Empire.

HL Refolved, That, towards carrying into full Effect fo defirable a Set-
tlement, it is fit and proper that all Articles, not the Growth or Manu-

fa&ture of Great Britain or Ireland, except thofe of the Growth, Produce,
or ManufaQure of any of the Countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope

to the Streights of Magellan, fhould be imported into each Kingdom from
the other reciprocally, under the fame Regulations, and at the fame Duties

(if fubje@ to Duties) to which they would be liable when imported di-

re@ly from the Country or Place from whence the fame may have been
imported into Great Britain or Ireland refpe@ively, as the Cafe may be;
and that all Duties originally paid on Importation into either Country re-
fpectively, except on Arrack and Foreign Brandy, and on Rum, and all
Sorts of ftrong Waters, not imported from the Britith Colonies in the Weft
Indies, fhall be fully drawn back, within a Time to be fixed, on Ex-
portation to theother 5 but neverthelefs, that the Duties fhall continue to
be proteted and gouarded as 4t prefent, by withholding the Drawback
until a Certificate from the proper Officers of the Revenue in the King-
dom to which the Export may be made, fhall be returned, and compared

with the Entry Outwards, -

IV. Refolved, That it is highly important to the general Interefts of the
Britith Empire, that the Laws for regulating Trade and Navigation fhould
be the fame in Great Britain and Ireland ; and therefore that itis effentialy
towards carrying into Effect the prefent Settlement, that all Laws which
have been made, or fhall be made, in Great Britain, for fecuring exclufive
Pr.ivilczes to the Ships and Mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the
Britifh Colonies and Plantations, and for regulating and reftraining the
Trade of the Britith Colonies and Plantations (fuch Laws impofing the
fame Reftraints, and conferring the fame Benefits, on the Subjeéts of

both Kingdoms) fhould bein Forcein Ireland , by Laws to be paffed in the

Parliament of that Kingdom, for the fame Time and in the fame Manner

as in Great Britain, y : i
V. Refolved, That it is further effential to this Settlement, that al

Goods and Commodities of the Growth, Produce, or Manufature of Bri-
tith or Foreizn Colonies in America, or the Weit Indies, and the Britith or

Foreign Settlements on the Coalt of Africa, imported into Ireland, (hould,
on
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on Importation, be fubje& to the fame Duties and Regulations as the like
Goods are, or from Time to Time fhall be fubjeét to, upon Importation
Into Great Britain j or if prohibited to be imported into Great Britain,
fhall be prohibited in like Manner from being imported into Ireland.

VI. Refolved, That, in order to prevent illicit Practices injurious to
the Revenue and Commerce of both Kingdoms, it is expedient, that all
Goods, whether of the Growth, Produce, or Manufaéure of Great Bri-
tainor Ireland, or of any Foreign Country, which fhall hereafter be 1m-
ported into Great Britain from Ireland, orinto Ireland from Great Britain,
fhould be put (by Laws to be paffed in the Parliaments of the Two King-
doms) under the fame Regulations with refpect to Bonds, Cockets, and
other Inftruments, as the like Goods paffing from One Port of Great Bri-
tain to another,

VII. Refolved, That, for the like Purpofe, it is alfo expedient, that when
any Goods, the Growth, Produce, or Manufaure of the Britith Weft
India Iflands, or any other of the Britith Colonies or Plantaticns, fhall be
thipped from Ireland for Great Britain, they fhould be accompanied with
fuch original Certificates of the Revenue Officers of the faid Colonies ag
fhall be required by Law on Importation iuto Great Britain ; and that,
when the whole Quantity included in One Certificate fhall not be thipped
at any O@ne Time, the Original Certificate, properly indorfed as to Quantity
thould be fent with the Firft Parcel ; and, to indentify the Remainder, if
fhipped within a Time to be limited, new Certificates thould be granted
by the principal Officers of the Ports in Ireland, extracted from a Regifter
of the original Documents, fpecifying the Quantities before fhipped from
thence, by what Veffels, and to what Ports.

VIIL. Refelved, That it is eifential, for carrying into Effe@ the prefent
Settlement, that all Goods exported from Ireland to the Biitith Colonies
in the Weft Indies, or in America, or to the Britith Settiements on the
Coatt of Africa, orto the Countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the
Streights of Magellan, fhould from Time ;o Time be made liable to fuch
Duties and Drawbacks, and put under fuch Regulations, as may be necef-
fary, in order that the fame may not be exported with lefs Incumbranee of
Duties or Impofitions than the like Goods fhall be burthened wich when
exported from Great Britain,

IX. Refolved, Thatitis eflential to the general Commercial Interefts of
the Empire, that, o long as the Parliament of this Kingdom fhall think it
advifeable that the Commerce to the Countries beyond the Cape of Good
Hope o the Streights of Magellan, fhall be carried on folely by an exclu-
five Company, having Liberty to import into the Port of London only,
no Goods of the Growth, Produce, Manufa@ure of the faid Countries
thould be allowed to be imported into Ireland but through Great Britain ;
except Dye Stuffs, Drugs, Cotton, or other Wool, and Spiceries, which
may be imported into Ireland from foreign European Countries, fo long
as the fame are importable from foreign European Countries into Great
Britain: And that it fhall e lawful to export fuch Goods of the Growth,
Produce, or Manufaure of any of the Countries beyond the Cape of
Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, from Great Britain to Ireland,

with the fame Dutjes retained therson as are now retained on thejr bein
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exported to that Kingdom, but that an Account fhall be kept of the Da-
ties retained and not drawn back on the faid Goods exported td Ireland,
and that the Amount thereof fhall be remitted, by the Receiver General
of his Majefty’s Cuftoms in Great Britain, to the proper Officer of the
Revenue in Ireland, to be placed te the Account of His Majefty’s Reve-
nue there, fubjet to the Difpofal of the Parliament of that Kingdom ;
and that the Ships going from Great Britain to any of the faid Countries
beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan, fhould not
be reftrained from touching at any of the Ports in Ireland, and taking on
board there any of the Goods of the Growth, Produce, or Manufaéure of
that Kingdom ; and that no Ships be allowed to clear out from Ireland
for any of the faid Countries, but fuch Ships as fhall be freighted by the
faid Company, and which fhall have failed from the Port of London : And
that, wlienever the Commerce to the faid Countries fhall ceale to be fo
carried on folely by fuch an exclufive Compapy, the Goods, thé Growth,
Produce, or Mantfafture of the faid Countries beyond the Cape of Good
Hope to the Streights of Magelldn; fhould be importable into Ireland
from the fame Countries from wHich they may be iniportable into Great
Britain, and no other.

X. Refolved, That no Prohibition fhould exift, in either Country,
againft the Importation, Ufe, or Sale of any Article, the Growth, Pro-
duce; or Manufafture of the othér, except fuch as eithéer Kingdom may
judge eéxpedierit, from Time to Time, upon Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour,
and Bifcuits ; ahd except fuch qualified Prohibitions, at prefent contained
in any A& of the Britith or Irith Parliaments, as do not abfolutely pre-
vent the Importation of Goods or Manufaltures, or Materials of Manu-
faltures, but only regilate the Weiglit, the Size, the Packages, or other
particular Circumftances, or prefcribe the Built or Country, and Dimenfi-
ons of the Ships importing the fame and alfo except on Ammunion,
Arms, Gunpowder, and other Utenfis of War, importable only by virtue
of His Majeily’s Licefice ; and th¥ the Duty on the Importation of every
fuch Article (if fubject to Duty in either Couhtry) fthould be precifely the
fime in the one Country as the other, excépt where an Addition may be
neceflary in either Country, in confequence of an internal Duty on any
fuch Article of its own Confumption, or an intérnal Bounty in the Coun-
try where fuch Article is grown, produced, or mahufaétured ; and except
fuch Duties as either Kingdem may judgé expedient, from Time to Time,
upon Corn, Meal, Malt, Flour, and Bifcuits,

X!. Refolved, That in Cafes where the Duties on Articles of the Growth,
Produce, or Manufa&ure of ¢ither Country, are different oh the Importa-
tion into the other, it is expedicot, that they fhould be reduced, in the
Kingdom where they are the higheft, to anh Amount not exceeding the
Amount which was payable in the other on the 17th of May 1782 ; fo
that, where any Article was charged with a Duty on Importation into
Ireland of Ten and a Half per Centum or upwards, on the 17th Day of
May 1782, the fame Amount fhall rct be lefs than fach Duty of Ten and
a Half pér Centurm; and that all fuch Articles fhould be exportable,
froti the Kingdom into which they fhall be impotted, as free from Du-
tics as the fimilar Commiodities cr Horhe Manuefagture of the fame King-

A dom :
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dom ¢ Provided always, That where any fuch Articles hall be Hable, in
vither Country; toany Duty on being exported to any foreign Country,
the fame Articles, when re-exported from either of the faid Kingdoms
into which they (hall have been fo imported as aforefaid, fhill pay the
like Daties as if they had been originally exported from the Kingdom ef
theéir Growth, Produce, or Manufdéure, to fuch foreign Country,

XIL Refolved, That it is alfo proper, that, in all Cafes where the Armicles
of the Confumiption of either Kingdom fhall be charged with an internal
Duty on the Manofalture, the fime Manufactore, when imported from
tlie otlter, may be charged with a farther Duty on Importation, ddequate
to couritervail the internal Duty on the Manufafture, fuch farther Duty
to continue fo long only as the internal Confumption fhall be charged with
the Daty or Duries to balance which it fhall be impofed ; fo that the
countervailing Duty to be paid upon manufactured Salt imported inte
any Part of Great Britain, fhall be computed upon the ‘internal Duty
payable thereon in Englind ; and that, where thete is 4 Duty on the Raw
Materidl of any Manuficture in either Kingdor, fuch Manufictare may,
on its Importation into the faid Kingdom frem the other, be charged
with fuch a countervailing Duty as may be fufficient to fubje¢t the fame
to Burdens adequate to thofe which fach Manufaéture is fubjeét to, in
confequence of fuch Duti¢s on fuch raw Material in the Kingdom into
which fuch Manufactare is fo to be imported; and that the faid Manu-
factures, fo imported, fhall Be entitled to fuch Dtawbacks or Bounties on
Exportation, as may leave the fame fubject to no heavier Burthen than
the Home-made Manufacture, y

XIII. Refolved, That, in order to give Permanency to the Settlement
row intended to be eftablifhed, it is neceffary that no new or sdditional
Duties fhould be hereafter impofed, in either Kingdom, on the Importaci-
on of any Article of the Growth, Produce, or Manufacture of the other,
except fuch additional Duties as may be requifite to balance Duties
on internal Confumption, purfuact to the foregoing Refolution, or in
confequence of Bounucs remdining on fuch Article when exported from
the otherKingdom.

X1V. Refolved, That, for'the fame Purpofe, At is neceffary, farther, that
no new Prohibition, or new or additional Duties, fhould be herearter
impofed, in either Kingdom, on the Exportation of any Article of native
Growth, Produce, or Manufa&ure, from the one Kingdom to the other,
except fuch as either Kingdom may deem expedient, from Time to Ti ime
upon Corn, ‘Meal, Malt, Flour, and Bifcuits : Provided, tliat when any
Article of thB'Growth Produce, or Manufa&ure of cither Kingdom fhall
be prohibited, by the Laws of the faid Kingdom, to be exported to foreign
Countries, the fame Article, when exported to the other Kingdom,
fhall be prohibited to be re-exported from thence to any forcign
Countries.

x"{. Refolved, That, for the fame Purpofe, itis neceflary, tha: no
Ibq‘%:s whatfoever fhould be paid or payable, in either Kingdom, on the
portation of any Article to the other, except fuch as relate to Corn,
Heql,halt, Flour, and Bifcuits, and except alfo the Bounties at prefent
‘xven by Great Britain on Beer and Spirits diftiled from Corn, and fuch
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as are in the Nature of Drawbacks or Compenfations for Duties paid
and that no Bounties thould be payable in Ireland en the Exportation of
eny Article to any Britith Colonies or Plantations, or to the Britith Set-
tlements on the Coaft of Africa, or on the Exportation of any Article
imported from the Britith Plantations, or from the Britith Settlements on
the Coaft of Africa, er Britith Settlements in the Eaft Indies, or any Ma-
nufadture made of fuch Arcicle, unlefs in Cafes where a fimilar Bounty
is payable in Great Britain on Exportation from thence, or where fuch
Bounty is merely in the Nature of a Drawback or Compenfation of or for
Duties paid, over and above any Duties paid thereon in Great Britain
and that, where any internal Bounty fhall be given in either Kingdom on
any Goods manufactured therein, and fhall remain on fuch Goods when
exported, a countervailing Duty adequate thereto may be laid upon the
Importation of the faid Goods into the other Kingdom.

XVI. Refolved, That it is expedient, for the general Benefit of the
Britith Empire, that the Importation of Articles from Foreign Countries
fhould be regulated, from Time to Time, in each Kingdom, on fuch
Terms as may effeGtually favour the Importation of fimilar Articles of the
Growth, Produce, or M: nufacture of the other; except in the Cafe of
Materials of Manufaéure, which are or hereafter may be allowed to be
imported from Foreign Countries Duty-free ; and that, in all Cafes where
any Articles are or may be fubje& to higher Duties on Importation into
this Kingdom, from the Countries belonging to any of thc States of North
America, than the like Goods are or may be fubject to when imported as
the Growth, Produce, or Manufa&ure of the Britith Colonies and Planta-.
tions, or as the Produce of the Fifheries carried on by Britith Subjeéts,
fuch Articies fhall be fubjec to the fame Duties on Importation into Ire-
land, from the Countries belonging to any of the States of North America,
as the fame are or may be fubjeé to on Importation from the faid Countries
into this Kingdom,

XVIL Refolved, That it is expedient, that fuch Privileges of printing
and vending Books, engraving Prints, Maps, Charts, and Plans, as ar®
or may be legally poffefled within Great Britain, under the Grant of the
Crown or otherwife, and that the Copy Rights of the Authors and Book-
fellers, the engraved Property of Engravers, Print and Map Sellers, of
Great Britain, fhould continue to be prote¢ted in the Manner they are at
prefent by the Laws of Great Britain ; and that it is juflt that Meafures
fhould be taken by the Parliament of Ireland for giving the like Prote@ion
to the Copy Rights of Authors and Bookfellers, and to the engraved Pro-
perty of the Engravers, Print and Map Sellers of that Kingdom, '

XVIIIL. Refolved, That it is expedient, that fuch exclufive Rights and
Privileges, arifing from new Inventions, as are now legally poffeffed within
Great Britain, under Letters Patent from the Crown, fhall continue to be
proteted in the Manner they are at prefent by the Laws of Great Britain;
and that it is juft that Meafures fhould be taken by the Parliament of
Ireland for giving the like Prote&ion to fimilar Rights and Privileges in
that Kingdom ; and alfo, that it is expedient that Regulations fhould be
adopted, with refpeé to Patents to be hereafter granted for the Encourage-
ment of new Inventions, fo that the Rights, Privileges, #nd Reﬁriitioufs,
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therein granted and contained, fhall be of equal Force and Duration
throughout Great Britain and Ireland,

XIX. Refolved, That it is expedient, that Meafures thould be taken to
prevent Difputes touching the Exercife of the Right of the Inhabitants
of each Kingdom to fith on the Coafts of any Part of the Britith Domi.
nions,

XX. Refolved, That the Appropiation of whatever Sum the Grofs He-
reditary Revenue of the Kingdom of Ireland (the due Colle@ion thereof
being fecured by permanent Provifions) fhall produce, after deduéting all
Drawbacks, Re payments, or Bounties granted in the Nature of Draw-
backs, ever and above the Sum of Six hundred and fifty -fix thoufand
Pounds in each Year, towards the Support of the Naval Force of the
Empire, to be applied in fuch Manner as the Parliament of Ireland fhall
dire®, by an A& to be paffed for that Purpofe, will be a faisfaétory Provi-
fion, proportioned to the growing Profperity of that Kingdom, towards
defraying, in Time of Peace, the neceffary Expences of prote@ing the
Trade and general Interefts of the Empire,

The humble ADDRESS of the Right Honourable the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parlia-
ment aflembled, prefented to His MAJESTY, on Friday
Fuly 29, 1785. With His MAJEST Y’s moft gracious
ANSWER.

WE Your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjeés, the Lords Spiri-

tual and Temporal, and Commons of Grear Britain, in Parliament
affembled, have taken into our moft ferious Confideration the impertant
Subjeét of the Commercial Intercourfe between Great Britain and Ireland,
recommended in Your Majefty’s Speech at the Opening of the prefent
Scffion, and the Refolutions of the Two Houfes of the Parliament in
Ireland, which were laid before Us by Your Majefty’s Command on the
22d of February laft,

After a long and careful-Inveftigation of the various Queftions neceffa-
rily arifing out of this comprehenfive Subje@, we have come to the feveral
Refolutions which we now humbly prefent to Your Majefty, and which
we truft will form the Bafis of an advantageous and permanent Commer-
cial Settlement between Your Majefty’s Kingdoms of Great Britain and
Ireland.

We have proceeded on the Foundation of the Refolutions of the Parlja-
ment of Ireland ; but in confidering fo extenfive an Arrangement, we have
found it neceffary to introduce fome Modifications and Exceptions ; and
we have added fuch Regulations and Conditions as appeared to us indif-
penfibly neceffary for eftablithing the propofed Agreement on juft and
equitable Principles, and for fecuring to both Countries thofe Commer-

cial Advantages, to an equal Enjoyment of which they are in future to be
entitled,

Yqur Majefty’s Subje@s in 2reland being fecured in a full and lafting
Participation of the Trade with the Britifb Colonies, muft, we are per-
’fua'cledv acknowledge the Juftice of their continuing to enjoy it on the
fame Terms with Your Majefty’s Subjeéts in Grear Britain,

And
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And it is we conceive equally manifeft, that as the Ships and Marin
Ireland are to continue in all Time to come to enjoy the fame Privilege:
with thofe of Grear Britain, the fame Provifions fhould be ad ted. i Ly
Ireland, as may be found neceffary in this Country, for fecuring il fo
Advantagss exclufively o the Subje@s of the Empire. This Obj T
effentially conneited with the Maritime Strength of Your Majefty’s Domis “,,f

nions, and confequently with the Safety and Profperity both of Greas Bri- 5
tain and Iréland. L L' Sg

We thercfore deem it indifpenfible that thefe Points fhould be fecured as b
Conditions neceflary to the Exiftence and Duration of the ‘Agreement be- : "3
tween the two Countries. They can only be carried into Effe& by Laws
to be paffed in the Parliament of Freland, which is alone competent tobind
Your Majefty’s SubjeQs in that Kingdom, and whofe legiflative Rights we
fhall ever hold as facred as our own, ®) .

it vemains for the Parliament of Ireland to judge according to their
Wildom and Difcretion of” thefe Conditions, as well as of every other Part
of the Settlement propofed to be eftablifhed by mutual Confent,

Our Purpofe in thefz Refolutions is to promote alike the Commercial
Interets of YcurMajefty’s Subjeés in both Countries ; and we are per -
fuaded that the common Profperity of the two Kingdoms will be thereby.
greatly advanced : the Subje@s of each will in future apply themfelves to
wofe Branches of Commerce which they can exercife with moft Adwantage',
and the Wealth fo diffufed through-every Part, will operate asa general
Lenefit to the whole.

We have thus far performed our Paitin this important Bufinefs, and .
we truft that in the whole of its Progrefs, reciprocal Intereft and mutual
Affeftion will infure thac Spirit of Union fo effentially peceffary to the
grest End which the two Countries have equally in View,

In this Perfuafion we look forward with Confidence to the final Com-
pletion of a Meafure, which, while it tends to perpetuate Harmony and
Friend/hip between the two Kingdoms, muft, by avgmenting their Re-
fources, uniting their Efforts, and confolidating their Strength, afford
Your Majefty the furet Means of eftablifhing on a lafling Foundation, the £
Safery, Profperity, and Glory of the Empire.

His Majefty’s mioft gracious Anfwer.
My Lcrds and Gentlemen, .
I receive with the greateft Satisfaction thefe Refoluzions, which, after
fo long and diiigent an Invefligation, you confider as affording the Bafis
of anadvantageous and permanent Commercial Settlement between my
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland. Nothing can more clearly ma.
nifert your Regard for the Intereft of both my Kingdoms, and your Zeal
for the general Profperity of my Dominions, than the Attention you have
given to this important Okjet. A full and equal Participation of Com- ‘
mercial Advantages, and a Similarity of Laws in thofe Points which are
ngeefary for their Prefervation and Security, muft be. the fureft Bond of
Union between the two Kingdoms, and the Source of reciprecal and ine
creading Bzpefits to both  The fame Spirit in which this great Work has
hegun and proceeded will, I doubt not, appear throughout the Whole of
its Progiefs ; and I concur with you in thinking that the final Completion
of it is of effential Impoartance to the future Happinefs of both Countries,
andto the Safety, Glory and Profperity of the ‘Empire.
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